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The Spartans are cruelly treated by their exiles. 
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Gauls. Antiochus, in order to pay the tribute 
due to the Romans, plunders a temple in Elymais. 
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“During the expedition of the Romans in Asia, A. M. 
some commotions Ifkd happened in Greece. Amy- 3815 - 
nander, by the aid of the vEtolians, had re-established An (' gg ' ' 
himself in his kingdom of Athamania, after having 
driven out of his cities the Macedonian garrisons that 
held them for king Philip. He deputed some ambas¬ 
sadors to the senate of Rome; and others into Asia to 
the two Scipios, who were then at Ephesus, after their 
signal victory over Antiochus, to excuse his having 
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employed the arms of the JEtolians against Philip, 
and also to make his complaints against that prince. 

. "The iEtolians had likewise undertaken some enter¬ 
prises against Philip, in which they had met with to- 
Ie$&Me success : but when they heard of Antiochus’s 
defeat and found that the ambassadors they had sent 
to Rome were returning from thence, without being 
able to obtain any of their demands, and that Ful- 
vius the consul was actually marching against them, 
they were Seized with real alarms. Finding it would 
be impossible for them to resist the Romans by force 
of arms, they again had recourse to entreaties; and, 
in order to render them more effectual, they engaged 
the Athenians and Rhodians to join their ambassadors 
to those whom they were going to send to Rome, 
in. order to sue for peace. 

The consul being arrived in Greece, had; in con¬ 
junction with the Epirots, laid siege to Ambracia, 
in which the iEtolians had a strong garrison, who 
made a vigorous defence. However, being at last 
persuaded that it would be impossible for them to 
hold out long against the Romau arms, they sent 
new ambassadors to the consul, investing them with 
full powers to conclude a treaty on any conditions. 
Those which were proposed to them appearing ex¬ 
ceedingly severe, the ambassadors, notwithstanding 
their full powers, desired that leave might be granted 
them to consult the assembly once more: but the 
members of it were displeased with them for it, 
and therefore sent them back, with orders to termi¬ 
nate the affair. During this interval, the Athe¬ 
nian and Rhodian ambassadors, whom the senate 
liad sent back to the consul, were arrived, and 
Amynander had also come to him. The latter hav¬ 
ing great influence in the city of Ambracia, where h© 
had spent many years during his banishment, pre¬ 
vailed with the inhabitants to surrender themselves at 
lkst'to the consul. A peace was also granted to the 
JEtolians. The chief conditions of the treaty were 
as follow: that they should first deliver up their 
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arms and horses to the Romans; should pay them 
one thousand talents of silver (about a hundred and 
fifty thousand pouqds), half to be paid down directly^ 
should restore to both the Romans and their allies-, 
all the deserters and prisoners should look upps^as 
their enemies and friends, all those who were such to 
the Romans; and lastly, should give up forty hostages, 
to be chosen by the consul. Their ambassadors being 
arrived at Rome, to procure the ratification of the 
treaty there, found the. people highly exasperated 
against the Etolians, as well on accotmt of their past 
conduct, as the complaints made against them by 
Philip in the letters which he had written on that sub¬ 
ject. At last, however, the senate were moved by 
their entreaties, and those of the ambassadors of 
Athens and Rhodes who accompanied them, and 
therefore they ratified the treaty conformably to the 
conditions which the consul had prescribed. The 
iEtolians were permitted to pay in gold the sum im¬ 
posed on them, in such a manner, as that every piece 
of gold should be estimated at the value of ten pieces 
of silver of the same weight, which shews the propor¬ 
tion between gold and silver at that time. 

b Fulvius the consul, after lie had terminated the 
war with the Etolians, crossed into the island of Ce- 
phalenia, in order to subdue it. All the cities, at 
the first summons, surrendered readily. The inha¬ 
bitants of Same only, after submitting to the con¬ 
queror, were sorry for what they had done, and 
accordingly shut tfcieir gates against the Romans, 
which obliged them to besiege it in form. Same 
made a very vigorous defence, insomuch that it was 
four months before the consul could take it. 

From thence he went to Peloponnesus, whither 
he was called by the people of Egium and Sparta, 
to decide the differences which interrupted their 
tranquillity. 

The general assembly of the Achaeans had from 

b Liv, l.xxxviii. n. 28—30. 

iJ 2 



THE HISTORY OF 


time immorial been held at ALgium: but Philo- 
poemen, who was then in office, resolved to change 
that custom, and to cause the assembly to be held 
Successively in all the cities which formed the Achasan 
leSv^>e; and that very year he summoned it to Argos. 
The Sonsul would not oppose this motion; and 
though his. inclination led him to favour the inhabit¬ 
ants of ALgium, because he thought their cause the 
most just; yet, seeing that the other party would cer¬ 
tainly prevail, he withdrew from the assembly, with¬ 
out declaring hiS opinion. 

c But the affair relating to Sparta was still more 
intricate, and, at the same time, of greater import¬ 
ance. Those who had been banished from that city 
by Nabis the tyrant, had fortified themselves in 
towns and castles along the coast, and from thence 
infested the Spartans. The latter had attacked, in 
the night, one of those towns, called Las, and carried 
it, but were soon after driven out of it. This en¬ 
terprise alarmed the exiles, and obliged them to 
have recourse to the Achseans. Philopoemen, who 
at that time was in office, secretly favoured the 
exiles; and endeavoured on all occasions to lessen 
the influence and authority of Sparta. On his mo¬ 
tion, a decree was enacted, the purport of which was, 
that Quintius and the Romans, having put the towns 
and castles of the sea-coasf of Laconia under the 
protection of ibe Achaeans, and having forbidden 
the Lacedaemonians access to it; and the latter hav¬ 
ing, however, attacked tha town called Las, and 
killed sotpe of the inhabitants; the Achaean assem¬ 
bly demanded that the contrivers of that enterprise 
should be delivered up to them; and that other¬ 
wise they should be declared violators of the treaty. 
Ambassadors were deputed to give them notice of 
this decree. A demand made in so haughty a tone 
exceedingly exasperated the Lacedemonians. They 
immediately put to death thirty of those who had 


c Liv. 1. xxxviii. n. 30—34. 
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held a correspondence with Philopoemen and the 
exiles; dissolved their alliance with the Achreans; 
and sent ambassadors to Fulvius the consul, who was 
then in Cephalenia, in order to put Sparta underlie' 
protection of the Romans, and to entreat him to <?ome 
and take possession of it. When the Achaeans re¬ 
ceived advice of what had been transacted*in Sparta, 
they unanimously declared war against that city, 
which began by some slight incursions b@th by sea 
and land, the season bdng too far ajlvanct*!! for un¬ 
dertaking any thing considerable. 

The consul, being arrived in Peloponnesus, heard 
both parties in a public assembly. The debates were 
exceedingly warm, and the altercation carried to a 
great height on both sides. Without coming to any 
immediate determination, he commanded them to lay 
down their arms, and to send their respective ambas¬ 
sadors to Rome: and accordingly they repaired thither 
immediately, and were admitted to audience. The 
Achman league was greatly respected at Rome; but, 
at the same time, the Romans were unwilling to dis¬ 
gust the Lacedaemonians entirely. The senate there¬ 
fore returned an obscure and ambiguous answer (which 
has not come’ down to us), whereby the Achaeans 
might flatter themselves, that they were allowed full 
power to infest Sparta; ,and the Spartans, that such 
power was very much limited and restrained. 

The Achaeans extended it as they thought proper. 
Philopoemen had been continued in his employment 
of first magistrate* He marched the army to a 
small distance from Sparta without loss of time; 
and again demanded to. have those persons sur¬ 
rendered to him, who had concerted the enterprise 
against the town of Las; declafing that they should 
not be condemned nor punished till after being heard. 
Upon this promise, those who had been expressly 
nominated set out, accompanied by several of the 
most illustrious citizens, wjio looked upon their 
cause as their own, or rather as that of the public. 
Being arrived at the camp of the Achaeans, they 
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wore greatly surprised to see the exiles at the head 
of the army. The latter, advancing out of the camp, 
came to meet them with an insulting air, and began 
4o overwhelm them with reproaches and invectives: 
afuif\this, the quarrel growing warmer, they fell 
upon them with great violence, and treated them 
very ignominiously. In vain did the Spartans im¬ 
plore both gods and men, and claim the right of 
nations: the rabble of the Achaeans, animated by 
the seditious cries of the exiles, joined with them, 
notwithstanding the protection due to ambassadors, 
and in spite of the prohibition of the supreme 
magistrate. Seventeen were immediately stoned to 
death, and seventy-three rescued by the magistrate 
out of the hands of those furious wretches. It was 
not that he intended to pardon them; but he would 
not have it said, that they had been put to death 
without being heard. The next day they were 
brought before that enraged multitude, who, almost 
without so much as hearing them, condemned and 
executed them all. 

The reader will naturally suppose that so unjust 
and cruel a treatment threw the Spartans into the 
deepest affliction, and filled them with alarms. The 
Achseans imposed the same conditions on them, as 
they would have done on a-city that had been taken 
by storm. They gave orders that the walls should 
be demolished*; that all such mercenaries as the ty¬ 
rants had kept in their service should leave Laconia ; 
that the slaves whom those*tyrants had set at liberty 
(and there were a great number of them) should also 
be obliged to depart the country in a certain limited 
time, upon pain of being seized by the Acbaeans, 
and sold or carried whithersoever they thought proper; 
that the laws and institutions of Lycurgus should be 
annulled; and, in fine, that the Spartans should be 
associated in the Achaean league, with whom they 
should thenceforth form but one body, and follow the 
same customs and usages. 

The Lacedaemonians were not much afflicted at 
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the demolition of their walls, with which they began 
the execution of the orders prescribed them; and 
indeed it was no great misfortune to them. * Sparta 
had long subsisted without any other walls or defence 
than the bravery of its citizens. d Pausanias it\£»fms 
us, that the walls of Sparta were begun to bef 
built in the time of the inroads of Demetrius, and 
afterwards of Pyrrhus; but that they had been com¬ 
pleted by Nabis. Livy relates also, that the tyrants, 
for their own security,* had fortified wit^ walls all 
such parts of the city as were most'open and acces¬ 
sible. The demolition of these walls, therefore, was 
not a subject of much grief to the inhabitants of 
Sparta. But it was with inexpressible regret they 
saw the exiles, who had caused its destruction, re¬ 
turning into it, and w ho might justly be considered 
as its most cruel enemies. Sparta, enervated by this 
last blow, lost all its pristine vigour, and was for many 
years dependent on, and subjected to, the Achasans. 
'|The most fatal circumstance with regard to Sparta 
was, the abolition of the laws of Lycurgus, which 
had continued in force seven hundred years, and had 
been the source of all its grandeur and glory. 

This cruel* treatment of so renowned a city as 
Sparta does Philopcemen no honour; but, on the 


d In Achaic. p. 412. 

* Fuerat quondam sine muro Sparta. Tyranni nuper locis pa- 
tentibus plunisque objecerani mururn : ultima loca ct difficiliora 
aditu stationibus armAorum pro munimento objectis tutabanlur. 
Li'. I. xxxiv n. 3B 

Spartani urban, quam semper armis non muris defenderant, turn 
contra responsu futoruin et vetefan majorum glorium, armis dijjisi, 
murtn um prasidio inciudunt. Tantum eos degeneravisse <5 mujo~ 
ribus. ut cum nmltis seculis inurus urfii civium virtus fueiit, tunc 
civ> ~ salvos se fore non txutimavennt, nisi intru muros luterent. 
Justin I. xiv. c. 5. 

-j- Justin infi'ims us, that Sparta was fortified with wails at the 
time that Cassam'rr meditated the invasion ut (iieere. 

♦ Nulla res tanto erat dam no, quam disciplmu Lycurgi, cui pet 
septingentos annos assueverant, sublata. Lir. 
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contrary, seems to be a great blot in his reputation. 
Plutarch, who justly ranks him among the greatest 
captains of Greece, does but just glance at this 
-action, and says only a word or two ot it. It must 
indboji be confessed, that the cause of the exiles was 
favourable in itself. They had Agesipolis at their 
head, to whom the kingdom of Sparta rightfully be¬ 
longed; and they had been all expelled their country 
by the tyrants: but so open a violation of the law of 
nations (to, which Philopoemen gave at least occasion, 
if he did not corisent to it) cannot be excused in any 
manner. 

* It appears, from a fragment of Polybius, that the 
Lacedasmonians made complaints at Rome against 
Philopoemen, as having by this action, equally un¬ 
just and cruel, defied the power of the republic of 
Rome, and insulted its majesty. It was a long time 
before they could obtain leave to be heard. At last, 
A M Lepidus the consul wrote a letter to the Acbsean 
3817.’ confederacy, to complain of the treatment which the 
Ant. J. C. Lacedaemonians had met with. Philopoemen and the 
187, Achaeans sent an ambassador, Nicodemus of Elis, to 
Rome, to justify their conduct 
f In the same campaign, and almost at the same 
time that Fulvius the consul terminated the war with 
the i'Etolians, Manlius, the other consul, terminated 
that with the Gauls. I have taken notice elsewhere 
of the inroad those nations had made into different 
countries of Europe and Asia, under Brennus. The 
Gauls in question had settled in„that part of Asia 
Minor called, from their name, Gallo-Graecia, or 
Galatia, and formed three bodies, three different 
states; the Tolistobogi, theTrocmi, and Tectosages. 
They had made themselves formidable to all the 
nations round, and spread terror and alarms on all 
sides. The pretence for declaring war against them 


e Polyb. in Legat. c. xxxvii. 

f Liv. 1. xxxviii. n. 12—27. Polyb, in Excerpt. Legat. 29—35 
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was, their having aided Antiochus with troops. Im¬ 
mediately after L. Scipio had resigned the command 
of his army to Manlius, the latter set out from Ephe¬ 
sus, and marched against the Gauls. If Eutnenes 
had not been then at Rome, he would have bee^r^Sf 
great service to him in his march ; however, his bro¬ 
ther Attains supplied his place, and was the consul’s 
guide. The Gauls had acquired great reputation in 
every part of this country, which they hat^ subdued 
by he power of their arms, and had not *iet with 
the least opposition. Manlius judge3 that it would 
be necessary to harangue his lorces on this occa¬ 
sion, before they engaged the enemy. “ I am no 
“ ways surprised, (says he) that the Gauls should 
“ have made their name formidable, and spread 
“ terror in the minds of nations so soft and eff'c- 
“ minate as the Asiatics. Their tall stature, their 
“ fair flowing hair, which descends to their waists; 
“ their enormous bucklers, their long swords: add 
“ to this, their songs, their cries, and bowlings, 
“at the first onset; the dreadful clashing of their 
“ arms and shields; all this may, indeed, be dread- 
“ ful to men not accustomed to them; but not to 
“ you, O Roifians, whose victorious arms have so 
“ often triumphed over that nation. Besides, ex- 
“ perience has taught you, that after the Gauls have 
“ spent their first fire, an obstinate resistance blunts* 
“ the edge of their courage, as well as their bodily 
“strength; and that then, quite incapable of sup- 
“ porting the heat, of the sun, fatigue, dust, and 
“ thirst, their arms fall from their hands, and they 
“ sink down quite tired and exhausted. Do not 
“ imagine these to be the ancient Gauls, inured to 
“ fatigues and dangers. The luxurious plenty of the 
“ country they have invaded, the soft temperature of 
“ the air they breathe, the effeminacy and luxury of 
“ the people among whom they dwell, have entirely 
“ enervated them. They are now no more than 
“ Phrygians in Gallic armour; and the only cir- 
“ cumstance I fear is, that you will not reap much 
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“ honour by the defeat of enemies so unworthy of dis* 
“ puling victory with Romans.” 

It was a general opinion with regard to the ancient 
Gauls, that a sure way to conquer them, was, to let 
tffeiS? exhaust their first fire, which was quickly dead¬ 
ened by opposition; and that when once this edge of 
their vivacity was blunted, they had lost all strength 
and vigour: that their bodies were even incapable 
of sustaining the slightest fatigues long, or of with- 
standingVhe sun-beams, when they darted with ever 
so little violence: that, as they were more than men 
in the beginning of an action, they were less than 
women at the "Conclusion of it. e Gallus primo im- 

petu fences esse, quos sustinere satis sit - Gal- 

lorum quidem etiarn corpora intolerant issima laboris 
atque ccstiis fluere; primaquc eorum pruiia plus 
quam virorum, postrema minus qukm Jeminarum 
esse. 

Those who were not acquainted with the genius and 
character of the modern French, entertained very 
near the same idea of them. However, the late trans¬ 
actions in Italy, and especially on the Rhine, must 
have undeceived them. However prepossessed I may 
be in favour of the Greeks and Romans, I question 
whether they ever discovered greater patience, reso¬ 
lution, and bravery, than the French displayed at the 
siege of Philipsburgh. I do not speak merely o: 
the generals and officers, courage being natural tc 
and in a manner inherent in them; but even tht 
common soldiers shewed such amardour, intrepidity 
and greatness of soul, as amazed the generals. Th< 
sight of a hostile army, formidable by its numbers 
and still more so by the fame and abilities of th< 
prince who commanded it, served only to animati 
them the more. During the whole course of thi 
long and laborious siege, an which they suffered s< 
much by the fire of the besieged and the heat o 
the sun, by the violence of the rains and inun 


* Liv, 1. x. n. 2$. 
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dations ef the Rhine; they never once breathed the 
least murmur or complaint. They were seen wading 
through great floeds, where they were up to the 
shoulders in water, carrying their clothes and arms 
over their heads, and afterwards marching, .sprite 
uncovered, on the outside of the trenches full of 
water, exposed to the whole fire of the enemy ; and 
then advancing with intrepidity to the front of the 
attack, demanding, with the loudest shouts, that the 
enemy should not be allowed capitulation of any 
kind; and appearing to dread no otlTer circumstance 
than their being denied the opportunity of signalizing 
their courage anti zeal still more, *by storming the 
city. What I now relate is universally known. The 
most noble sentiments of honour, bravery, and intre¬ 
pidity, must necessarily have taken deep root in the 
minds of our countrymen ; otherwise, they could not 
have burst forth at once so gloriously in a first cam¬ 
paign, after having been in a manner asleep during a 
twenty years’ peace. 

The testimony which Lewis XV. thought it in¬ 
cumbent on him to give them, is so glorious to the 
nation, and even reflects so bright a lustre on the 
king himself, that I am persuaded none of my read¬ 
ers will be displeased to find it inserted here entire. 

If this digression is not allowable in a history like 
this, methinks it is parclonable, and even laudable, 
in a true Frenchman, fired with zeal for his king and 
country. 

The Ki ng’s Letter to the Marshal D’Asfeldt. 

“ Cousin, 

“ I am fully sensible ol the important service you 
“ have done me in taking Pbilipsburgh. Nothing 
“ less than your courage and resolution could have 
“ surmounted the obstacles to that enterprise, oeca- 
“ sioned by the inundations of the Rhine. You have 
“ had the satisfaction to see your example inspire the 
“ officers and soldiers with the same sentiments. 1 
‘ ! caused an account to be sent me daily, of all the 
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“ transactions of that siege; and always observed, that 
“ the ardour and patience of my troops increased in 
“ proportion to the difficulties that arose, either from 
“ the swelling of the floods, the presence of the 
“ or the fire of the place. Every kind of 

“ success may be expected from so valiant a nation : 
“ and I enjoin you to inform the general officers and 
“ others, and even the whole army, that I am highly 
“ satisfied ( with them. You need not doubt my 
“ having <he same sentiments with regard to you; to 
“ assure you of which is the sole motive of this 
“ letter; and (Cousin) I beseech the Almighty to 
“ have you in fits holy keeping. 

“ Versailles, July 23, 1734.” 

I now return to the history. After Manlius had 
ended the speech repeated above, the army disco¬ 
vered by their shouts, how impatiently they desired 
to be led against the enemy; and accordingly the 
consul entered their territories. The Gauls had not 
once suspected that the Romans would invade them, 
as their country lay so remote from them, and there¬ 
fore w’ere not prepared to oppose them. But not¬ 
withstanding this, they made a long 1 and vigorous 
resistance. They laid wait for Manlius in defiles; 
disputed the passes with him; shut themselves up 
in their strongest fortresses, and retired to such emi¬ 
nences as they thought inaccessible. However, the 
consul, so far from being discouraged, followed, and 
forced them wherever he came. . He attacked them 
separately, stormed their cities, and defeated them 
in several engagements. I shall not descend to par¬ 
ticulars, which were of little importance, and conse¬ 
quently would only thre the reader. The Gauls were 
obliged at last to submit, and to confine themselves 
within the limits prescribed them. 

By this victory, the Romans delivered the whole 
country from the perpetual terrors it was under from 
those barbarians, who hitherto had done nothing but 
harass and plunder their neighbours. Tranquillity 
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was so fully restored in this quarter, that the empire 
of the Romans was established there, from the river 
Halys to mount Taurus; and the kings of Syria were 
for ever excluded from all Asia Minor. h We are 
told that * Antiochus said, on this occasion, the V‘fie 
was highly obliged to the Romans, for having freed 
him from the cares and troubles which the govern¬ 
ment of so vast an extent of country must necessarily 
have brought upon him. # 

1 Fulvius, one of the oonsuls, returned Rome, a. M. 
in order to preside in the assembly. # The consulate 3816. 
was given to M. Valerius Messala and C. Livius ^ 
Salinator. The instant the assembly broke up, Ful¬ 
vius returned to his own province. Himself and 
Manlius his colleague were continued in the com¬ 
mand of the armies for a year, in quality of pro- 
consuls. 

Manlius had repaired to Ephesus, to settle, with 
the ten commissioners who had been appointed by 
the senate, the most important articles of their com¬ 
mission. The treaty of peace with Antiochus was 
confirmed, as also that which Manlius had concluded 
with the Gauls. Ariarathes, king of Cappadocia, 
had been sentenced to pay the Romans six hun¬ 
dred talents (six hundred thousand crowns), for 
having assisted Antiochus: however, half this sum 
vvas abated at the request ot Eumenes, who was 
to marry his daughter. Manlius fciadd a present to 
Eumenes of all the elephants which Antiochus, 
according to the treaty, had delivered up to the 
Romans. He repassed into Europe with his forces, 
after having admitted the deputies of the several 
cities to audience, and settled the chief difficulties 
among them. 

h Cic. Orat. pro Dejot. n. 36. Val. Max. i. iv. c. 1. 

* Liv. I. xxxviii. n. 35. 

* Antiochus magnus—dicere est solitus, Benigne sibi a populo 
R»mano cssc factum, quod nimis rnngng procuration lihcratus, mo - 
dicis rcgni tcrminis uterctur. Cic. 
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Antiochus was very much puzzled how to raise 
the sum he was to pay the Romans. He made a 
progress through the provinces of.the east, in order 
to levy the tribute which they owed him; and left the 
regency of Syria, during his absence, to Seleucus 
his son, whom he had declared his presumptive heir. 
Being arrived in the province of Elymais, he was 
informed that there was a very considerable treasure 
in the temple of Jupiter Belus. This was a strong 
temptatiqp to a prince who had little regard for reli¬ 
gion, and was hi extreme want of money. Accord¬ 
ingly, upon a false pretence that the inhabitants of 
that province lwd rebelled against him, he entered 
the temple in the dead of night, and carried off all 
the riches which had been kept there very religiously 
during a long series of years. However, the people, 
exasperated by this sacrilege, rebelled against him, 
and murdered him with all his followers. ‘Aurelius 
Victor says that he was killed by some of his own 
officers, whom he had beaten one day when he was 
lieated with liquor. 

This prince was highly worthy of praise, for his 
humanity, clemency, and liberality. A decree, which 
we are told he enacted, whereby he gave his subjects 
permission, and even commanded them, not to obey 
his ordinances, in case they should be found to inter¬ 
fere with the laws, shews that he had a high regard 
for justice. Till the age of fifty he had behaved 
on all occasions with such bravery, prudence, and 
application, as had given success to all his enterprises, 
and .acquired him the title of the Great. But from 
that time his wisdom, as well as application, had 
declined very much, and his affairs in proportion. 
His conduct in the-war against the Romans; the 
little advantage he reaped by, or rather his contempt 


k Diod. in Excerpt, p. 293. Justin. 1. xxxii. c. 2. Hieron. in 
Dan. cap. xi. 

‘ De viris illust. cap. liv. 
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for, the wise counsels of Hannibal; the ignominious 
peace he was obliged to accept: these circumstances 
sullied the glory of his former successes; and his 
death, occasioned by a wicked and sacrilegious en¬ 
terprise, threw an indelible blot upon his name anti 
memory. 

The prophecies of the eleventh chapter of Daniel, 
from the 10th to the 10th verse, relate to the actions 
of this prince, and were fully accomplished. 

n “ But his sons (of thp king of the nor^h) shall 
“ be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of 
“ great forces: And one (Antiochus the Great) shall 
“ certainly come and overflow, and pass through: then 
“ shall he return and be stirred up even to his for- 
“ tress.” "This king of the North was Seleucus Cal- 
linicus, who left behind him two sons, Seleucus Ce- 
raunus and Antiochus, afterwards surnamed the Great. 
The former reigned but three years, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by Antiochus his brother. The latter, after 
having pacified the troubles of his kingdom, made 
war against Ptolemy Philopator, king of the South, 
that is of Egypt; dispossessed him of Coele-syria, 
which was delivered to him by Theodotus, governor 
of that province; defeated Ptolemy’s generals in the 
narrow passes near Berytus, and made himself master 
of part of Phoenicia. Ptolemy then endeavoured to 
amuse him by overtures t)l peace. The Hebrew is 
still more expressive. “ He (meaning Antiochus) 
“ shall come. He shall overflow the enemy’s coun- 
“ trv. He shall pass over mount'Libanus. He shall 
“ halt , whilst overtures of peace are making him. He 
“ shall advance with ardour as far as the fortresses,” 
that is, to the frontiers of Egypt. Ptolemy’s victory 
is dearly pointed out in .the following verses. 

0 “ And the king of the South shall be moved 
“ with choler, and shall come forth and fight with 
“ him, even with the king of the North: and he shall 
“ set forth a great multitude, but the multitude shall 
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n Ver. 10. 


* See ver. 8. 


• Ver. 11. 
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“ be given into his hand.” Ptolemy Philopator was 
an indolent, effeminate prince. It was necessary to 
excite and drag him, in a manner, r out of his lethargy, 
in order to prevail with him to take up arms and re- 
ptridp the enemy, who were preparing to march into 
his country: provocatus. At last he put himself at 
the head ,of his troops; and by the valour and good 
conduct of his generals obtained a signal victory over 
Antiochus at Raphia. 

p “ Aij'd when he hath tjjien away the multitude, 
“ his heart shall be lifted up, and he shall cast down 
“ many ten thousands; but he shall not be strengthen- 
“ ed by it.” Antiochus lost upwards of ten thousand 
foot and three hundred horse, and four thousand of 
his men were taken prisoners. Philopator, having 
marched after his victory to Jerusalem, was so au¬ 
dacious as to attempt to enter the sanctuary, “ His 
“ heart shall be lifted up;” and being returned to his 
kingdom, he behaved with the utmost pride towards 
the Jews, and treated them very cruelly. He might 
have dispossessed Antiochus of his dominions, had he 
taken a proper advantage of his glorious victory; but 
he contented himself with recovering Coele-syria and 
Phosnicia, and again plunged into his former excesses; 
“ But he shall not be strengthened by it.” 

q “ For the king of the North shall return, and 
“ shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, 
“ and shall certainly come (after certain years) with 
“ a great army, and with much riches.” Antiochus, 
after he had ended the war beyond the Euphrates, 
raised a great army in those provinces. Finding, 
fourteen years after the conclusion of the first war, 
that Ptolemy Epiphanes, who was then but five or 
six years of age, had succeeded Philopator his fa¬ 
ther; he united with Philip king of Macedon, in 
order to deprive the infant king of his throne. Hav¬ 
ing defeated Scopas at Panium, near the source of 
the river Jordan, he subjected the whole country 


f Ver. 12. 


i Ver. 13. 
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which Philopator had conquered, by the victory he 
had gained at Raphia. 

r “ And in those times there shall many stand up 
“ against the king'of the South.” This prophecy was 
fulfilled by the league between the kings of Macedo¬ 
nia and Syria against the infant monarch of Egypt: 
by the conspiracy of Agathocles and Agathoclea for 
the regency: and by that of Scopas, to ’dispossess 
him of his crown and life. * “ Also, the robbers of 
“ thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the 
“ vision, but they shall Tall." Several apoftate Jews, 
to ingratiate themselves with the king of Egypt, com¬ 
plied with every thing he required of them, even in 
opposition to the sacred ordinances of the law, by 
which means they were in great favour with him, but 
their influence was not long-lived; for when Anti- 
ochus regained possession of Judea and Jerusalem, 
he either extirpated or drove out of the country, all 
the partisans of Ptolemy. This subjection of the Jews 
to the sovereignty of the kings of Syria, prepared the 
way for the accomplishment of the prophecy, which 
denounced the calamities that Antiochus Epiphanes, 
son of Antiochus the Great, was to bring upon this 
people; which occasioned a great number of them to 
“ fall” into apostasy. 

5 “So the Ling of the "North shall come, and cast 
“ up a mount, and take the most fenced cities, and 
“ the arms of the South shall not withstand, neither 
“ his chosen people, neither shall there be any 
“ strength to withstand. 'But he that cometh against 
“ him, shall do adtording to his own will, and none 
“ shall stand before him : And he shall stand in the 
“ glorious land which by his hand shall be consumed." 
Antiochus, after having defeated the Egyptian army at 
Panium, besieged and took, first, Sidon, then Gaza, 
and afterwards all the cities of those provinces, not- 

r Ver. 14. • Yer. 15. * Yer. 1C. 

* The angel Gabriel here gpcaks to Daniel. 

VOL. VII. 
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withstanding the opposition made by the chosen 
troops which the king of Egypt had sent against 
him. “ He did according to bis own will,” in 
Coele-syria and Palestine, and nothing was able to 
withstand him. Pursuing his conquests in Palestine, 
he entered Judea, “ that glorious,” or, according to 
the Hebrew, “ that desirable land.” He there esta¬ 
blished his authority; and strengthened it, by re¬ 
pulsing from the castle of Jerusalem the garrison 
which Scopas had thrown into it. This garrison 
having defended itself so well, that Antiochtis was 
obliged to send for all his troops in order to force it; 
and the siege continuing a long time, the country was 
ruined and “ consumed” by the stay the army was 
obliged to make in it. 

u “ He shall also set his face to enter with the 
“ strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones 
“ with him : thus shall he do, and he shall give him 
“ the daughter of women, corrupting her: But she 
“ shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.” 
Antiochus, seeing that the Romans undertook the 
defence of young Ptolemy Epiphanes, thought it 
would best suit his interest to lull the king asleep, 
by giving him his daughter in marriage, in order to 
“ corrupt her,” and excite her to betray her hus¬ 
band ; but he was not successful in his design: for 
as soon as she was married to.Ptolemy, she renounced 
her father’s interests, and embraced those of her 
husband. It was on this account that we see her * 
joined with him in the embassy which w as sent from 
Egypt to Rome, to congratulate the Romans on the 
victory which Acilius had gained over her father at 
Thermopylae. 

x “ After this he shall turn his face unto the isles, 
“ and shall take many: But a prince for his own be- 
“ half shall cause the reproach offered by him [Antio- 

Yer. 17. x Ver. 18. 

" Legati ab Vtolemao et Cleopatra, regibus JEgypti, gratulanles 
quod Manius Acilius consul Antiochum regent Gracias escpvlisset, 
venerunt. Liv. 1. xxxvii. n. 3. 
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“ chus] to cease; without his own reproach he shall 
“ cause it to turn upon him.” Antiochus, having put 
an end to the war of Cosle-syria and Palestine, sent 
bis two sons at tfie bead of the land-army to Sardis, 
whilst himself embarked on board the fleet, and sailed 
to the rEgean sea, where he took several islands, and 
extended his empire exceedingly on that side. How¬ 
ever, “ the prince” of the people, whom fie had in¬ 
sulted by making this invasion, that is, L. Scipio the 
Roman consul, “ caused the reproach to»turn upon 
“ him;” by defeating h*m atmount«Sipylfls, and re¬ 
pulsing him from every part of Asia Minor. 

y “ Then he shall turn his face towards the fort of 
“ his own land; but he shall stumble and fall, and 
“ not be found.” Antioclnis, after his defeat, re¬ 
turned to Antioch, the capital of his kingdom, and 
the strongest fortress in it. He went soon after into 
the provinces of the East, in order to levy money to 
pay the Romans; but, having plundered the temple 
of Elymais, he there lost his life in a miserable 
manner. 

Such is the prophecy of Daniel relating to Antio- 
chus, which 1 have explained, in most places, accord¬ 
ing to the IIe.brew text. I confess there may be some 
doubtful and obscure terms which may be difficult to 
explain, and are variously interpreted by commenta¬ 
tors ; hut is it possible .tor the substance of the pro¬ 
phecy to appear obscure and doubtfu|? Can any rea¬ 
sonable man, who makes use of his understanding, 
ascribe such a prediction, cither to mere chance, or 
to the conjecture?of human prudence and sagacity? 
Can any light, but that which proceeds from God 
himself, penetrate, in this manner, into the darkness 
of futurity, and point out the events of it in so exact 
and circumstantial a manner? ‘Not to mention what 
is here said concerning Egypt, Seleucus Callinicus, 
king of Syria, leaves two children behind him. Tire 
eldest reigns but three years, and does not perform 
any exploit worthy of being recorded; and, accord- 
y Ver. 19. 
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ingly, the prophet does not take any notice of him. 
The youngest is Antiochus, surnamed the Great, from 
his great actions; and accordingly, the same prophet 
gives an abstract of the principal circumstances of his 
life, his most important enterprises, and even the 
manner of his death. In it we see his expeditions 
into Ccele-syria and Phoenicia, several cities of which 
are besieged and taken by that monarch; his entrance 
into Jerusalem, which is laid waste by the stay his 
troops make in it; his conquest of a great many 
islands; the marriage of his daughter with the king 
of Egypt, which does not answer the design he had in 
view; his overthrow by the Roman consul; his re¬ 
treat to Antioch; and, lastly, his unfortunate end. 
These arc, in a manner, the outlines of Antiochus’s 
picture, which can be made to resemble none but 
himself. Is it to be supposed that the prophet drew 
those features without design and at random, in the 
picture he has left us of him? The facts, which de¬ 
note the accomplishment of the prophecy, are all told 
by heathen authors, who lived many centuries after 
the prophet, and whose fidelity cannot be suspected. 
It appears to me, that we must renounce, not only 
religion, but reason, if we refuse to acknowledge, in 
such prophecies as these, the intervention of a Su¬ 
preme Being, to whom all ages are present, and who 
governs the world with absolute power. 
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Sect. IX. Sekucits Philopator succeeds to the throne 
of Antiochus his father. The first occurrences 
of the reign of Ptolemy Epiphanes in Egypt .— 
Various embassies sent to the Achceans and Ro¬ 
mans. Complaints made against Philip. Com¬ 
missioners are sent from Rome to enquire into 
those complaints; and at the same tiny: to take 
cognizance of the ill treatment of Spawta by the 
Achceans. Sequel of that affair. 

“Antiochus the Great dying, Seleucus Philopator, A. M. 
his eldest son, whom he had left in Antioch when he 3817 - 
set out for the eastern provinces, succeeded him. But An J' g ^' C 
his reign was obsure and contemptible, occasioned bv 
the misery to which the Romans had reduced that 
crown ; and the exorbitant* sum (a thousand talents 
annually) he was obliged to pay, during the whole of 
his reign, by virtue of the treaty of peace concluded 
between the king his father and that people. 

“Ptolemy Epiphanes at that time reigned in Egypt. 
Immediately upon his accession to the throne, he 
had sent an ambassador into Achaia, to renew the 
alliance which the king his father had formerly con¬ 
cluded with the Acha“ai|s. The latter accepted of 
this office with joy; and accordingly s^nt as deputies 
to the king, Lycortas, father of Polybius the historian, 
and two other ambassadors. The alliance being re¬ 
newed, Philopoemen, who was at that time in office, 
inviting Ptolemy’s ambassador to a banquet, the con¬ 
versation turned upon thgt prince. In the praise 
which the ambassador bestowed upon him, he expa¬ 
tiated very much on his dexterity in the chace, his 
address in riding, and his vigour and activity in the 
exercise of his arms; and to give an example of what 
he asserted, he declared, that this prince, when hunt- 

Appian. in Syr. p. 116. Volyb. in Leg. c. xxxvii. 

About 150,000 1 . 
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ing, had killed, on horseback, a wild bull with one 
stroke of his javelin. 

The same year that Antiochus died, Cleopatra his 
daughter, queen of Egypt, had a son, who reigned 
after Epiphanes his father, and was called Ptolemy 
Philometor. b The whole realm expressed great joy 
upon the' birth of this prince. Coele-syria and Pa¬ 
lestine distinguished themselves above all the pro¬ 
vinces, and the most considerable persons of those 
countries-wen^ to Alexandria upon that occasion 
with the most splendid equipages. Josephus, of 
whom I have spoken elsewhere, who was receiver- 
general of those provinces, being too old to take 
such a journey, sent his youngest son, Hyrcanus, in 
his stead, wdio was a young man of abundance of 
wit, and very engaging manners. The king and 
queen gave him a very favourable reception, and did 
him the honour of a place at their table. At one of 
these entertainments, the guests, who looked upon 
him with contempt, as a mere youth, without capacity 
or experience, placed before him the bones from which 
they had eaten the flesh. A buffoon, who used to di¬ 
vert the king with his jests, said to him; “ Do but 
“ behold, sir, the quantitv <>< nones before Hyrcanus, 
“ and your majesty may judge from thence in what 
“ a manner his father gnaws your provinces.” Those 
words made the king laugh; and he asked Hyrcanus 
how he came to have so groat a number of bones be¬ 
fore him. “ Y our majesty need not wonder at that, 
“ (replied he,) for dogs eat botlaflesh and bones, as 
“ you see the rest of the persons at your table have 
“ done (pointing to them); but men are contented to 
“ eat the flesh, and leave the bones, as 1 have done.” 
The mockers were knocked by that retort, and conti¬ 
nued mute and confused.—When the day for making 
the presents arrived, as Hyrcanus had given out that he 
had only * five talents to present, it was expected that 
he would be very ill received by the king; and people 

b Joseph. Antiq. lib. xii. c. 4. 

* About seven hundred and fifty pounds. 
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diverted themselves with the thoughts of it before¬ 
hand. The greatest presents made by the rest did 
not exceed * twenty talents. But Hyrcanus presented 
to the king a hundred boys, well shaped and finely 
dressed, whom he had bought, each of them bringing 
a talent as an offering; and to the queen as many 
girls in magnificent habits, each with a like present, 
for that princess. The whole court was amazed at 
such uncommon and surprising magnificence; and 
the king and queen dismissed Hyrcani^ with the 
highest marks of their favour and es’teem. 

c Ptolemy, in the first year of his reign, governed A. M. 
in so auspicious a manner, as gained him universal 382 °- 
approbation and applause: because he followed, in 
all things, the advice of Aristomenes, who was an¬ 
other father to him; but in process of time, the flat¬ 
tery of courtiers (that deadly poison to kings) pre¬ 
vailed over the wise counsels of that able minister. 

The young prince shunned him, and began to give 
into all the vices and failings of his father. Not be¬ 
ing able to endure the liberty which Aristomenes fre¬ 
quently took of advising him to act more worthy of 
his high station, he dispatched him by poison. Hav¬ 
ing thus got rid of a troublesome censor, whose sight 
alone was importunate, from the tacit reproaches it 
seemed to make him, he abandoned himself entirely 
to his vicious inclinatiofls; plunged into excesses and 
disorders of every kind; followed nO other guides in 
the administration of affairs than his unbridled pas¬ 
sions; and treated his subjects with the cruelty of a 
tyrant. 

The Egyptians, unable at length to endure the op¬ 
pressions and injustice fo which they were daily ex¬ 
posed, began to cabal together, and to form associa¬ 
tions against a king who oppressed them so grievously. 

Some pessons of the highest quality having engaged 
in this conspiracy, they had already formed designs 
for deposing him, and were upon the point of putting 
them in execution. 

' Diod. in Excerpt, p. 294. 

About three thousand pounds. 
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d To extricate himself from the difficulties in which 
he was now involved, he chose Polycrates for his 
prime minister, a man of great bravery as well as abi¬ 
lities, and who had the most consummate experience 
in affairs both of peace and war; for he had risen to 
the command of the army under his father, and had 
served in .that quality in the battle of Raphia, on 
which occasion he had contributed very much to the 
victory. He was afterwards governor of the island 
of Cyprus,: and happening to be in Alexandria when 
Scopas’s conspiracy was discovered, the expedients 
he employed on that occasion conduced very much to 
the preservation of the state. 

A. M. Ptolemy, by the assistance of this able minister, 
Anf j'*C overcame rebels. He obliged their chiefs, who 
183. ' were the principal lords of the country, to capitulate 
and submit on certain conditions. But, having seized 
their persons, he violated his promise; and, after 
having exercised various cruelties upon them, put 
them all to death. This perfidious conduct brought 
new troubles upon him, from which the abilities of 
Polycrates again extricated him. , 

The Achaean league, at the time we are now' 
speaking of, seems to have been very powerful, and 
in great consideration. We have seen that Ptolemy, 
a little after his accession to the throne, had been 
very solicitous to renew thfe ancient alliance with 
them. This he was also very desirous of in the 
latter end of his reign; and accordingly offered that 
republic six thousand shields and two hundred ta¬ 
lents of brass. His offer was accepted, and, in con¬ 
sequence of it, Lycortas and two other Achaeans 
were deputed to him, to think him for the presents, 
and to renew the alliance; and these returned soon 
A. M. after with Ptolemy’s ambassador, in order to ratify 
3S1 j 8, c the treaty. 'King Eumenes also sent an embassy 
jgg for the same purpose, and offered a hundred and 

d Polyb. in Excerpt, p, 113. 

® Polyb. in Legat. c. xli. p. 850—852. 
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twenty talents (about twenty-one thousand pounds 
sterling,) the interest of which was to be applied for 
the support of th« members of the public council. 
Others came likewise from Seleucus, who, in the 
name of their sovereign, offered ten ships of war com¬ 
pletely equipped ; and, at the same time, desired to 
have the ancient alliance with that prince, renewed. 
The ambassador whom Philopoemen had sent to 
Rome to justify his conduct, was returned from thence, 
and desired to give an account of his commission. 

For these several reasons a great assembly was held. 
The first man that entered it was Nicodemus of Elea. 
He gave an account of what he had said in the senate 
of Rome, with regard to the affair of Sparta, and the 
answer which had been made him. It was judged 
by the replies, that the senate, in reality, w>ere not 
pleased with the subversion of the government of 
Sparta, with the demolition of the walls of that 
city, nor with the massacre of the Spartans; but at 
the same time, that they did not annul any thing 
which had been enacted. And as no person hap¬ 
pened to speak for or against the answers of the 
senate, no further mention was made of it at that 
time. But frbe same affair will be the subject of 
much debate in the sequel. 

The ambassadors of Eumenes were next admitted 
to audience. After Having renewed the alliance 
which had been formerly made witrti Attalus, that 
king’s father; and proposed, in Eumencs’s name, 
the offer of a hundred and twenty talents; they 
expatiated largely on the great friendship and ten¬ 
der regard which their sovereign had always shewed 
for the Achmans. When they had ended, Apollo¬ 
nius of Sicyon rose up, and observed, that the pre¬ 
sent which the king of Pcrgamus offered, considered 
in itself, was worthy of the Achaeans; but, if regard 
was had to the end which Eumenes proposed to him¬ 
self by it, and the advantage he hoped to reap by 
his munificence, in that case the republic could 
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not accept of this present without bringing upon it¬ 
self everlasting infamy, and being guilty of the great¬ 
est of prevarications. “ For, in a word,” continued 
he, “ as the law forbids every individual, whether 
“ of the people or of the magistrates, to receive any 
“ gift from a king upon any pretence whatsoever, the 
“ crime jvould be much greater, should the com- 
“ monwealth, collectively, accept of Eumenes’s offers. 
“ That with regard to the infamy, it was self-evident 
“and glaring; for,” says Apollonius, “ what could 
“ reflect greater ignominy on a council, than to re- 
“ ceive, annually, from a king, money for its subsist¬ 
ence; and to assemble, in order to deliberate 
“ on public affairs, only as so many of his pen- 
“ sioners, and in a manner rising from his table, 
“ after having swallowed the # bait that concealed 
“ the hook? But what dreadful consequences might 
“ not be expected from such a custom, should it be 
“established? Afterwards Prusias, excited by the 
“ example of Eutnenes, would also be liberal of his 
“ benefactions, and after him, Seleucus: that, as the 
“ interest of kings differed widely from those of re- 
“ publics, and as, in the latter, their most important 
“ deliberations generally related to their differences 
“ with crowned beads, one of these two things would 
“ inevitably happen: either the Achasans would trans- 
“ act all things to the advantage of those princes, 
“and to the-prejudice of their own country; or 
“ else they must be guilty of the blackest ingratitude 
“ towards their benefactors.” He concluded his 
speech with exhorting the Achaeans to refuse the 
present which was offered; and added, “ That it 
“ was their duty to be displeased with Eumenes, 
“ for attempting to bribe their fidelity by such an 
“ offer.” The whole assembly with shouts rejected 

* Polybius, by this expression would denote, that such a pen¬ 
sion was a kind of bait that covered a hook, that is, the design 
which Eumenes had of making all those who composed the coun¬ 
cil his dependants. Kara #enmitas word Jjteap. 
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unanimously the proposal of the king of Pergamus, 
however dazzling the offer of so large a sum of money 
might be. • 

After this, Lycortas and the rest of the ambassa¬ 
dors who had been sent to Ptolemy, were called in; 
and the decree made by that prince for renewing the 
alliance was read. Aristenes, who presided in the 
assembly, having asked what treaty the king of Egypt 
desired to renew (several having been concluded with 
Ptolemy upon very different conditions,) ^nd nobody 
being able to answer that question* the decision of 
that affair was referred to another time. 

At last the ambassadors of Seleueus were admitted 
to audience. The Achmans renewed the alliance 
which had been concluded with him : but it was not 
judged expedient to accept, at that juncture, of the 
ships he offered. 

' Greece was far from enjoying a calm at this time; A. M. 
and complaints were carried, from all quarters, to 3819 - 
Rome against Philip. The senate thereupon nomi- j 8S ) 
nated three commissioners, of whom Q. Cecilius was 
the chief, to go and take cognizance of those affairs 
upon the spot. 

f Philip still retained the strongest resentment 
against the Romans, with whom he believed he had 
just reason to be dissatisfied on many accounts; but 
particularly, because fry the articles of peace, he had 
not been allowed the liberty of taking vengeance on 
such of his subjects as had abandoned him during 
the war. The Romans, however, had endeavoured 
to console him, by permitting him to invade Atha- 
mania, and Amynander the king of that country; 
by giving up to him sofne cities of Thessaly, which 
the Aitolians had seized; by, leaving him the pos¬ 
session of Demetrias and all Magnesia; and by not 
opposing him in his attempts to make himself master 
of many cities in Thrace; all which circumstances 


f Liv. 1. xxxix. n. 23—29. 
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had somewhat appeased his anger. He continually 
meditated, however, to take advantage of the repose 
which the peace afforded him, in order to prepare for 
war whenever a proper opportunity should present 
itself. But the complaints that were made against 
him at Rome having been listened to there, revived 
all his former disgusts. 

The three commissioners being arrived at Tempe 
in Thessaly, an assembly was called there, to which 
came, on ,one side, the ambassadors of the Thessa¬ 
lians, of th”e Perrhoebians and Athamanians; and, on 
the other, Philip king of Macedon, a circumstance 
that could not but greatly mortify the pride of so 
powerful a prince. The ambassadors urged their 
various complaints against Philip, with greater or 
less force, according to their different characters and 
abilities. Some, after excusing themselves for being 
obliged to plead against him in favour of their 
liberty, entreated him to act in regard to them 
rather as a friend than a master, and to imitate the 
Romans' in that particular, who endeavoured to win 
over their allies rather by friendship than fear. The 
rest of the ambassadors, with less reserve and mode¬ 
ration, reproached him to his face for°his injustice, 
oppression, and usurpation; assuring the commis¬ 
sioners, that in case they did not apply a speedy 
remedy, the triumphs they had obtained over Philip, 
and their restoration of liberty to the Grecians in¬ 
habiting the countries near Macedonia, would all 
be rendered ineffectual: that this prince, * like a 
fiery courser, would never be kept in and restrained 
without a very tight reign and a sharp curb. Phi¬ 
lip, that he might assume* the air of an accuser 
rather than of one accused, inveighed heavily against 
those who had harangued on this occasion, and par¬ 
ticularly against the Thessalians. He said, that 

Ut equum stemacm non parentem, frenis asperioribus casti- 
gandtim este. Liv. 
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like * slaves, who being made free on a sudden, con¬ 
trary to their expectations, break into the most inju¬ 
rious exclamation^ against their masters and bene¬ 
factors, so they abused, with the utmost insolence, 
the indulgence of the Romans; being incapable, 
after enduring a long servitude, of making a pru¬ 
dent and moderate use of the liberty which # had been 
granted them. The commissioners, after hearing 
the accusations and answers, the circumstances of 
which I have thought yropcr to omit as* little im¬ 
portant, and making some particular regulations, did 
not judge proper at that time to pronounce defini¬ 
tively upon their respective demands. 

From thence they went to Thessalonica, to enquire 
into the affairs relating to the cities of Thrace; and 
the king, who was very much disgusted, followed 
them thither. Eumenes’s ambassadors said to the 
commissioners, that if the Romans were resolved to 
restore the cities of Atnus and Maronca to their 
liberty, their sovereign was far from having a design 
to oppose it; but that, if they did not concern 
themselves in regard to the condition of the cities 
which had been conquered from Antiochus; in that 
case, the service which Eumenes and Attalus his 
father had done Rome seemed to require that they 
should rather be given up to their master than to 
Philip, who had no manner of right to them, but had 
usurped them by open force: that,,besides, these 
cities had been given to Eumenes, by a decree of the 
ten commissioners whom the Romans had appointed 
to determine thesS differences. The Maroneans, 
who were afterwards heard, inveighed in the strongest 
terms against the injustice and oppression which 
Philip’s garrison exercised in their city. 


* Insolenter et immodice abuli Thessalos induJgentid populi Ro¬ 
mani; velut ex diuiina ski nimis avide meram haurientes likertutem. 
Ita, servorum modo, prater spem repente manumissorum, licentium 
vocis et lingua experiri, et jacture sese insectatione et conviciis 
dominorum, Liv, 
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Here Philip delivered himself in quite different 
terms from what he had done before; and directing 
himself personally to the Romany declared, that he 
had long perceived they were fully determined never 
to do him justice on any occasion. He made a long 
enumeration of the grievous injuries he pretended to 
have received from them; the services he had done 
the Romans on different occasions; and laid great 
stress on the zeal with which he had always adhered 
to their interest, so far as tp refuse three thousand * 
talents, fifty ships of war completely equipped, and a 
great number of cities, which Antiochus offered him, 
upon condition Ahat he would conclude an alliance 
with him. That, notwithstanding this, he had the 
mortification to see Eumenes preferred on all occa¬ 
sions, with whom he disdained to compare himself; 
and that the Romans, so far from enlarging his 
dominions, as he thought his services merited, had 
even dispossessed him, as well of those cities to 
which he had a lawful claim, as of such as they had 
bestowed upon him. “ You, 0 Romans,” says he, 
concluding his speech, “ are to consider upon what 
“ terms you intend to have me be with you. If 
“ you are determined to treat me as an enemy, 
“ and to urge me to extremities, in that case you 
“ need only use me as you have hitherto done: 
“ but, if you still revere in-my person the title and 
“ quality of Mng, ally, and friend, spare me, 1 be- 
“ seech you, the shame of being treated any longer 
“ with so much indignity.” 

The commissioners were moved with this speech 
of the king. For this reason, they thought it in¬ 
cumbent on them to leave the affair in suspense, by 
making no decisive .answer; and accordingly they 
decreed, that if the cities in question had been 
given to Eumenes, by the decree of the ten commis¬ 
sioners, as he pretended they were, in that case it 


About 450,000 1. sterling. 
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was not in their power to reverse it: that if Philip 
had acquired them by right of conquest, it was but 
just that he should t be suffered to continue in posses¬ 
sion of them : that if neither of these things should be 
proved, then the cognizance of this affair should be 
left to the judgment of the senate; and, in the mean 
time, the garrisons be drawn out of the ctfies, each 
party retaining its pretensions as before. 

This regulation, by which Philip was commanded, 
provisionally, to withdraw his garrisons out'of the re¬ 
spective cities, far from satisfying that prince, so en¬ 
tirely discontented and enraged him, that the conse¬ 
quence would certainly have been an.open war, if he 
had lived long enough to prepare for it. 

6 The commissioners, at their leaving Macedonia, 
went to Achaia. Aristenes, who was the chief ma¬ 
gistrate, assembled immediately all the chiefs of the 
republic in Argos. Cecilius coming into this coun¬ 
cil, after having applauded the zeal of the Achasans, 
and the wisdom of their government on all other 
occasions, added, that he could not forbear telling 
them, that their injurious treatment of the Lacedae¬ 
monians had been very much censured at Rome; and 
therefore he exhorted them to amend, as much as 
lay in their power, what had been done imprudently 
against them on that occasion. The silence of Ari¬ 
stenes, who did not reply a single word, shewed that 
he was of the same opinion with Ceoilius, and that 
they acted in concert. Diophanes of Megalopolis, a 
man better skilled in war than politics, and who hated 
Philopcemen, without mentioning the affair of Sparta, 
made other complaints against him. Upon this, Phi- 
lopannen, Lycortas, and Archon, began to speak with 
the utmost vigour in defence of Jhe republic. They 
shewed, that the whole transaction with respect to 
Sparta had been conducted with prudence, and even 
to the advantage of the Lacedasmonians: and that 


* Polyb. in Leg. c, xlt! p. 853, 854. 
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no alteration could take place, without violating hu¬ 
man laws, as well-as the reverence due to the gods. 
When Cecilius quitted the assembly, the members of 
it, moved with Philopcemen’s discourse, came to a re¬ 
solution, that nothing should be changed in what had 
been decreed, and that this answer should be made 
the Roman ambassador. 

When it was told Cecilius, he desired that the gene¬ 
ral assembly of the country might be convened. To 
this the magistrates replied, that he must first produce 
a letter fhnn tbe-senate of Rome, by which theAchae- 
ans should be desired to meet. As Cecilius had no 
such letter, they told him plainly, that they would not 
assemble; which exasperated him to such a degree, 
that he left Achaia, and would not hear what the ma¬ 
gistrates had to say* It was believed that this ambas¬ 
sador (and before him Marcus Fulvius) would not 
have delivered themselves with so much freedom, had 
they not been sure that Aristenes and Diophanes were 
in their interest. And, indeed, they were accused of 
having invited those Romans into that country, purely 
out of hatred to Philopcemen; and accordingly were 
greatly suspected by the populace. 

h Cecilius, at his return to Rome, acquainted the 
senate with whatever had been transacted by him in 
• Greece. After this, the ambassadors of Macedonia 
and Peloponnesus were brought in. Those of Philip 
and Eumenea. were introduced first, and then the 
exiles of iEnus and Maronea; who all repeated 
what they had before said in the presence of Ce¬ 
cilius in Thessalonica. The senate, after hearing 
them, sent to Philip other ambassadors, of whom 
Appius Claudius was the principal, to examine 
on the spot whether he was withdrawn (as he had 
promised Cecilius) from the cities of Perrhcebia; 
to command him, at the same tiuie, to evacuate 
iEnus and Maronea; and to draw off his troops 


k Polyb. in Legatee, xlii. Liv. 1. xxxix. n. 33. 
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from all the castles, territories, and cities, which he 
possessed on the sea coast of Thrace. 

They next admired to audience Apollonidas, the 
ambassador whom the Achaeans had sent to justify 
their having refused to give an answer to Cecilius; 
and to inform the senate of all that had been trans¬ 
acted with regard to the Spartans, who on # their side 
had deputed to Rome Areus and Alcibiades, who 
both were of the number of the first exiles whom 
Philopoemen and the Aqhasans had^ restored to their 
country. The circumstance which n»st exasperated 
the Achsans was, to see that, notwithstanding the 
valuable and recent obligation conferred upon them, 
they had, however, taken upon themselves the odi- • 
ous commission of accusing those who .had saved 
them so unexpectedly, and had procured them the 
happiness of returning to their houses and fa¬ 
milies. Apollonidas endeavoured to prove, that it 
would be impossible to settle the affairs of Sparta 
with greater prudence than Philopoemen and the rest 
of the Achaeans had done; and they likewise excul¬ 
pated themselves, for having refused to call a general 
assembly. On the other side, Areus and Alcibiades 
represented, iu the most affecting manner, the la¬ 
mentable condition to which Sparta was reduced; its 
walls demolished ; its * citizens dragged into Achaia, 
and reduced to a state erf captivity; the sacred law s 
of Lycurgus, which had made it subsist during so 
long a series of years, and with so much glory, entirely 
abolished. 

The senate, after weighing and comparing the 
reasons on both sides, ordered the same ambassadors 
to enquire into this affair *as had been nominated to 
inspect those of Macedon ; and desired the Achaeans 
to convene their general assembly, whenever the 

* By the decree of the Achaeans it had been enacted, that 
such slaves as had been adopted among the citizens ol Sparta, 
should leave the city and all Lacojiia; in default of which, the 
Achaeans were empowered to seize and sell them as slaves, which 
had accordingly been executed. , 

VOL. VII. D 
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Roman ambassadors should require it; as the senate 
admitted them to audience in Rome as often as they 
asked it. 

‘ When Philip was informed by his ambassadors, 
who had been sent back to him from Rome, that he 
must absolutely evacuate all the cities of Thrace; 
in the highest degree of rage, to see his dominions 
contracted on every side, he vented his fury on the 
inhabitants of Maronea. Onomastes, who was go¬ 
vernor of Thrace, employed Cassander, who was 
very well knowa in the city, to execute the barbarous 
command of the prince. Accordingly, in the dead 
of night, he led a body of Thracians into it, who 
fell on the citizens, and cut a great number of them 
to pieces. Philip having thus wreaked his vengeance 
on those who were not of his faction, waited calmly 
for the commissioners, being firmly persuaded that 
no one would dare to impeach him. 

Some time after, Appius arrives; who, upon being 
informed of the barbarous treatment which the Ma- 
roneans had met with, reproached the king of Mace- 
don, in the strongest terms, on that account. The 
latter resolutely asserted, that he had not been in 
any manner concerned in the massacre, but that it 
was wholly occasioned by an insurrection of the 
populace. “ Some,” says he, “declaring for Eumenes, 
“ and others for me, a great quarrel arose, and they 
“ butchered one another.” He went so far as to 
challenge them to produce any person who pre¬ 
tended to have any articles to lay to hi* charge. 
But who would have dared to impeach him? His 
punishment would have been immediate; and the 
aid he might have expected from the Romans was too 
far off. It is to no purpose,” says Appius to him, 
“ for you to apologize for yourself; I know what 
“ things have been done, as well as the author of 
“them,” These words gave Philip the greatest 

Polyb. in Legat. c. »liv. Liv. 1. xxxix. n. 34, 35. 
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anxiety. However, matters were not carried farther 
at this first interview. 

But Appius, the next day, commanded him to 
send immediately Onomastes and Cassander to Rome, 
to be examined by the senate on the affair in ques¬ 
tion, declaring, that there was no other way left for 
him to clear himself. Philip, upon receiving this 
order, changed colour, wavered within himself, and 
hesitated a long time before he made answer. At 
last, he declared that he jvould send Cassander, whom 
the commissioners suspected to be ^he contriver of 
the massacre: but he was determined not to send 
Onomastes, who (he declared) so «far from having 
been in Maronea at the time this bloody tragedy 
happened, was not even in the neighbourhood of it. 
The true reason was, that Philip was afraid lest 
Onomastes, in whom he reposed the utmost confidence, 
and had never concealed any thing from him, should 
betray him to the senate. As for Cassander, the 
instant the commissioners bad left Macedon, be put 
him on board a ship; but, at tire same time, sent 
some persons in his company, who poisoned him in 
Epirus. 

After the departure of the commissioners, who 
were fully persuaded that Philip had contrived the 
massacre in Maronea, and was upon the point of 
breaking with the Romans; the king of Macedon, 
reflecting in his own mind, and with his friends, 
that the hatred he bore the Romans, and the strong 
desire he had to wpeak bis vengeance on that people, 
must necessarily soon display itself; would have been 
very glad to take up arms immediately, and declare 
war against them; but, not being prepared, he con¬ 
ceived an expedient to gain time. He resolved to 
send his son Demetrius to Rome, whom, as having 
been many years a hostage, and having acquired 
great esteem in that city, he judged very well quali¬ 
fied either to defend him against the accusations 
with which he might be charged before the senate, or 
apologize for such faults as he really had committed. 
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He accordingly made all the preparations neces¬ 
sary for this embassy, and nominated several friends 
to attend the prince his son on that occasion. 

He, at the same, time promised to succour the 
Byzantines; not that he was sincerely desirous of 
defending them, but because his bare advancing to 
aid that people, would strike terror into the petty 
princes of Thrace, in the neighbourhood of the 
Propontis, and would prevent their opposing the 
resolution he had formed of engaging in a war against 
the Romatft. And accordingly having defeated those 
petty sovereigns in a battle, and taken their chief 
prisoner, he hereby put it out of their power to 
annoy him, and returned into Macedon. 

k The arrival of the Roman commissioners, who 
were commanded to go from Macedon into Achaia, 
was expected in Peloponnesus. Lycortas, in order 
that an answer might be ready for them, summoned 
a council, in which the affair of the Lacedamonians 
was examined. He represented to the assembly, 
what they had to fear from them; the Romans 
seeming to favour their interest much more than that 
of the Achseans. He expatiated chiefly on the in¬ 
gratitude of Areus and Alcibiades, who though they 
owed their return to the Achseans, had however been 
so base as to undertake the embassy against them 
to the senate, where they acted and spoke like pro¬ 
fessed enemies ;> as if the Achseans had driven them 
from their country, whereas it was they who had 
restored them to it. Upon this, great shouts were 
heard in every part of the assembly, and the presi¬ 
dent was desired to bring the affair into immediate 
deliberation. Nothing prevailing but passion and a 
thirst of revenge, Areus and Alcibiades were con¬ 
demned to die. 

The Roman commissioners arrived a few days after, 
and the council met at Clitor in Arcadia. This filled 
the Achseans with the utmost terror; for seeing Areus 
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and Alcibiades, whom they had just before con¬ 
demned to die, arrive with the commissioners, 
they naturally sflpposed that the enquiry which 
was going to be made would be no way favourable 
to them. 

Appius then told them that the senate had been 
deeply affected with the complaints of thb Lacede¬ 
monians, and could not but disapprove of every 
thing which had been done with respect to them: 
the murther of those ftho, on the,pro#ise which 
Philopoemen had made them, had come to plead their 
cause; the demolition of the walls of Sparta; the 
abolition of the law's and institutions of Lycurgus, 
which had spread the fame of that city throughout 
the world, and made it flourish for several ages. 

Lycortas, both as president of the council, and as 
being of the same opinion with Philopoemen, the au¬ 
thor of whatever had been transacted against Lacedae¬ 
mon, undertook to answer Appius. He shewed, first, 
that as the Lacedaemonians had attacked the exiles, 
contrary to the tenor of the treaty, which expressly 
forbid them to make any attempt against the mari¬ 
time cities; these exiles, in the absence of the Ro¬ 
mans, could have recourse only to the Achaean league, 
which could not be justly blamed for having assisted 
them to the utmost of.their power, in so urgent a 
necessity. That with regard to the jnassacre which 
Appius laid to their charge, it ought not to be im¬ 
puted to them, but to the exiles, who were then headed 
by Areus and Aleibiades; and who, by their own 
immediate impulse, and without being authorized 
by the Achaeans, had fallen with the utmost fury 
and violence on those whom they considered the 
authors of their banishment, *and of all the rest 
of the calamities they had suffered. “ However 
“(added Lycortas), it is pretended that we cannot 
“ but own that we were the cause of the abolition of 
“ Lycurgus’s laws, and the .demolition of the walls 
“ of Sparta. This, indeed, is a real fact; but then 
“ how can this double objection be made to us at 
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“ the same time ? The walls in question were not 
“ built by Lycurgus, but by tyrants, who erected 
“ them some few years ago, no? for the security 
“ of the city but for their own safety, and to en- 
“ able themselves to abolish, with impunity, the dis- 
“ cipline and regulations so happily established by 
“ that wise legislator. Were it possible for him 
“ to rise now from the grave, he would be overjoyed 
“ to see those walls destroyed, and would say that he 
“ now recognizes his native country and ancient 
“ Sparta. You should not, 0 citizens of Sparta, have 
“ waited for Philopoemen or the Acha:ans; but ought 
“ yourselves to have pulled down those walls with 
“ your own hands, and destroyed even the slightest 
“ trace of tyranny. These were the ignominious scars 
“ of your slavery: and, after having maintained your 
“liberties during almost eight hundred years; and 
“ been in former times the sovereigns of Greece, 
“ without the support and assistance of walls; they, 
“ for these hufdred years, have become the instru- 
“ mentsof your slavery, and, in a manner, your shackles 
“ and fetters. With respect to the ancient law's of 
“ Lycurgus, they were suppressed by the tyrants; 
“ and we have only substituted our own, by putting 
“ you upon a level with us in all things.” 

Addressing himself then to Appius, “ I cannot 
“ forbear owning (says he) that the words I have 
“ hitherto spoken, are not such as should be used 
“ from one ally to another; nor by a free nation, 
“ hut slaves who speak to their master. For, 
“ in fine, if the voice of the herald, who pro- 
“ claimed us, in the first plaice, to be free, was not a 
“ vain and empty ceremony; if the treaty concluded 
“ at that time be real'and solid; if you are desirous 
“ of sincerely preserving an alliance and friendship 
“ with us; on what can that infinite disparity which 
‘ f yqu suppose to be between you Romans and us 
‘‘ Acbaeans be groundedp I do not enquire into the 
e( treatment which Capua met with, after you bad 
“ taken that city: why then do you examine into our 
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“ usage of the Lacedaemonians, after we had con- 
“ quered them ? Some of them were killed: and I 
“ will suppose that it was by us. But did not you 
“ strike off the heads of several Campanian senators? 
“ We levelled the walls of Sparta with the ground; 
“ but as for you, Romans, you not only dispossessed 
“ Campaniansof their walls, but of their city and lands. 
“ To this I know you will reply, that the equality ex- 
“ pressed in the treaties between the Romans and 
“ Achaeans is merely specious, and ^ ba£p form of 
“ words: that we really have but a precarious and 
“ transmitted liberty, but that the Romans are the 
“ primary source of authority and empire. Of this, 
“ Appius, I am but too sensible. However, since 
“ we must submit to this, I entreat you at least, how 
“ wide a difference soever you may set between 
“ yourselves and us, not to put your enemies and our 
“own upon a level with us, who are your allies; 
“ especially, not to shew them better treatment than 
“ you do to us. They require us, by forswearing 
“ ourselves, to dissolve and annul all we have enacted 
“ by oath; and to revoke that, which by being written 
“ in our records, and engraved on marble, in order 
“ to preserve the remembrance of it for ever, is be- 
“ come a sacred monument, which it is not lawful 
“ for us to violate. We revere you, O Romans; and 
“ if you will have it so, we also fear you: but then 
“ we think it glorious to have a greater reverence and 
“ fear for the immortal gods.” 

The greatest part of the assembly applauded this 
speech, and all were unanimous in their opinion, 
that he had spoken like a true magistrate; it was 
therefore necessary for the Romans to act with vigour, 
or resolve to lose their authority. Appius, without 
descending to particulars, advised them, whilst they 
still enjoyed their freedom, and had not received 
any orders, to make a merit with the Romans, 
of enacting of their own accord what might af¬ 
terwards be enjoined them. They were grieved 
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at these words; but were instructed by them, 
not to persist obstinately in the refusal of what should 
be demanded. All they therefore desired was, that 
the Romans would decree whatever they pleased 
with regard to Sparta; but not oblige the Achasans 
to break their oath, by annulling their decree them¬ 
selves. As to the sentence that rvas just before 
passed against Areus and Alcibiades, it was immedi¬ 
ately repealed. 

1 The J£oin$ns pronounced judgment the year 
following. The chief articles of the ordinance were, 
that those persons who had been condemned by the 
Achmans should be recalled and restored; that all 
sentences relating to this affair should be repealed, 
and that Sparta should continue a member of the 
Achaean league. ra Pausanias adds an article not 
taken notice of by Livy, that the walls which had 
been demolished should be rebuilt. Q. Marcius 
was appointed commissary to settle the affairs of 
Macedon, and those of Peloponnesus, where great 
feuds and disturbances subsisted, especially between 
the Acbaeans on one side, and the Messenians and 
Lacedaemonians on the other. " They all had sent 
ambassadors to Rome: but it does not appear that 
the senate was in any great haste to put an end to 
their differences. The answer they made to the 
Lacedaemonians was, that the Romans were deter¬ 
mined not to trouble themselves any further about 
their affairs. The Achaeans demanded aid of the 
Romans against the MessenianS, pursuant to the 
treaty; or at least, not to suffer arms or provisions 
to be transported out of Italy, to the latter people. 
It was answered them, that when any cities broke 
their alliance with the Achteans, the senate did not 
think itself obliged to enter into those disputes; 
for that this would open a door to ruptures and 

1 Liv. 1 . xxxxviii. n. 48. , ■ In Achaic. p. 414. n Polyb. in 
Legat, c. li. 
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divisions, and even, in some measure, give a sanction 
to them. 

In these proceedings appears the artful and jealous 
policy of the Romans, which tended solely to weaken 
Philip and the Achaeans, of whose power they were 
jealous; and who covered their ambitious designs 
w'ith the specious pretence of succouring Ihe weak 
and oppressed. 


Sect. X. Philopcemen besieges Messene. He is 
taken prisoner, and put to death • by the Messe- 
nians. Messene surrendered to the Achaeans. 

The splendid funeral procession of Philopcemen, 
whose ashes are carried to Megalopolis. Sequel 
of the affair relating to the Spartan exiles. The 
death of Ptolemy Epiphanes, who is succeeded by 
Philometor his son. 

Dinocrates the Messenian, who had a particular A. M. 
enmity to Philopcemen, had drawn off Messene from 3821. 
the Achaean league; and was meditating how he C 
might best seize upon a considerable post, called 
Corone, near that city. Philopcemen, then seventy 
years of age, and generalissimo of the Achaeans for 
the eighth titpe, was thefl sick. However, the instant 
the news of this was brought him, h& set out, not¬ 
withstanding his indisposition, made a forced march, 
and advanced towards Messene with a body of forces, 
not very numerous, but consisting of the flower of the 
Megalopolitan youth. Dinocrates, who had marched 
out against him, was soon put to flight: but five hun¬ 
dred troopers, who guarded the open country of Mes¬ 
sene, happening to come up and reinforce him, he 
faced about and routed Philopcemen. This general, 
whose sole concern was to save the gallant youths 
who had followed him in this expedition, performed 

Liv. 1. xxxix. n. 48. Plut. in Philop. p. 366—388. Polyb. 
m Legat. c. lii. liii. 
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the most extraordinary acts of bravery; but hap¬ 
pening to fall .from his horse, and receiving a deep 
wound in his head, he was takeh prisoner by the 
enemy, who carried him to Messene. Plutarch con¬ 
siders this ill "fortune of Philopoemen as the punish¬ 
ment for a rash and arrogant expression that had 
escaped Him upon his hearing a certain general ap¬ 
plauded : “ Ought that man,” says he, “ to be va- 
“ lued, who suffers himself to be taken alive by the 
“ enemy, v'hilsj he has arm^to defend himself?” 

As soon as the news was brought to Messene, that 
Philopoemen was taken prisoner, and on his way to 
that city, the Messenians were in such transports of 
joy that they all ran to the gates of the city; not 
being able to persuade themselves of the truth of 
what they heard till they saw him themselves, so 
greatly improbable did such an event appear to them. 
To satisfy the violent curiosity of the inhabitants, 
many of whom had not yet been able to get a sight 
of him, they were forced to shew the illustrious pri¬ 
soner on the theatre, where multitudes flocked to see 
him. When they beheld Philopoemen dragged along 
in chains, most of the spectators were so much moved 
to compassion that the tears trickled from their 
eyes. There even was heard a murmur among the 
people, which resulted from humanity and a very 
laudable gratitude: “ That the Messenians ought to 
“ call to mind the great services done by Philopoe- 
“ men, and his having preserved the liberty of Achaia 
“ by the defeat of Nabis the tyrant.” But the ma¬ 
gistrates did not suffer him to be long exhibited in 
tnis manner, lest the pity,of the people should be 
attended with ill consequences. They therefore took 
him away on a suddki; and, after consulting toge¬ 
ther, caused him to be conveyed to a place called the 
treasury. This was a subterraneous dungeon, whi¬ 
ther neither light nor air entered from without; and 
which had no door to jt, but was shut with a huge 
stone that waa Foiled over the entrance. In this dun- 



Alexander’s successors. 

geon they imprisoned Philopoemen, and posted a 
guard round every part of it. 

As soon as it wds night, and all the people were 
withdrawn, Dinocrates caused the stone to be rolled 
away, and the executioner to descend into the dun¬ 
geon with a dose of poison to Philopoemen, com¬ 
manding him not to stir till he had swallowed it. 
The moment the illustrious Megalopolitan perceived 
the light, and saw the man advance towards him, 
with a lamp in one hand fcnd the bow^ of^tobon in 
the other, he raised himself with the utmost difficulty 
(for he was very weak), sat dow n, and then taking 
the cup, he enquired of the executioner, whether he 
could tell what was become of the young Megalopo- 
litans his followers, and particularly of Lycortas? The 
executioner answering, that he heard that almost all 
of them had saved themselves by flight; Philopoe¬ 
men thanked him by a nod, and looking kindly on 
him, “ You bring me,” says be, “good news; and 
“ I find we are not entirely unfortunate:” after 
which, without breathing the least complaint, he 
swallowed the deadly dose, and laid himself again 
on his cloak. The poison was very speedy in its ef¬ 
fects; for Philopoemen being extremely weak and 
feeble, he expired in a moment. 

When the news of his death was spread among the 
Achseans, all their cities were inexpressibly afflicted 
and dejected. Immediately all their young men 
who were of age to bear arms, and all their magi¬ 
strates, came to Megalopolis. Here a grand council 
being summoned, it was unanimously resolved not 
to delay a moment taking vengeance for so horrid a 
deed; and accordingly, having elected on the spot 
Lycortas for their general, they advanced with the ut¬ 
most fury into Messenia, and filled every part of it 
with blood and slaughter. The Messenians, having 
now no refuge left, and being unable to defend them¬ 
selves by force of arms, sent a deputation to the 
Achteans, to desire that an end might be put to the 
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war, and to beg pardon for their past faults. Ly- 
cortas, moved at their entreaties, did not think it 
advisable to treat them as their furious and insolent 
revolt seemed to deserve. He told them, that there 
was no other way for them to expect a peace than 
by delivering up the authors of the revolt, and of 
the deafh of Philopoemen; by submitting all their 
affairs to the disposal of the Achteans, and receiving 
a garrison into their citadel. These conditions were 
accepted,** and executed immediately. Dinocrates, 
to prevent the ignominy of dying by an executioner, 
laid violent hands on himself, in which he was imi¬ 
tated by all those who had advised the putting of 
Philopoemen to death. Lycortas caused those to be 
delivered up who had advised the insulting of Phi¬ 
lopoemen. These were undoubtedly the persons 
who were stoned round his tomb, as we shall soon 
see. 

The funeral obsequies of Philopoemen were then 
solemnized. After the body had been consumed by 
the flames, his ashes collected, and deposited in an 
urn, the train set out for Megalopolis. This pro¬ 
cession did not so much resemble a funeral as a tri¬ 
umph, or rather it was a mixture of both. First 
came the infantry, their brows adorned with crowns, 
and all shedding floods of fears. Then followed the 
Messenian prisoners bound in chains: afterwards 
the general’s son, young # Polybius, carrying the urn 
adorned with ribbons and crowns, and accompanied 
by the noblest and most illustrious Achaeans. The 
urn was followed by all the cavalry, whose arms glit¬ 
tered magnificently, and whose horses were all richly 
caparisoned, who closed the march, and did not seem 
too much dejected at this mournful scene, nor too 
much elate from their victory. All the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring towns and villages flocked to 
meet the procession, as if they came in honour of a 

* This was Polybius theliistorian, who might then be about 
two-and-twenty. 
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victory obtained. All possible honours were done to 
Philopaemen at his interment, and the Messenian 
captives were stoned round his sepulchre. The cities 
in general, by decrees enacted for that purpose, or¬ 
dered the greatest honours to be paid him, and 
erected many statues to him with magnificent in¬ 
scriptions. • 

Several * years after, at the time that Corinth was 
burned and destroyed by Mummius the proconsul, 
a false accuser (a Homan), as I observed ejsewhere, 
used his utmost endeavours to get ttfem oroken to 
pieces; prosecuted him criminally, as if alive; charg¬ 
ing him with having been an enemy ID the Romans, 
and of discovering a hatred for them on all occasions. 
The cause was heard in council before Mummius. 
The slanderer exhibited all his articles of impeach¬ 
ment, and produced his proofs. They were answered 
by Polybius, who refuted them with great solidity 
and eloquence. It is great pity so interesting a piece 
should have been lost. Neither Mummius, nor his 
council, would permit the monuments of that great 
man’s glory to be destroyed, though he had opposed, 
like a bulwark, the successes of the Romans: for the 
Romans of thatuge, says Plutarch, made the just and 
proper discrimination between virtue and interest; 
they distinguished the glorious and honourable from 
the profitable; and were persuaded, that worthy per¬ 
sons ought to "honour and revere the memory of men 
who signalized themselves by their virtue, though they 
had been their enemies. 

Livy tells us, that the Greek as well as Roman 
writers observe, that three illustrious men, Philop«e- 
men, Hannibal, and ScipioJ happened to die in the 
same year, or thereabouts; thus pittingPhilopoemen 
in parallel, and, as it were, Upon a level, with the 
two most celebrated generals of the two most power¬ 
ful nations in the world. I believe I have already 
given the reader a sufficient idea of his character, so 
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shall only repeat what I before observed, that Philo- 
pcemen was called the last of the Greeks, as Brutus 
was said to be the last of the Romans. 

The Messenians, by their imprudent conduct, be¬ 
ing reduced to the most deplorable condition, were, 
by the goodness and generosity of Lycortas and the 
Achaeans, restored to the league from which they had 
withdrawn themselves. Several other cities, which, 
from the example they set them, had also renounced 
it, renewed their alliance .with it. Such commonly 
is the happy effect which a seasonable act of cle¬ 
mency produces; whereas a violent and excessive 
severity, that breathes nothing but blood and ven¬ 
geance, often hurries people to despair; and so far 
from proving a remedy to evils, only inflames and 
exasperates them the more. 

When news came to Rome, that the Achasans had 
happily terminated their war with the Messenians, 
the ambassadors were addressed in terms quite dif¬ 
ferent from those which had been used to them be¬ 
fore. The senate told them, that they had been par¬ 
ticularly careful not to suffer either arms or provisions 
to be carried from Italy to Messene; an answer 
which manifestly discovers the insincerity of the Ro¬ 
mans, and the little regard they had to good faith in 
their transactions with other nations. They seemed, 
at first, desirous of giving'the signal to all the cities 
engaged in thfe Achaean league, to take up arms; and 
now, they endeavoured to flatter the Achieans into 
an opinion, that they had sought all opportunities to 
serve them. 

It is manifest on this occasion, that the Roman 
senate consented to what bad been transacted, be¬ 
cause it was not on their power to oppose it; that 
they wanted to make a merit of this with the Achas¬ 
ans, who possessed almost the whole force of Pelo¬ 
ponnesus ; that they were very cautious of giving the 
least umbrage to this league, at a time when they 
could place no dependence on Philip; when the 
jEtolians were disgusted; and when Antiochus, by 
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joining with that people, might engage in some enter¬ 
prise which might have been of ill consequence to the 
Romans. 

-1 have related Hannibal’s death in the history of 
the Carthaginians. After retiring from Antiochus’s 
court, he had fled to Prusias king of Bithynia, who 
was then at war with Eumenes king of Bergamus. 
Hannibal did that prince great service. Both sides 
were preparing for a naval engagement, on which 
occasion, Eumenes’s fleet consisted of a much 
greater number of ships than that ofTh-usias. But 
Hannibal opposed stratagem to force. He had got 
together a great number of venomous serpents, and 
had filled several earthen vessels with them. The 
instant the signal for battle was given, he commanded 
the officers and sailors to fall upon Eumenes’s galley 
only (informing them at the same time of a sign by 
which they should distinguish it from the rest); and 
to annoy the enemy no otherwise than by throwing 
the earthen vessels into the rest of the galleys. At 
first this was only laughed at; the sailors not ima¬ 
gining that these earthen vessels could be of the least 
service: but when the serpents were seen gliding 
over every par* of the galleys, the soldiers and row¬ 
ers, now studious only of preserving themselves from 
those venomous creatures, did not once think of the 
enemy* In the mean time, the royal galley was so 
warmly attacked, that it was very neaf being taken; 
and it was with the utmost difficulty that the king 
made his escape, prusias, by Hannibal’s assistance, 
gained several victories by land. This prince being 
one day afraid to venture a battle, because the vic¬ 
tims had not been propitious; “ What,”* says Han¬ 
nibal, “ do you rely more upon the liver erf a beast 
“ than upon the advice and experience of Hannibal?” 

v Liv.l. xxxix. n. 51. Cor. Nep. in Aaaib. c. x.—sii. Justin. 
1. xxxii. c. 4. 

♦ An tu, inquit, vilulime carmcula, qudm imperatori veteri mans 
credere ?—Unius hostile jecinori longo experimento testatum gloriam 
sttam postponi, cequo ultimo non. tulit. V»). Max. 1. iii. c. 7. 
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To prevent his falling into the hands of the Romans, 
who required Prusias to deliver him up, he took a 
dose of poison, which brought him to his end. 

A. M. * I before observed, that the Romans, among many 
Ant* J 2 *C °^ er art ' c ^ es > had decreed, that Sparta should be ad- 
]g2 - ‘ mitted into the Achaean league. The ambassadors 
being returned, and having reported the answer which 
had been received from the senate, Lycortas assem¬ 
bled the people atSicyon, to deliberate whether Sparta 
should be admitted into th&Achaean league. To in- 
cline the populace to acquiesce in this proposition, he 
represented that the Romans, to whose disposal that 
city had been abandoned, would no longer be bur- 
thened with it: that they had declared to the ambas¬ 
sadors, that they were no ways concerned in this af¬ 
fair : that the Spartans who were engaged in the ad¬ 
ministration of public affairs, were very desirous of 
that union, which (he observed) could not fail of be¬ 
ing attended with great advantage to the Achaean 
league, as the first exiles, who had behaved with 
great ingratitude and impiety towards them, would 
not be included in it; but would be banished from 
the city, and other citizens substituted in their room. 
Diophanes and some other persons undertook to de¬ 
fend the cause of the exiles. However, notwithstand¬ 
ing their opposition, the council decreed, that Sparta 
should be admitted into the league, and accordingly- 
it was so. W ith regard to the first exiles, those only 
were pardoned, who could not be convicted of en¬ 
gaging in any attempt against the Achaean republic. 

When the affair was ended, ambassadors were sent 
to Rome, in the name of all the parties concerned. 
The senate, after giving 'audience to those sent by 
Sparta and by the exiles, said nothing to the am¬ 
bassadors, which tended to shew that they were 
disgusted at what had passed. With respect to 
those who had been lately sent into banishment, 
the senate promised to write to the Achteans, 
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to obtain leave for them to return into their native 
country. Some days after, Bippus, the Achtpan 
deputy, being arrived in Rome, was introduced into 
the senate; and there gave an account of the man¬ 
ner in which the Messenians had been restored to 
their former state; and the senators were not qply 
satisfied with every thing he related to them, hut 
treated him with abundant marks of honour and amity. 

'The Lacedasmoniau exiles were no sooner r«* a. m. 
turned from Rome into Peloponnesus, than they de- 3S2S. 
livered to the Achaeans the letters w tflgb^he senate A* 11, J - c> 
had 8Pnt by them, and by which they were desired ]81 ' 
to permit the exiles to settle again, in their native 
country. It was answered, that the purport of those 
letters should be considered at the return of thf 
Achaean ambassadors from Rome. Bippus arrived 
from thence a few days after, and declared that the 
senate had written in favour of the exiles, not §9 
much out of affection for them, as to get rid of 
their importunities. The Achsaans hearing tbif, 
thought it requisite not to make any change in what 
had been decreed. 

’ Hyper bates, having been elected general of the a. m. 
Achaeans, again debated in the council, whether 382 ' 1 ‘- 
any notice should be taken of the letters which the Antl J ' c> 
senate had written, concerning the re-establishment 
of the exiles who had been banished from Sparta, 
Lycortas was of opinion, that the Aqbteans ought 
to adhere to what had been decreed. “ When the 
“ Romans,” says he, “ listen favourably to such 
“ complaints and entreaties of unfortunate persons, 

“ as appear to them just and reasonable, they, in 
“this, act a very becoming part. But when it i? 

“ represented to them, that among the favours which 
“ are requested at their hands, some are not in their 
“ power to bestow, and others would reflect disko- 

r Polyb. in Leg. c. Hr. 

* Polyb. in Leg? c. Iviii. 
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“ nour, and be very prejudicial to their allies, on 
■“ these occasions they do not use to persist obsti- 
“ nately in their opinions, or exact from such allies 
“an implicit obedience to their commands. This 
“ is exactly our case at present. Let us inform the 
“ Romans, that we cannot obey their orders without 
“ infringing the sacred oaths we have taken, with- 
“ out violating the laws on which our league is 
“founded; and then they will undoubtedly w'ave 
“ their resolutions, and confess, that it is with the 
“ greatest reason we refuse to obey their commands.” 
Hyperbates and Callicrates were of a contrary opi¬ 
nion. They were for having implicit obedience paid 
to the Romans; and declared, that all laws, oaths, 
and treaties, ought to be sacrificed to their will. In 
this contrariety of opinions, it was resolved that a 
deputation should be sent to the senate, in order to 
represent the reasons given by Lycortas in council. 
Callicrates, Lysiades, and Aratus, were the ambas¬ 
sadors, to whom instructions were given in confor¬ 
mity to what had been deliberated. 

When these ambassadors were arrived at Rome, 
Callicrates, being introduced into the senate, acted 
in direct opposition to his instructions. He not 
only had the assurance to censure those who differed 
in opinion from him, but took the liberty to tell the 
senate what they ought to do. “ If the Greeks (says 
“ he, directing himself to the senators) do not obey 
“ you; if they pay no regard either to the letters or 
“orders which you send thenj, you must blame 
“ yourselves alone for it. In all the states of Greece, 
“ there are now two parties; one of w hich asserts, 
“ that all your orders ought to be obeyed; and that 
“ laws and treaties, in a word, that all tilings should 
“pay homage to your will and pleasure; the other 
party pretends, that it is fitting that laws, treaties, 
“ and oaths, ought to take place of your will; and 
“ are for ever exhorting the people to adhere invio¬ 
lably to them. Of these two parties, the last 
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“ suits best with the genius and character of the 
“ Achaeans, and has the greatest influence over the peo- 
“ pie. What is the consequence of this ? That those 
“ who comply with your measures are detested by 
“ the common people, whilst such as oppose your 
“ decrees are honoured and applauded. Whereas, 
“ if the senate would shew favour to such as espouse 
“ their interest cordially, the chief magistrates and 
“ officers of all the republics would instantly declare 
“ for the Romans; and the people, intimidated by 
“ this, w'ould soon follow their example. “^But, whilst 
“ you shew an indifference on this head, you must 
“ expect that all the chiefs will certainly oppose you, 

“ as the infallible means of acquiring the love and re- 
“ spect of the people. And accordingly we see, that 
“ many people, whose only merit consists in their 
“ making the strongest opposition to your orders, and 
“ a pretended zeal for the defence and preserva- 
“ tion of the laws of their country, have been raised 
“ to the most exalted employments in their state. In 
“case you do not much care whether the Greeks 
“ are, or are not, at your devotion, then indeed your 
“ present conduct suits exactly your sentiments. 
“ But if you would have them execute your orders. 
“ and receive your letters with respect, reflect seri- 
“ously on this matter; otherwise be assured that 
“they will, on all occesions, declare against your 
“ commands. You may judge of the truth of this 
“ from their present behaviour towards you. How 
“ long is it since you commanded them, by your 
“letters, to recall the Lacedaemonian exiles? Ne- 
“ vertheless, so far from recalling them, they have 
“ published a quite contrary decree, and have bound 
“ themselves by oath never, to reinstate them. 
“ This ought to be a lesson to you, and shew how 
“ cautious you should be for the future.” 

Callicrates, after making this speech, withdrew.) 
The exiles then came in, told their business in few 
words, but in such as were well adapted to move, 
compassion, and then retired. 

x 9 
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A speech so well calculated to favour the interest 
of Rome as that of Callicrates, could not but be very 
agreeable to the senate. Thus it was that the Greeks 
began to throw themselves spontaneously into the 
arms of slavery, prostituted of their own accord the 
liberty of which their ancestors had been so jealous, 
and paid a submission and homage to the Romans, 
which they had always refused to the Great King of 
Persia. Soma flatterers and ambitious traitors, re¬ 
gardless of every thing but their own interest, sold 
and sacrificed the independence and glory of Greece 
for ever; discovered the weak side of republics with 
regard to their internal constitution; pointed out the 
methods by which they might be weakened, and at 
last crushed; and furnished themselves the chains in 
which they were to be bound. 

In consequence of this speech, it was soon con¬ 
cluded, that it would be proper to increase the power 
and credit of those who made it their business to de¬ 
fend the authority of the Romans, and to humble 
such as should presume to oppose it. Polybius ob¬ 
serves, that this was the first time that the fatal reso¬ 
lution was taken, to humble and depress those who, 
in their respective countries, had the most noble Way 
of thinking; and, on tbe contrary, to heap riches 
and honours on all such who, either right or wrong, 
should declare in favour of the Romans; a resolution 
which soon after increased the herd of flatterers in all 
the republics, and very much lessened the number of 
the true friends of liberty. Frotp this period, the 
Romans made St one of the constant maxims of 
their policy, to oppress by all possible methods 
whoever ventured to oppose their ambitious projects. 
Tha single maxim may serve as a key to the latent 
principles and motives of the government of this re¬ 
public, and shew us what idea we ought to entertain 
of the pretended equity and moderation they some¬ 
times display, but which does not long support it- 
tedf, and df which a just judgment cannot be formed 
but by the consequences. 
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To conclude, the senate, in order to get the exiles 
restored to their country, did not think it sufficient to 
write to the Acfimans alone, but to the iEtolians, 
Epirots, Athenians, Boeotians, and Acarnanians, as 
if they intended to incense all Gieeoe against the 
Achaeans. And, in their answer to tlie ambassadors, 
they did not make the least mention of afay one bat 
Callicrates, whose example, the senate observed, it 
would be well for the magistrates of all other cities 
to follow. * 

That deputy, after receiving this answer, returned 
in triumph, w ithout reflecting that he was the cause 
of all the calamities which Greece) and particularly 
Achaia, were upon the point of experiencing. For 
hitherto, a sort of equality had been observed betw een 
the Achaeans and Romans, which the latter thought 
fit to permit, out of gratitude for the considerable 
services the Achaeans had done them; and for the 
inviolable fidelity with which they had adhered to 
them in the most perilous junctures, as in the wars 
against Philip and Antiochus. The members of this 
league distinguished themselves at that time in a most 
conspicuous ^manner by their authority, their forces, 
thdr seal for liberty; and, above all, by the shining 
merit and exalted reputation of their commanders. 
But Callicrates’s treaspn, for we may justly bestow 
that name upon it, gave it a deadly wound. The 
Romans, says Polybius, noble in their sentiments, 
and full of humanity, are moved at the complaints of 
the wretched, and think it their duty to afford thdr 
aid to all who fly to them for protection; and this it 
was that inclined them.to favour the cause of the 
Lacedaemonian exiles. But if any one, on whose 
fidelity they may safely depend 1 , suggests to them the 
mconveniencies they would bring upon themselves 
should they grant certain favours, they generally return 
to a just way of tbksfcing, and correct, so far as lies in 
their power, w hat they may have donearou*. Here, on 
the contrary, Callicrates studies nothing but how he 
may best work upon their passions by flattery. He 
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had been sent to Rome, to plead the cause of the 
Achaeans, and, by a criminal arid unparalleled pre¬ 
varication, he declares against his clients; and be¬ 
comes the advocate of their enemies, by whom he 
had suffered himself to be corrupted. At his return 
to Achaia, he spread so artfully the terror of the 
Roman ndme, and intimidated the people to such a 
degree, that he got himself elected captain-general. 
He was no sooner invested with this command, than 
he restored .the 4 exiles of Lacftdacrnonia and Messene 
to their country. 

Polybius, on this occasion, praises exceedingly the 
humanity of the ’Romans, the tenderness with which 
they listen to the complaints of the unfortunate, and 
their readiness to atone for such unjust actions as they 
may have committed, when they are once made ac¬ 
quainted with them. I know not whether the ap¬ 
plauses he gives them will not admit of great abate¬ 
ment. The reader must call to mind that he wrote 
this in Rome, and under the eye of the Romans, after 
Greece had been reduced to a state of slavery. We 
are not to expect from an historian, in a state of 
submission and dependence, so much veracity as he 
very possibly would have observed in a state of free¬ 
dom, and at a time when men were permitted to 
speak the truth; and we must not blindly believe 
every circumstance of this kind advanced by him; 
facts have more force, and speak in a clearer manner 
than he does. The Romans were not eager to com¬ 
mit injustice themselves, whenever they had an oppor¬ 
tunity of employing foreign means for that purpose, 
which procured them the same advantage, and served 
to conceal their unjust policy. 

A. M. * Eumenes, in the tilean time, was engaged in war 
3822 . against Pharnaces, king of Pontus. The latter took 
"182 ^ Sinope, a very strong city of Pontus, of which his 
successors remained in possession ever afterwards. 
Several cities made complaints against this at Rome. 

'Polyb. in Leg. c. 51—53—55—59. 
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Ariarathes, king of Cappadocia, who was united in 
interest with Eumenes, sent also ambassadors thither. 

The Romans sevefal times employed their mediation 
and authority to put an end to their differences; but 
Pharnaces was insincere on these occasions, and al¬ 
ways broke his engagements. Contrary to the faith 
of treaties, he took the field, and was opposed by the 
confederate kings. Several enterprises ensued; and 
after some years had been spent in this manner, a A.M. 
peace was concluded. Ant^/'c 

Never were more embassies sent than at the time "'so! ’ 
we are now speaking of. Ambassadors were seen in 
in all places, either coming from the provinces to 
Rome, or going from Rome to the provinces, or 
from the allies and nations to one another. “The 
Achreans deputed, in this quality (to Ptolemy Epi- 
phanes, king of Egypt), Lycortas, Polybius his son, 
and the young Aratus, to return that monarch thanks 
for the presents he had already bestowed on their 
republic, and the new offers he had made them. 
However, these ambassadors did not leave Achaia, 
because when they were preparing to set out, advice 
came that Ptolemy was dead. 

* This prince, after having overcome the rebels A. M. 
within his kingdom, as has been already mentioned, 3824. 
resolved to attack Seleucus, king of Syria. When An j’^ C ‘ 
he began to form the f)lan for carrying on-this war, 
one of his principal officers asked, b^ what methods 
he would raise money for the execution of it. He 
replied, that his* friends were his treasure. The 
principal courtiers concluded from this answer, that, 
as he considered their purses as the only fund he had 
to carry on this war, tiiey were upon the point of 
being ruined by it. To preveot therefore that con¬ 
sequence, which had more weight with them than 
the allegiance they owed their sovereign, they caused 
him to be poisoned. This monarch was thus dis- 


Polyb. in Leg. c. lvii. 


; Hieron. in Daniel, 
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Ipatched hi hit twenty-ninth year, after he had sitten 
twenty* four years on the throne. Ptolemy Philo- 
ffiWfof, his ton, who was but six ^ears of age, sue*- 
fitted him, and Cleopatra his mother was declared 
regeftt. 


CHAP. II. 


Sect. I. Qpmglaints made At Rome against Philip, 
i^dfkettiiii, his son, who was in that city , is sent 
hath to his father, ■accompanied by some ambassa- 
dtoht. A secret conspiracy of Perseus against his 
brother Demetrius with regal'd to the succession 
to the throne. He accuses him before Philip. 
Speeches of both those princes. Philip , upon a 
tttw impeachment, causes Demetrius to be put 
fd death; but afterwards discovers his innocence 
tend Perseus's guilt. Whilst Philip is meditat¬ 
ing to punish the latter, ke dies, and Perseus 
Succeeds him. 

A. M. 1 Ever since the spreading of a report among the 
i*2i. states contiguous to Macedonia, that such as went to 
AH j 83 C ^ ome to complain against Philip were heard there, 
ttftd that many of them had found their advantage in 
having so donea great number of cities, and even 
private persons, made their complaints in that city, 
against a prince w ho was a very troublesome neighbour 
to diem all; with the hopes either offhaving the in juries 
redressed which they pretended to have received; or, 
tit least, to console themselves in some measure for 
them, by being allowed the liberty to deplore them. 
Kfofttlumeftes, among the rest, to whom, by order of 
thb Roman commissioners and senate, the fortresses 
ih ThfaCfe were to be given ap, sent ambassadors, at 
head #aS Atheutees bis brother, to inform the 

? Lav. 1. xxxix. n. 40, 47 . 
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senate that Philip did not withdraw' his garrisons in 
Thrace as he had promised; and to complain of his 
sending succours into Bithynia to Prusias, who was 
then at war with Eumenes. 

Demet ius, the son of Philip, king of Macedon, 
was at that time in Rome, whither, as has been al¬ 
ready mentioned, he had been sent by his father, in 
order to watch over his interests in that city. It was 
naturally his business to apswer the several accusa¬ 
tions brought against his father: but ‘Mil? senate, 
imagining th«t this would be a very difficult task 
for so young a prince, w ho w as not accustomed to 
speak in public; to spare him that trouble, sent to 
him to enquire, whether the king his father had not 
given him some memorials; and contented them¬ 
selves with his reading them. Philip therein justi¬ 
fied himself to the best of his power, with respect to 
most of the articles which were exhibited against him; 
but he especially shewed how much he was displeased 
at the decrees which the Roman commissioners had 
enacted against him, and at the treatment lie had met 
with from them. The senate saw plainly what all 
this tended to; and, as the young prince endeavour¬ 
ed to apologize for certain particulars, and with re¬ 
spect to others assured them, that every thing should 
be done agreeably to the .will of the Romany, the 
senate replied, that his father Philip could not have 
done more wisely, nor what was more agreeable to 
Ihem, than in sending bis son Demetrius to make his 
excuses: that, as to* past transactions, the senate 
night dissemble, forget, and bear with a great many 
things: that, as to the future, they relied on the 
promise which Demetrius gave; ^iat, although he 
vas going to leave Rome, in order to return to 
Macedon, he left there (as the hostage of his incli- 
wtions) his own goodwill and attachment for Rome, 
vhich he might retain inviolably, without infringing 
a any manner the duty he owed his father: that 
)ut of regard to him, ambassadors should be sent to 
Macedon, to rectify, peaceably and without noise, 
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whatever might have been hitherto amiss: and that, 
as to the rest, the senate was wejl pleased to let Phi¬ 
lip know, that he was obliged to his son Demetrius 
for the tenderness with which the Romans behaved 
towards him. These marks of distinction which the 
senate gave him with the view of exalting his credit 
in his father’s court, only animated envy against him, 
and at length occasioned his destruction. 

* The return of Demetrius to Macedon, and the 
arrival oKhtf ambassadors, produced different effects, 
according to the various dispositions of men’s minds. 
The people, who extremely feared the consequences 
of a rupture with the Romans, and the war that was 
preparing, were highly pleased with Demetrius, from 
the hopes that he would be the mediator and author 
of a peace; not to mention that they considered him 
as the successor to the throne of Macedon, after 
the demise of his father. For though he was the 
younger son, he had one great advantage over his 
brother, and that was, his being born of a mother 
who Was Philip’s lawful wife; whereas Perseus was 
the son of a concubine, and even reputed suppositi¬ 
tious. Besides, it was not doubted.but that the Ro¬ 
mans would place Demetrius on his father’s throne, 
Perseus not having any credit with them. And these 
were«the common reports, 

On one side also, Perseus w'as greatly uneasy; as 
be feared, that the advantage of being elder brother 
would be but a very feeble title against a brother 
superior to him in all other respects: and on the 
other, Philip, imagining that it would not be in his 
pow er to dispose of the* throne as be pleased, beheld 
with a jealous eye, and dreaded, the too great in¬ 
fluence of his younger son. It was also a great mor¬ 
tification to him to see rising, in his life-time, and 
before his eyes, a kind of second court in the con¬ 
course of Macedonians who crowded about Deme¬ 
trius. The young prince himself did not take suffi- 
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cient care to prevent or sooth the growing disaf¬ 
fection to his persoiv Instead of endeavouring to 
suppress envy, by gentleness, modesty, and com¬ 
plaisance, he only inflamed and exasperated it, by a 
certain air of haughtiness which he had brought with 
him from Rome, valuing himself upon the mgrks of 
distinction with which he had been honoured in that 
pity; and not scrupling to declare, that the senate 
had granted him many things which they had before 
refused bis father. 

Philip’s discontent was still more inflamed on the 
arrival of the new ambassadors, to whom his son 
paid his court more assiduously than to himself; 
and when he found he should be obliged to abandon 
Thrace, to withdraw his garrisons from that country, 
and to execute other things, either pursuant to the 
decrees of the first commissioners, or to tho fresh 
orders he had received from Rome; orders and 
decrees with which he complied very much against 
his will, and with the highest secret resentment; bat 
with which he was forced to comply, to prevent his 
being involved in a war for which lie was not suf¬ 
ficiently preparccf. To remove all suspicion of Ins 
harbouring the least design that way, he carried his 
arms into the very heart of Thrace, against people 
with whom the Roman did jiot concern themselves in 
any manner. » 

a However, his inclinations were not unknown at 
Rome. Marcius, one of the commissioners, who 
had communicated th£ orders of the senate to Philip, 
wrote to Rome to inform them, that all the king’s 
discourses, and the several.steps he took, visibly 
threatened an approaching war. To make himself 
the more secure of the maritime cities, he forced all 
the inhabitants, with their families, to leave them; 
settled them in* tiie most northern part of Mace- 
don; and substituted in their places Thracians, and 

* Lir. 1. xl. n. 3—5. 

f jEmalhia, called tommy rceo iia. 
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other barbarousnations, on whom he believed he might 
more securely depend. These,changes occasioned a 
general murmur in every part of Macedon; and all 
the provinces echoed with the cries and complaints of 
these poor unhappy people, who were forced away 
from their houses and their native place, to be con¬ 
fined in unknown countries. Nothing was heard on 
all sides but imprecations and curses against the king, 
who was the author of these innovations. 

But Philip, so far from being moved at their grief. 
Ant J C g rew more crue ^ from it. Every thing seemed to 
182. afford him cause for suspicion, and gave him umbrage. 
He had put to death a great number of persons, 
upon suspicion that they favoured the Romans. He 
thought his own life could not be safe, but by retain¬ 
ing their children in his own power, and he impri¬ 
soned them under a strong guard, in order to have 
them all destroyed one after another. Nothing could 
be more horrid in itself than such a design; but the 
sad catastrophe of one of the most powerful add 
most illustrious families in Thessaly, made it still 
more execrable. 

He had put to death, many years before, Herodi- 
cus, one of the principal persons of the country, and 
some time after, his two sons-in-law. Thcoxena 
and Archo, his two daughters, had continued w idow's, 
each of them having a son, both very young. The- 
oxena, who was sought for in marriage by the richest 
and most powerful noblemen in Thessaly, preferred 
widowhood to the nuptial stath; but Archo married 
a nobleman of the iEnean nation, called Paris, and 
brought him several children, whom Archo, dying 
early, left infants. Theoxena, that she might have 
an opportunity of bringing up her sister’s children 
under her eye, married Poris; took the same care of 
them as she did of her own son; and was as tender 
of them as if she had been their mother. When 
news was brought* her of Philip’s cruel edict, to 
confine the children of those who bad ‘been put to 
death; plainly foreseeing that they would be given 
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up to the brutal fury of the king and his officers, she 
formed a surprising resolution, declaring that she 
would imbrue her bands in the blood of all her 
children, rather than suffer them to fall into the 
merciless power of Philip. Poris, whose soul was 
struck with horror at this design, told her, in order 
to divert her from it, that he would send aR their 
children to Athens, to some friends, on whose fide¬ 
lity and humanity he could safely rely, and that he 
himself would convey them thither. Accordingly, 
they all set out from Tbessalonica, in oftlSfr to sail 
to the city of & nea, to assist at a solemn festival, 
which was solemnized annually in honour of .Eneas 
their founder. Having spent the whole day in festi¬ 
vity and rejoicing, about midnight, when every body 
else was asleep, they embarked on board a galley 
which Poris had prepared for them, as if intending, 
to return to Thessalonica, but, in reality, to go to 
Euboea; when unhappily a contrary wind prevented 
them from advancing forwards in spite of their ut¬ 
most efforts, and drove them back towards the coast. 
At day-break, the king’s officers, who were posted 
to guard the port, having perceived them, imme¬ 
diately sent off an armed sloop; commanding the 
captain of it, upon the severest penalties, not to 
return without the galley. As it drew nearer, Po¬ 
ris was seen every mornwit, either exhorting the 
ship’s company, in the strongest terms, to'exert them¬ 
selves to the utmost in order to get forward; or 
lifting up his hands Jo heaven, and imploring the 
assistance of the gods. In the mean time, The- 
oxena, resuming her former resolution, and present¬ 
ing to her children the poison she had prepared, and 
the daggers she had brought with her; “ Death 
“ (says she) alone can free you from your miseries; 
“ and here is what will procure you that last, sad 
“ refuge. Secure yourselves from the king’s horrid 
“ cruelty by the method you like best. Go, my 
“ dear children,'such of you as'are more advanced 
“ in years, and take these poniards; or, in case a 
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** slower kind of death may be more grateful, take 
“ this poison.” The enemy were now nearly close 
to them, and the mother was*very urgent. They 
obeyed her commands, and all; having either swaU 
lowed the deadly draughts, or plunged the daggers 
in their bosoms, were thrown into the sea; The- 
oxena,«after giving her husband a last sad embrace, 
leaped into the sea with him. Philip’s officers then 
seized the galley, but did not find one person alive 
in it. 

The libtfbr of this tragical event revived and in¬ 
flamed, to a prodigious degree, the hatred against 
Philip. lie was publicly detested as a bloody tyrant; 
anil people vented, in all places, both against him and 
his children, dreadful imprecations, which, says Livy, 
soon had their effect; the gods having abandoned 
him to a blind fury, which prompted* him to wreak his 
vengeance against his own children. 

b Perseus saw, with infinite pain and affliction, 
that the regard of the Macedonians for his brother 
Demetrius, and his credit and authority among the 
Romans, increased daily. Having now no hopes 
left of being able to ascend the throne but by cri¬ 
minal methods, he made them his ©nly refuge. He 
began, by sounding the disposition of those who were 
in greatest favour with the king, and by addressing 
them in obscure and ambiguous words. At first, 
some seemed not to enter into his views, and rejected 
bis proposals, from believing that there was more to 
be hoped from Demetrius. B,ut afterwards, observ¬ 
ing that the hatred of Philip for the Romans in¬ 
creased sensibly, which Perseus endeavoured daily 
to inflame, and which Demetrius, on the contrary, 
opposed to the ufmost; they changed their opinion. 
Judging naturally that the latter, whose youth and 
inexperience made him not sufficiently upon his 
guard against the artifices of his brother, would at 
last fall a victim to them; they thought it their in- 
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tCrest to promote an event which would happen with¬ 
out their participation, and to go over immediately to 
the strongest party.* They accordingly did so, and 
devoted themselves entirely to Perseus. 

Having postponed the execution of their more re¬ 
mote designs, they were ofopinion that, for the present, 
it would be proper for them to employ their, utmost 
efforts to exasperate the king against the Romans, 
and to inspire him with thoughts of war, to which he 
was already very much inclined. At the same time, 
to render Demetrius every day more sus’pPEted, they 
industriously, on all occasions, made the discourse 
turn in ‘the king’s presence upon the Romans; some 
expressing the utmost contempt for their laws and 
customs, others for their exploits; some for the city 
of Rome, which, according to them, was void of or¬ 
naments and magnificent buildings; and others, even 
for such of the Romans, as were in highest estima¬ 
tion ; making them all pass in this manner in a kind 
of review. Demetrius, who did not perceive the scope 
and tendency of all these discourses, never failed, 
out of zeal for the Romans, and by way of contradic¬ 
tion to his brother, to take fire on these occasions. 
Hence, without considering the consequences, he ren¬ 
dered himself suspected and odious to the king, and 
opened the way for the accusations and calumnies 
preparing against him. Accordingly his father did not 
communicate to him any of the designs which he vvas 
continually meditating against Rome, and unbosomed 
himself only to Perseus. 

Some ambassadors whom he had sent to the Bas- 
tarnas, to desire aid from them, returned about the 
time we are now speaking'of. They had brought 
with them several youths of quality, and even princes 
of the blood, one of whom promised his sister in 
marriage to one of Philip’s sons. This new alliance 
with a powerful nation very much exalted the king’s 
courage. Perseus taking advantage of this oppor¬ 
tunity, “ Of what use (says 1 /e) can all this be. to 
“ us? We have not so much to hope from foreign 
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“ aids, as to dread from domestic foe$, We harbour 
“ in our bosoms, I will not say a traitor, but at least 
“ a spy. The Romans, ever since he was a hostage 
“ among them, have restored us bis body; but as 
“ to his heart and inclinations, those he has left 
“ with them. Almost all the Macedonians fix al- 
“ ready their eyes on him; and are persuaded, that 
“ they shall never have any king but him whom the 
“ Romans shall please to set over them.” By such 
speeches, the old king’s disgust was perpetually kept 
up, who wtfo already hut too much alienated from 
Demetrius. 

About this time the army was reviewed, at a fes¬ 
tival solemnised every year with religious pomp, the 
ceremonies whereof were as follow • # A bitch, says 
Livy, is divided into two parts; being cut, long-ways, 
through the middle of the body, after which half is 
laid on each side of the road. The troops under 
arms are made to march between the tw o parts of the 
victim thus divided. At the head of this march, tb® 
shining arms of all the kings of Macedon are carried, 
tracing them backwards to the most remote anti¬ 
quity. The king, with the princes his children, ap¬ 
pear afterward, followed by all the royal household, 
and the companies of guards. The march is closed 
by the multitude of th® Macedonians. On the pro- 
sent occasion, the two princes walked on each side 
of the king Perseus being thirty years of age, and 
Demetrius twenty-five; the one in the vigour, the 
other in the flower of his age; sons who might have 
formed their father’s happiness’, had his mind been 
rightly disposed and reasonable. 

The custom was, after the sacrifices which ac¬ 
companied this qpremony were over, to exhibit a 
kind of tournament, and to divide the army into 
two bodies, who fought with no other arms than foils. 


* We find, in Scripture, the like ceremony, in which, in order 
for the concluding of a treaty, the two contracting parties pass 
between the parts of the victim divided. Jer. xxxiv. 18, 
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and represented a battle. The two bodies of men 
were commanded by the two young princes. How¬ 
ever, this was not h mere mock battle; all the men 
exerting themselves with their blunted weapons, with 
as much ardour as if they had been disputing for the 
throne. Several were wounded on both sides; and 
nothing but swords were wanting to make*it a real 
battle. The body commanded by Demetrius had 
very much the superiority. This advantage gave 
great umbrage to Perseus. His friends, on the con¬ 
trary, rejoiced at it, judging that this wotilTl be a very 
favourable and natural opportunity for him to form 
an accusation against his brother. 

The two princes, on that day, gave a grand enter¬ 
tainment to the soldiers of their respective parties. 
Perseus, whom his brother had invited to his ban¬ 
quet, refused to come. The joy was very great on 
both sides, and the guests drank in proportion. 
During the entertainment, much discourse passed 
about the battle-; and the guests intermixed their 
speeches with jests and raillery (some of which were 
very sharp) against those of the contrary party, 
without sparing even the leaders. Perseus had sent 
a spy to observe all that should be said at his bro¬ 
ther’s banquet; but four young persons, who came 
by accident out of the hall, having discovered this 
spy, gave him very rough treatment. Demetrius, 
who had not heard of what-had happened, said to the 
company: “ Let us go and conclude our feast at my 
“ brother’s, to soften his pain (if he has any retnaiu- 
“ ing) by an agreeable surprise, which will shew that 
“ we act with frankness and sincerity; and do not 
“ harbour any malice against him.” Immediately all 
cried that they would go, those accepted who were 
afraid that their ill treatment of the spy would be 
revenged. But Demetrius forcing them thither also, 
they concealed swords under their robes, in order to 
defend themselves in case there should be occasion. 
When discord reigns in families, it is impossible for 
any thing to be kept secret in them. A man, run- 
vol. vxi. F 
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‘fliftg hastily; before, went to Perseus, and told him 
that toeiitetrius was coming, hod had 'four men well 
armed in his trim. He might feaSlly have guessed 
the cause of it, as he knew that they were the per¬ 
sons who had ill treated the spy. Nevertheless, to 
'make this action Still more 'criminal, Perseus orders 
the doors to be locked; and then, from the window 
of'ah upper apartment which looked into the street, 
cried aloud to his servants not to open the door to 
wretches who were come»with arms in their hands 
to assassihale them. Demetrius, who was a little 
w'arm with Wine, after having complained, in a loud 
and angry tonft of voice, at being refused admittance, 

• fellirn^ Wick, and again sat down to table, still ig- 
httfant of the affair relating to Perseus’s spy. 

The 1 next'day, Rs sdoh hs Perseus could get an 
'opportunity to approach his father, he'entered his 
apartment with a very’dejected 1 air; and cohtinueid 
some tifoe‘in his ipteSente, but at”a little distance, 
Without opening firs 'motlth. ’Philip, being greatly 
surprised at his silence, asked What could be the 
CRuSe of theconcefn which appeared in his Counte¬ 
nance? “ It is,” answers PerSeus, “by the merest 
“ good fortune ih the World that you see me hete 
“ alive. My brother how no longer lays secret 
“ shares for me: he came in the night to my house, 
“ at the head ! 0f a’body df armed men, purposely to 
“ s aksassinatb me. I had ho other wdy left to se- 
“ chre myself from his fury, but by shntting'ihy 
“doors, and keeping the wall between'firm'bnd 
“ me.” ! Perseus, perceiving by his ; father's coun¬ 
tenance, * that -he Was 'Struck w’hh ! astbnishihent 'an'd 
' dread: “’If ’you will ’ChtrdeScend,” 'Says 'he, “ to 
“iisteh'a'himhnnt 'to hie, fato'&ill'be folly'RC- 
“ quaihted With the ’Whdle 'sttte of the Affair.” 
'Philip' answered, Ifiat 1 he'Wdtrtd"WiBfogly tosarhim; 
^4hd imm«Melybftferdd^ D«i»feIfiOs , to , he 1 feent'for. 

he sdntfor liySimaeffoy^dOhO- 
’toastos/to ’ikk'tbeir’adVice 1 on tffls'bcbaafan. Tfi&e 
’Wb ma, fJ who 'Wre’hisTmSdtte' ff&rfds, 'toAe'ftr 
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advancedin years. They had cot .concerned itbem- 
selves with the t qu»rrel of the two princes, and ap¬ 
peared very seWoth at court. Philip, whilst he 
waited for their aoming, walked several tieaes up 
and down his apartment alone, revolving in his 
mind a variety of thoughts; his son Perseus standing 
all (the time at a distance. When word waffbrought 
Philip 'that his two venerable ;friends were come, 
he withdrew ito an inner : apartment with tthem, /and 
as many of bis life-guards; and permitted each of 
his sons to bring three .persons, unarroedTalong with 
(him; and having taken i his seat, be spoke to them as 
follows: . 

“ Behold in me an .unhappy father, (forced (to sit 
“as judge between my two sons, one the accuser,rand 
“ the other accused of fratricide ; reducedto the sad 
“ necessity .of finding, in ooe of them, either a,cri- 
“ niinal or a false accuser. For.a long time, iindeed, 
“ from-certain expressions which I have overheard, 
“and from your behaviour itowards each,other, (a 
“ behaviour no way suiting brothers,) I have (been 
“.afraid this storm would .break over,my bead. And 
“ yet<I hoped, from time to time, that your, discon- 
“itents and disgusts .would soften, and your eus- 
“ picions vanish away. I recollected, that, cpplend- 
“ hjg .kings, and . princes, i laying/doivn tbear arms,-had 
“ frequently contracted tdlianoes and friendships; 
“ and that private . men (had suppressed’ their animo- 
“ sides, il flattered, myself, that you would one -day 
“ remember the endearing name ofcbrethrem ty. which 
“■ you. are united ;;those happv years ofia&Dcywhich 
“ you spent in .amplieifcy and,union; in fine, »the 
“ counsels ofia (lather so > dfteQ'. repeated; counsels, 
“i which,ralas! <1 am afcaid have been given fft child- 
“ ren. deaf .and hnfoeile to my ^vake. iHflWjmany 
“times, <after<setting before yoa psamplesjof discord 
between:brothers,. have \ 1 ■ represented! to. fatal con- 
“i gospieoces,! by ; *hewha|> you . that they had thereby 
“(involved, themselves m inevitable ruin; ,»M.not 
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“ only themselves, but their children, families, and 
“ kingdoms ? On the other side, I proposed good 
“ Examples for your imitation :* the strict union be- 
“ tween the two Icings of Lacedsemonia, so advanta- 
“ geous during several centuries to themselves and 
“ their country; whereas division and private inter- 
“est Changed the monarchic government into ty- 
" ranny, and proved the destruction of Sparta. By 
“ what other method, than by fraternal concord, did 
“•the two brothers, Eumenes and Attalus, from such 
“ weak beginnings as almost reflected dishonour on 
“ the regal dignity, rise to a pitch of power equal to 
“ mine, to that of Autiochus, and of all the kings we 
“ know ? I even did not scruple to cite examples 
“ from the Romans, of which I myself bad either 
“ been an eye-witness, or heard from others: as the 
“■two brothers, Titus and Lucius Quintius, who both 
“were engaged in war with me: the two Scipios, 
“ Publius and Lucius, who defeated and subjected 
“ Antiochus: their father and their uncle, who hav- 
“ ing been inseparable duringdheir lives, were undi- 
“ vided in death. Neither the crimes of the one, 
“ though attended with such fatal consequences; nor 
“ the virtues of the other, though cftwned with such 
“ happy success, have been able to make you abhor 
“ division and discord, or to inspire you with gentle 
“and pacific sentiments.* Both of you, even in mv 
“ life-time, *have turned your eyes and guilty desires 
“ upon my throne. You suffer me to live, just so 
“ long as that, surviving one,of you, I secure my 
“ crown to the other by my death. The fond names 
“ of father and brother are insupportable to both. 
“ Your souls are strarfgers to tenderness and duty. 
“ A restless desire of reigning has banished all other 
“ sentiments from your breasts, and entirely engrosses 
“ you. But come, let me hear whateach of you have 
“tosay. Pollute the ears of your parent with your 
“ accusations, whether real or feigned. Open your 
“ criminal mouths ; 'mutually vent your slanders, and 
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“ afterwards arm your parricidal hands one against 
“ the other. I am ready to hear all you have to say, 
“ firmly determined to shut my ears eternally from 
“ henceforth against the secret whispers and accusa¬ 
tions of brother against brother.” Philip having 
spoken these last words with great emotion and an 
angfy tone of voice, all who were present wdpt, and 
continued a long time in a mournful silence. 

At last, Perseus spoke as follows: “ I perceive 
plainly, that I ought to’have opened jjjy door in 
“ the dead of night; to have admitted the assassins 
“ into my house, and presented my throat to their 
“ murderous swords, since guilt is not believed till 
“ it has been perpetrated; and since I, who was so 
“ inhumanly attacked, receive the same injurious re- 
“ proaches as the aggresftr. People have but too 
“ much reason to say, that you consider Demetrius 
“ alone as your true son; whilst I am looked upon 
“ as a stranger, sprung from a concubine, or even a 
“ supposititious child. For, did your breast glow with 
“ the tenderness which a father ought to have for his 
" child, you would not think it ji^st to inveigh so bit- 
“ terly against me (for whose life so many snares 
“ have been laid), but against him who contrived 
“ them; and you would not think my life of so little 
“ consequence, as to be entirely unmoved at the 
“ imminent danger I hav£ escaped, and at that to 
“ which I shall be exposed, should the* guilt of my 
“ enemies be suffered to go unpunished. If I must 
“ die without being suffered to complain, be it so; 
“ let me be silent, and be contented with beseeching 
11 the gods, that the crime which was begun in my 
“ person, may end in it, and'not extend to you. But 
“ if I may be allowed to do with* regard to you on 
“ the present occasion, what nature suggests to those 
“ who, seeing themselves attacked unawares in a de- 
“ sert, implore the assistance even of those whom 
“ they had never seen; if when ! see swords drawn 
“ against roe, I may be permitted to utter a plaintive 
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* find supplicating voice ; I conjure you by the fen- 
“ der nameoffetoer (for which ^whether my broker 
“ Of l |ave bad the greatest reverence, you yourself 
“ have long known), to listen to me at this time,-as 
“you would, -if, awaked suddenly from your sleep by 
“ the tumult of what passed last night, chance bad 
“brought you, a* tbe instant of my danger, and io 
“the midst o# my complaints; and you had found 
“ Itornetrius at my dodr, attended by persons in 
“ arms; ^hat I should fotve told you yesterday, in 
“ the greatest emotion and petrified with fear, 1 say 
“ to you to-day. - 

“ Brother, for a long time we have not lived toge¬ 
ther like persons desirous of sharing in parties of 
“ pleasure. Your predominant wish is to reign; but 
“ ybd find an invincible <$staele in my age, tbe law 
“ of iMtidris, the ancient customs of Macedonia; and, 
“ a still stronger circumstance, in my father’s will 
“ and pleasure. It will be impossible for you ever 
“ to force these barriers, and to ascend the throne, 
“ but by imbTuitig yoOr hands ih my blood. To 
“ettefpaas yotlr hdrrid ends, you leave nothing un- 
“ tried, and set every engine at work. Hitherto, 

eitfifer my vigilance, or my good fortune, has pre- 
“ served me from your murderous • hands. Yester¬ 
day, at toe revie\V, and the Ceremony of thetourna- 
M tnfehi Whiep followed it) the battle, by your con- 
M tfivtoee, became almost bloody and total; and I 
“ escaped death ohly by suffering myself and my fol- 
“ towers to be defeated. Frear this fight, which was 
"fdttya combat between enemies, you insidiously 
“ Wasted if what had passed had been only the 
rt diverstoh of bwtoefs) ,tu allure me * to your feast. 
“ Can yon supffefe ffetoer) that I Should have met 
"Pith unarmed guests there, since these very guests 
“came to my palaoecbmptetely armed, at so torn in 
“Ifotfr? Cab yob imagine that I should have had 
“aotoing to fear, in .the gieom of night, from their 
."UMb When in o pm days and before your eyes, 
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« hfkd almost Wiled me with their wooden, wpa- 
“ ppns ? What! you, who. are my professed enemy 5 
you, who are conscious that 1 have SO much reason 
to complajn of your eondoct; you (l say), come to 
“ me in the night, at an unseasonable hoof, and at 
“ the head of a company of armed young men? I. did 
“ not think it safe for me to go, to your entertainment; 

“ and should I receive yon in my house at a time 
“ when, heated with the fumes of wine, you came so 
“ well attended? Wad I .then opened my dpor (ta- 
“ ther) you, would be preparing to solelfflmze my fa* 

“ neral at this very instant in which you vouchsafe 
“ to hear my complaints. I do not advance any 
“ thing dubious, nor speak barely from conjecture. 

“ for can Demetrius deny that he came, to my house, 

“ attended by a band of young people, and that'so me 
“ of them were armed? I only desire to have those 
“ Whom I shall name sent for. I believe them ca- 
pahle of any thing; but yet they will not have the 
“ assurance to deny this fact. Had I brought them 
“ before you, after seizing them armed in my house, 

“ you would be fully convinced of their guilt: and 
“ surely their own confession ought to be no less 
“ proof of it. * 

« Y 0 u call down imprecations and curses upon 
« impious sons who aspire to your throne: this (my 
“father) you have great reason to do; but then 
“ vent not your imprecations blindly, alid at random. 
« Distinguish between the innocent and the guilty. 
« Let him who meditated to murder his brother, feel 
“ the anger of the gpds, the just avengers of paternal 
,£ authority; but then let him, who by his brother s 
“ guilt was brought to the’brink of destruction, find 
ff 4 secure aaytpttt bi$ father s^enderDCs^ and jus 
ff tice. for where else can I expect to find one 11, 
“ to Whom -Wtber the ceremony of die review, the 
“ srdemnity erf the tournament, my own house, we 
ff festival, nor the hour® of night allotted by tbegds 
If to tepw, wiM &fi to tot secutft, ? 
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“ If I go to the entertainment to which my bro- 
“ ther invites me, I am a dead man; and it will 
“ be equally fatal to me, if I admit him into my 
“ house when he comes thither at miitnisrht. Snares 
“ are laid for me wherever I tread. Death lies in 
ambush for me' wherever I moveto what place 
“ then can I fly for security ? 

“ I have devoted myself only to the gods, and to 
“ you, my father. I never made my court to the 
“ Romans, and cannot have'recourse to them. They 
“ wish my rum, because I am so much affected with 
“ their injustice to you; because I am tortured to 
“ the soul, anfl fired with indignation, to see you 
“ dispossessed of so many cities and nations; and, 
“ lately, of the maritime coast of Thrace. They 
“ cannot flatter themselves with the hopes of making 
“ themselves masters of Macedonia as long as you 
“ or I are in being. They are sensible that, should 
“ I die by my brother’s guilt, or age bring you to 
“ the grave, or the due course of nature be antici- 
“ pated; then the king and kingdom will be at their 
“ disposal. 

“ Had the Romans left you some city or territory, 
“ not in the kingdom of Macedon, I’possibly might 
“ have had some opportunity of retiring to it. But, 
“ it may be said, I shall find a sufficiently powerful 
“protection in the Macedonians. You, yourself, 
“ fetter, saw* yesterday, with what animosity the 
“ soldiers attacked me in the battle. What was 
“ wanting for my destruction hat swords of steel ? 
“ However, the arms they then wanted, my bro- 
“ ther’s guests assumed in the-night. Why should 
“ I mention a great part of the principal persons 
“ of your coart, who ground all their hopes on the 
Romans, and on hiin who is all-powerfui with 
“them? They are not ashamed to prefer him not 
“ onijMo- me, who am bis elder brother,; hot, I 
“ might? almost say it, to you, who are our king and 
they pretend that it is to him you are 
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“obliged for the senate’s remitting you some of 
“ chose things which they otherwise would have re- 
“ quired: it is he who now checks the Romans, 

“ and prevents their advancing in a hostile manner 
“ into your kingdom. In fine, if they may be 
“ believed, your old age has no other refuge but the 
“ protection which your young son procures* you.— 

“ On his side are the Romans, and all the cities which 
“ have been dismembered from your dominions, as 
“ well as all such Macedonians whose dependence, 

“ with regard to fortune, is placed wBSlly on the 
“ Romans. But with respect to myself, I look upon 
“ it as glorious, to have no other protector than you, 

“ my father, and to place all my hopes in you 
“ alone. 

“ What do you judge to be the aim and design of 
“ the letter you lately received from Quintius, in 
“ which he declares expressly, that you acted pru¬ 
dently for your interest, in sending Demetrius to 
“ Rome; and wherein he exhorts you to send him 
“ back thither, accompanied by other ambassadors, 

“ and a greater train of Macedonian noblemen ? 

“ Quintius is now every thing with Demetrius. He 
“ has no other’guide but his counsels, or rather his 
“ orders. Quite forgetting that you are his father, 

“ he seems to have substituted him in your place.— 

“ It is in the city of Ronfe, and in his sight, that he 
“ formed the secret and clandestine designs which 
“ will soon break out into action. It is merely to 
“ ensure their success, that Quintius orders you tosend 
“along with Demetrius a greater number of the Mace- 
“ donian nobility. They set out from this country 
“ with the mostsincere attachment to your person and 
“ interest: but, won by the caresses which arelavish- 
“ ed upon them in that city, they return from it cor¬ 
rupted and debauched by directly opposite senti- 
“ ments. Demetrius is all in all with them : they 
“ already presume, in your life-time, to give him the 
“ title of king.*—If I am indignant at this conduct, I 
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“ have the> prieC to see not only others, but yourself 
“(mi&father), change mo with the design, of as^nr- 
“ tag' to yooi! throne. Should "this accusation be 
y towelled at is, both, I am conscious of ipy own in- 
“■ Boceoce, and it cannot in any manner affect me. 
“ For whqm, in that case, should I dispossess, to seize 
“ upon wlwt would be another’s right: there is no 
“ one- but my father between me and the throne; and 
“ I beseech Use gods that he may long continue so. 
“ In case I should .happen -to survive him (and this I 
“ would n<JT wish any longer than he shall think me 
“ worthy of it), I shall succeed him in the kingdom, if 
“ it be his good pleasure. He may be accused of as- 
“ paring to the throne, and of aspiring in the most un- 
“ just and criminal manrier, whois impatient to break 

the order and overleap the bounds prescribed by 
“ age, by nature, by the usages and customs of Ma- 
“ cedoma, and by the law of nations. My elder 
“ brother, says Demetrius to himself, to whom the 
“ kingdom belongs both by the right of seniority 
“ and my father’s will, is an obstacle to my arobi- 
“ tious views. I must dispatch him.—I shall not be 
“ the first who has waded through a brothers blood 
“ to the throne.-rrMy father in years, and without 
“ support, will -be too much afraid for his own life to 
“ meditate revenge jbr his eon’s death. The Romans 
“ will be pleased to see me on the throne; they will 
“ approve my conduct, and he able to support me. 
“ I awn (my father) these projects may all be de- 
“ featad, but I am sure they are.not without founda- 
“ two, In a word, J reduce all to this : It is in your 
“ power to secure my life, by bringing tp condign 
“ punishment those who yesterday armed themselves 
'1 to assassinate me: but, should their villainy take 
“ effect, it will not be in your power to revenge my 
‘ikteath.'' 

As soon as Perseus bad ended his speech, all the 
eompaay east their eyes cm Penjetrius, to intimate 
il was incumhent m kb to answer immadi- 
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ajefy. But as he, quite oppressed with sorrow and" 
overwhelmed in te^rs, seemed unable to speak, a 
long silence ensued At last, being pressed to an¬ 
swer, he made his grief give way to necessity, and 
spoke as follows:— 

“ Perseus, by accusing me in your presence, my 
“ fether, and by shedding fictitious tears lo move 
“ you to compassion, has made you suspect mine, 

“ which, alas! are but too sincere; and by that 
“ means has deprived met>f all the advantages the ac- 
“ cused generally have. Although ever since my 
« return from Rome he has been day and night laying 
“ snares for me, in secret cabals wit 11 his creatures; 
« yet he now represents me to you, not only as laying 
«« bidden ambuscades to destroy him, but attacking 
“ him by open violence and an armed force. He 
“ endeavours to alarm you by the pretended dan- 
“ gers which surround him, in hopes of hastening by 
“ your means the death of his innocent brother. 
“ He declares that he has no refuge, no asylum left, 
“ with design to prevent my finding one in your cle- 
e< mency and justice. In the solitary and abandoned 
“ state to which I see myself reduced, quite friend- 
“ less and unprotected, he strives to make me odious, 
“ by reproaching me with possessing an influence and 
“ interest with foreigners, which are rather a prejudice 

“ than a service to me. * . 

“ Observe, I beseech you, with what insidious 
“ ar t he has blended and confounded the transac- 
“ tioos of last night with every other circumstance 
«of my life: and ibis in a double view; first to 
« raise a suspicion in you of my conduct in general 
“from this last action,*the innocence of which 
“will soon be evident; and secondly, to support, 
“by this idle story of a nocturnal attack, bis 
« equally idle accusation, of my harbouring criminal 
« views, hopes, and pretensions. At the same time 
“ be has endeavoured to shew that this accusation 
« was not premeditated or prepared; but teat it was 
“ wholly the effect of the fear with which he was 
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“ seized, occasioned by last night’s tumult. But, 
“ Perseus, if I had attempted to betray my father 
“ and his kingdom; had I engaged in conspiracies 
“ with the Romans, and with the enemies- of the 
“ state ; you ought not to have waited for the'oppor- 
“ tunity of the fictitious story of last night’s trans- 
“ action,* but should have impeached me before this 
“ time of such treason. If the charge of treason, 
“ when separated from the other, was altogether im- 
“ probable, and could servo to no other purpose but 
“ to prove IT&w much you envy me, and not to evince 
“ my guilt; you ought not to have mentioned it 
“ now, but should have, postponed that charge to 
“ another time; and have examined now this question 
“ only, Whether you laid snares for me, or I for you. 
“ I nevertheless will endeavour, as far as the confusion 
“ into which this sudden and unforeseen accusation 
“ has thrown me will permit, to separate and distin- 
“ guish what you have thrown together indiscrimi- 
“ nately; and to shew whether you or myself ought 
“ in justice to be accused of laying a snare for the 
“ other last night. 

“ Perseus asserts, that I harboured a design to 
“ assassinate him, in order that, by thfe death of my 
“ elder brother, to whom the crown appertains by 
“ the right of nations, by the customs of Mace- 
“ donia, and even, as he pretends, by your deter- 
“ ruination 5 I* though the younger son, might suc- 
“ ceed to the throne. To what purpose therefore 
“ is that other part of his speech* where he declares, 
“ that I have been particularly studious to ingratiate 
“ myself with the Romans, and flattered myself with 
“ the hopes of being abid to ascend the throne by 
“their assistance?*For, if I thought the Romans 
“ were powerful enough to bestow the kingdom of 

Macedon on whomsoever they pleased, and if I 
“ relied so much on my influence and authority with 
“ them, why should I commit a fratricide of no 
“advantage to myself? What! should I have af- 
“ fected to surround my temples with a diadem, 
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“ dyed with my brother’s blood, merely that I 
“ might become odious and execrable, even to those 
“ with whom I Bad acquired some influence (if 
v indeed I have any), by a probity either real or dis- 
“ semWed? Unless you can suppose that Quintius, 
“ whose counsel I atn accused of following (he, 1 say, 
“ who lives in so delightful an union with hisjbrother), 
“ suggested to me the horrid design of embruiog 
“ my hands in my brother’s blood. Perseus has sum- 
“ moned up all the advantages, by which (as he would 
“ insinuate) I can promise myself a superiority over 
“ him; such as the credit of the Romans, the suffrages 
“ of the Macedonians, and the almost universal con- 
' “ sent of gods and men ; and yet he at the same time 
“ (as if I were inferior to him in all respects) charges 
“ me with having recourse to an expedient which none 
“ but the blackest villains could employ. Are you 
“ willing to have us judged upon this principle and rule, 
“ That whichsoever of us two was apprehensive that 
“ the other would be judged more worthy of the 
« diadem, shall be declared to have formed the 
“ design of murdering his brother ? 

“ But let us come to facts, and examine the order 
“ and plan of the criminal enterprise with which! 
“ am charged. Perseus pretends to have been at- 
“ tacked in different-manners, all which are, however, 
“ included within the space of one day. I attempted; 
“ as he says, to murder him in broad day-light, in 
“ the battle which followed the sacred ceremony of 

the review. I determined to poison him at an 
“ entertainment towhich I had invited him. In fine, 
“ 1 resolved to attack him with open force in the 
“ dead of night, attended by armed persons to a 
“ party of pleasure at his house. 

“ You see, my father, the season I had chosen to 
“ commit this fratricide; a tournament, a banquet, a 
o party of pleasure, and on how venerable and solemn 
“a day! a day on which the army is reviewed, on 
« which the resplendent arms of all, the Macedonian 
“ monarch* are carried in the front of the procession; 
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tm which at passes between the (two parts of-the 
“ saored victim ;• and on which we .have the honour 
“ temattch on each side of yotf, at the head of the 
‘‘ whole Macedonian people. What! though puri- 
“ led by Shis august sacrifice, from all fauHail might 
“bdfore have commuted; having before my eyes the 
“ sacred victim through whidh we passed, was my 
“mind'intent'Upon fratricides, poisons, and dag- 
“igers 1 Defiled in such a mannenby crimes of the 
“ most horrid nature, by vnhat ceremonies, by what 
“ victims, wrould it have (been possible for me to 
“iporify myself ? 

“jit (is evident that my brother, hurried on by a 
“ blind wish to calumniate and destroy me, in his 
“endeavour to make every thing suspected, and a 
“ crime in me, betrays and'contradicts himself. (For 
“'.(brother) had I formed the design of poisoning 
“ you at my (table, what could be 'more ill-judged 
“ltban : tD’€xasperete you, and to put yoti upon your 
“(guard Iby an'obstinate (battle, in which <1 should 
“ihave discovered (that I had designs of violence 
“against you; usd by that means, have pre- 
“'.vented your coming to an entertainoienttto which 
‘^1 ifaad (invited you, (and at which you accord- 
“ iagly refused t to : be ! present ? But surely, after such 
“ a; refusal,should II not have endeavoured r to> recon- 
“• cite 1 myself to you; and,»as;L had i resolved: to take 
“you* n by poieon, ought i> not to have-sought an- 
“ otberupportunity: for giviugfyou the fatal ((draught ? 
“ Gouldiit -heexpected thatT should abruptly fifty off 
“On i the very same day to another 1 scheme, and at- 
“itempt’to assassinate you, upon pretence of going 
“tto yeur .bouBe on a party of pleasure? Gould I 
“ reasonably flattenmysilf .uith,tfee>isepe& (Ufcing it 
“ibr gsanted ibat the fearofyour (bring tiuardered 
lt ^h#pdde .yourehis&tacoiaeto'iny entertainment), 
“ifbatltbe earnerfoarvwouki not induce.yau tcrrefuse 
“ areaMdaifttcDoeihfto'jyioun house ? 

“liifm«»e,iiatber,oonfess to* yomwith- 
He wh^n gla^^fhat inard ay ofifostivity and rejoicing, 
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“happening 1 to be in'company with youngpeople tif 
“ my own age, I drank more plentifully than ostial. 
“ Enquire, I beseAh ydu, How we ‘spent our time 
“at the feast yesterday, bow foil of mirth we 
“ were f hoW transported with thoughtless gaiety, 
“very much heightened, by our, perhaps, too indrs- 
“creet joy, for the victory we had gained in the 
“'tournament. It is the sad'condition of-an unfore¬ 
seen accusation; 'it is'the danger dn which IrtoW 
“ see myself'involved, tjjat have dispelled but tob 
“ easily the fumes of wine; otherwise, ^*calm assa's- 
“ sin, my‘eyes had still been closed ih slumbers. 
“ Had I formed a resolution'to attack your house 
“ with a'view of murdering you, would it not 'have 
“ been possible for me toabstain, for ©oedayftom 
“'immoderate drinking, and to keep'my companions 
“ from the like r excess ? 

“ But, that it may not be thought that I albrie 
“ act with frankness and simplicity, let us'hear my 
“ brother, Who has no malice, and does not harbour 
“ the least suspicion. All/says he,tbatT know, and 
“ the only thing I have fo ! complain of, is, that they 
* ‘ camearmed-to my house, u pon pretence of engaging 
“ in a' party ©^pleasure. Should I ask you howyou 
“ came to "know 'this, you will be forced to own, 
“ either that'my hOusewas filled 1 with spies sent by 
“ you, or else that my attendants* had taken Up antis 
“ in so open a'triariner that every one knew of it. 
“ What does ttiy brother do? That- he may not seem 
“ to have formerly^atched ail my motions, 'OOr at 
“ this time to ground his 1 accusation merely On sup- 
positions, he beseeches you -to ! 'enquire dftheose 
“ whom be shall name/ whether it* be not true-that 
‘ “ they came armed tohishoose;% order that fas if this 
‘ ‘ Wered doubtfoioircumstance jafter tinseaiquiry into 
“ 'an'incidfentw^iehthey themselves owrvand confess, 
they *to*y twfeOftftdef^^as^allyConvieted. Biit 

“ is this'the queStido ? 'Why -do ! flotyou desire On 
“anquirytobe made'Whether 1 they-took up ‘arms to 
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“ assassinate you, and wither they did. it with my 
“ knowledge, and at my request ? For this is what you 
“ pretend; and not what they themselves own pub- 
“licly, and which is very manifest, that they took 
“ op arms with no other view than to defend them- 
“ selves. Whether they had or had not reason to 
“ arm themselves, that they are to inform you. Do 
“ not blend and confound my cause with theirs, for 
“ they are quite distinct and separate. Only tell us 
“ whether we intended to, attack you openly or by 
“ surprise.* If openly, why did we not all take up 
“ arms ? Why were those only armed who had in- 
“ suited your*spy ? In case it was to have been by 
“ surprise, in what manner would the attack have 
“ teen made? Would it have been at the end of 
“ the feast in your house; and after I had left it with 
“ my company, would the four men in question 
“ have staid behind', to have fallen upon you when 
“asleep? How would it have been possible for 
“ them to conceal themselves in your, house, since 
“ they were strangers in my service,and could not but 
“ be very much suspected, having been seen* but a few 
“ hoursbeforeengaged inthequarrel? Again,supposing 
“ they had found an opportunity to murder you, in 
“ what manner could they have escaped ? Could four 
“ men armed, have been able to make themselves 
“ masters of your house? • 

“ Leave, then, this nocturnal fiction, and come to 
“ what really pains you, and which you have so much 
“at heart: For what reason (methinks I hear my 
“ brother say), for what reason* (Demetrius) do the 
“ people talk of making you king ? Why do some per- 
“ sons think you more worthy than I of succeeding our 
“ father ? Why do you make my hopes doubtful and 
“ uncertain; which, were it not for you, would have been 
“ established on themostsolid foundation? Such are the 
“ Te&ctiohs which Perseus revolves ini his mind, though 
“ he does not express himself in this manner: It 
“ is this thatmakes him my enemy and my accuser: 
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“ It is tiiis that fills the palace and every part of 
“ the kingdom with suspicions and accusations. If 
“ I ought not nom, father, so much as to hope for 
“ the sceptre, por perhaps ever to think of contesting 
“ it, as being the younger, and because it is your 
“ will and pleasure that I should yield to my elder 
“ brother; it does not follow that I ought^to make 
“ myself appear unworthy of it, either to* yon (my 
“ father) or to all the Macedonians; a circumstance 
“ which, nothing but' my ill conduct could occasion. 
“ I can, indeed, through moderation,^resign it to 
“ whom it belongs: but I cannot prevail with myself 
“ to renounce my virtue and good name. 

“You reproach me with the affection of .the 
“ Romans, and impute that to me for a crime which 
“ ought to be my glory. I did not desire to be 
“ sent to Rome, neither as a hostage at first, nor 
“ afterwards as ambassador: this, father, you your- 
“ self very well know. When you ordered me to go' 
“ thither, I obeyed your commands ; and I believe 
“ my conduct there and behaviour were such, as can- 
“ not reflect the least dishonour either on yourself, 
“ your crown, or the Macedonian nation. It is there- 
“ fore yourself father, who occasioned the friendship 
“ 1 have contracted with the Romans. So kmgae 
“ you shall be at peace with them, so long our friend- 
“ ship will subsist; but,at the first signal for war, 
“ though I have been a hostage among them, and 
“ exercised the functions of an ambassador in such 
“ a manner as perhaps has not been disadvantageous 
“ to my father; frt>m that moment, I say, I shall 
“ declare myself their enemy* I do not desire to 
“ reap any benefit on the present occasion, from 
“ the love which the Romani;have for roe; all I 
“ entreat %*bat Rmay not be of prejudme to me. 
“ It was not begun m war, nor is it designed tosulK 
“ sist in.it. As a hostage add afe ambassador, 

instead et mdigm fe,ptt#e, indigm Mi, 

fottr ;whichseessi to.agree better withitfca context. 

VOL. VII. 
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“ P®*# fas my <mly object: let that be neither, con- 
sideiwdin me as, a crime nor a merit 
“ If I have violated, in any manner, die respect I 
“ of© to you, my father; if I have formed any cri* 
“minal enterprise against my brother; let me be 
“ punished as I deserves but if I am innocent, this I 
“ claim ; D that as I cannot be convicted of the least 
** g uiIt > 1 uiay not fall a victim to envy. This is not 
“ the first time that my brother has charged me with 
“ harbouring horrid designs; but it is the first time 
“ has attempted to do it openly, though without 
“ the least foundation. Was my father exasperated 
“ against me, it would be your duty, as the elder, 
“ kindly, to intercede for your younger brother; td 
“ s^icit his pardon, to entreat that some regard 
“ m, ght be shewn to his youth; and that a fault, 
“ which bad been committed merely through inad- 
“ vertency, might be overlooked. My ruin comes 
u fro® *bat very quarter, whence I might naturally 
M bam expected my safety. 
u Almost half asleep, after the feast and party of 

* pteamwe, I am dragged hither on a sudden, to 
“ ****** a charge of fratricide; and ant forced to 
“ plead my own cause, unassisted by advocates, and 
u unsupported by tbi advice or influence of a single 
** person. Had I been to speak in favour of an- 
** otiier * I should have taken time to prepare and 
" <*o^ose mjv discourse; and yet, on such an occa- 

ssant my reputation only would have kid at stake, 
“ aod. I shonld have had nothing to do but to display 
1 ®y *** ekfoonceat tins instant, without 
knotskg the cause for which I am ordered to ap- 
“ P*r in this place, I bear an. offended father com- 
^mandmg me to make my defence, and a brother 
*hargrag me with the moot horrid Crimes. Perseus 
th* time he could deske to prepare 

* hi* wccusatioh, wktet l did not so-much as know 
‘ what the business was, till the very instant the 
“ acc us a t ton was brought against .me. ha this rapid 

moment, ought Ltd bemore attentive to mr 



Alexander's successors. .IBS 

accuser than studious of nay own apology? §mv 
“ prised by a sudden and unforeseen accusation, I 
“ could scarce cdte prehead what was laid to ray 
“charge, so far from being able to know how to 
“ make my defence. What hope could F have left, 

“ did I not know that it is my father who is to judge! 

“ He may shew a greater affection for mjt brother, 

“ as the elder 5 butlie owes more compassion to roe, 

“ as being the party accused: I myself cotyure you 
“ to preserve my life foj your own sake and mine; 

“ whereas Perseus insists upon your sacrificing me 
“ to his safety. What may you not naturally expect 
“ from him when you shall once have invested him 
“ with your authority, as he now demands your fa- 
“ vour at no less a price than my blood!” 

Whilst Demetrius defended himself in this man¬ 
ner; his words were interrupted by deep sighs, and 
groans intermixed with tears. Philip, dismissing bpth 
of them for a moment, advised with his friends ; and 
then ordering them to be called in again, he told 
them; “ I will not pronounce sentence on this affair 
“ from mere words and an hour’s discussion, but; 

“ from the enquiry I shall make into your conduct, 

“ from your ^behaviour in small as well as great 
“ things, and from your words as well as actions.” 

This judgment shewed plainly enough, that although 
Demetrius bad cleared .himself with regard to the 
charge of endeavouring to take away his brothers 
life, Philip, however, suspected him, from his conneo* 
tions with thf Rojnans. These were, in a manner 
the first seeds of the war that wete sown in Philip’s 
life-time, and which were to ripe® under Perseus bis 
successor. ■ ! ■ * "-ft,. 

-'The king, some time after, sent Pbilocles and a.m. 
Apelles, as ms ambassadors to Rome ; not so much 
with desigh oCeraplojhig them in any pegocia- j' 81 ’ 
tion, as to gain information how the inhibitaots of 
that city stood affected with regard to Demetrius; pnd 

Fir. 1 . srf. a, 00— ftj. 
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to enquire secretly into what he had said there (par- 
tictilarly to Quin tins), respecting the succession to 
the throne. Philip imagined that these two men 
ware hot attached to any party; but they were Per¬ 
seus’s adherents, and baa engaged in his conspiracy. 
Demetrius, who knew nothing of what was transacting, 
(his brother's accusation excepted,) had no hopes of 
error being able to pacify his father; especially when 
he found that his brother had so ordered matters 
that he could not have the least access to him. ATI 
he therefore*endeavoured was, to keep a watchful 
guard over his words and actions, in order to give no 
ground for suspicion and envy. He avoided speak¬ 
ing of the Romans, or holding the least correspond¬ 
ence with them, even by letter, knowing it was this 
that chiefly incensed the Macedonians against him. 
He ought to have taken these precautions sooner: 
but this young prince, who had no experience, and 
'Was frank and sincere, and judged of others from 
himself imagined he had nothing to fear from a court, 
with whose intrigues and artifices he ought to have 
been better acquainted. 

Philip, from a vulgar opinion which prevailed in 
Macedon, that from the top of moutft Hasmus, the 
Black sea and the Adriatic, is well as the Danube 
and the Alps, might be discovered, had the curiosity 
to ascertain the truth' of it^i&nself; imagining that 
this prospect Slight be of spbe service to the design 
he meditated, of making seat of war. He 

only took Perseus With hif>f iud sent Demetrius into 
Macedonia; appointin|j§idas, governorOf Pteonia, 
and one of the fcing’sf&iief officers, to escort him. 
This man w*sa creature of Perseus, who had taught 
him his leaton perfectly; and exhorted him. above all 
thin; ft to’ insinuate himself as artfully as possible into 
fSdwojp.jgracek Of the youn^ prince, in order to dis\ 
cow 'MU ins secrets. 

his commission but too well. 
He agreed to every thing that Demetrius said, la¬ 
mented his Hi fate, seemed to detest the injustice; 
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and insincerity of his enemies, who represented him, 
on all occasions, hi the most odious light to his 
father; and offered to serve him to the utmost, in 
whatever lay in his power. Demetrius at last resolved 
to fly to the Romans. He fancied that heaven had 
opened him a certain means (for it was necessary to 
pass through Paeonia, of which Didas, as I observed 
above, was governor), and accordingly be revealpd 
his design to him. Djjfas, without loss of time, 
sent advice of this to Perseus, and the latter to king 
Philip; who, after having undergone inexpressible 
fatigues in his journey up mount Hsemus, was re¬ 
turned from his expedition with no better informa¬ 
tions than he carried with him. The monarch and 
his attendants did not, however, refute the vulgar opi¬ 
nion ; in all probability, that they might not expose 
so ridiculous a journey to the laughter of the public; 
rather than because they bad seen from one and the 
same spot, rivers, seas, and mountains, at so vast a 
distance from one another. Be this as it may, the 
king was at that time employed in the siege of a city 
called Petra, when the news 1, have mentioned was 
brought him. .Herodotus, Demetrius’s bosom-friend, 
was seized, and strict orders were given to keep a 
watchful eye over the prince. 

Philip, at his return to Macedon, was seized with 
a deep melancholy. This last attempt of Demetrius 
went to bis heart. He thought, hbwever, that it 
would be proper for him, to wait the return of the 
ambassadors whom he had sent to Rome, and who 
bad. teen taught their lesson before they left Ma¬ 
cedon. They reported exactly whatever had been 
dictated to them; and presented the king with a 
forged letter, sealed with the counterfeit seal of 
T- Quintets, in which be desired Philip, “ not to be 
“ offended at his son Demetrius, for some unguarded 
“ expressions which might have escaped him with 
ft respect to the Succession to the crown; assuring 
“ him that be would not engage in any attempt 
ft contrary to the ties of blood -and nature.” Hjt 
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coacludedwith observing* <4 that be was very far 
“ from ever giving him sodi cotfnsel;" This letter 
confirmed all that Perseus had advanced against bis 
brother, Herodotus was put to the torture, and 
died on the tack, without Charging hk master with 
any thing. 

, Perseus ag&inaoeesed his brother before the king. 
His having projected the design of dying to the 
Homans through Fasonia, c ahd of bribing certain 
persons to accompany him in his flight, was imputed 
Id him as a crime. But the circumstance which bore 


hardest against him was, the forged letter of Quintius. 
His father nevertheless did not declare himself pub¬ 
licly against him, resolving to make away with him 
sepretly; not out of regard to his son, but lest the 
noise which the bringing him to execution would 
make, should discover too visibly the designs he 
projected against Rome. At his leaving Thessalo- 
nica to* go to Demetrias, hp Commanded Didas to 
dispatch the young prince. The latter having car¬ 
ried Demetrius with him into P&onia, poisoned 
him at an entertainment that was made after a sacri¬ 
fice. Demetrius had no sooner drunk the deadly 
draught) than he found himself seized with violent 
pains. He withdrew to his apartment, complaining 
bitterly of his father’s cruelty, and loudly charging 
life brother'with the crime of fratricide, and Didas 
with his btuffrarous treachery. His pains increasing, 
two of Didis’s domestics entered the room, threw 
blankets over his bead, and stiffed him. Such was 


tile end ofthis young prince, who deserved a much 
better f&gjp 

A. M. "Almost two years were elapsed before the conspi- 
S825. ,mcy of Perseus against his brother was discovered. 

Aot 7 £ c * Id- the n^ean time Philip, tortured by grief add re- 
’ roomai' incessantly deplored bis aoot murder^ and 
reprriachdd himself with his’cruelty. life surviving 
fjfeu, who looked ■upon* himself already as king, and 


bf^l.%lJa. 5*^57. 
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to whom the courtiers began to attach themselves, 
from the expectation that he would soon be their 
sovereign, gave him no less pain. It was infinitely 
shocking to him to see his old age despised; some 
waiting with the utmost impatience for his death, 
and others even not waiting for it 
Among those who had'access to him, Antigonus 
held the first rank. He was nephew of another •An¬ 
tigonus, who had been Philip’s guardian; and under 
that name, and in that quality, had reigned ten 
years. This worthy man had always continued in¬ 
violably attached, both from duty and affection, to 
the person of his prince, in the midit of the tumults 
and cabals of the court. Perseus had never cared for 
him; but this inviolable attachment to his father had 
made him his professed enemy. Antigonus plainly 
perceived the danger to which he would be exposed 
when that prince should succeed to the crown. Find¬ 
ing that Philip began to fluctuate in thought, and 
Would, from time to time, sigh and weep for his son 
D^paetrius, he thought it proper to take advantage of 
that disposition; and sometimes listening to his dis¬ 
course on thjit subject, at other times beginning it 
h imself, and regretttog the precipitate manner in 
which that affair had been conducted, he entered into 
his sentiments and complaints, and thereby gave them 
new force. And as tru\h always leaves some foot¬ 
's tops by which it may be discerned, he used his ut¬ 
most endeavours to trace out the secret intrigues of 
Perseus’s conspiracy. 

, The persons who bad had the greatest concern in 
that affair, and of whom the strongest suspicion 
might with the greatest justice be entertained, were 
■Ap e l foa a r y i Philocles, who bad been sent ambassadors 
to Rome, and had brought from thence, as in the 
name of Quteutius Flamininus, the letter which had 
proved so fatal to the young prince. It was generally 
whispered at court that this .whole letter was forged ? 

fie imimw** 
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but still this was only conjecture; and there was no 
proof Of it Very luckily^, Xychus, who had accom¬ 
panied Apelles and Philocles in quality of secretary 
of the embassy, happened upon some occasion to ap¬ 
ply to Aritigohus. immediately be put him under an 
arrest, caused him to be carried to the palace, and 
leaving him under a strong guard, went to Philip. 
“ 1 imagined (says he), royal sir, from several things I 
“ have heard you say, that nothing could give you 
“’greater pleasure than to a know exactly what idea 
“ you ooght to entertain of your two sons; and to 
“ascertain which of them it was that made an at- 
“ tempt on the other's life. You now have in your 
“ power the man who is best able to give you a per- 
“ feet account of that whole affair, and this is Xychus. 
“ He is now in your palace, and you may command 
41 him to be sent for." Xychus being immediately 
brought in, at first denied every thing; but so very 
faintly,' that it was evident he would make a full 
discovery, upon being ever so little intimidated. 
Accordingly, the instant that the officer of jugice 
appeared, he made a full confession, revealed the 
whole intrigue of the ambassadors, antj the share he 
himself had in it. Immediately Philocles, who hap¬ 
pened to be in court at that time, was seized; but 
Apelles, who was absent, hearing that Xychus had 
made a foil discovery, fled to Italy. History does not 
inform us of the particulars which were extorted from 
Philocles. Some pretend, that after having reso¬ 
lutely denied the charge at first, he was utterly con¬ 
founded upon his being confronted with Xychus. 
According to other historians, he bore the torture 
with the utmost fortitude, and asserted his innocence 
to the last gasp; All these things only revived 
and Uagmented the sorrow of Philip; a fotber 
fMfetfiy' wretched; whether he tamed his reflec¬ 
tions <m b» murthered son. or on him who was still 
Jiving. 

Perseus, being informed that bis whole plot bad 
been discovered, knew too well his own power and 
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influence to believe it necessary to secure himself by 
-flight. Hie only precaution he took was, a resolu¬ 
tion to keep at a distance' from court as long as his 
father should live, in order to withdraw himself from 
his resentment 

Philip did not entertain the hope of having it in bis 
power to seine Perseus, and bring him to condign 
punishment. The'only thought he then entertained • 
was, to prevent his enjoying, with impunity, the fruits 
of his guilt. In this view he sent for Antigonus, to 
whose great care he owed the discovery of the con¬ 
spiracy; and whom he judged very well qualified, 
both on account of his personal merit and of his unde 
Antigonus’s recent fame and glory, to fill the Mace¬ 
donian throne. “ Reduced,” says Philip, “ to the 
“ deplorable necessity of wishing that to be my fate, 
ft which other fathers detest as the most dreadful ca- 
“ lamity that can befall them (the being childless); T 
** am now resolving to bequeath to you a kingdom, 
“for which I am indebted to the guardianship 
“ of your uncle; and which he not only preserved 
“ by his fidelity, but enlarged considerably by his va- 
“ lour. 1 know no man worthy of the crown but 
“ yourself. And were there none capable of wearing 
“ it with dignity, I bad infinitely rather it should lie 
“ lost for ever, than that Perseus should have it as 
“ the reward of his impious perfidy. •Methinks I 

shall see Demetrius risen from the sepulchre, and 
“ restored to his father, if I can substitute you in his 
“ place; you, who alone bewailed the untimely death 
“ of my dear son, and the unhappy credulity tfhich 
“ proved his destruction.” 

After this he bestowed the highest honours on An¬ 
ti gonus, and took evdry opportunity of producing him 
in the most advantageous light to the public. Whilst 
Perseus resided in Thrace, Philip made a progress 
through several cities of Macedon, and recommended 
Antigonus to all the noblemen of the greatest distioc* 
tion, with the utmost zeal and affection; and, had fate 
allowed him a longer life, it was not doubted but he 
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would have put him in possesion of feeMj""- 
Having left Demetrtas, be madfe a considerable stay 
in Thessalonica.from whence he went to Amphipolis, 
where he fell dangerously iH The pbys^s d ®* 
clared. that his sickness proceeded more from ms 
mind than las body. Grief keptfeim ■ wntwiag 
awake; and he frequently imagined he saw, n the 
dead of night, the ghost of the ill-fated Demetrius, 
reptoaebinghim with hi| death, and riling down 
cm on his head. He expired, bewailing one of 
his sons with a shower of tears, and veoting ^preca- 
tions against the other. AnUgoous imgh have been 
raised to the throne, had the kings death been 
Stely divulged. Calligeoes the physician, who 
presided in all the consultations, did not stay till 
Sq. king had breathed his last; but the very instant 
he saw feat it was impossible for hlffltore f over ’J 
dispatched couriers to Perseus; J 1 f 
agreed between feeai that he should keep some in 

readiness for feat purpose; and he f nce ^ d ^ 
kbf s death from every body out of fee palace, till 
Petfeus appeared, whose sudden arrival surprised 
Si people. We then took possession of the crown, 

which he had acquired by guilt. ., 

He reigped eleven yeara,; fee last four of which 
were employed in war against the Romans, for which 
he had made preparations from the time of his acces¬ 
sion to fee throne. At last, Paulus lEmfeus gained 
a famous victory over him, which put an end to fee 
SomofMaUn. To prbentiny being obliged 

tomvide and interrupt fee series 

shall be related at large* and wifeout interruptions 
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Sect. II, The death of Seleucus Philopator, whose 
reign was short and obscure. He is succeeded by 
his brother Antiochus, surnamed Epiphanes. 
Causes of the war which qfterwards broke out 
between the kings of Egypt and Syria. Antio¬ 
chus gains a victory over Ptolemy. The con¬ 
queror possesses himself of Egypt, and takes the 
king prisoner. A report prevailing of a general 
revolt, he goes into Palestine; besieafs,and takes 
Jerusalem, where he exercises the most horrid 
cruelties. The Alexandrians, in the room of Phi- 
lometor, who was Antiochus's prisoner, raise to the 
throne his younger brother Ptolemy Euergetes, 
surnamed also Physcon. Antiochus renews the 
war with Egypt. The two brothers are recon¬ 
ciled. He marches towards Alexandria, in order 
to lay siege to it. Popilius, one of the Roman am¬ 
bassadors, obliges him to quit Egypt, and not to 
molest the two brothers. 

Seleucus Philbpator did not reign long in Asia, 
nor did he perform any memorable action! Under 
him happened the famous incident concerning He- 
liodorus, related in the sedbnd book of e Maccabees. 
The holy city of Jerusalem enjoyed at tfiat time pro¬ 
found tranquillity. The piety and resolution of Onias, 
the high 1 -priest, caused the laws of God to be 
strictly observed there; and prompted even kings 
and idolatrous princes to have the holy place in the 
highest veneration. They* honoured it with rich 
gifts j and king Seleucus furnished, from his own 
private revenues, all that was necessary for the so¬ 
lemnization of the, sacrifices. Nevertheless, the per¬ 
fidy of a Jew called Simon, governor of the temple, 
raised on a sudden a great disorder in the city. This 
man, to revenge himself of the opposition which 

• 2 Madcab. iii. 



Onias the hlgh-priest made to his unjust enterprises, 
informed the king that there weA immense treasures 
in the temple, which were not designed for the 
expences of the sacrifices, and that be might seize - 
upon them all. The king, on this information, sent 
HeHodorus bis first minister to Jerusalem, with orders 
to Carry off all those treasures. 

tieliodorus, after having been received by the 
high-priest with honours ojf every kind, told him the 
motive of his journey; and asked him whether the 
information, that had been given to the king, with 
regard to tha treasure,, was true. The high-priest 
tom him, that these treasures were only deposited 
there as in trust, and were allotted to the maintenance 
of widows and orphans; that he could not absolutely 
dispose Of them to the prejudice of those to whom 
they belonged; and who imagined that they could 
not secure them better, than by depositing them in a 
temple, the holiness of which was revered throughout 
the whole universe. This treasure consisted of four 
hundred talents of silver (about fifty thousand pounds 
sterling) and two hundred talents of gold (three hun¬ 
dred thousand pounds sterling). However, the mi¬ 
nister sent from the prince, insisting on the orders be 
had received from court, told him plainly, that this 
money, whatever might be the consequence, must all 
be carried ta the king. 

The day appointed for the carrying it off bang 
come, Heliodorus came to the temple, with the iti- 
tention to execute his commission. Immediately 
the 1 whole city was seized with the utmost terror*. 
The priests, dressed in their sacerdotal vestments, 
fell prostrate at the foot of the altar ; beseeching tbp 
God of heaven, who enacted the law with regard 

W?ffeosifs ? ti^ 4 preserve" ffidse lai<l up in his temple. 

umbers. flocked in crowds, and jointly be* 
sbttght' ghe Creator, upon their knees, not to suffer 
am boly a place to*be profaned.- The women and 
-maidens, covered with sackcloth, were seen lifting 
up their hands to heaven. It was a spectacle truly 
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worthy of compassion, to see such multitudes, and 
especially the high-priest, pierced with the deepest 
affliction, under the apprehension of so impious a 
sacrilege. , 

By this time, Heiiodorus, with his guards, was 
come to the gate of the treasury, and preparing to 
break it open. But the * Spirit of the Almighty 
now revealed himself by the most sensible marks; 
insomuch that all those who bad dared toobey Heli- 
odorus, were struck dowrr by a divine power, and 
seized with a terror which bereaved them of all their 
faculties. For there appeared to them a horse richly 
caparisoned, which rushing at once upon Heiiodorus, 
struck him several times with his fore-feet. The 
man who sat on this horse had a terrible aspect, and 
his arms seemed of gold. At the same time there 
were seen two young men whose beauty dazzled the 
eye, and who, standing on each side of Heiiodorus, 
scourged him incessantly, and in the most violent 
manner. Heiiodorus falling to the ground, was taken 
up, and put into his litter; and this man, who a mo¬ 
ment before had come into the temple followed by a 
great train of guards, was forced away from this holy 
place, and had ho one to succour him; and that, 
because the power of God had displayed itself in 
the strongest manner. By the same power he was 
cast to the ground speechless, and without the least 
sign of life; whilst the temple, which before resound¬ 
ed with nothing but lamentations, now echoed with 
the shouts of all the people, who returned r thanks to 
the Almighty, for having raised,the glory of his holy 
temple by the effect of his po wer. 

But now, some of Heliodorus’s friends besought 
the high-priest to invoke Goo in bis favour.'.Im¬ 
mediately Onias offered a sacrifice for his health. 
Whilst Ire was praying, tire two young men above 

* Sed Spiritvt ommpotentit Dei magawn fecit me aetentatjonie 
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mentioned appeared to Heltodorus, and said to 
him; H Return thinks to Oniaa the high-priest; for 
M it is for his sake tint the Loan has granted you 
“ life. After having been chastened of G od, declare 
“ unto the whole work! his miraculous power.” Hav¬ 
ing spoken these words, they vanished, 

Helibdorus offered up sacrifices and made solemn 
vows to Him who had restored him to life. He re¬ 
turned thanks to Onias* and went his way; declar¬ 
ing to every one the wonderful works of the Al¬ 
mighty, to which he himself had been an eye¬ 
witness. The king asking him, whether he believed 
that another person might be sent with safety to 
Jerusalem, he answered; “ In case you have an 
“ enemy, or any traitorous wretch who has a design 
upon your crown, send him thither; and you will 
see him return back flayed with scourging, if 
“ indeed be return at all. For He who inhabiteth 
“ the heavens is himself present in that place: he is 
“ the guardian and protector of it; and he strikes 
“ those mortally who go thither to injure it.” 

The Mug was soon punished for this sacrilegious 
act, by the very man whom he had commanded to 
plunder the temple. Aatiochus the Great, having, 
after his defeat at Sipylus concluded the ignomi¬ 
nious peace with the Romans before mentioned, had 
given them, among other hostages, Antiochus, one 
of his sons, and tfaa younger brother of Seleucus. 
1 He had resided thirteen years in Rome. Seleucus 
Ins brother wanted him, l$it for what reason » not 
known (perhaps to pat him at the head of some 
military expedition which he might judge him- ca¬ 
pable el executing); and to obtain him, he sent 
Demetriue Ms only son, who was but twelve years 
af twe, t»Rome> si a hostage mAntiochusV room. 
A ^ Diifef the Absence of the two Mrs to the crown, 
S829 (one of whom was gone to Rome, and the other not 
• AntJ.C. 
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gBtumed from it,) Heliodorus imagined he might, with 5 
very little difficulty, #eize upon it, by taking off Se¬ 
leucus; and accordingly he poisoned him.- ■ 

In this manner was fulfilled the prophecy of 
Daniel. After speaking of the death of Antiochus 
the Great, he adds, * “ Then shall stand upjn his 
“ estates a raiser of taxes in the glory of the king- 
“ dom; but within few days * be shall be de- 
“ stroyed, neither in anger nor in battle.” These 
few words denote evidently the short and obscure 
reign of Seleucus, and the kind Of death he was to 
die. The Hebrew text points him opt still more 
clearly. “ There shall arise up in ms place,” of 
Antiochus, “ a man who, as an extortioner, a col- 
“ lector of taxes, shall cause to pass away, (shall 
“ destroy ,) the glory of the kingdom.” And, indeed, 
this was the sole employment of his reign. He wa$ 
obliged to furnish the Romans, by the articles of 
the peace concluded between them, a thousand f 
talents annually; and the twelve years of this tribute 
end exactly with his life. He reigned but eleven 
years. 

" Antiochus, afterwards sumamed Epiphanes, who 
was returning from Rome into Syria, heard at 
Athens of the death of his brother Seleucus. • He 
was told that the usurper had a very strong party, 
but that another was formiftg in favour tjf Ptolemy, 
whose claim was founded in right of his mother, the 
late king’s sister. Antiochus had recourse to Eu- 
menes king of Pergamus, and to Attains his brother, 
who seated liim on the throne, after having expelled 
Heliodorus. 

The prophet Daniel, (from, verse SI of chapter 
xi, to the end of chapter xii.) foretells every thing 
that was to befell Antiochus Epiphanes, who was a 
creel persecutor of the Jews, and who is pointed 

l>tn. srf. 20. 1 Appian. in Syr. p. 116,117. Hieroa in Dan. 

The Hebrew word may signify either day* or jeers. 
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out elsewhere by the 1 “ little born which was to issue 
“ out of one of the four large ^ boros.” I shall ex¬ 
plain this prophecy hereafter. 

Here (chap, xi- verse Si) the prophet describes 
his accession to the throne. “And in his,” (Seleu- 
cus’s,) “ estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom 
«* they*shaU not give the honour of the kingdom: but 
“ he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom 
“ by flatteries.” Antiochus’s conduct will shew bow 
vile he was. It is said? “ that to him they shall 
“ not give the honours of the kingdom.” He did not 
obtain the crown either by right of birth, as his 
brother Seleucus bad left behind him a son who was 
his lawful heir, or by the free choice of the peo¬ 
ple; Eumenes and Attalus having set it on his head. 
Being returned from the west peaceably (or rather 
secretly) to surprise his rival, he won the hearts of 
the people by his artifices, and a specious appearance 
of clemency. 

k He assumed the title of Epiphanes, that is, illus- 
trious, which tide was never worse applied. The 
whole series of his life will shew, that he deserved 
much more that of Epimaaes (mad or furious) which 
some people gave him. * 

Some circumstances related of him prove how 
justly the epithet vile is bestowed upon him in Scrip¬ 
ture. He used frequently to go out of his palace, 
accompanied only by two or three domestics, and 
ramble up and down the streets of Antioch. He 
would spend his time in talking with goldsmiths and 
engravers in their shops, and in disputing with 
them on die most minute particulars relating to the 
arts they professed, and wfimh he ridiculously hoaxed 
he understood as well 4 atoey. He would very often 
itoop so low as to converse with the dregs of the pb- 
patece, and hux iodiscriajjnateiy with town in the 
pi mm where they were assembled. On these occa- 
tkms be would sit and drink with foreigners of toe 

* Ath'en.l. r. p. 105. 
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meanest condition in life. Whenever he heard of 
any party of pleasure between young people, he used 
to go (without saying a word to any person) and join 
in all their wanton fooleries; would carouse and sing 
with them, without observing the least moderation 
or decorum. He sometimes would take it into his 
head to divest himself of his royal habit, and put on a 
Roman robe; and in that garb would go from street 
to street, as he bad seen the candidates at Rome do 
at an election for magistrates. He asked the citizens 
to favour him with their votes, by giving his hand to 
one, by embracing another, and sometimes would 
canvass for the office of sedile, and at dtber times for 
that of tribune. After having got himself elected, he 
would call for the Curule chair,* and, seating himself 
in it, would judge the petty suits relating to contracts 
of buying or selling, and pronounce sentence with as 
much seriousness and gravity as if he decided affairs 
of the utmost importance. We are likewise told 
that be was very much given to drinking; that he 
squandered away a great part of his revenues in ex¬ 
cess and debauch; and that, when intoxicated with 
liquor, he w ould frequently scour up and down the 
city, throwing Away handfuls of money among the 
populace, and crying, Catch as catch cap. At other 
times, he would leave his palace (dressed in a Roman 
robe, with a crown of roses on his head), and wajk 
without attendants about the street; on*which occa¬ 
sions, if any persop offere/f to fallow .him, be used jto 
ppit |im wjpi stoqes, always carrying a great quantity 
UPder ^s Fpbe, for that purpose. Be offen used to 
go and bathe ip the public J5#s .with $e 

M cbmtn^fed stufe 

; hi»a. Aftpr^t 

hpaihpfo fiddled 1 # grep* uwy $ber parp- 

fevers judgnappt, whether 
Mwbus $$ pm jmer?t jhe t$e 4 'mmv, r ather 
th^n that of illustrious. 

* Thiswf$jn fyfity. chair, which w^sajlqwqd ioRome tq none 
but the chief magistr^s. 
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A.M. 'Scarce was Antiochus well seated on the throne, 
36: '°- when Jason, brother of Onias the Jewish high-priest, 
174 taring formed a design to supplant his brother, of¬ 
fered that prince, secretly, three hundred and sixty 
talents (about ninety thousand pounds sterling), be¬ 
sides eighty more (about twelve thousand pounds) 
for another article, upon condition that he should 
appoint him high-priest. He succeeded in his nego¬ 
tiation; and accordingly Onias, who was universally 
revered for his strict piety and justice, was deposed, 
and Jason established in his room. The latter sub¬ 
verted entirely the religion of his ancestors, and 
brought infinite calamities upon the Jewish nation, 
as appears from the Second Book of the Maccabees, 
and Josephus. 

A. M. m In Egypt, from the death of Ptolemy Epiphanes, 
3831 - Cleopatra his widow, sister of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
n j ' 73 ' L ' had assumed the regency, and the guardianship of 
her young son; and had acquitted herself with the 
greatest care and prudence. But she dying that year, 
the regency fell to Lenseus, a nobleman of great 
distinction m that country; and Eulreus the eunuch 
was appointed to superintend the king's education. 
These were no sooner in their employments, than 
they sent a deputation to demand Ccele- syria and 
Palestine of Antiochus Epiphanes; a demand that 
very soon lifter occasioned a war between the two 
crowm Cleopatra, who was mother of one of these 
kings and sister to the other, had prevented them as 
long as she lived from coming to a ruptare. But the 
new regents did not shew so much regard for Antio- 
chus, nor scruple to demand of him what they believed 
their sovereign’s right. * It is Certain that the Egyp¬ 
tian monarch* had always possessed die sovereignty 
Of these provinces from the time of the first Ptolemy, 
till Antiochus the Great wrested them from Ptolemy 
Epiphanes, and left them to Seleucus his son, with 

2 Mtaccab. c. iv. m Hieron. in Du. 

Folyb. in Legat, c. lxxii.—Ixxxii. 
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no other right than that of Conquest. They had de¬ 
scended from the latter to his brother Antiochus. 

The Egyptians, to enforce their pretensions, de- 
.clared, that in Jibe last division of the empire be¬ 
tween the four successors of Alexander, who re¬ 
mained masters of every thing after the battle of 
Ipsus, these provinces bad been assigned to Ptolemy 
Soter: that himself' and his successors to the crown 
°f Egypt, had enjoyed them from that time till the 
battle of Paneas, the gaining of which had enabled 
Antiochus the Great to dispossess Egypt of those 
provinces: that this prince had stipulated, when he 
gave his daughter to the king of Egypt,* to restore to 
him at the same time those provinces as her dowry; 
and that this was the principal article of the marriage 
contract. ° 

Antiochus denied both these facts; and pretended 
that, on the contrary, in the general division which 
had been made of Alexanders empire, all Syria 
(including Coele-syria and Palestine) had been as¬ 
signed to Seleucus Nicator; and that consequently 
they belonged to the prince in possession of the king¬ 
dom of Syria. With regard to the marriage contract, 
by virtue of which the Egyptians demanded back 
those provinces, he asserted that it was an absolute 
chimasra. In fine, after having given their reasons 
on both sides without coming to any conclusion, they 
found it necessary to decide their pretensions by force 
of arnw. , $ 

° Ptolemy Philometor, having entered his fifteenth 
year, was declared of age. Great preparations were 
n«de in Alexandria for..the solemnity of his corona¬ 
tion, accordingjto’ the Egyptian custom. Antiochus 
, one of the chief noblemen of his 
couft,,. with; the character of ambassador, to be pre- 
sept on that .opcasion, and to congratulate the young 
in hjs. name. This, in outward appearance, was 
to (do honourtohi*nephew; but the real motive was, 

1 Macrab.iT. 21, 22. 
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to discover, if possible, 5 ie designs of that court with 
respect to the provinces of Cosle-syria and Palestine, 
as well as what measures were taking with regard to 
them. The instant he heard, on the return of Apol¬ 
lonius, that all things were preparing for war, he 
went by sea to Joppa, visited the frontiers of the 
country, and put it into a condition of defending it¬ 
self against all the attacks of the Egyptians. 

In his progress, he passed through Jerusalem. 
Jason and the whole city received him there with 
the greatest pomp and magnificence. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the honours paid him in Jerusalem, he afterwartfe 
brought great calamities on that city and the whole 
Jewish nation. From Jerusalem he went to Phoe¬ 
nicia ; and after having settled all things in every 
place through which he passed, he returned to An¬ 
tioch. 

* The same Apollonius who has been just mention¬ 
ed, had been sent by Antiochus to Rome, at the head 
of an embassy. He made excuses to the senate for 
his master’s having sent the tribute later than was 
stipulated by the treaty. Besides the sum due, he 
made a present to the people of several golden vases. 
He demanded, in that prince’s name 0 , that the alliance 
and friendship which had been granted his father 
should be. renewed with him ;, and desired that the 
Romans would give him Such orders as suited a king, 
who valued himself on being their affectionate end 
faithful ally. He added, that his. sovereign could 
never forget the great favours he had reeeired^rom 
the senate; frotnailjhe youthsof Rome; arid from 
persons of all ranks and conditions during Hisribode 
in that city, where he find been treated not merely as 
a hostage, hut as a moijjafch. The senate made an 
obligihganswer to these severalpartSedlat*. sinid i «s- 
tnissed Apollonius withthehigbest marks df tftrtitic- 
tibn, and laden with presents. It was wt® ‘known, 
frcta* the Roman ambassadors whri had beendoRyria, 

Liv. bTriH.it, o. 
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that be was very much esteemed by the king, and had 
the highest regard fcfr the Homans. 

’Jason, the year following, sent his brother Mene- -A. M. 
laus to Antioch, to pay the tribute to the king, and to A ^ t 33 |' c 
negociate some affairs of importance. ' But that per- 
fidious wretch, in the audience to which he was ad¬ 
mitted, instead of confining himself to his commission, 
supplanted his brother, and obtained his office by 
offering three hundred talents more than he did. 

This new choice gave rise to tumults, disorders, mur¬ 
ders, and sacrilegious acts: but the death of Onias, 
who was universally beloved and revpred, crowned 
the whole. Antiochus, hard-hearted as he was, how¬ 
ever, lamented his death, and brought the murderer 
to condign punishment. I make only a transient 
mention of these facts, and omit the principal circum¬ 
stances of them, because they belong properly to the 
history of the Jews, which does not enter into my 
plan, and of which I relate only such particulars at 
large as are too important to be entirely omitted, Or 
which cannot be abridged in such a manner as to pre¬ 
serve their beauty. 

r Antiochus, who from -the return of Apollonius a.M. 
from the Egyptian court had been preparing for the 3833. 
war with which he saw himself threatened by Ptole- Ant J.C. 
my, on account of Ccele-syria and Palestine, finding 
himself in a condition to begin it, resplved not to 
wait for it in his own dominions, but to carry his 
arms into the enemy’s country. He imagined that, 
as Ptolemy was but’sixteen, and was governed 
entirely by weak ministers, be should be able to 
bang him to what terms hp pleased. He was* per¬ 
suaded that the Romans,' under whose protection 
the Egyptians had put themselves,, had so much 
uppo their hands, that it would be impossible for 
them to give the latter the least succour; and that 

* 2 Maccab. iv. 23, &c. . . 

1 Liv. I. xlii. n. 9. Polyb. in Legal, c. lxxi. Ixxu. JmUil 
1. xxxir. c. 2. Diod. Legal, xviii. Hieron, in Daniel. 
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the war they were carrying on against Perseus, 
king of Macedon, would not illow them leisure 
for it. In a word, be thought the present junc¬ 
ture very favourable for him to decide his dif-.' 
ference with the Egyptians oh account of those 
provinces. 

In the mean time, to observe measures with the 
Homans, he sent ambassadors to the senate to repre¬ 
sent the right he had tp the provinces of Coele-syria 
and Palestine, of which he was actually possessed, 
and the necessity he was under of engaging in a war 
in order.to support that right: immediately after 
which he put himself at the head of his army, and 
marched towards the frontiers of Egypt. Ptole¬ 
my’s army came up with hiS near mount Casius 
and Pelusium; and a battle was fought, in which 
Antbchus was victorious. He made so good an use 
of his success, that he put the frontier in a condition 
to serve as a barrier, and to check the utmost efforts 
the Egyptians might make to recover those pro¬ 
vinces. This was his first expedition into Egypt: 
after which, without engaging in any other enter- 
prjse that year, he returned to Tyre, .and placed his 
army in w inter-quarters in the neighbourhood of that 
city. 

A. M. ‘ During his stay there, three persons, deputed 
A»t 3 / c fr° m sanhedrim of Jerusalem, came to complain 
"70’ ’ofMenelaus, whom they proved in his presence to 
be guilty of impiety and sacrilege. The king was 
going to condemn him ; but at the request of Pto¬ 
lemy Macron, one of his ministers in the interest 
of Menelaos, lie cleared, him, and put to death the 
three deputies, as false witnesses : an action, says 
author of the Maccabees, so very unjust, '“that 
*rto8(bre the Scy&ians, they would have been judged 
“ innocent.” The Tyrians, touched with compassion 
at their unhappy fete, gave them honourable inter¬ 
ment 

2 Maccab.-iv. 41—50. 2 Maccab. iv. 47, 



Alexander’s successors. 1,03 

’’This Ptolemy Macron, having formerly been go¬ 
vernor of the island of Cyprus, under king Ptolemy 
Pbilometor, had kept in his own, hands, during the 
minority of that monarch, all the revenues of that 
country; and could never be prevailed on to deliver 
them up to the ministers, though they made the 
warmest remonstrances upon that head; hut had 
constantly refused to pay any attention to them, in 
consequence of the well-founded suspicions he enter¬ 
tained of their fidelity. • At the coronation of the 
king, he brought the whole treasure to Alexandria, 
and deposited it in the exchequer. A rare instance 
of a noble disregard of wealth, in a man who had the 
public finances at bis disposal! So considerable a 
sum, and coming at a time when the government was 
in extreme want of money, had done him great ho¬ 
nour, and gained him prodigious influence at court. 

But afterwards, exasperated at some ill treatment he 
met with from the ministers, or at his not having been 
rewarded as he wished for so important a service, he 
rebelled against Ptolemy, entered into Antiochus’s 
service, and delivered up the island of Cyprus to him. 

That king received him with infinite satisfaction, took 
him into the number of his confidants, made him go¬ 
vernor of Coele-syria and Palestine, and sent to Cy¬ 
prus, in his room, Crates, who had commanded in 
the castle at Jerusalem Under Sostratus. Frequent 
mention is made of this Ptolemy Macrdh in the Books 
of the Maccabees. 

*Antiochus spent, the whole winter in making fresh 
preparations for a second expedition into Egypt; 
and, the instant the season would permit it, invaded 
that country both by sea* and land. Ptolemy had 
raised a very considerable army, but it was unable to 
make head aggainst Antiochus; for that monarch gained 
a second battle on the frontiers, took the city of Pe- 

- Polyb. id Excerpt. Vale*, p. 128. 2 Maccab. x. 13; viii. 8; 
iv. 20: and 1 Maccab* iii. 38. , 

*2 Maccab. y. I. 1 Maccab. i. 17—20.. Hieron. in Dan, Died, 
in Excerpt. Vale*, p.311. 
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lusiurn, and marched into die very heart of Egypt. 
In this last defeat of the Egyptian^, it was in his pbwer 
not to have suffered a single toad to escape; but, the 
more completely to rain his nephew, instead of mak¬ 
ing use of the advantage he had gained, he himself 
rode Op and down on all sides, and obliged his soldiers 
to discontinue the slaughter. This clemency gained 
him the hearts of the Egyptians; and when he ad¬ 
vanced into the country, all the - inhabitants came in 
crowds to pay their submission to him; so that he 
soon took Memphis arid all the rest of Egypt, except 
Alexandria, Which alone held out against him. 

Phildmetor was either taken, or else surrendered 
himself to Antiochus, who set him at full liberty. 
After this they had but one table; lived, seemingly, 
in great friendshipand, for some time, Antiochus 
affected to be extremely careful of the interests of 
the young king his nephbw, and to regulate his af¬ 
fairs as his guardian. But When he had once pos¬ 
sessed himself of the country, under that pretext he 
seized Whatever he thought fit, plundered all places, 
and enriched hirhself, as well as his soldiers, with the 
spbils of the Egyptians. 

’''PhilorfieiOr made a miserable figure all this time. 
In ihd field, he bad always kept as far as possible 
from danger, and had noj eveh shewn himself to 
those Who fought for him. And after the battle, in 
how Abject a manlier did he submit himself tb Ata- 
tiochus, by whom he suffered himself to be dispos¬ 
sessed bf sO fine a kingdom, without making any 
effort to preserve it!• This, however, WAS nbt sd 
touch Owing to want of courage ahd natural capd- 
Oity, (for hfe afterwards gave proofs- Of bdtB,) ds the 
effects -Of his Soft and effeminate education uHtfor 
EiiheuS ids gbyeftibr. That euhdch, who also was 
ftls dHme minister, had tided bis utmost ehdedvourk 
to plunge film iu ludury and effeminacy, in order to 
make him incapable of public business^ and to make 
himself as necessary Whbn the yourig print* edfeto of 

7 Justin. 1 . xxxiv. c.2. Diod. in Excerpt Vale*, p. 316. 
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age as be had been faring his minority; and thereby 
retain ail power in His own hands. 

* Whilst Antiochus was in Egypt, a false report of 
his death spread throughout Palestine. Jason thought 
this a proper opportunity to recover the employ¬ 
ment he had lost in that country. Accordingly, he 
marched with a few more than a thousand men to 
Jerusalem; and there, by the assistance of his parti- 
zans in the city, made himself master of it; drove 
out Menelaus, who withdrew to the citadel, exer¬ 
cised every species of cruelty upon his fellow-citi¬ 
zens, and put to death, without mercy, all those who 
fell into his hands, and whom he considered as his 
enemies. 

When advice of this tv as brought Antiochus in 
Egypt, he concluded that the Jews had made a gene¬ 
ral insurrection, and therefore set forward imme¬ 
diately to quell.it* The circumstance which chiefly 
exasperated him was, his being informed that the in-> 
habitants of Jerusalem had made great rejoicings, 
When a false report had prevailed of his death. He 
therefhre besieged the city; took it by storm; and, 
during the three days that it Was abandoned to the 
fury of the soldiers, he caused fourscore thousand 
men to be inhumanly butchered. Forty thousand 
were also taken prisoners* and the like number sold 
to the neighbouring nations. 

But not yet satisfied, this impious wretch entered 
forcibly ifltO the temple, as far as the sSnctuttry and 
the mOst sacred places; Overi polluting, by Ills pre* 
seace> the holy of holies, whither the traitor Merie- 
laus led him. After this, adding sacrilege to profa¬ 
nation, he carried away the altar bf ineense t the ta¬ 
ble for the show-bread, the candlestick with seven 
branches belonging to the sanctuary (all these were 
of gold); with several other vases, utensils, and gifts 
of kings, also of gold, lie plundered the city, and 
returned to Antioch laden with the spoils of Judea 

* 1 Maccab. i. 20— 29. 2 Maccab. v. 5—21. Joseph. Aotiq. 
1. xii. c, 7. Diod. 1. xxxiv. Ectog. l. Hieron. in Dan. 
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and Egypt, which, together, amounted to immense 
sums. To complete the calamityof the Jews, Antio- 
chus, at his setting out, appointed, as governor over 
Judea, a Phrygian, Philip by name, a man of great 
cruelty. He nominated Andronicus, a man of the 
lifae barbarous disposition, governor of Samaria: and 
bestowecl on Menelaus, the most w icked of the three, 
the title of high-priest, investing him with the autho¬ 
rity annexed to the office. 

* Such was the beginning of the calamities which 
had been foretold at Jerusalem by strange pbaeno- 
. mena in the skies, that had appeared there, some time 
before, during forty days successively. These were 
men, some on horseback and others on foot, armed 
with shields, lances, and swords, who, forming con¬ 
siderable bodies, fcombated in the air, like two hostile 
armies. 

A. M. b The Alexandrians, seeing Philometor in the hands 
3835. 0 f Antiochus, whom he suffered to govern his king- 
^ 69 ' C d° m at discretion, considered him as lost to them, 
and therefore seated his younger brother upon the 
throne, which they first declared void. c On this 
occasion he had the name of Ptolemy Euergetes II. 
given him, which was soon changed to that of Ca- 
cergetes; the former signifying beneficent, and the 
latter, evil-doer. He afterwards was nicknamed 
f Pkyscon, of tun-bellied, “because his gluttony had 
made him remarkably corpulent, d Most bistorians 
mention him under the latter epithet. Cineas and 
Cvmanus were appointed his chief ministers, and 
were ordered to use their utmost endeavours to re- 


2 Maccsb. v. 2—4. 

Porphyr. in Grtec. Euseb. Scalig. 

Athen. 1. ir. p. 1S4. ' d Polyb. in Leg. c.Ixxxi. 

We are told in the Maccabees, Book 11. ch. i. v. 14, that he 
’ dimed ‘’off from the temple alone, eighteen hundred talents, 
which are equivalent to about two hundred and seventy thousand 
pounds .sterling. 

t timm, vmtricom, ohms; from <pvnr lt crassum intestinum, 
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store, if possibly the affairs of the kingdom, no# 
so dilapidated, to*their former flourishing condi¬ 
tion. 

Antiochus, who had advice of what was transact¬ 
ing, took occasion thereupon to return a third time 
into Egypt, under the specious pretence of restoring 
the dethroned monarch; but, in reality, to make 
himself absolute master of the kingdom. He defeat¬ 
ed the Alexandrians in a sea-fight near Pelusiui% 
marched his forces into Egypt, and advanced directly 
towards Alexandria, in order to besiege it. The 
young king consulted his two ministers, who advised 
him to summon a grand council, composed of all the 
principal officers of the army, and to deliberate with 
them on the measures proper to be taken in the 
present exigency. After many debates, they came 
at last to this resolution : jthat, as their affairs were 
reduced to so low an ebb, it would be absolutely 
necessary for them to endeavour a reconciliation with 
Antiochus; and that the ambassadors of the several 
states of Greece, who were in Alexandria at that 
time, should be desired to employ their mediation; 
to which they readily consented. 

They went by water up the river to Antiochus, 
with the overtures of peace, accompanied by tw^c^ 
Ptolemy’s ambassadors, jvho bad the same insuuc- 
tions. He gave them a very gracioue reception in 
his cttmp, regaled them that day in a very magnifi¬ 
cent manner, and appointed the next day for them to 
make their proposals. The Aefasaans spoke first, and 
afterwards the rest in their turds. Ail were unani¬ 
mous in their accusation of Euteeus; ascribing the 
calamities of the war to his maladministration, and 
to the minority of Ptolemy Philometor. At the same 
time, they apologized in a wry artful manner for the 
new king, and employed all the powers of their rhe¬ 
toric to move Antiocbus in his favour, in order to.in¬ 
duce him to treat with him f laying great stress on 
their affinity. 

Antiochus, in the answer be gave, agreed entirely 


KJ7 
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with them, as to the caulse and prigm of the war; 
took occasion from thence to expatiate on the right 
he had to Coele-syria and Palestine; alleged the rea- 
soaswe have related above ; and produced some do¬ 
cuments, which were judged so strong, that all the 
members of this congress were convinced of the jus¬ 
tice of his claim to those provinces. As to the con¬ 
ditions of the peace, be postponed them till another 
opportunity; giving them reason to hope that he 
would cause a solemn treaty to be drawn up, as soon 
as two absent persons, whom he named, should be 
with him; declaring, at the same time, that he would 
not take a single step without them. 

After this answer he decamped, came to Nsucra- 
tis, marched from thence to Alexandria, and began 
to besiege it, * In this extremity, Ptolemy Euergetes 
and Cleopatra bis sister, who were in the city, sent 
ambassadors to Rome, representing the deplorable 
condition to which they were reduced, and imploring 
the aid of the .Romans. The ambassadors appeared, 
in the audience to which they were admitted by the 
senate, with all the marks of sorrow used at that time 
in the greatest a fictions, and made, a speech still 
more affecting. They observed, that the authority of 
the Romans was so much revered by all nations and 
hihgs; and that Antioch us, particularly, bad received 
sd many obligations from them, that, if they would 
> declare by their ambassador*, dpt the, senate 
did not approVetff his making war; against kings in 
aukm» with Rome,,they did hot doubtbut Antiochus 
would immediately draw effhis troops front Alexan¬ 
dria, and return to.&yiiia.«, Thatabouldtbeseoate re- 
atfgtdrfdtant, tbe&iwteetioa, Ptolemy and 

bdjimimdiatefy redwcedto Ay and thatdt 

would, jfbfinct a dafottoiMv on tbe„Romans f: to. have 
neglected -to aid the king and queen, at a time when 
their affairs were so desperate. 

fei». 1. xfe. a. lfi 
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The senate, moved with their' remonstrances, and 
persnaded that it wpuid not be for theinterest of the 
Romans to suffer Antiochus to attain to such a height 
of power, and that be would be too formidable should 
he unite the crown of Egypt to that of Syria, resolved 
to send an embassy to Egypt, to put an end to the 
war. C. Popilius Lenas, C. Decimus, and G. Hosti- 
lius, were appointed for this important negociation. 
Their instructions were, that they should first wait 
upon Antiochus, and afterwards on Ptolemy; should 
order them, in the name of the senate, to suspend 
all hostilities, and put an end to the war; and that 
should either of the parties refuse compliaiice, the 
Romans would no longer consider them as their 
friend and ally. As the danger was imminent, three 
days after the resolution had been taken in the senate, 
they set out from Rome with the Egyptian am¬ 
bassadors. 

f A little before their departure, some ambassadors 
from Rhodes arrived in Egypt, who came expressly 
to terminate, if possible, the disputes between the 
two crowns. They landed at Alexandria, and went 
from thence to A^tiochus’s camp. They did all that 
lay in their power to induce him to come to an ac¬ 
commodation w ith the king of Egypt; strongly insist¬ 
ing on the friendship with which both crowns had so 
long honoured them; and how nearly it Concerned 
them to employ their good offices, in’order to 'settle 
a lasting peace between them. As they expatiated 
considerably on these <xw*MBen*plaee topics, Anti- 
4db0e interrupted them, und< declared in few words, 
thift they had no occasion to teek*4<mg Jiaratigueson 
this subject; tfratihe erewn >b«9ouged to the* elder 
ci the two 1 brothers, wife whom he bad conceded a 
peaceandooBtracted & strict friendship; \ that, if he 
wore reealledsod replaced vpbn thetotoae, the war 
wotddbe'ttwfeduitoaoe^ 
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1 Theseindeedwerehiswords, but his intentions were 
very different; bis view being opjy to perplex affairs, 
for the attainment of bis town ends. The resistance he 
met with from Alexandria, the siege of which he 
plainly saw he should be forced to raise, obliged him 
to change his plan, and conclude, that it would hence¬ 
forward be his interest to keep up an enmity and oc¬ 
casion a war between the two brothers, which might 
weaken them to such a degree, that it should be in 
his power to overpower bpth whenever he pleased. 
In this view be raised the siege, marched towards 
Memphis; and gave Philometor, in outward appear¬ 
ance, possession of the whole kingdom, Pelusium 
excepted, which he kept as a key for entering Egypt 
when he pleased, and the instant matters should be 
ripe for his purpose. After having made these dis¬ 
positions, be returned to Antioch. 

Philometor began at last to wake from the lethargy 
into which his indolent effeminacy had plunged him, 
and to be sensible of all the calamities these revolu¬ 
tions had brought upon him. He had even natural 
penetration enough to see through Antioehus’s de¬ 
sign ; and that king’s keeping possession of Pelu- 
skim opened his eyes. He saw plainly, that he kept 
thia key of Egypt with no other view than to re-enter 
it, when his brother and himself should be reduced so 
low, by the war which they carried on against each 
other, as to be unable to make the least resistance; 
and that then, both would fall victims to his ambition. 
The instant, therefore, that Antiochus marcbed away, 
be sent to inform ftis brother that he was willing to 
come to an accommodation, which was accordingly 
effected, by the-mediation ofdeopatratheir sister, 
on condition that the, two brothers should reign 
jointly, Pbtionlefor returned to Alexandria, and 
Egypt was restored to its former tranquillity, to the 
great joy of the inhabitants, particularly those of Alex¬ 
andria, wbo had suffered exceedingly during the war. 

* Lit, l xlv. B. u. 
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Had Antiochus. spoken from his heart, when he 
declared that the »sole design of bis coining into 
Egypt was to restore Philometor to his throne, he 
would have been pleased to hear that the two bro¬ 
thers were reconciled. But he was far from enter¬ 
taining such thoughts; and I before observed, that 
he concealed beneath those specious professions, an 
intention to crush the two brothers, after they should 
have weakened each other by a war. 

h The brothers, convinced that Antiochus would 
again invade them with great vigour, sent ambassa¬ 
dors into Greece, to desire some auxiliary forces from 
the Achseans. The assembly was held in Corinth. 

The two kings requested only a thousand foot under, 
the command of Lycortas, and two hundred horse, 
under Polybius. They had also given orders for 
raising a thifcsand mercenary troops. Callicrates, 
who presided in the assembly, opposed the request 
made by the ambassadors, under the pretence that it 
would not be for the interest of the Achaean con¬ 
federates to concern themselves in any manher with 
foreign affairs; but that they ought to preserve their 
soldiers, to be in a condition to aid the Romans, 
who, it was believed, would soon come to a battle 
with Perseus. Lycortas and Pplybius then speaking, 
observed, among other things, that Polybius having 
been the year before wish Marcius, who comtaanded 
the Roman army in Macedonia, tor offer him the 
aid which the Achaean league had decreed to send 
him'; the consul, when he thanked him, said, that as 
he bad got footing in Macedonia, he should not want 
the aid of the allies; and therefore that the Achasans 
could not have that pretext for abandoning the kings 
of Egypt. Besides that, as the league was able 
without the least inconvenience to levy thirty or 
forty thousand men, so small a number as was de¬ 
sired by the Egyptian princes would not lessen their 
strength. That the, Achaean confederates ought to 

Polyb. Ltgait, Ixxxix.—;xci. 
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embrace the opportunity they now had of aiding the 
two kings; that it would he the, highest ingratitude 
in thereto forget the favours they had received 
from the Egyptians; and that their refusal on this 
occasion would he a violation of the treaties and 
oaths on which the alliance was founded. As the 
majority were for granting the aid, Callicrates dis¬ 
missed the ambassadors, upon pretence that it was 
contrary to the laws, to debate on an affair of that 
nature m such an assembly, 

Another therefore was held, some time after, in 
$icyoe ; and as the members were upon the point of 
tailing the same'resolution, Callicrates read a forged 
letter from Q. Marcias, by which the Acbasans were 
exhorted to employ, their mediation for terminating 
the war between the two Ptolemies and Antiochus; 
and in consequence caused a decree, tq^ass, whereby 
the Achman confederates agreed fo send only an em¬ 
bassy to those princes. 

A.M. 1 The instant that Antiochus heard of the recon- 
AntJ 6 c C ^' Q0 of the,two bribers, be resolved to employ 
168 his whole force against them. Accordingly he sent 
bis fleet edrly into Cyprus, to preserve the possession 
of that island: at the same time he marked at the 
bead of a very powerful land army, with the design 
to,conquer Egypt openly, and not pretend, as be had 
before done, to fight tfaeccause of ope of bis ne¬ 
phews, Upon his arrival at Rhinncorura, he found 
ambaasadors from Philometpr, whp told §im> That 
their sovereign was very sensible that he .owed .bps 
restoration to Antiochus ; that be conjured him not 
to destroy frbs <mn week by eppplpyiiig sfofpe #pd 
•rraat b^.00Abe contrary, to ec qm& Mw fm- 
>*ftbly wathbis pretensions. Atofocbps, tbrqwipg off 

sttpmsioes M which j^ bad tijTtbea h^en.ao p#gp. 

tottmiriy lavish, but Matod bifos# at mm «§n 

eottmy to both. He tph) the atobatoffoora,.thit,he 
Liv. 1 . <dv. a. 1 J— 1 - 3 , P-ciyb.Legat. xcii. 
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insisted upon having the island of Cyprus, with the 
city of Pelusium, apd all the land along the arm of 
the Nile on which it was situated, resigned to him 
forever; assuring them, that he was determined to 
conclude a peace upon no other conditions. He also 
fixed a day for a final answer to his demand. 

The time being elapsed, and the satisfaction he 
claimed not being made* he began hostilities; pene¬ 
trated as far as Memphis, subjecting the whole coun¬ 
try through which he passed; and there received the 
submission of almost all the rest of the kingdom. 
He afterwards marched towards Alexandria, with 
design to besiege that city, the possession of which 
would have made him absolute master of all Egypt. 
He would certainly have succeeded in his enter¬ 
prise, had he not been checked in his career by the 
Roman embassy, which broke all the measures he 
had been so long taking in order to possess himself 
ofEgypt. 

We before observed, that the ambassadors who 
were nominated to go to Egypt, had left Rome with 
the utmost diligence. They landed at Alexandria, 
just at the time Antiochus was marching to besiege 
it. The ambassadors came up with himat*Eleu- 
sine, which was not a mile from Alexandria. The 
king seeing Popilius, with whom he had been inti¬ 
mately acquainted at Rome when he was a hostage 
in that city, opened his arms to embrace him as-his 
old friend. • The Roman,- who did not consider him¬ 
self on that occasion as a private man, but a servant 
of the public, desired to know, before he answered 
his compliment, whether he spoke to a friend pr an 
enemy of Rome. He their gave him the decree of 
the senate, bid him read it over, and return him an 
immediate answer. , Antiochus, after perusing it, 
said; he would examine the contents of it with his 
friends, and give his answer in a short time. Popi- 

Turmsbus: and H. Valeria*,think that we should read, in 
Livy, Ekusinem instead of Lcurinm. 

VOL. VII. 
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lias, enraged it the king fra' talking of delays, drew, 
with’ tbe wand he had in his hand, a circle round 
Antioch us, and then raising his voice; “ Answer," 
says he, “the senate, before you stir out of that 
v 1 circle.’* The king, quite confounded at so haughty 
an order, after a moment’s reflection) replied, that he 
would aet according to die desire of the senate. 
Popilius then received his civilities; and behaved 
afterwards in all respects as an old friend. *How 
important was the effect pf this bluet loftiness of 
sentiment and expression! The Roman with a few 
words strikes terror into the king of Syria, and saves 
the king of Egypt. 

The circumstance which made the one so bold, 
and the other so submissive, was the news that 
arrived just before of foe great victory gained by the 
Remans over Perseus king of Macedonia. Prom 
that instant, everything gave way before them; and 
the Roman name grew formidable to ail princes and 
nations. 

Antiochus having left Egypt at the time stipulated^ 
Popilius returned with bis colleagues to Alexandria, 
where he brought to a conclusion tbe treaty of union 
between tbe two brothers, which bad hitherto been 
but slightly sketched out. He then crossed into 
Cyprus; seat borne Antiochu&’s fleet, which bed 
gained a victory over that of foe Egyptians; re¬ 
stored foe whole island to the kings of Egypt, who 
had a just claim to it; and returned to Rome, hi 
Order to acquaint foe senate with foe success of ban 
embassy. 

Ambassadors from Antiochos, the two Ptolemies 
and Cleopatra their sister, arrived there ajmeet at, foe 
same time. Tim former said, “ Thai foe peace 
which foe senate had been pleased to grant their 
sovereign, appeased to him more glorious than the 

Stub* efficax est mum umumtque abtdm grmUai! Sedan- 
MMmto tij/ria regwm terruit, Mgfpti *e*& Vas. Mo. 1. ri. 
ft 4. 
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“ most splendid conquests; and that he had obeyed 
the commands *f the Roman ambassadors, as 
“ strictly as if they had been sent from the gods.” 
How groveling, and at the same time, how impious 
was sH this! They afterwards congratulated the 
Romans on the victory they had gained over Perseus. 
The rest of the ambassadors declared, in thelike ex¬ 
travagant strain, “ That the two Ptolemies and 
* Cleopatra thought themselves bound in as great 

- obligations to the senate and people of Rome, as 
u to their parents, and even to the gods; having been 
“ delivered, by the protection which Rome had 
<f granted,them, from a very grievous*siege: and re¬ 
-established on the throne of their ancestors, of 

- which they had been almost entirely dispossessed.” 
The senate answered; “ That Antiochus acted wisely 
“ in paying obedience to the ambassadors; and that 
“ the people and senate of Rome were pleased with 

- him for it,” Methmks this is carrying the spirit 
of haughtiness as high as possible. With regard to 
Ptolemy and Cleopatra, it was answered; “ That 
“ the senate were very much pleased with the op par* 
“ tunity of doing them some service; and that they 
“ would endeavour to make them sensible; that they 

- ought to look upon the friendship and protection 
“ of the Romans as the most solid support of their 
-kingdom,” The prsetofwa* then ordered to make 
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A. M. 
3836. 
Ant. J. G 
168. 


Sect. III. Antiochus, enraged at what had hap¬ 
pened to him. in Egypt, wreaks his vengeance on 
the Jezvs. He endeavours to abolish the worship 
of the true God in Jerusalem. He exercises the 
most horrid cruelties in that city. The generous 
resistance made by Mattathias, who, in his ex¬ 
piring moments, exhorts his sons to jight in de¬ 
fence of the law of God. Judas Maccabeus 
gains several victories over the generals and armies 
of Antiochus. That prince, who had marched into 
, Persia, in order to (/mass treasures there, attempts 
to plunder a rich temple in Elymais, but is shame¬ 
fully repulsed. Hearing that his armies had been 
, defeated in Judea, he sets out on a sudden to extir¬ 
pate all the Jezvs. In his march, he is struck by 
the hand of Heaven, and dies in the greatest tor¬ 
ments, after having reigned eleven years. 


k Antiochus, at his return from Egypt, exasperated 
to see forcibly tom from him by the Romans, a 
crown which he looked upon already as his own, 
made the Jews, though they had not offended him 
in any manner ; feel the whole weight of his wrath. 
In his march through Palestine, he detached twenty- 
two thousand men, the command of whom he gave 
to Apollonius, with orders to destroy the city of 
Jerusalem. 

Apollonius arrived there just two years after this 
city had been taken by Antiochus. At his first 
coming, he did not behave in any manner as if he 
had received such crqel orders, and waited till the 
first sabbath day before he executed them. But 
then, seeing all the people assembled peaceably in 
the synagogues, and engaged in paying their religious 

* l Maccab. i. 30— to. and 2 Maccab. v. 24—27. Joseph. 
Antiq. I. xii. c. 7. 
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worship to the Creator ; he put in execution the 
barbarous commission he had received, and setting 
all his troops upon them, commanded them to cut to 
pieces ail the men, and to seize all the vypmen and 
children, in order that they might be exposed to 
sale. These commands were obeyed with the utrhost 
cruelty and rigour. Not a single man was spared; 
all they could find being cruelly butchered, insomuch 
that the streets streamed with blood. The city was 
afterwards plundered; end fire set to several parts of 
it, after all the. riches that could be found had been 
carried off. They demolished such parts of the 
houses as were still standing; and * with the ruins, 
built a strong fort on the top of one of the hills of the 
city of David, opposite to the temple, which it com¬ 
manded. They threw a strong garrison into it, to 
awe the whole Jewish nation; they made it a«place 
for arms, furnished with good magazines, .where 
they deposited all the spoils taken in the plunder of 
the city. 

From hence the garrison fell on all who came to 
worship the true God in the temple: and shed .then- 
blood on every part of the sanctuary, which they 
polluted by all possible methods.. A stop was put 
to the morning and evening sacrifices; not one of 
the servants of the true God daring to come and 
adore him there. 

1 As soon as Antiochus was returned to Anjioch, 
he published a decree, by which the several nations 
in his dominions were commanded to lay aside their- 
ancient religious ceremonies and their particular 
usages; and to conform to the religion of the king, 
and to worship the same’gods, and after the same 
manner as he did. This decree, though expressed in 
general terms, was nevertheless aimed chiefly at the 
Jews, whose religion, as well as their nation, he was 
absolutely determined to extirpate. 

1 1 Maccab. i. 41 — 64 . and 2 Maccab. vi. 1—7. Joseph. An- 
tiq. 1. xii. c, 7. 
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la order that this edict might be punctually 
executed, he sent commissioners wto all the pro¬ 
vinces of bis empire, who were commanded to see it 
put in execution, and to instruct the people in all 
the ceremonies and customs to which they were to 
conform. 

The Gentiles obeyed with no great reluctance. 
However little affected we might suppose diem to be 
with the change of their worship or gods, they how¬ 
ever were not very well pleased with this innovation 
in religious matters. No people seemed more eager 
to comply with the orders of the court than the Sa¬ 
maritans. They presented a petition to the king, 
in which they declared themselves not to be Jews; 
and desired that their temple, built on mount 
Gerizim, which, till then, had not been dedicated to 
any deity in particular,* might henceforwards be 
dedicated to the Grecian Jupiter, and be called after 
his name. Antiochus received,their petition very 
graciously ; and ordered Nicanor, deputy governor 
of toe province of Samaria, to dedicate their temple 
to the Grecian Jupiter as they had desired, and not 
to molest them in any manner. 

But the Samaritans were not the only apostates 
who forsook their God and their law in this trial. 
Several Jews also, either to escape the persecution, 
to ingratiate themselves with the king or his officers, 
or ehie from inclination and libertinism, did the same. 
From these different motives many fell from Israel;" 1 
and several of those who had once taken this wicked 
step, joining themselves with the king's forces, be¬ 
came (as is but too common) greater persecutors of 
their unhappy brethren than the heathens them¬ 
selves, employed to execute this barbarous commis¬ 
sion. 


1 Maccab. vi. 21—24. 

They expressed themselves in that manner, because'the 
Mighty mate of the God of brad (Mamk) was never uttered by 
the Jans. 
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The oommissioqer who was sent , into Judea and 
Samaria, to see the king’s decree punctually obeyed* 
was called A theme us, a man advanced in years, 
and extremely well versed in all the ceremonies of 
the Grecian idolatry, who, for that reason, was judged 
a fit person to invite those nations to join in it. As 
soon as he arrived in Jerusalem, he began by putting 
a stop to the sacrifices which were offered up to the 
God of Israel, and suppressing all the observances 
of the Jewish law. They polluted the temple in such 
a manner, that it was no longer fit for the service of 
God; profaned the sabbaths and other festivals; 
forbid the circumcision of children;’carried off and 
burnt all the copies of the law wherever they could 
find them; abolished all the ordinances of God in 
every part of the country, and put to death whoever 
was found to have acted contrary to the decree of 
the king. The Syrian soldiers, and the commissioner 
who commanded over them, were the chief instru¬ 
ments by which the Jews were converted to the reli* 
gion professed by the sovereign. 

To establish it the Booner in every part Of the na¬ 
tion, altars and chapels filled with idols were erect¬ 
ed in every lity, and sacred groves were planted. 
Officers were appointed over these, who caused all 
the people in general to offer sacrifices in them every 
month, on the day of the month on which the king 
was born, who made them eat swine’s flesh, and other 
unclean animals sacrificed there. 

“ One of these officers, Apelles by name, came to 
Modin, the residence of Mattathias, of the sacer¬ 
dotal race,’ a venerable mao, and extremely zealous 
for the law of God. Me was son to John, and 
grandson to Simon, from whose father Asmoneus 
die family was called Asmoneans. With him were 
his five sons, all brave men, and fired with as ardent 
a zeal for the law of God as himself. These were 

t Maoosb. &. 1—80. JOMpb. Aatfcj. L xfi. c. 9 
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Joannan, surnamed Gaddis; Simop, surnamed Thasi; 
Judas, surnamed Maccabeus; fileazar, surnamed 
A baron; and Jonatban,surnamed Apphus. On his 
arrival at Modin, Apelles assembled the inhabitants, 
and explained to them the purport of his commission. 
Directing himself afterwards to Mattathias, he en¬ 
deavoured to persuade him to conform to the king’s 
orders; in hopes that the conversion of so venerable 
a man would induce all the rest of the inhabitants 
to follow his example. He.promised that, in case of 
his. compliance, the king would rank him in the num¬ 
ber of his friends, and appoint him a member of his 
council; and that himself and his sons should be 
raised, by the court, to the greatest honours and pre¬ 
ferments. Mattathias said, with a loud voice so as 
to be heard by the whole assembly,* that though all 
the nations of the earth. should obey king Antio- 
cbus, and all the people of Israel should abandon the 
law of their forefathers, and obey his ordinances, yet 
himself, his children, and bis brothers, would adhere 
for ever inviolably to the law of God. 

After having made this declaration, seeing a Jew 
going up to the altar which the heathens had raised, 
to sacrifice there in obedience to the king’s injunc¬ 
tion; fired with a zeal like that of Phineas, and 
transported with a f just and holy indignation, he 
rushed upon the apostate and killed him: after this, 
being assisted* by his sons, and some others who 
Joined them, he also killed the king’s commissioner 
and all his followers. Having in a manner set up 
the standard by this bold action, be cried aloud 
in the. city;$ “ Whosoever is zealous of the law,® 

1 Maccab. vii, 27. 

' Eitiomnes gentet regi Antiocko obediunt, ut iisceiat wmtquh- 
qufd scrcitutc kgit patrum mom*, a cmsmtial mandatit cjiu: ego, 
et JUii mei, et jraires met, obcdicmut legi patrum nottrorum. . 

f God had commanded his people to slay those who should 
persuade thfem to sacrifice to idols. See Deut. cli. xiii. ver. 
6 — 11 . . 

| Omit, qui zelum babet legit, itatuens testamentum, exeat post me. 
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“ and maintarneth the covenants, let him follow me.” 

Having now assembled his whole family, and all 
who were truly zealous for the worship of God, he 
retired with them to the mountains, whither they 
were soon followed by others; so that all the deserts 
of Judea were filled, in a little time, with people who 
fled from the persecution. 

p At first, when the Jews were attacked on the 
sabbath, for fear of violating the holiness of the day 
they did not dare to make*the least defence, but suf¬ 
fered themselves to be cut to pieces. However, they 
soon became sensible, that the Jaw of the sabbath was 
not binding on persons in the case of such imminent 
danger. 

s Advice being brought to Antiochus, that his de- M. 
crees were not so implicitly obeyed in Judea as in^m. J.C. 
all other nations, he went thither in person, in order 167 . 
to see them put in execution. He exercised the 
most horrid cruelties over all such Jews as refused 
to abjure their religion; in order to force the rest, 
by the dread of the like inhuman treatment, to com¬ 
ply with what was required of them. r At this time 
happened the martyrdom of Eleazar; and that of 
the mother and her seven sons, commonly called 
the Maccabees. Although their history is univer¬ 
sally known, it appears to me so important, and re¬ 
lates so nearly to Antioctfbs, whose reign I am now 
writing, that I cannot prevail with myself to omit it. 

I shall therefore repeat it in almost the very words 
of Scripture. 

The extreme violence of the persecution occa¬ 
sioned many Jews to foil away: but on the other 
side, several continued inflexible, and chose j;o suffer 
death, rather than pollute themselves by eating im¬ 
pure meats. One of the most illustrious among these 
was Eleazar. He was a venerable old man, ninety 

p 1 Maccab. ii. 31 —41. 2 M&cceb. vi. 11. Joseph. Antiq, 

1. Xii. C. 8. 

< Joseph, de Maccab. c. if. k v. r 2 Maccab. c. vi. & viii 
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years of age, ami a doctor of .the law, whose life 
bad been one continued series of spotless innocence. 
He was commanded to eat swine’s flesh, and en¬ 
deavours were used to make him swallow it, by 
forcibly opening his mouth. But Eieazar, preferring 
a glorious death to a criminal life, went voluntarily 
to exefcution; and persevering in his resolute pa¬ 
tience, was determined not to infringe the law to save 
his life. 

His friends who were* present, moved with an 
unjust compassion, took him aside, and earnestly 
besought him to permit them to bring him such 
meats as he was allowed to eat; in order that it 
might be imagined that he had eaten of the meats 
of the sacrifice, pursuant to the king’s command; 
and by that means save his life. But Eieazar, con¬ 
sidering only what his great age, the noble and ge¬ 
nerous sentiments he was born with, and the life of 
purity and innocence which be had led from his 
infancy, required of him, answered, pursuant to the 
ordinances of thfe holy law of God, that he would 
rather die than consent to what was desired of 
him. “ It would be shameful,” says be to them, 
“ for me, at this age, to use such an artifice, which 
“ would occasion many young men, upon the suppo- 
“ sition that Eieazar, at fourscore and ten years of 
“ age, had embraced the principles of the heathens, 
“ to be imposed upon by the deceit, which I should 
“ have employed to preserve the short remains of a 
“ corruptible life; and thereby I should dishonour 
“ my old age, and expose it to the curses of all men. 
“ Besides, supposing I should , by that means for the 
“ present avoid the punishment of men, I could 
“ never fly from the hand of the Almighty, neither 
“ in this world nor in that which is to come. For 
“ this reason, if I lay down my life courageously, I 
“ shall appear worthy of my old age; and shall leave 
“ behind me, for die imitation of young people, an 
“ example of constancy and resolution, by suffering 
“ patiently an honourable death, for the sake of our 
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“ venerable an0 holy*iaws.” Eleazar bad no sooner 
ended bis speech, thtm be was dragged to execu¬ 
tion. The officers that attended him, and who 
hitherto had behaved with some humanity towards 
him, grew furious upon what he had said, which 
they looked upon as the effect of pride. When 
the torments had made him ready to breathe his 
last, he vented a deep sigh and said: “ O Lord! 

“ thou who art possessed of the holy knowledge, 

“ thou seest that I, who Could have delivered my- 
“ self from death, do yet suffer cruel agonies in my 
“ body; but in my soul find joy in njy sufferings, 

“ because I fear thee.” Thus died this holy man, 
leaving by his death, not only to the young men, 
but to his whole nation, a glorious example of virtue 
and resolution. 

At this time seven brothers, with their mother, 
were seized ; and king Antiochus would force them 
to eat swine’s flesh contrary to their law, by causing 
their bodies to be scourged in a most inhuman 
manner. But the eldest of'the brethren said 1 to 
him: “ What is it thou wouldst ask or learn of us ? 

“ We are ready, to lay down our lives, rather than 
“ violate the holy laws which God gave to our 
“ forefathers.” The king being exasperated at these 
words, ordered brazen pans and caldrons to be 
heated: and, when they were red, he, caused the 
tongue of that man who had spoken first, to be cut 
off; had the skin torn from his head, and the ex¬ 
tremities of his hands and feet cut off, before the 
eyes of his mother and his brethren. After being mu¬ 
tilated in every part of his Ijody, he was brought to 
the Are, and fried in the pan. Whilst these tortures 
were inflicting upon him, his brothers and their mo¬ 
ther exhorted each other to die Courageously, saying, 

“ The Lord God will have regard to truth; he will 
“ l|ave pity on us, and comfort us, as Moses declares 
“ hi bis song.” 

The first dying in this manner, the second was 
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taken; and after the skin of Ms head, with the hair, 
-were torn away, he was asked* whether he would eat 
of some meats which were presented to him, before 
that all his limbs should be severed one after another 
from his body. But he answered in the language of 
his country, “ I will not.” He was then tortured 
in th*e same manner as his brother. Being ready 
to expire/he spoke thus to the king; “ Wicked 
“prince! you bereave us of this present life: but 
“ the King of heaven and earth, if we die for the 
“ defence of his laws., will one day raise us up to 
“ everlasting life.” 

They now proceeded to the third. He was corn= 
manded to put forth his tongue, which he did imme= 
diately ; and afterwards stretching forth His hands 
manfully, he bravely said: “ I received these limbs 
“ from Heaven, but now I despise them, since I am 
“ to defend the laws of God; from the sure and 
“ steadfast hopes that he will one day restore them tc 
“ me.” The king and all his followers w ere astonished 
at the intrepidity of this young man, who utterly dis- 
re ga rded the severest tortures. 

™ The fourth was tortured in the same manner, and 
being ready to die, he said to the -ting: “ It is for 
“ our advantage to be killed by men, because we 
“ hope that God, by raising us up again, will restore 
“ us to fife; but thy resurrection, O king, shall not 
“ be unto life.” 

The fifth, whilst they were tormenting him, said 
to Antiochus: “You now act according to your 
“ own will and pleasure, because you .are invested 
“ with absolute power among men, though you are 
“ but a mortal man. fiut do not imagine that Gor 
“ has forsaken our nation. Stay but a little, and 
“you will see the wondrous effects of his power 
“•and in what manner he will torment both yourseli 
“ and your posterity.” # 

. The sixth came next, who, the moment before 
he, expired, said: “*Do not deceive yourself: it is 
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“ true, indeed, our t .sins have drawn upon us the 
“exquisite tortures .which we now suffer; but do 
“ not flatter yourself with the hopes of impunity^ 

“after having presumed to make war against God 
“ himself.” 

In the mean time their mother, supported by the 
hopes that she had in God, beheld with incredible 
resolution, all her seven sons die thus in one day. 

She encouraged them by her discourse full ,of forti¬ 
tude and wisdom, and pniting a manly courage 
with the tenderness of a mother, she said to them: 

“ I know not in what manner you were formed in 
“ my womb; for it was not I who inspired you with 
“ a soul and with life, nor formed your mem- 
“ bers; but I am sure that the Creator of the 
“ world who fashioned man, and who gave being 
“ to all things, will one day restore you to life by 
“ his infinite mercy, in return for your having 
“despised it here, out of the love you bear to his 
“‘laws.” , 

There still remained her youngest son. Antiochus 
began to exhort him to compliance; assuring him 
with an oath, that he would raise him to riches 
and power; afld rank him in the number of his 
favourites, if he would forsake the law-s of his fore¬ 
fathers. But the youth being insensible to all these 
promises, the king called* his mother, and advised 
her to counsel the young man so as to’save his life. 

This she promised; and going up to her son, and 
laughing at the tyrant’s cruelty, she said to. him in 
her native language, “ Son, have pity on me, who 
“ bore you nine months in my womb ; who for 
“ three years fed you with milk from, myi breasts, 

“ and brought you up to your present age. Jeon- 
“jure you, dear child, to look upon 1 heaven ,aod ea rtb, 

“ and every, thing they contain, and to, consider that 
“ God formed them all of things that were not, as 
“ well as man. Fear not that cruel executioner; but 
“ shew yourself worthy of youf brethren, by submit- 
“ ting cheerfully to death ; in order that, by the mercy 
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taken; and after the skin of his head, with the hair, 
-were torn away, he was asked 1 whether he'would eat 
of some meats which were presented to him, before 
that all his limbs should be severed one after another 
from his body. But he answered in the language of 
his country, “ I will not.” He was then tortured 
in thfe same manner as his brother. Being ready 
to expire, ’ he spoke thus to the king: “ Wicked 
“ prince! you bereave us of this present life: but 
“ the King of heaven and earth, if we die for the 
“ defence of his laws, will one day raise us up to 
“ everlasting life.” 

They now proceeded to the third. He was com¬ 
manded to put forth his tongue, which he did imme¬ 
diately ; and afterwards stretching forth His hands 
manfully, he bravely said: “ I received these limbs 
“ from Heaven, but now I despise them, since I am 
“ to defend the laws of God; from the sure and 
“ steadfast hopes that he will one day restore them to 
“ me.” The king and all his followers were astonished 
at the intrepidity of this young man, who utterly dis- 
jegarded the severest tortures. 

* The fourth was tortured in the same manner, and 
being ready to die, he said to the -ting: “ It is for 
“ our advantage to be killed by men, because we 
“ hope tbat God, by raising us up again, will restore 
“us to life: but thy res&rrection, 0 king, shall not 
“ be unto life.” 

The fifth, whilst they were tormenting him, said 
to Antiochus: “ You now act according to your 
“ own will and pleasure, because you .are invested 
“ with absolute power among men, though you are 
“ but a mortal man. But do not imagine that God 
“ has forsaken our nation. Stay but a little, and 
“ you will see the wpndrous effects of his power; 
“.and in what manner he will torment both yourself 
“ and yopr posterity.” * 

. The sixth came next, who, the moment before 
he espfeed, said: “ Do not deceive yourself: it is 
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“ true, indeed, our, sins have drawn upon us the 
“exquisite tortures #which we now suffer; but do 
“ not flatter yourself with the hopes of impunity, 
“after having presumed to make war against God 
“ himself.” 

In the mean time their mother, supported by the 
hopes that she had in God, beheld with incredible 
resolution, all her seven sons die thus in one day. 
She encouraged them by her discourse full of forti¬ 
tude and wisdom, and pniting a manly courage 
with the tenderness of a mother, she said to them: 
“ I know not in what manner you were formed in 
“ my womb; for it was not I who inspired you with 
“ a soul and with life, nor formed your mem- 
“ bers; but I am sure that the Creator of the 
“ world who fashioned man, and who gave being 
“ to all things, will one day restore you to life by 
“ his infinite mercy, in return for your having 
“ despised it here, out of the love you bear to his 
“‘laws.” . 

There still remained her youngest son. Antiochus 
began to exhort him to compliance; assuring him 
with an oath, that he would raise him to riches 
and power; aftd rank him in the number of his 
favourites, if he would forsake the law’s of his fore¬ 
fathers. But the youth being insensible to all these 
promises, the king called* his mother, and advised 
her to counsel the young man so as to*save his life. 
TBhis she promised; and going up to her son, and 
laughing at the tyrant’s cruelty, she said to him in 
her native language, “ Son, have pity on me, who 
“ bore you nine months in my womb; who for 
“ three years fed you with milk from, my breasts, 
“ and brought you up to your present age, I con- 
“ jure you, dear child, to look upon: heaven.and earth, 
“ and every, thing they contain, aDd to consider that 
“ God formed them all of things that were not, as 
“ .well as man. Fear not that cruel executioner; hut 
“ shew yourself worthy of youf brethren, by submit- 
“ ting cheerfully to death; in order that, by the mercy 
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“of Goa, I may receive you,,together with your 
“ brothers, in thfe glory which awaits us.” 

As she was speaking in this manner, the young 
man cried aloud: “ What is it you expect from 
“me? I do not obey the king’s command, but the 
“ law which was given us by Moses. As to you, 
“ fro or whom all the calamities with which the 
“ Hebrews are afflicted flow, you shall not escape 
“the hand of the Almighty. Our sufferings, in- 
“deed, are owing to our sins; but if the Lord 
“ oar God, to chasten and correct us, be for a little 
“ time angry with us, he at last will be appeased 
“ and be reconciled to his servants. But as for 
“ you, the most wicked, the most impious of men, 
“do not flatter yourself with vain hopes. You 
“ shall not escape the judgment of God, who is 
“ all-seeing and omnipotent. As to my brothers, 
“ they, after having suffered a moment the most 
“ cruel tortures, have entered kite the eternal co- 
“ venant. In imitation of the example they have 
“ 'set me, I freely give up my body and life for the 
‘flaws of.my forefathers; and I beseech God to 
“ extend his mercy soon to our nation; to force you 
“ by plagues and tortures to confess that he is the 
“only God; and that his anger, which is justly 
“ fallen on the Hebrews, may end by my death and 
“ that of my brethren.” 

The king, ‘bow transported with fury, and unable 
to bear these insults, caused this last youth to be 
tortured more grievously than foe rest. Thus be 
died in foe same holy manner as his brethren, and 
with confidence in God. At last foe mother also 
suffered death. 

A.M. * Mattafoias, before he died, sent for bis five 
test- seat, and after exhorting them to fight valiantly for 
to A* ,c, foe law of God against foeir persecutors, he ap¬ 
pointed Judas for foeir general, and Simon as presi¬ 
de!* of the council. He afterwards died, wad was 

IKacesb. & 49—40. Joseph. Antiq. 1. viii. c. 12. 
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talar red at Media, in tbe burying-place of his ances¬ 
tors, touch regretted,and lamented by all the faithful 
Israelites. 

1 Antiochus, finding that Paulus Emilias after 
having defeated Perseus and conquered Macedonia, 
bad solemnized games in the city of Amphipolis, 
situated on the river Strymon, was desirous of dome 
the same at Daphne near Antioch. He appointed 
the time for them, sent to all {daces to invite specta¬ 
tors, and drew together prodigious multitudes. The 
games were celebrated with incredible pomp, cost 
immense sums, and lasted several days. The part 
be there acted during the whole time, answered in 
every respect to the character given of lam by Da¬ 
niel, * who calls him a tile or contemptible person; 
as I have said elsewhere. He there committed so 
many extravagant actions before that infinite multi¬ 
tude of people, assembled from different parts of the 
earth, that he became tbe laughing-stock of them all: 
and many of them were so much disgusted, that to 
prevent their being spectators of a conduct so un¬ 
worthy a prince, and so repugnant to the rules of 
modesty and decorum, they refused to go any more 
to the leasts to which he invited them. 

* He had scarce ended the solemamatioii of these 
games when Tiberius Gracchus arrived as ambassador 
from die Romans, in order to have as eye on Anti¬ 
ochus* actions. That prince gave him "so polite and 
friendly a reception, that the ambassador not only 
had aside alt suspicion with regard to him, and did 
not perceive that he retained any resentment for what 
had happened » Alexandria, bat ease blamed those 
who had spread such reports of him. And indeed 
Antiochus, besides other civilities, quitted his palace 
to make room for Tiberius Gracchus and Ids train, 

1 Polyb. >pad Athen. 1. v. p. 193, Stc. Diod. in Excerpt. 
¥Ww.*«n. 

* Dan. xi 21. 

* Polyb. begat, ci.—Civ. Diod. in Excerpt. Vain. p. 322. 
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andwas even going to resign-, ids crp#n to hkri. - 'The 
ambassador ought to-have been .politician enough to 
suspect all these civilities; for it is certain that Anti-* 
oelpius was meditating, at that time, how he might 
bestrevenge himself of the Romans ; but be disguised 
his sentiments, in order to gain time, and to-be tbe 
better able to carry on his preparations.. 

, y : Whilst Antiochus was amusing himself with ce¬ 
lebrating games at Daphne, Judas was acting a very 
different part in Judea. . After having levied an 
army, he fortified the. cities, rebuilt the fortresses, 
threw strong garrisons into them, and thereby awed 
the whole country. Apollonius, who was governor 
of Samaria under Antiochus, thought he should be 
able to check his progress, and accordingly marched 
directly against him. However, Judas defeated him, 
killed; him, and made a great slaughter of his troops. 
Seron, another commander, who had flattered him¬ 
self with the hopes of revenging the affront his ma¬ 
ster had received, met with the same fate as Apollo¬ 
nius,, and like him was, also defeated and killed in 
the battle. 

When news was brought to Antiochus of this 
double defeat, he was exasperated to fury. Imme¬ 
diately he assembled all his troops, which formed a 
mighty army, and determined to destroy the whole 
Jewish nation, and to settle other people in their 
country. Bat when his troops were to be paid, he 
had not* sufficient sums in his coffers, having ex¬ 
hausted them in the foolish expences he had lately 
been at, . Tor want of nsanephe was obliged, to sus¬ 
pend* tN»«Pge*mce he meditated against the Jewish 
nation, and all the plans he had formed for the im- 
roediate execution of that design. 

' He had*<juandered immense sums on-the games. 

1 Hlaccab. iii. 1—26. 2 Maccab. vin. 5—7. Joseph. An- 
tiq. 1. xii. e. 10. 

* JUxji. <5 11. 
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Besides this, he hqd ,been extravagantly profuse io 
every other r^pect,* particularly in the presents he 
bestowed on private persons and whole bodies of 
men. ffe would often throw handfuls ©f. money 
among hiS attendants and others; sometimes season¬ 
ably enough, but most frequently without sense or 
reason. On these occasions be verified what the 
prophet Daniel bad foretold of him, that he should 
“ "scatter among them tbe preyand spoil of riches 
and the author of the b Maccabees says, that he had 
been exceedingly liberal, and had “ abounded above 
“ the kings that were before him.” We are told by 
° AthensSUs, that tbe funds which enabled him to de¬ 
fray so prodigious an expence were, first, the spoils 
he had taken in Egypt, contrary to the promise he 
had made Philometor in his minority; secondly, the 
sums he bad raised among his friends, by way of free 
gifts; lastly (which was the most considerable ar¬ 
ticle), the plunder of a great number of temples, 
which he had sacrilegiously pillaged. 

"Besides the difficulties to which the want of 
money reduced him, others arose, according to Da¬ 
niel’s prophecy, “ from the tidings” which came to 
him “ out of fhd East and out of the North.” For 
northward, Artaxias, king of Armenia; had rebelled 
against Mm ; and Persia, which lay eastward, discon¬ 
tinued the regular payment of the tribute. 0 There, 
as in almost every other part of his ddmihions, all 
things- seemed in the Utmost.' confusion, occasioned 
by ! the flew*ordinance by which the ancient customs 
of so many of his subjects were abolished; and those 
of the Greeks, of which he was ridiculously fond; 

* established k» theft* stead, TheSt^commotfona aesa* 
sioned great lb the jmymttate, 

which,*/fflTtheh; hfcd been^ey-' regwlfer throughout 
that vast fend itcbremMre, and hid always supplied 

< 

Dan.». 24* 1 Maoab.iii. 30, . 6 Athen. 1. 5; p, 195 

Bm. ?r. 44,-&Hieettj, ii» bapc locum. 

1 Maccab. iti. 29. 
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sums sufficient to defray the great expences it was, 
necessary to incur. 

f To remedy these grievances, as well as a multi¬ 
tude of others, resolved to divide his forces into 
two parts: to give the command of one of his armies 
to Lysias, descended from the Wood-royal, in order 
that he might subdue the Jews; and to march the 
other himself into Armenia, and afterwards into Per¬ 
sia, to regulate affairs and restore order in those pro¬ 
vinces. He accordingly left to Lysias the government 
of all the countries on this side the Euphrates; and the 
care of his son’s education, who was then only seven 
years old, and who afterwards was called Antiochut 
Eupator. After passing mount Taurus, be entered 
Armenia, defeated Artaxias, and took him prisoner. 
He marched from thence into Persia, where he sup¬ 
posed he should have no other trouble than to receive 
the tribute of that rich province, and those in its 
neighbourhood. He fondly flattered himself that he 
should there And sums sufficient to All his coffers, 
and reinstate all his affairs upon as good a foot as 
ever. 

Whilst be was revolving all these projects, Lysias 
was meditating how be might best‘put in execution 
the orders he had left him, especially those which 
related to the Jews. The king had commanded him 
to extirpate them, so as not to leave one Hebrew in 
the country \ which he intended to people with other 
inhabitants, and to distribute the lands among them 
by lot He thought it necessary for him to make the 
more dispatch in this expedition, became advice was 
daily brought him that the arms of Judas made pro¬ 
digious progress, and increased in strength by taking 
all foe fortresses which he approached. 

Philip, whom. Antiochus had left governor of 
Judaea, seeing Judas’s success, had sept expresses, 
with advice of this, to Ptolemy Macron, governor 

1 Maoeab. Hi. 31—6^. & w, 1—25. 2 Maccab. riir. 8—28. 
Joseph. Antiq. I. xii. c, 11. Appian. m Syr. p. 117. Hieroa. 
is Dan. si. 44. 
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of Coele-syria and * Palestine, ou which Judaea de¬ 
pended ; and had pfessed him, by letter, to employ 
such measures as might best support the interests of 
their common sovereign in this important conjunc¬ 
ture. Macron had communicated his advices and 
letters to Lysias. 'A resolution was therefore imme¬ 
diately taken, to send an army, of which Ptolemy 
Macron was appointed generalissimo, into Judaea. 
He appointed Nicanor, his intimate friend, hislietr- 
teriant-general; sent him* before, at the head of 
twenty thousand men, witlfGorgias, a veteran officer 
of consummate experience, to assist him. Accord¬ 
ingly they entered the country, and were soon fol¬ 
lowed by Ptolemy, with the rest of the forces in¬ 
tended for that expedition. The army, after their 
junction, came and encamped at Emmaus, near 
Jerusalem. It consisted of forty thousand foot and 
seven thousand horse. 

Thither also repaired an army of another kind. It 
consisted of merchants who came to purchase the 
slaves, who, it was supposed, would certainly be 
taken in that war. Nicanor, who had flattered him¬ 
self with the hopes of levying large sunis of money 
by this means, sufficient to pay the two * thousand 
talents which the king still owed the Romans, on 
account of the ancient treaty of Sipylus, published 
a proclamation in the neighbouring countries, declar¬ 
ing that all the prisoners taken in that war should be 
sold, at the rate of ninety for a talent, f A resolu¬ 
tion indeed had been taken to cut to pieces all the 
men growfa; to reduce all the rest to a state of cap¬ 
tivity; and one hundred arfdeigfaty thousand of the 
latter, at the price above mentioned, would have sold 
exactly for the sum in question. The merchants, 
therefore, finding this would be a very profitable ar¬ 
ticle to them (as it was a very Iqw price}, flocked 
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thither in crowds, and brought considerable suna§ 
with thetn. We are told that et thousand, all of them 
very considerable merchants, arrived in the Syrian 
camp on this occasion, without including their do¬ 
mestics, and the persons that would be wanted to 
look after the captives they intended to purchase. 

Judas and his brethren, perceiving the danger 
with which they were threatened by the approach of 
so powerful an. army, which they knew had been 
commanded to extirpate ■entirely the Jewish nation, 
resolved to make a very vigorous defence; to fight 
for themselves, their law, and their liberty; and 
either to conquer or die sword in hand. * Accord¬ 
ingly they divided the six thousand men tinder their 
command into four bodies of fifteen hundred men 
each. Juda3 put himself at the head of the first, and 
gave the command of the three others to his brethren. 
He afterwards marched them to Maspha, there to 
offer together their prayers to God, and to implore 
hia assistance in the extreme danger to which they 
were now exposed. He made choice of this place, 
because, as Jerusalem was in the hands of their ene¬ 
mies, and the sanctuary trodden down, they could not 
assemble in it to solemnize tbat religious act; and 
Maspha seemed the fittest place for that purpose, 
because God was worshipped there * before the 
foundation of the temple. 4 ' 

Here are now two armies ready to engage; the 
numbers on each side very unequal, and the dispo¬ 
sition of their minds stul more so. They agree, 
however, in one point; that is, both are firmly per* 
tuaded they shall gain the victory: the ode, because 
they have a mighty .army of well-disciplined troops, 
commanded by brave and experienced generals; the 
other, because they pat their whole trust ib foe God 
bfamies. 

After proclamation had been made according to 
* Judges xx, 1. 1 Sam. vii. $. 
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the ’'law, that those tv ho bad built a house that year, 
or married a wife, or planted a vine, or were afraid, 
hod liberty to retire; Judas’s six thousand men were 
reduced to half that number. Nevertheless this va¬ 
liant captain of the people of God, resolutely deter¬ 
mined to fight the mighty host of the enemy with 
only this handful of men, and to leave the issue to 
Providence, advanced with his few forces, encamped 
very near the enemy, and told his soldiers, after hav¬ 
ing animated them by all the motives which the pre-- 
sent conjuncture supplied, that he intended to give 
the Syrians battle on the morrow, and jtherefore that 
they , must prepare for it. 

cut receiving advice that same evening, that 
Gorgias had been detached from the enemy’s camp 
with five thousand foot and a thousand horse, all 
chosen troops, and that be was marching by a by¬ 
way, through which the apostate Jews led him, in 
order to come and surprise his camp in the night; 
he was not satisfied with frustrating that design, but 
even made use of the very stratagem which the ene¬ 
my intended to employ against him, and was suc¬ 
cessful in it; foi; raising his camp immediately, and 
carrying off all the baggage, he inarched and attacked 
the enemy’s camp, weakened by the best troops 
having been detached from it; and spread such 
terror and confusion into every part of $, that after 
three thousand Syrians had been cut to pieces, the 
rest fled, and left him the whole plunder of their 
camp. 

As Gorgias was still to be apprehended, at the 
head of his formidable detachment, Judas, like a wise 
captain, kept his troops together, and would not suf¬ 
fer them to straggle about after plunder, or in pur¬ 
suit of the enemy, till they should have defeated that 
body also. He was successful, without coming to a 
battle; for Gorgias, after failing to meet with Judas 
in his camp, ana having sought for Mm in vain m the 


b Dent. xx. i, &c. 
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mountains, whither be supposed he had retired, w ith¬ 
drew at last into his camp, and finding it in flames, 
and the army routed and put to flight, it was impos¬ 
sible for him to keep his soldiers in order; so that 
these threw down their arms and fled also. Then 
Judas .and the men under his command pursued them 
vigorously, and cut to pieces a greater number on this 
occasion than they had before done in the camp. 
Nine thousand Syrians were left dead in the field, 
tod the greatest part of “those who escaped were 
either maimed or wounded. 

After this Jpdas marched back his soldiers, in order 
to plunder the camp, where they met with immense 
booty; and great numbers of those who were come, 
as to a fair, to buy the captive Jews, were themselves 
taken prisoners and sold. The next day, being the 
sabbath, was kept in the most religious manner. The 
Hebrews, on that occasion, gave themselves up to a 
holy joy, and returned a solemn thanksgiving to God 
for the great and signal deliverance he had wrought 
in their favour. . 

We have here a sensible image of the feeble op¬ 
position which an arm of flesh is able, to make against 
that of the Almighty, on whom alone the fate of 
battles depends. It is evident that Judas was fully 
sensible of his own weakness. “ How can we,” says 
he to the Almighty before 0 the battle, “ stand before 
“ them, unless thou thyself assistest us?” And it 
is, as evident that he was no less firmly persuaded of 
the success of his arms. “ The victory,” he had 
said before,does not depend on the number of 
“ soldiers, but it is from Heaven that all our strength 
“ comes.” i But although .Judas had so entire a con¬ 
fidence in God, he employs all those expedients 
which the most experienced and bravest general 
could use, in order to obtain the victory. How ex* 
oellent a pattern have we here for generals 1 to pray 
with humility, because all things depend , on God ; 
and to act with vigour, as if all things depended on 
man .;—We still possess (thanks to the Almighty) ge- 
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nfiMs who glory in entertaining sacb thoughts; and 
who, at the head of great armies, composed of as 
brave soldiers as ever were, as well as of officers and 
commanders of an almost unparalleled courage and 
zeal, do not rely on all those human advantages, but 
solely on the protection of the God of armies.. 

k Judas, encouraged by the important victory he 
had gained, and reinforced by a great number of 
troops whom this success brought to him, employed 
the advantage which this gave him to distress the rest' 
of his enemies. Knowing that Timotheus and Bac- 
cbides, two of Antiochus’s lieutenants* were raising 
troops to fight him, he marched against them, de¬ 
feated them in a great battle, and killed upwards of 
twenty thousand of their men. 

1 Lysias hearing of the ill success which Antiochus’s A. M. 
arms had met with in Judtea, and the great losses he S839 > 
had sustained in that country, was m great asto- C- 
nishment and perplexity. However, knowing that 
the king had a strong desire to extirpate that nation, 
he made mighty preparations for a new expedition 
against the Jews. Accordingly he levied an army 
of sixty thousand foot and five thousand horse, an 
chosen troops, and putting himself at their head, 
he marched into Judaea, firmly resolved to lay waste 
the whole country, and to destroy all the inhabitants. 

He encamped at Bethsura, a city Standing to the 
south of Jerusalem, towards the frontiers of Idumaea. 

Judas advanced towards him at the head of ten 
thousand men; and fully persuaded that the Lord 
would assist him, he engaged the enemy with this 
disproportionate body of ttoops, killed five thou¬ 
sand of them, and put the rest to flight. Lysias, 
dismayed at the surprising valour of Judas’s soldiers, 
who fought with intrepid courage, determined to 
conquer or die, led back his defeated army to An- 

* 2 Maccab. viii. 30—33. 

1 I Maccab. iv. 26—35. Joseph. Aiiliq. I. xii. c. It. 
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tfech;, intending,; nevertheless,, to come and attack 
them again the next year with a ot»U more powerful 


body, of forces-, , ' . ., • 

". Judas, being left, roaster of the country by the 
retreat of Lysias, took, advantage of this interval of 
rest, and marehed to Jerusalem, where he reco¬ 
vered tLe sanctuary from the heathens, punned and 
dedicated it again to the service of Goo. This so¬ 
lemn dedication continued for eight days, winch were 
spent in thanksgiving for ihe deliverance that Ood 
had vouchsafed them; and it was ordained that the 
anniversary of it should be solemnized every year. 
The neighbouring nations, jealous of the prosperity 
of the Jews, made a league to destroy theni, and re¬ 
solved to join Antiochus, in order to extirpate that 

A. M. ^ ^his prince was then in Persia, levying the tri- 
/?f r bote which had not been paid regularly. He was 
An 6 : C -informed that Elymab was thought to abound with 
riches ; and especially, .that in a^temple of that city, 
which according to Polybius was dedicatedfo Diana, 
and, to Venus according to Appian, prodigious sums 
were laid up. He went thither with a design to take 
the city# and .plunder the temple, as he had before 
done to.Jerusalem; but, his design haying bsen dis¬ 
covered, the country, people and the inhabitants of 
the city took u.p arms to defend their temple, ana 
gave him a shameful repulse. Antiochus, enraged 
at thif disgrace, withdrew to Ecbatana., 

, To add to this affliction, news was there brought 
him of the defeat of Nfeanor and Timotheus m Ju¬ 
daea, - In fee violence of, his rage be set out with, all 
possible expfcdj$Q8> JO order to make tuat nation 
feel the dreadfel effecte of his wrath; ventingno- 
tbiog but menaces on his march, and breathing on y 


l Maccab.w; 35—61. & v. 1,2. 2 Maccab. x. 1-8. Jo- 

^ " h l Maceab. X *i. C i—16.‘ 2 Maccab. ix. 1—Pbtyl*- in 
Excerpt. Vajss. ?• 145. Appiaa. in Syr. p. 131. 
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final rum anddestifyction. Advancing in this dia- 
position to wafdsBaby Ionia, which was in his way, 
fresh expresseseameto him with advice of Lysias’s' 


thrown down the altars and idols which he had set 
up in them, -and re-established their ancient worship. 
At this aewshkfury isereasecl Immediately he 
commands his coachman to drive with the utmost 
speed, in order that he might sooner have an oppor¬ 
tunity of fully satiating bis” vengeance; threatening to 
make Jerusalem the burying place of the whole 
Jewish nation, and not to leave one sipgle inhabitant 
in it. He had scarce uttered that blasphemous ex¬ 
pression, when he was struck by the hand of God. 
He was seized with incredible pains in his bowels, 
and the most excessive pangs of the chohc. “ Thus 
“ the murderer and blasphemer,” Says the author of 
the Maccabees, “ having suffered most grievously, as 
“ he treated other men, so died he a miserable 

death.” 

But still, his pridewas not abated by this first 
shock : so far from it, that suffering himself to be 
hurried away by the wild transports of his fory, and 
breathing nothing but vengeance against the Jews, 
he gave orderafor proceeding with all possible speed 
in die journey. But as his" horses were running for¬ 
wards impetuously, he tell from his, chariot, and 
thereby bruised, in a grievous maimer, every part of 
his body; so that bis attendants were forced to put 
ham into a litter, where be suffered inexpressible 
torments. Worms crawled from every part of him; 
his flesh fell away piece-meftl; and the stench was so 
great, that it became intolerable to the whole army. 
Being himself unable to hear it, °“ It is meet,” 
says he, “ to be subject onto God j and man, who 
“ is mortal^ should not think of himself as if he were 
“ a god.” Acknowledging that it was the hand of 


2 Maccsb.iz. 12. 
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the Gob of Israel .which strutj'k him, because of 
the calamities be had brought upon Jerusalem, be 
promises to exert the utmost liberality towards his 
chosen people; to enrich with.precious gifts the holy 
temple of Jerusalem, which he had plundered; to 
furnish,, from his revenues, the sums necessary for 
defraying the expence of the sacrifices; to turn Jew 
himself; and to travel into every part of the world 
in order to publish the power of the Almighty. He 
hoped he should calm bis 1 wrath by these mighty 
promises, which the violence of his present affliction, 
and the fear of future torments, extorted from his 
mouth, but not from h» heart. But, adds the au¬ 
thor of the Maccabees ; p “ This wicked person 
“ vowed unto the Loed, who now no more would 
“ have mercy upon him.” And indeed this murderer 
and blasphemer (these are the names which this 
writer substitutes in the place of illustrious , which 
men had bestowed on that prince), being struck in a 
dreadful manner, and treated as he treated others, 
finished an impious life by a miserable death. * 

Before he expired he:seat for Philip, who bad 
been brought up with him from his infancy, and was 
bis favotpte; and bestowed on him toe regency of 
Syria during the minority of his son, then nine years 
of age. He put into his hands the diadem, toe 
seal of the empire, and all toe other ensigns of roy¬ 
altyj, exhorting ban, especially, to employ his ut¬ 
most endeavours to give him such an education as 
would best teach him tbe art of reigning, and of 
governing bis subjects with justice and moderation. 

* 2 MacciA. ix.13. 

I s Polybius attests the troth of this, and relates that Antioch as 
waiVonbkd with $ parjwtaal delirium; imagining that spectra* 
stood continually before him, reproaching him with his crimes. 
This historiari, who was unacquainted with tbe Scriptures, assigns 
at the cause of this punishment, the sacrilegious attempt formed 
by this prince against the temple of Diana in Elymais. PoLt a, 
in Excerpt. Vales, p. 14$. 
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Few princes give sdch instructions to their children 
till they are near their end: and that, after having 
set them a quite different example during their whole 
lives. Philip caused the kings body to be conveyed 
to Antioch. This prince had reigned eleven years. 


Sect. IV. Pkrophecies of Daniel relating to An - 
tiochus Epiphanes. 


As Antiochus Epiphanes was a violent persecutor 
of the. people of God, who formed the • Jewish 
Church, and was at the same time the type of the 
Antichrist, who in after-ages was to afflict the Christ¬ 
ian Church ; Daniel details much more fully his 
prophecy respecting this prince, than those which 
relate to any other of whom he makes mention. 
This pnophecy consists of two parts ; one of which 
relates .to his wars in Egypt, and the other to the 
persecution carried on by hin. ugainst the Jews. 
We shall treat these separately, and unite together 
the various places where mention is made of them. 

I. The wars of Antiochus Epiphanes against 
Egypt, foretold by.Daniel the Prophet. 

• 

1 “ And in his,” Seleucus Philopator’s, “ estate 
“ shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not 
“ give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come 
“ in peaceably, and obtain,the kingdom by flatteries.” 
This verse, which points out the accession of Antio- 
ehus to the crown, has been already explained. 

r “And with the arms of a flood shall they,” the 
Syrians, “ be overflown before him,” Antiochus 
Epiphanes, “and shall be broken; yea, also the 


' Dan. xi. 21. 


* 1 Ver. 22. 
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« orifice of the covenant.” Heliodorus, the murderer 
of Seieucus and his adherents, as also those of the 
Egyptian king, who bad formed designs against 
ST were defeated by the forces of Attains and 
Eumenes, Mid dispersed by the arrival of Antiochu , 
whose presence disconcerted all their projects. By 
the “ prince of the covenant,” we may suppose to be 
meant, either . Heliodorus, the ringleader.of thei con¬ 
spirators, who had killed Seleucus; or rather Ptoiemy 
Epiphanes, king of Egypt, <Vho lost his life by a con- 
*8Diracv of his own subjects, at the very time that he 
JTSLg, *ar against Syria. ThusPr-mdenc* 
remove this powerful adversary, to make way for 
Antiochus. and raise him to the throne. 

XwSn that the prophet, in the Mowing = 
points out clearly enough the four different exped 
tioofl of Antiochus into Egypt. 

AtmocHUs’s/rs* Expedition into Egypt. 

•« And after the league made with him,” with 
Ptolemy Fhilometor his nephew, kmg of Egypt, 
» he si work deceitfully; for he Shal come up, 

“ and shall become strong with a small people, 
Antiochus, though he was already determined on 
the *ar, still assumed a .specious appearance of 
friendship fop the king of Egypt. He even sent 
Apollonius to Memphis, to be present at theban- 
quet given on occasion of that prince s <°ronafion, 
1 a proof that it was agreeable to ^ Never¬ 
theless, soon after, on pretence of defend ng 
nephei, he marched into Egypt "Jh a “ s ^ 1 
“ army,” in comparison of those which he levied after- 
vrords. y The battle was fought near Pelusium. An- 
tfochus was “strong,” thatu, victorious: 
wards returned to Tyre. Such was the end of his 
first expedition. 

Dan. xi. 29. 
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Antiochus’s second Expedition into Egypt. 

1 “ He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest 
“ places of the province (Egypt), and he shall do that 
“ which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ 
“ fathers; he shall scatter among them (his troops) the 
“ prey and spoil and riches;. yea, and he shall forecast 
“ his devices against the strongholds, even for a time. ■ 

0 “ And he shall stir up his power and his courage 
“ against the king of the South (of Egypt) with a great 
“ army, and the king of the South shad be stirred up 
“ to battle with a very great and mig’hty army; but 
“ he shall not stand, for >they shall forecast devices 
“ against him. 

* “ Yea, they that feed of the portion of his 
“ (the king of Egypt’s) meat, shall destroy him, and 
“ his army shall overflow; and many shall fall down 
“ slain.” 

In these three verses appear the principal diame¬ 
ters of Antiochus’s second expedition into Egypt; 
his mighty armies, his rapid conquests, the rich 
spoils ne carried from thence, and the dissimulation 
and treachery he began to put in practice towards 
Ptolemy. 

Antiochus, after employing the whole winter in 
making preparations for a second expedition into 
Egypt, invaded it both by sea and land, the instant 
the season would permit. y “ Wherefore he entered 
“ into Egypt with a great multitude, with chariots, 

“ and elephants, and horsemen, and a great navy. 
“And made war against^Ptolemy king of Egypt: 

“ but Ptolemy was afraid o*f him, and fled; and many 
“ were wounded to death. Thus they got the strong 
“ cities in the land of Egypt, and he took, the spoils 
“ thereof.” 


* Ver. 2ft 


* Dan. id. rer. 24. » Ver. 25; 

*'! Maccab. i, 17,18, 1ft, 
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Daniel, some verses after, is more minute and cir¬ 
cumstantial in his prophecy of this event. 

* “ And at the time of the end shall the king of 
« the South push at him (Ptolemy is here meant); 
h aQ£ i the king of the North (Antiochus) shall come 
« against him like a whirlwind, with chariots and 
“ withJiorsemen, and with many ships; and he shall 
“ enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass 
“ over. 

* “ He ehall enter also ip to the glorious land, and 
“ many countries shall be overthrown: but he shall 
escape out of his hand. 

b “ He shall- stretch forth his hand also upon the 
11 countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 

«“ But he shall have power over the treasures of 
“ gold and silver, and over the precious things of 

ifwe compare the relation given by the author of 
the Maccabees with Daniel’s prophecy, we find a per¬ 
fect resemblance, except that the prophet is even 
more clear and particular than the historian. 

4 Diodorus relates, that Antiochus, after this vic¬ 
tory, conquered all Egypt, or at least the greatest 
part of it: for all the cities, Alexandria excepted, 
opened their gates, to the conqueror. He subdued 
Egypt with an astonishing rapidity, and did that 
' “ which his forefathers had not done, nor his fathers 
“fathers.” 

'Pidemy either Surrendered himself, or fell into 
the hands 6f Antiochus, who at first treated him 
with kindness; had but one table with him ; seemed 
to be greatly concerned fon>his welfare, and left him 
the peaceable possession of bis kingdom, reserving to 
himself Pelusium, which was the key of it. For 
4iitiochus assumed this appearance of friendship 
wflfc ad Othef' view than to have the better dpportu- 


* Dan. xi. 40. ‘ Ver- 41. . 

* Ver. 43. 4 In Excerpt. Vales, p. 310. 


* Ver. 40. 

* Dan. xi. 24 
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uity of ruining him. f They thatfeed of the portion 
“ of his meat shall destroy him.” 

Antiochus did not make a long stay in Egypt at 
that time; the news which was brought of the general 
revolt of the Jews, obliging him to march against 
them. , ° 

In the mean time, the inhabitants of Alexandria, 
offended at Philometor few having concluded an al¬ 
liance with Antiochus, raised Euergetes, his younger 
brother, to the throne in his stead. 

Antiochus, who had aclvice of wha thad passed 
in Alexandria, took this opportunity to return into 
Egypt, upon pretext of restoring the dethroned 
monarch, but in reality to make himself absolute 
master of the kingdom. 


Antiociius’s third Expedition into Egypt. 

* “ And both these kings’ hearts shall be to dp 
“ mischief; and they shall speak lies at one table- 
“ but shall not prosper : for yet the end shall be at 
“ the time appointed. 

Then shgll he-(Antiochus) return into his land 
“ with great riches.” 

Antiochus’s third expedition could scarce be 
pointed out more elearly. That prince, hearing that 
the Alexandrians had raisfed Euergetes |o the throne, 
returned to Egypt upon the specious pretence of re- 
sl or ’ n £> Philometor: 1 Per hontsthm speciem majorit 
Ptolemai reducendi in regnum. After having over¬ 
come. the Alexandrians in a sea-fight at Pelusium, 
he laid siege to Alexandria. But Adding tip in¬ 
habitants made a strong “opposition, he was chn- 
tented *itb making himself again faster of the rest 
in the nam 1 of his nephew, id whose be¬ 
half he pretended to ftai/e drawn the sword : fc Cm 


f Dm. xi. 28. « Ver. 27. “ Ver. 

■ 19. Lir. 1. xhr. n. 11. Hinron. in! 
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regnum quari skis tiiritm simulabat. They were 
then at Memphis, ate at the same table. and behaved 
towards- one another with ait the outward marks of 
a sincere friendship. The uncle seemed to have his 
nephew’s interest at heart, and the nephew to repose 
the highest confidence in his uncle; but all this was 
mere Slow and outside, both dissembling their real 
sentiments. The uncle endeavoured to crush his 
nephew; 1 Cui regnum quart mis viribus simulabat, 
ut mox victorem aggredqretur; and the nephew, 
who saw through this design, voluntatis ejus non 
ignarus, strove immediately to be reconciled to his 
brother. Thus did neither “ prosper,” in deceiving 
of the other: Nothing was yet determined, and Antio- 
chus returned into Syria. 

Antiochus’s fourth Expedition into Egypt. 

ra “ At the time appointed he shall return and come 
“ toward the South, but it shall not be as the former, 
“ or as the latter. 

n “ For the ships of Chittira shall come against 
“ him* Therefore he shall be. grieved and return, 
“ and have indignation against the hdly covenant.” 

Advice being brought Antiochus, that the two 
brothers were reconciled, he threw off the mask, 

S declared publicly, that, he intended to conquer 
pt for bitpself'. . And, to support his pretensions, 
,( returned towards the Sbutb,” ’ that is, into 
Egypt but was not so successful in this expedition 
as before. ° As he was advancing forward to besiege 
Alexandria, PopUius and* the other Roman ambas¬ 
sadors, who were on board a fleet composed of 
Macedonian or Greek ships, (for this the Hebrew 
fcord Chittijn sigmas,) which they found at Delos, 
obliged him to lay down his arms, and leave JSgypt. 
He obeyed j but l< was grieved and returned, and 
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“had, Indignation against the holy covenant,” and the 
city and temple a Jerusalem, as. will be presently' 
seen. 

Had the prophet been eye-witness to this event, 
would it have been possible for him to point it out in 
a clearer and more exact manner ? 


II. Cruel persecution's exercised by An.tio- 

c»us against the Jews, and foretold bt 

THE PROPHET DANIEL. 

I have mentioned and explained, in another place, 
the account which Daniel the prophet gives of Alex¬ 
ander the Great’s reign, and those of his four suc¬ 
cessors. 

T “ Behold a he-goat came from the West, on the 
“face of the whole earth, and touched not the 
“ ground.” Is it possible to denote more plainly the 
rapidity of Alexander’s conquests ?~‘ 1 “ The he-goat 
“ waxed very great; and when he was strong, the great 
“ horn was broken; and for it came, up fo,ur notable 
“ ones towards the four winds‘of heaven.” These 
are Alexander’s fouraf^ ’ssors. r “ And out of one 
‘ of them came forth a little horn, which waxed ex- 
“ceeding great, toward jhe South’, and toward the 
“ East, and toward the pleasant laqd.” This is 
Antioehus.Epiphanes, who gained several victories 
towards the South and the East, and who strongly 
opposed the army of the Lord and the Jewish peo¬ 
ple, of whom God was the.strength and the protector. 

The prophet afterwards .points out the war which 
Epiphanes proclaimed aijainst the people of tjOD, 
the, priests Of the LorO, ms laws and his tetaple. 

* “ And it waxed great, (the horn,) even to the host 
“ ofheayen, and it cRst down some of the host, and 
“ of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon 
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w 'tbfe#ti ’Yet, be magnified IdBiself emn to the 
**■ptitmttot the host {wG&d): dnd by him the daily 
“ sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanc- 
“ taafy was ca«t down. 'And a host was given 
** htih against the daily sacrifice by reason of trans- 
“ gression, and it cast down die truth to the ground, 
“ and ft practised and prospered.” 

Daniel gives still greater extent to the same pro¬ 
phecy in m Seventh chapter, 

* “ His heart shall he against the, holy covenant: 
“ and he shall do exploits.—-He shall return, and have 
M indignation against the holy covenant.” 

r During thh siege of Alexandria, a report bad 
prevailed that AnUochus was dead, and the Jews 
had heen accused of expressing great jay at it. He 
thereupon marched to their city, stormed it, and 
exercised eU the barbarity that his fury could sug¬ 
gest. About forty # thousand men were killed in die 
compass of three days, and the same number sold as 
slaves. Aatiochus went into the temple, polluted it, 
and carried off all the vessels, treasures, and rich 
ornaments.' 

\ * After Popilius had forced him to leave Egypt, 
he tamed the fury with which he was” inflamedupon 
that occasion against the Jews. He sent Apollonius 
into Judaea, with orders to kill all the men capable of 
hearing arms, and to sell'tiie women and children. 
Acceringiy, Apollonius made dreadfol havoc in Jeni- 
salem, set fire to dm city, beat down the walk, rod 
carried the women and children into captivity. 

“ * He shall return, and have intelligence with them 
‘‘that forsake the holy covenant. And arms shall 
stand on his part, and they *h«ll pollute the sane* 
tuary of strength, and shall take away the dally 
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“sacrifice, end they shall set up foe abomination 
** that maketb desolate. And such as do wickedly 
“ against the covenant, shall he corrupt by flatteries.' 

‘Antiochus deelare'd openly for ail tbosewho should 
renounce the law. Having published an ordinance by 
which all the Jews in general were commanded, upon 
paiu of death, to change their religion, he seat some 
officers to Jerusalem, ordering them to pollute the 
temple, and abolish the worship of the Moat ffigfrr 
They accordingly dedicated this temple to Jupiter 
plympius, and placed his statue in it. They raised 
in every part of the city profane temples and altars, 
where they forced the Jews to offer sacrifices, and eat 
of meats sacrificed to idols. Many, from the dread 
of the torture, seemed to comply in all things re¬ 
quired of them; and even prompted others to imitate 
their dissimulation in order to countenance their base 
apostasy. 

-■ e y And such as do wickedly against the covenant, 
“ shall he (Antiochus) corrupt by flatteries; but thf 
“ people that do know tbeir God, shall be strong and 
“ do exploits.” This manifestly points at old Elea* 
m, the seven Maccabees, and tlieir mother, and a 
great number* of other Jews, who courageously 
Opposed the impious orders of the king. 

* “ And they that understand among the people, 
“ shaU instruct many: yet they shall foil py the 
“ sword, and by flame, by captivity, bad by spoil, 
“ many days,” This relates chiefly to Mattoffiias 
and his sons. 

( * “ Uow when they shall fall, they shall be boipen 
“with a little help: but srnny shall cleave to them 
ff with flatteries. ” Mattatbias and Judas Maccabeus 
supported the distressed nation, and foe almost 
nniversaMy abandoned religion, with so small a num¬ 
ber of forces, that we can consider the success which 
the Almighty gave their arms no otherwise than as a 

' 1 Ifoafofc bdfofoju • * fl b n s da w-1 , "ri, l flfo 
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: Their troops _»ew more numerous by 
a%NS^ ; ,siid ; bfter^iw foraietf a very'considerable 

• f “Ahdsomedf them of understanding Shall fall, 
*10 try thetn. and to purge, and to make them white; 
w btonfolhbtimebf the end, because it is yet for i 
^ dme'enpelnted.” The sufferings and death of those 
whq stesdfostfy refused to obey the king’s decree, was 
their glory and triumph. 

! 1 “ And the king shall *do according to his will, 
“•'and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself 
“ above every god, and shall speak marvellous things 
“ against the God oT gods, and shall prosper till the 
“ indignation (of God) be accomplished: for that that 

is determined shall be done. 

4 ’‘ “ Neither shall he regard the goa or ms fathers, 
“ nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for 
“ he shall magnify himself above, all.” 

Epiphanes ridiculed all religions. He plundered 
the teftiples.of Greece, and wanted to rob that of 
'Elymais. He exercised his impious fury chiefly 
alpihst Jerusalem and the Jews, and almost without 
any resistance: The Almighty seemed to wink for a 
time at all the abominations'which were committed 
in his temple, till his wrath against his people was 
satisfied; 

1 M jBuf tidings out of . the East, and out of the 
tf North, shall trouble him: therefore he Shall gb' forth 
” ‘wWi'^eeat fury to destroy, and utterly to txxbdie 
“ away many.” 

An&oehus was troubled when news wta brought 
him. that the provinces of thfe East, and Artaxias nng 
of Ainsenia towards the-North, were in arths, ana 
Jjoing tothrowoff hi»*yoke. 

* ! "Tacithb* tefishs, that When Antioches had formed 

. .f * Ver. $?. ^Yar.44. 

" * Jufatei denari tuperititionem el mom Greeconm dare 
adnuau, mimimt teterrimem gattem m mtUut mutoret, Parthonm 
itSv prcd&iM «f: item «* fempetuu* Amtete d&fj&m, * focit. 
L v. fc #.. 
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^f^r<je»tbe Jewstochange their reljgkjfM 
and embrace that ,of the Greeks; ^e J^rUiiana b««k 
revolted from Antiochys. ? Before he apt out for the 
provinces on the other side of the Euphrates,; he gave 
Eysias, whom he appointed regent ofthe kingd orpin 
his absence, half his army; commanding him to ex¬ 
tirpate all the Jews,, and to settle other nations in 
their country. s . 

' " He shall plant the tabernacles of his palace [ # in 
“ Apadno] between the seas in the glorious mountain 
a [of ZabiJ; yet he shall come to his end, and none 
“ shall help him.” The former, part, of this yerse, 
which is translated literally from the ftebrew, is very’ 
difficult to be explained, because of the two words 
Apadno and Zabi, which are not to be found in the 
ancient geography., The reader knows that t do not 
take upon me to clear up these kind of difficulties. 
Porphyry, whom we have no reason to suspect^ 
imagined that, this verse alluded to Antiochus’s expe¬ 
dition .beyond the Euphrates, and to bis death, which 
happened pn that march. This is the opinion,of the 
greatest part of the interpreters,, and therefore we 
Ojugbft to be sashed with it 

The prophet therefore declares that AntioChus shall 
pitch his camp near mount Zahj (doubtless the same 
with Taba,f where, according to m Polybiu.s, he died); 
and that there “ be shall come to' ni| end,” being 
abandoned by God» and haying nope to “ help him/; 

jj*ve seen how bp d»i»c«d in the most cruel 
faonifi*, and struck with an unavailing’repentance, 
wpich only increased his torments. 

Theodoret, St. J.erocn,* and several interpreters, 
take all that the prophet Daniel speaks —-' 


Antiochus E&iohanes in a double sense, as 


k 1 Maccab. Hi. Si—39. 1 Dan. xi. 45. Polyb. in 

Excerpt. Vales, p. 145. 

* N. B. The word* between the crotchets in this verse are net 
in our English,translation of the Bibtfe. 

- + T*ba, according to Polybius, was in Persia; and, in Farata- 
cena, according to Quintus Curtius. 
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Antichrist. It b certain that tltfs prince, who was 
equally impious and cruel, is one of the most sensi* 
We, is well as most expressive, types of that enemy 
of Christ JeSus and our holy religion. 

It is impossible for us, whilst we are reading this 
prophepy, not to be prodigiously struck when we see 
the justness and accuracy with which tlie prophet 
traces the principal characteristics of a king, whose 
history is so much Wended with that of the Jews; and 
we perceive evidently, thaf for this reason the Holy 
Spirit, either entirely omitting, or taking only a trans¬ 
ient notice of the actions of other much more famous 
princes, dwells so long on those of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes. 

With what certainty does Daniel foretel a multitude 
of events, so very remote, and which depended on 
so many arbitrary circumstances! How manifestly did 
the Spirit, which presented futurity to his view, shew 
it him aS present, and itt as clear a light, as if he had 
Seen it #ith his bodily eyes! Db not the divine autho¬ 
rity of tile Scriptures, and, by a necessary conse¬ 
quence, the certainty of the Christian religion, become, 
by such proofs, in a manner, palpable add self-evi¬ 
dent? 

No prophecy was ever fulfilled in so clear, so per¬ 
fect, and so incontrovertible a manner as this. Por¬ 
phyry,* the psofessed enemy of the Christian religion, 
as well as of the Holy Scriptures both of the Old and 
New Testament, being infinitely perplexed at finding 
so great a conformity between the events foretold by 
Daniel and the relations gfreo by the best historians, 
did not- pretend to deny this conformity, for that 
would have been repugnant to plain sense, and deny¬ 
ing the shining of the sun at noon-day. However, he 
took another course, in order to undermine the autho¬ 
rity of the Scriptures. He himself laboured, by citing 
«U the historians extant at that time, and which are 

' * Porphyry was a learned heathen, born at Tyre, A. D. 233, 
tuft wrote a rbry voltimihotra treatise against the Christian reli- 
mo. 
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since lost, to shew* at great length, that whatever is 
written in' the eleventh chapter of Daniel, happened 
exactly as foretold by that prophet; and he inferred 
from this perfect uniformity, that so, exact a detail of 
so great a number of events, could not possibly have 
been written by Daniel so many years before they 
happened; and that this work must certainly have 
been written by some person who lived after Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, and borrowed Daniel’s name. 

In this contest between the Christians and Heathens, 
the former would indisputably carry their cause, could 
they be able to demonstrate, by good proofs, that 
Daniel’s prophecies were really Written by him. 
Now this they proved unanswerably, by citing the 
testimony of a whole people, I mean the Jews; 
whose evidence could not be suspected nor disallow¬ 
ed, as they were still greater enemies to the Christian 
religion than the Heathens themselves. The reve¬ 
rence they had for the sacred writings, of which Pro¬ 
vidence had appointed them the depositaries and 
guardians, was carried to such a pitch, that they 
would have thought hiitf a criminal and sacrilegious 
wretch who should have attempted only to transpose 
a single word* or change one letter in them; What 
idea then would they have entertained of that man 
who should pretend to introduce any supposititious 
boob among them? Stich are the witnesses who 
attested the genuineness of Daniel’s prophecies. 
And were ever proofs so convincing, or cause so 
victorious? *“Thy testimonies are very sure—0 
“ Lord, for ever/ 


* Pttlfcciii.5. 
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This twentieth book contains three articles. In the 
first, the history of Perseus, the last king of Mace¬ 
donia, is related. He reigned eleven years, and 
was dethroned in the year of the world 3836. 
The second article goes on from the defeat of Per¬ 
seus to the ruin of Corinth, which was taken and' 
burnt in the year of the *world 3858, and includes 
something more than twenty-one years. The third 
* article contains the history of Syria and that of 
Egypt, which are generally joined together. That 
of Syria comprises almost a hundred years from 
Antiochus pupator, son of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
to Antiochus Asiaticus, under whom-Syria became 
part of the Roman empire, that is to say, from the 
year of the world 3840 to 3939. The history of 
Egypt includes also one hundred' years, from the 
twentieth year of Ptolemy Philometor, till the ex¬ 
pulsion of Ptolemy Auletes; that is, from the year 
of the world 3845 to the year Sf}46. 

ARTICLE I. 

This article contains eleven years, being the dura¬ 
tion of the reign of Perseus, the last king of Mace¬ 
donia, from the year of the world 3826 to 3837. 
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Sect., I. J. J erseus prepares secretly for a war against 
the Romans. He endeavours a reconciliation with 
the Jehceans in vain. His secret measures not 
unknown at Rome. Eumenes arrives there, and 
informs the senate of them. Perseus attempts io 
rid himself of that prince, first by assassination, 
and afterwards by poison. The Romans break 
with Perseus, Different opinions and dispositions 
of the kings and states „ in regard to the Macedo¬ 
nian war. After several embassies on both sides, 
the war is declared in form. 

The death of Philip’ happened very opportunely for a. M. 
suspending the war against the Romans, and giving 3826. 
them time to prepare tor'it. That prince had formal Ant - J - c - 
a strange design, and had already begiin to put it in 
execution : this was to bring a considerable body of 
troops, both horse and foot, from European Sarma- 
tia, which now forms part of Poland. Certain Gauls 
had settled near the mouths of the Rorysthenes, now 
called the Nieper, and had taken the name of Bas- 
tarnae, That people were neither accustomed to till 
the earth, to feed cattle, nor to engage in commerce: 
they lived by war, and sold their services to any peo¬ 
ple that would employ them. After they had passed 
the Danube, Philip was tohave settled them upomthe 
lands of the Dardanians, whom he h»4 resolved ut¬ 
terly to exterminate •, because, being very near neigh¬ 
bours of Macedonia, they never failed to take every 
favourable occasion for making inroads into it. The 
Bastarme were to leave their, wives and children in 
this new settlement, and to piarch into Italy, in order 
to enrich themselves with the booty they were in hopes 
of making there. Whatever the success-might be, 

Philip conceived he should find great advantages in 
it: If it should happen that the Bastamae were con¬ 
quered by tbe Romans, be should easily be consoled 
for their defeat in seeing himself delivered from jhis 
dangerous neighbours, the Dardanians,,by their means ; 

’ Liv. 1. xJ. n. 57 , 59 . Orot. L iv. c.20. 
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and if their irruption into Italy succeeded, whilst tho 
Romans were employed in repulsing these new ene¬ 
mies, Ire should have time to recover all be had tost 
in Greece. The Bastamas were already upon their 
inarch, and were considerably advanced, when they 
received advice of Philip’s death. This news, ana 
several accidents that befel them, suspended their 
first design, and they dispersed into different parts. 
Anfigouus, whom Philip intended for his successor, 
had been employed against his will in negociating this 
affair. At his return, Perseus put him to death; and 
to secure himself the better on the throne, sent am¬ 
bassadors to the Romans, to demand that they would 
renew with him the alliance they had made with his 
fcher, and that the senate would acknowledge him 
lung. His able intent was to gain time. 

A. M. Part of the Bastarnas p had pursued their march, and 

3829. were actually at war with the Dardanians. The Ro> 
Al, i 75 C raana t0 °^ U0J hrage at it. Perseus excused himself 

by bis ambassadors, and represented that he had not 
sent for them, and had no share in their enterprise. 
The senate, without making any further enquiry into 
the affair, contented themselves with,,advising him to 
take care that he observed inviolably the treaty made 
with the Romans. The Bastarnae, after having gained 
some advantages at first, were at length reduced, the 
greatest part r of them at least, to return into their own 
country. It is said, that having found the Danube 
froaen over, in endeavouring to pass it, the ice broke 
under them, and a great number of them were swal¬ 
lowed op in the river. 

A.M. It pas known at Rome* that Perseus bad sent 

3830 . ambassadors to Carthage, and that the senate had 
Ant. J. C. given them audience in the night, in the temple of 

174 JEsculapius. It was thought proper to send ambas- 
sadoramto Macedonk to observe the conduct of that 
prates. He had lately reduced the * Dotopians, who 

» Freimbem. hi Liv. ’ Liv. 1. *fi. n. 27—29. 

wDotapk «nu i eegien ef Sfcemijr, upas the confines of 
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refused to obey hwtt* by force of arms. After that 
expedition he advanced towards Delphi, upon pre¬ 
tence of consulting the oracle; but in reality, as it was 
believed; of having an opportunity to make the tour of 
Greece, and negociate alliances. This journey at 
first alarmed the whole country, and occasioned so 
general a consternation, that even £umenes aid not 
think himself safe in Pergamus. But Perseus, as 
soon as he had consulted the Oracle, returned into 
his own kingdom, passing through Phthiotis, Adiaia; 
and Thessaly, without committing any hostilities in 
his march. He afterwards sent either ambassadors or 
circular letters to alt the states through which he had 
passed, to demand that they would forget such sub¬ 
jects of discontent as they might have had under the 
reign of his father, which ought to be buried in bis 
grave. 

His principal attention was to reconcile himself 
with the Aehseans. Their league, and the city of 
Athens, had carried their hatred and resentment so 
high against the Macedonians, as by a decree to pro¬ 
hibit all intercourse with them. This declared enmity 
gave the slaves,*vho fled froth Acbaia, the opportunity 
Of retiring into Macedonia, where they found anassurea 
asylum, and knew they should not be followed or 
claimed after that genefal interdiction. Perseus 
caused all these stoves to be seised, and sent them 
back to the Achaeans, with an obliging letter, in which 
he exhorted them to take effectual methods for pre¬ 
venting their slaves from makmg his dominions their 
{dace of refuge any longpf. 'ibis was tacitly 'de¬ 
manding, the re-establish mept of their ancient inter¬ 
course. Xenanchus, who was at that time in office, 
and desirous of making his court to the king, seconded 
his demand very strongly, and was supported by those 
who were most solicitous for recovering their slaves. 

Callicrates, one of the principal persons of the 
assembly, who was convinced .that the safety of toe 
league consisted in toe inviolable observance Of toe 
treaty concluded with the Romans, represented, that 
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%j^0QE^»ation with Macedonia^avas a direct infrac- 
kingdom we* waking psepara- 
wWfifo. declare ,war against Home as soon .as pos- 
He concluded- that it was necessary to leave 
tilings in theirpresent condition, till time should as¬ 
certain whether their fears were just or not. That 
if Macedonia continued in peaoe with Rome, it would 
be time enough when that appeared, to re-establish 
an intercourse with them; without which, a re-union 
would be precipitate and dangerous. 

Acron, Xenarchus’s brother, who spoke after 
Callicrates, did his utmost to, prove that such terrors 
were without foundation; that foe question did not 
relate to the making of a new treaty and alliance with 
Perseus, and much less to coming to a rupture with 
tfe Romans, but solely to reverse a decree, for which 
the injustice of Philip might have given room, but 
whiph Perseus,, who had no share in his father’s con¬ 
duct, was. undoubtedly far from deserving. That that 
prince could not but be assured that in case of a war 


A.M. 
3331 . 
Ant. J. C. 
173 . 


against foe Romans, foe league,would not fail to de¬ 
clare for them. “ But (added he) , whilst the peace 
^subsists, jf animosities and dissensions are not made 
■ to cease entirely, it is at leastreasonable to suspend 
“ .theau and to.let them sleep for- a while.” 

Nothing Ups concluded in this assembly. As it 
vjfas taken amiss that foe king had contented himself 
wifo only sendipg foem a letter; he afterwards sent 
amhaw^^ foft^ assumbly, which had been sum- 
moiied ^fiegalopohs,; But those who apprehended 
ghjng Staie offence* used such effectual means that 
they were rtfused audieace. 

The ambassadors r sent by the senate into Mace* 
at their return, that they could not 
to the king, , upon pretence that be was 



abfioad, and sometimes indisposed; two 
, equally folse*. That for the rest it ap- 
Phfirpd plainly, foat gjeat preparations were making 
it was reasonable to expect it 


Iiv. 1, alii, s. 2, S, 6. 
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Would speedily break out. They gave an account 
also of the state in which they found i'Etolia; that it 
was in great commotion frdm donifeStic divisions,' 

Which theviolence of two con tefiding parties had car¬ 
ried to the utmost excess ; and that their authority 
had not been capable of uniting and appeasipg the 
persons at the head of them. 

As Rome expected a war with Macedonia, prepa¬ 
rations were made for it by the religious ceremonies, 
which amongstthe Romani always preceded*declam-i 
tkms of war; that is to say, by expiation of prodi¬ 
gies, and various sacrifices offered to the gods. 

Marcellus was one of the ambassadors whom the 
senate had sent into Greece. After having appeased 
to the utmost of his power the troubles of iEtolia, he 
went into Peloponnesus^ where be had caused the as¬ 
sembly of the Achseans to be summoned; He ex¬ 
tremely applauded their zeal, in having constadtly 
adhered to the decree, which prohibitedall intercourse 
with the kings of Macedonia. This was an open 2 de¬ 
claration of what the Romans thought with regard 
to Perseus. 

That prince yas incessantly soliciting the Grecian 
cities, by frequent embassies and magnificent promises, 
far exceeding his power to perform. They weresuf-, 
ficiently inclined in his favour, and far more than in 
that of Eumenes, though* the latter hgid rendered 
great services to most of those cities; and those who 
formed part of his dominions would no* have changed 
condition with such as were entirely* free. ' There 
was, however, no comparison between the twO-prinCes 
in point of character and manners. Perseus waewt- 
terly infamous for his crimes and cruelties. Hw waS 
accused of having murdered his wife with hfauown 
hands, after foe death of his father; ofbavfng made 
away with Apelles, whose aid be hadused in de¬ 
stroying his brother; and of having ed{Unfitted man^ 
other murders, both withip and,without his kin^piWUft 
On foe contrary, Eumenes had rendered bnttS^C 
esteemed by bis tenderers for bis brothers !ttd re- 
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fattens | by his justice in governing his subjects ; end 
by ids generous propensity to do good and to serve 
Others. Notwithstanding this difference of charac¬ 
ter* they gave Perseus the preference; whether it was 
that toe ancient grandeur of the Macedonian kings 
inspired then) with contempt for a state whose origin 
was wholly recent, and whose birth they had wit¬ 
nessed ; or that the Greeks heal some change in view; 
or because they were pleased with having some sup¬ 
port in him to hold the Romans in respect. 

Perseus' was particularly attentive in cultivating 
the amity of the Rhodians, and in separating them 
from the side of Rome. It was from Rhodes that 
Laodice, the daughter of Seleucus, went to share the 
Macedonian throne with Perseus, by marrying him. 
The Rhodians had fitted him out as fine a fleet as 
could be imagined. Perseus had furnished the ma¬ 
terials, and gave gold ribands to every soldier and 
seaman who came with Laodice, A sentence passed 
by Rome in favour of the Lycians against the people 
of Rhodes, had extremely exasperated the latter. 
Perseus endeavoured to take advantage of their re¬ 
sentment against Rome to attach them to himself. 
A.M. The 1 Romans were not ignorant of the measures 
A * t 83 j 2- C . taken by Perseus to bring over the states of Greece 
ns. ’ into bis views 5 Rnmenes came expressly to Rome 
to inform large of his proceedings. He was 

received there with all possible marks of distinction. 
Me declared that, besides his desire to pay his ho¬ 
mage to toe. gods and men, to whom he owed an 
establishment winch left him nothing to wish, he bad 
undertaken this voyage expressly to advise the senate 
in person to be 14100 their guard against toe enter¬ 
prise* of Perseus. That that prince had inherited 
bto father’s ^hatred bar the Romans as well as bis 
mrnwn, rad omitted no preparations far a war which 
bebeiasvedto a manner fallen to him in right of sue- 
omrira.. That the long peace Macedonia had «n- 
jeyed, supplied him with toe means oftaking isune- 
1 P 0 k 3 rfc.Legat.ix. lxL t Liv.L sSli. a, 1L-4L 
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reus andformidable.troops; that he bad a rich and 
powerful kingdom; that he was himself in the flower 
of his youth, full of ardour for military expeditions* 
to which he had been early inured in the sight ana 
under the conduct of his father, and in which he had 
since much exercised himself, in different enterprises 
against his neighbonrs. That he was highly con¬ 
sidered by the cities of Greece and Asia, though it 
was impossible to say by what sort of merit he bad 
acquired that influence, unless it were by bis enmity 
for the Romans. That he was upon as good terms 
with powerful kings. That he had espoused the daugh¬ 
ter of Seleueus, and given his sister in marriage to 
Prusias. That he had found means to engage the 
Boeotians in his interest,—a very warlike people, 
whom his father had never been able to bring over; 
and that, but for the opposition of a few persons well 
affected to the Romans, he certainly would have re¬ 
newed the alliance with the Achtean confederates. 

That it was to Perseus the Italians applied for aid in 
their domestic troubles, and not to the Romans. 

That, supported by these powerful allies, he made 
such preparations for war himself, as put him into a 
condition to dispense with any foreign aid. That he 
had thirty thousand foot, five thousand horse, and pro¬ 
visions for ten years. That, besides his immense an¬ 
nual revenues from the mifles, he had eqough to pay 
ten thousand foreign troops for a like number of years, 
without reckoning those of his own kingdom. Thai 
he had laid up in his arsenals a sufficient quantity of 
arms to equip three armies as great as that he bad 
actually on foot; and that, (hough Macedonia should 
be incapable of supplying him with troops, Thrace 
(which was an inexhaustible nursery of soldiers) wn« 
at his devotion, Eumenes added, that he advanced 
nothing upon simple conjecture, but upon the certain 
knowledge of facts, founded upon the best Informa¬ 
tion. “ For the rest,” (said .he, ip concluding,) 

H having discharged the duty which my regard atid 
M gratitude for the Roman people made intfispensa- 
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“ Me* apd delivered my conscience, it ooly regains 
“ for me to implore all the gods and goddesses, that 
“ the y would inspire you with sentiments and mea- 
<« sure® consistent with the glory of your empire, and 
V the preservation of your friends and allies, whose 
**. safety depends upon, yours.” 

, Thd senators were much affected with this dis¬ 
course. Nothing that passed in the senate, except 
that king Eumenes had spoken, was known abroad, 
or suffered to take air at first.; so inviolably were 
the deliberations of that august assembly kept 
secret. 

The ambassadors from king Perseus had audience 
some days after. They found the senate highly pre¬ 
judiced against their master; and what Harpalus (one 
of them) said In his speech, inflamed them still more 
againstjhim. Jt was, that Perseus desired to be be¬ 
lieved upon his own word, when he declared he had 
neither done nor said any thing that argued an enemy. 
That, as for the rest, if he discovered that they were 
obstinately bent upon a rupture with him, he should 
know how to defend himself with valour. That the 
fortune and events of war are always hazardous and 
uncertain. 

The cities of Greece and Asia, anxious fon ihe 
effect which these embassies might produce at 
Rome, had also sent deputies thither under different 
pr$e;xt§, especially* the Rhodians, who suspected 
that Epjpepes had joined them in his accusation 
against Perseus; and they were hot deceived. In 
an abdiepce granted them, theydpveighed violently 
against. j&umenea,, reproaching, him with having 
stirred upEycia against the Rhodians, and of hav¬ 
ing, rendered himself more insupportable to Asia 
jjym Antiochus himself. This discourse was very 
l yeeaMp- , ta^tbe, Asiatic people, who secretly fe- 
er&nus; hut very much displeased the senate, 
M i jl Wd :panther effect. than to make them suspect 
a_nd hold Eumenes in higher con- 
Apia this load of conspiracy which they 
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saw fyrmed against him. He was dismissed in conse¬ 
quence with the highest honours and great presents. 

Harpalus* having returned into Macedonia with 
the utmost diligence, reported to Perseus; that he had 
left the Romans in a disposition not to defer long a 
declaration of war against him. The king was not 
displeased with his account, believing hhnsnlf in a 
condition, with the great preparations he had made, 
to support it with success. He was more particu¬ 
larly glad of a rupture witfi Eutneoes, from whom he 
suspected that Rome had heen apprised of his most 
secret measures;' and began with declaring against 
him not by the way of arms, but by that of the 
most criminal treachery. He dispatched Evander of 
Crete, the general of his auxiliary forces, with three 
Macedonians, who had already been employed by 
him upon like occasions, to assassinate that prince. 

Perseus knew that he was preparing for a journey 
to Delphi, and directed his assassins to Fraxo, a 
woman of condition, in whose house he had lodged 
when lie was in that city. They lay in ambush in a 
. defile, so Harrow that two men could not pass a- 
breast. When the long came there, the assassins, from 
the heights whfire they had posted themselves, rolled 
two great stones down upon him, one of which fell 
upon his.head, mid laid him senseless upon the earth, 
and the other wounded him considerably in the shoul¬ 
der; after which they poured a hail of lesser stones 
upon him. AU that were with him fled, except one who 
stayed to assist him. The assassins, believing the king 
dead, made off to the top of mount Parnassus. His 
officers, when they returned, found him whhout mo- 
don, and almost without life. When he came a little 
to himself, he was carried to Corinth, and from thence 
into the island of jEgma, where great care was taken 
to cure his wounds, but with so much secrecy that 
no one was admitted into ids chamber; which gave 
reason to believe him dead. That report spread even 
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to Asia. Attalus gave Credit to it too readily for a 
good brother; and looking upod himself already as 
king, was preparing to espouse the widow. Eu- 
menes, at their first interview, could not forbear 
making him some gentle reproaches upon that head, 
though he had at first resolved to dissemble his sen¬ 
timents of his brother’s imprudence. 

Perseus bad attempted at the same time to poison 
him by the means of Rammius, who had made a 
voyage into Macedonia. „He was a rich citizen of 
Brundusium, who received in his house all the Ro¬ 
man generals, foreign noblemen, and even princes, 
who passed through that city. The king put into his 
hands a very subtle poison, for him to give to Eu- 
menes when be should come to his house. Ram¬ 
mius did not dare to refuse this commission, however 
great his horror for it, lest the king should make a 
tjrial of the draught upon himself; but he set out with 
a full resolution not,to execute it Having been inf 
formed tbat Valerius was at Chalcis, upon his return 
from his embassy into Macedonia, he went to him, 
discovered the whole, and attended him to Rome. 
Valerius also carried Praxo thither along with him, 
at whose house the assassins had lodged in Delphi. 
When the senate had heard these two witnesses, after 
such black attempts they thought it unnecessary to 
deliberate longer upon declaring war against a prince 
who made use of assassinations and poison to rid him¬ 
self of his enemies, and proceeded to take due mea 
sures for the success of so important an enterprise. 

Tvy^’nnjbassies which arrived at Rome about the 
same time^gave the senate great pleasure. The first 
came from Ariarathes, king of Cappadocia, the fifth 
of (hat name. He sent the son whom he intended 
for bis successor, to Rome, to be educated there, 
from ,lus earliest infancy, in the principles of the Ro¬ 
mans, and to form himself in the great art of reign¬ 
ing, by the conversation and study of their great men; 
and he desired that the Roman people would take 
him under their ewe and tuition. The young prince 
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was received with {ill the marks of distinction that 
could be shewn him*; and the senate caused a com¬ 
modious house to be provided for him and his train 
at the expence of the public. The other embassy was 
from the Thracians, who desired to be admitted into 
the alliance and amity of the Romans. 

As soon as Eumenes x was entirely recovered, he 
repaired to Pergamus, and applied himself in making 
preparations for war with uncommon ardour, inflamed 
more than ever by the new crime of his enemy. The 
senate sent ambassadors to compliment him upon the 
extreme danger he had escaped j and dispatched others 
tit the same time to confirm the kings,* their allies, in 
their ancient amity with the Roman people. 

They had sent also to Perseus to make their com¬ 
plaints, and to demand satisfaction. These ambas¬ 
sadors, seeing they could Dot have audience, though 
many days had elapsed, set oat in order to return to 
Rome, The king caused them to be recalled. They 
represented that by the treaty concluded with Philip 
his father, and afterwards renewed with him, it was 
expressly stipulated, that be should not carry the 
war out of his own kingdom, nor attack the Roman 
people. They*then enumerated all his infractions 
of that treaty, and demanded that restitution should 
be made to the allies of all he had taken from them 
by force. The king replied only with rage and re¬ 
proaches, taxing the Romans with theif avarice and 
pride, and the insupportable haughtiness with which 
they treated kings, to whom they pretended to dic¬ 
tate laws as to their slaves. Upon their demanding 
a positive answer, he referred them to the next day, 
as he intended to give it them in writing. The sub¬ 
stance of it was, that the treaty concluded with bis 
father did not .affect liim; that if he had aeccpted it, 
it was not because he approved it, but because he 
could do no otherwise, not being sufficiently esta¬ 
blished upon the throne: that If the Romans were 


* Lir. xiii. n. 25—27. 
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lilting W alter into a new tteaty,,attd woitfd prdpbse 
reasonable Conditions, he should consider what it 
was nCbestery for him to do. The king, After har¬ 
ing delivered this Writing, withdrew abruptly • and 
thfe ambassadors declared that the Roman people 
renounced his alliance and amity. The king return¬ 
ed iri g^Cat'wrath, and told them in a menacing tone, 
that they Were to take care to quit his kingdom in 
thtee days. At their return to Rome, they reported 
thfe resdR of their embassy » and added, that they had 
Observed, in all the cities of Macedonia through which 
they passed, that great preparations were making for 
War. 

The ambassadors that had been sent to the kings 
in alliance with the Romans, reported that they found 
Rntnenes in Asia, APtfctehas m Syria, afidPtoleroy in 
Efcypty well irirtmed to the Roman people, and ready 
td dfl teVery tfchtg that should be desired Of theta. 
Thfe'seffetfe'would migrant audience to the ambas¬ 
sador OfOetftius, kihg of Illyria, who Was accused 
Of htAding intelligence with Perseus; and deferred 
hearing thdse from die Rhodians, who had also ren¬ 
dered themselves suspected, rift the pew consuls en¬ 
tered upon their office. However, not to lose time, 
Orders were given fot lifting out h fleet of fifty gal¬ 
leys, to sail as Soon as possible for Macedonia, which 
was executed without deltfy. 

A. M. p, Licinius Crassift and G. CasriusTjOrtgintis bore 
Ant 3 J C e l ecte< * consuls, and Macedonia fell by lot to Lici- 
i7i.‘ nSus. 

Not otfly Rome and Italy, but all the kings and 
cities, os well of Europe ifs Aria, had their eyes fixed 
upon Ate two great posters on the point of entering 
Into a war. ' 

. Eutesese* was animated by an ancient hatted 
against Perseus, and still mote by the new crime, 
wlioh bAd almost cost him his life hi his jourriey to 
Delphi- 

Prusias, king of fiithynia, had resolved to stand 
neuter, and waitrthe event* He flattered himself 
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that the Romans wguld apt insist upon his taking up 
arms against his wife’s brother; and hoped that, i| 
Perseus were victorious, that prince would easily 
acquiesce in his neutrality at the request of his 
sister. 

Ariarathes, king'qf Cappadocia, besides having 
promised to aid the Romans, inviolably aSbered, 
either in war or peace, to the party whjch Eumengs 
espoused, after having contracted an affinity with him, 
by giving him bis daughter in tnarriage. 

Antiochus had formed a. design to possess himself 
of Egypt, relying upon the weakness of the king’s 
youth, and the indolence and cowardice of those 
who had the care of his person and affairs. He 
imagined that he had found a plausible pretext for 
making war upon that prince, by disputing Coaler 
syria with him ; and that the Romans, employed 
in the war with Macedonia, would not obstruct hip 
ambitious designs. -He had, however, declared to 
the senate by his ambassadors, that they might dis¬ 
pose of all his forces, and bad repeated the same 
promise to the ambassadors whom the Romans had 
sent to him. 

Ptolemy, through his tender age, was incapable of 
resolving for himself. His guardian^ were' making 
preparations for the war with Antiqchus, in defence 
of jCqele-syria, and promised jtq contribute eyery thing 
in their power to aid the Romans in the Macedonian 
war. 

Masinissa supplied the Romans with corn, troops, 
and elephants, and intended to send his. sop Misa¬ 
lleges to join them. His* plan and political motives 
were the effect of his desilt to possess himself pf the 
Carthaginian territories. If the Romans conquered, 
he conceived it impossible to execute that project, 
because they would never suffer him to ruin the 
Carthaginians entirely; in whieh case he should 
continue in his present condition. If, on the con¬ 
trary, the Rom 8 # ppwer, which alone, out of policy, 
prpyenited him jfcom, extending his conquest*, apd 
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at that time supported Carthaga, should happen to 
be reduced, he expected, in consequence, to make 
himself master of all Africa. 

Gentius, king of Illyria, had only rendered himself 
much suspected by the Romans, without knowing, how¬ 
ever, which party he should choose ; and it seemed, 
that if lie adhered to either, it would be rather out of 
caprice and by chance, than from any fixed plan or 
regular project; 

As for Cotys of Thrace,* king of the Odrysse, he 
had declared openly for the Macedonians. 

Such was the disposition of the kings with regard 
to the Macedonian war. As for the states and free 
cities, the populace were universally inclined in fa¬ 
vour of Perseus and the Macedonians. The opi¬ 
nions of the persons in authority amongst those 
states and cities were divided into three classes, 
Some of them abandoned themselves so abjectly to 
the Romans, that by their blind devotion to them 
they lost all credit and authority among their citi- 
2 ens; and of these, few concerned themselves about 
the justice of the Roman government; most of them 
having no views but to their private interest, con¬ 
vinced that their influence in their cities would pre¬ 
vail in proportion to the services they should render 
the Romans. The second class was of those who 
gave entirely jnto the king’s 1 measures; some, because 
their debts and the bad state of their affairs made 
them desire a change; others, because the pomp that 
reigns in the courts of kings, upon which Perseus va¬ 
lued himself, agreed best with their own pride and 
vanity. 'A third class, which were the most prudent 
and judicious, if it were absolutely necessary to take 
either part, would have preferred the Romans’ to 
the king's; but bad it been left to their choice, 
they would have been best satisfied that neither of 
the parlies should become too powerful by reducing 
the Other ; but, preserving a kind'of equality and 
balance, should always continue in peace; because 
then one of them, by taking the weaker states under 
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its protection, whenever the other should attempt to 
oppress them, would render the condition of them all 
more happy and secure. In this kind of indeter¬ 
minate neutrality they saw, as from a place of safety, 
the battles and dangers of those who had engaged 
either in one party or the other. 

The Romans, after having according to thdir laud¬ 
able custom discharged all the duties of religion, ofr 
fered solemn prayers and sacrifices to the gods, and 
made vows for the happy success of the enterprise 
for which they had been so long preparing, declared 
war in form against Perseas, king of Macedonia, ex- 
cept he made immediate satisfaction fn regard to the 
several grievances already more than once explained 

to him. ' 

At the same time arrived ambassadors from him, 
who said that the king their master was much 
amazed at their having made troops enter Macedo- 
nia, and that he was ready to give the senate all the 
satisfaction that could be required. As it was known 
that Perseus sought only to gain time, they were an¬ 
swered, that the consul Licinius would be soon in 
Macedonia, wjth his army; and that if the king de¬ 
sired peace in earnest, he might send his ambassadors 
to him, but that be need not give himself the trouble 
of sending any more into Italy, where they would not 
be received; and for thefcselves,they were ordered to 
quit it in twelve days. 

The Romans y omitted nothing that might contri¬ 
bute to the success of their arms. They dispatched 
ambassadors on all sides to their allies, to animate 
and confirm those who persisted to adhere to them, 
to determine such as were* fluctuating and uncertain, 
and to intimidate those who appeared inclined to 
break with them. 

Whilst they were at Larissa, in Thessaly, ambas¬ 
sadors arrived there from Perseus, who bad orders 

r Uv. IxHi.d.3?, 
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toaddrbbs themselves to Marcips, one of the Ro¬ 
man ambassadors, to remind 'him of the ancient 
ties of friendship his father had contracted with king 
Philip, and to demand an interview between him 
tod their master. Mareius answered, that his fa¬ 
ther had often spoken of king Philip’s friendship and 
hospitality; and appointed a place near the river Re¬ 
news for the interview. They went thither some 
days after. The king had a great train, and was sur¬ 
rounded with a crowd of* great lords and guards. 
The ambassadors were no less attended; many of the 
citizens of Larissa, and of the deputies from other 
states, who had repaired thither, making it a duty 
to go with them, well pleased with that occasion of 
carrying home what they should see and hear. Tltey 
tod beside* a curiosity to be present at an interview 
between a great king and the ambassadors of the most 
powerful people in the world. 

After some difficulties which arose about the cere¬ 
monial, tod which were soon removed in favour of 
the Romans, who had the presidency, they began to 
confer. Their meeting was highly respectful on 
both sides. They- did not treat each,other like ene¬ 
mies/ tot rather as friends, bound by the sacred ties 
of hospitality. Marcias, who spoke first, began by 
excusing himself for -the unhappy necessity he was 
'tinder of reproaching % prince for whom he had the 
highest consideration. He afterwards expatiated upon 
all the tauses of complaint the Roman people had 
against him, and his various infractions of treaties 
with them. He insisted very much on his attempt 
upon Eumenes, and concluded with professing, that 
he should be very glad the king would supply him 
with good reasons for his conduct, and thereby en¬ 
able him to plead his cause, and justify him before tbe 
senate. ■ 

Persees, after having touched lightly upon the 
affair of Eumenes, whiph he seemed astonished that 
any one should presume to impute to him without 
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any proof, rather than to so many others of that 
prince’s enemies, entered into a long detail, and 
replied, as well as he was able, to the several heads of 
the accusation against him. “ Of this I am * assured,” 
said he, in concluding, “ that -my conscience does 
“ not reproach me with having committed any fault 
“ knowingly, and with premeditated design, against 
“ the Romans; and if I have done any thing un- 
“ warily, apprised as I how am, it is in my power t© 

“ amend it. I have certainly done nothing to de- 
“ serve the implacable enmity with which I am pur- 
“ sued, as if I had been guilty of the blackest and 
“most enormous crimes, which were neither to be 
“ expiated nor forgiven. It must be without foun- 
“ dation, that the clemency and wisdom of the Ro- 
“ man people are universally extolled, if for snch 
“ slight causes as scarce merit complaint and re- 
“ monstrance, they take up arms and make war upon 
** kings in alliance with them.” 

The result of this conference was, that Perseus 
should send new ambassadors to Rome, in order to 
try all possible means to prevent« rupture and open 
war. This was a snare laid by the artful commis¬ 
sioner for the king’s inadvertency, in order to gain 
time. He feigned at first great difficulties in comply¬ 
ing with the truce demanded by Perseus, for time to 
send his ambassadors to Rome, and seamed at last to 
accede to it only out of consideration for the king. 

The true reason was, because the Romans had not 
yet either troops or general in a condition to act; 
whereas on the side of Perseus eyery thing* was 
ready; and if he had not been amused by the 
vain hope of a peace, he might have taken the ad- 

* Ccmciut mihi mm, nihil me tcimiem deliquim:; et si quid fece- 
rim imprudent*! lajms/eanigi me et emendari cnstigutionc hac 
posse. Nihil certi inssuuthik, me quad Jtello et amispersequendum 
esse censeatis, commisi: out frustrh dementia gravitatisque resfrte 
ferma vulgata per gentes ttt l si talttmt de cams, qua vis quereld 
et expostulations digna sunt, artna capitis, et regibus saciis betla 
infertte. Li*. 




THE BISTORT OF 

vantage of a conjuncture so favourable for himself 
and so contrary to bis enemies, to bare entered upon 
action. 

. After this interview the Roman ambassadors ad¬ 
vanced into Bceotia, where there had been great 
commotions; some declaring for Perseus, and others 
for the* Romans; but at length the latter party pre¬ 
vailed. The Thebans, and the other people of Boeo- 
iia, by their example, made an alliance with the 
Romans; each by their oWn deputies, and not by the 
consent of the whole body of the nation according 
to ancient custom. In this manner the Boeotians, 
from having rashly engaged in the party of Perseus, 
after having formed, through a long course of time, 
a republic which on several occasions had preserved 
itself from the greatest dangers, saw themselves se¬ 
parated and governed by as many councils as there 
were cities in the province; all of which in the 
sequel remained independent of each other; and 
formed no longer one united league as at first. And 
this was an effect of the Roman policy, which di¬ 
vided them, to make them weak; well knowing that 
it was much easier to bring them intodheir measures, 
and subject them by that means, than if they were 
still all united together. No other cities in Bceotia, 
except (Soronsea and Haliartus, persisted in the alliance 
with Perseus v ' 

.From Bceotia the commissioners went into Pelo¬ 
ponnesus. The assembly of the Achaean league was 
summoned to Argos. They demanded only a thou¬ 
sand men, to garrison Chakas, till the Roman army 
should enter Greece: wfiich troops were ordered 
thither imoiediately. Marcius and .Atilius, having 
terminated the affairs of Greece, returned to Rome 
in the beginning of the winter. 

. About the same time Rome sent ‘new commis¬ 
sioners into the most considerable Islands of Asia, 
to exhort them to send powerful aid into the field 

* JLiv. 1. xlii. n. 4J, +8. Polyb. Legal Ixir.—fatviii. 
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against Perseus. The Rhodians signalized them* 
selves upon this occasion. He^esilochus, who was 
at that time Prytanis (the principal magistrate was 
so catted), bad prepared the people, by representing 
to them that it was necessary to efface by actions, 
and not by words only, the bad impressions with 
which Eumenes had endeavoured to inspire the 
Romans in regard to tlieir fidelity. So that upon 
the arrival of the ambassadors, they shewed them ft 
fleet of forty ships, entirely equipped, and ready to 
sail upon the first orders. This agreeable surprise 
was highly pleasing to the Romans, who returned 
from thence exceedingly satisfied with so conspi¬ 
cuous a zeal, which had even anticipated their de¬ 
mands. 

Perseus, in consequence of his interview with 
Marcius, sent ambassadors to Rome to treat there 
upon what had been proposed in that conference. 
He dispatched other ambassadors with letters for 
Rhodes and Byzantium, in which he explained 
what had passed in the interview, and deduced at 
large the reasons upon which his conduct was found¬ 
ed. He exhorted the Rhodians in particular to re¬ 
main quiet, and to wait as mere spectators till they 
saw what resolutions the Romans would take. “ If, 
“ contrary to the treaties subsisting between us, 
“ they attack me, you will be (said # he) the me- 
“ diators between the two nations. All the world 
“ is interested in their continuing to live in peace, 
“ but it behoves none more than you to endeavour 
“ to reconcile them. Defenders not only of your 
“ own, but of the liberty of all Greece, the more zeal 
“ and ardour you have for so great a good, the 
“ more ought you to be upon your guard against 
“ every one who should attempt to inspire you with 
“ different sentiments. You cannot but know, 


* Gum cetterorum id interetie, tumpracipui Rhodiorum, quo plus 
inter alias civitates dignitate atquc opikus cxcellant, qua serva atque 
•bnoxia fore t si nullus olid sit quSm ad Romanos respectus . Liv. 
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foe Certain means* to /educe Greeqe into 
“ Mawctcy, i^ tjp mak# >t forP«%Pt upon one pach 
“fdcbpply, withoutlpaving it any other tp have re- 
“fifWfse to.” T^e wp^asaadors were received wi{i» 
great respect; but were answered, that, in case of war, 
the king was desired pot to rely upon the Rhodians, 
ner to‘dernand any thing of them to the prejudice of 
the alliance they bad ipade with the Romans. The 
same ambassadors went also into Bceotia, where they 
bad almost as little reason <to be satisfied; only a few 
stn&U 1 citiesseparating from the Thebans to embrace 
the,kings party. 

Marcius and Atilius at their return to Romp re¬ 
ported to the senate the success of their commission. 
They dwelt particularly upon their address, ip their 
stratagem to deceive Perseus, by granting him a 
truce, which prevented him from beginning the 
war immediately with advantage, as he might have 
done, and gave the Romans time to complete thair 
preparations, and to take the held. They did nojt 
forget their dexterity in dissolving the general «sr 
sembly oftbe Jfoeotians, to prevent,their uniting with 
Macedonia by common consent t 
The greatest part of the senate expressed much 
Satisfaction in so wise a conduct, which argued pro¬ 
found policy and uncommon dexterity ip negotiation. 
But the old senators, who ‘had imbibed other princi¬ 
ples, and persevered ip their aatiept maxims, spid, 
they did not reoogmze the Roman character in such 
dealing* That their ancestors, relying more upon 
true valour than stratagem, used fo make war openly, 
and not in disguise and dnder cover; that such un¬ 
worthy artifice should be* abandoned to the Carthagi- 
and Grecians, with whom it was reckoned more 
gterions todeceire an enemy, then to conquer him with 
opaa force. That indeed stratagem sometimes, in 
the moment of action, seemed to succeed better 
than valour; but that a victory, obtained vigor- 
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ously in a battle, A^ere the force of the troops on 
each side was closely tried, and which the enemy 
could not ascribe either to chance or cunning, was of 
a much more lasting effect, because it left a .strong 
conviction of the victor’s superior force and bravery? 

Notwithstanding these remonstrances of tb^ elder 
senators, who could not relish these new maxims of 
policy, that part of the senate which preferred the 
useful to the honourable were much the majorjty 
upon this occasion, and the conduct of the two com¬ 
missioners was approved, March)* was sent again 
<vith some galleys into Greece, to regulate affairs as he 
should think most consistent with the’service of the 
public; and Atilius into Thessaly, to tab pdasesSioh 
ef Larissa, lest upon the expiration of the truce, 
Perseus should make himself master of that important 
place, thp capital of the country. Lehtulus was also 
sent to Thebe6, to have an eye upon Bosotia. 

Though the war with Perseus was resolved at Rome, 
the senate gave audience to his ambassadors. They 
repeated the same things which had been said in the 
interview with Marctus, and endeavoured to justify 
their master, principally upon the attempt he was 
accused of havingmade on the person of Putnenes. 
They were heard with little or no attention, and the 
sedate ordered them and all the Macedonians' at 
Rome to quit the city flomediately, # and Italy in 
thirty days. The consul Licinius, Who* was to com¬ 
mand in Macedonia, had orders to march as soon as 
possible with, his army. The praetor Lucretius, who 
had the command of the fleet, m tint with five and 
forty gaBeys from Naples ‘and Skived in five days at 
Cephakmm, where he waited for the arrival of the 
land foreds. 
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Sect. IL The consul Licinius and king Perseus 
take the field. They both encamp neat the river 
Peneut, at some distance from each other. En¬ 
gagement of the cavalry, in which Perseus has con- 
tidnably the advantage , and makes an ill use of 
it. He endeavours to make a peace, but ineffec¬ 
tually. The armies on both sides go into rointer 
quarters. 

mss ^ HE coo * u ^ Licinius, after having offered his vows to 
Am. J. C. g°ds in the Capitol, set out from Rome, covered 

171 . with a coat of'arms, according to the custom. The 
departure of the consuls, 'says Livy, was always at¬ 
tended with great solemnity and an incredible con¬ 
course of the people, especially upon an important 
war, and against a powerful enemy. Besides the 
interest which every individual might have in the glory 
of the consul, the citizens were induced to throng about 
him, out of a curiosity to see the general, to whose 
prudence and valour the fate of the republic was con- 
ided. A thousand anxious thoughts presented them- 
selves at that time to jtheir minds upyn the events of 
the war, which are always precarious and uncertain. 
They remembered the defeats which had happened 
through the bad conduct and temerity, and the 
victories for which they tfere indebted to the wis¬ 
dom and courage, of their generals. “ What mortal 
“ (said they) can know the fate of a consul at his de- 
“ parture: whether we shall see bim with his vic- 
“ torious army return in triumph to the Capitol, from 
“ whence he sets out, after having offered up his 
“ prayers to the gods; or'whether the enemy may not 
“ rejoice in his overthrow?” The ancient glory of die 
Macedonians; that of Philip who had made himself 
famous by his wars, and particularly by that against 
the Romans, added very much to the reputation of 
Perseus j and every body knew, that from the time of 


Li?, lib. xliL n. 49—03. 



Alexander’s successors. 17 5 

his accession 0 the crown a war had beeh expected 
from him; Full of such thoughts, the citizens incrowds 
conducted the consul out of the city. C. Claudius and 
Q. Multius, who had both been consuls, did not think 
it below them to serve in his army in quality of military 
tribunes (or, as we may now say, as colonels or bri¬ 
gadiers), and went with him; as did P. Lentulus and 
die two Manlii Acidini. The consul repaired in their 
company to Brundusium, which was the rendezvous 
of the army; and passing the sea with all his troops, 
arrived at Nymphasurn, in the country of the Apoj* 
lonians. 

Perseus, some days before, upon 'the report of 
his ambassadors who had returned from Rome, and 
assured him that there remained no hope of peace, 
held a great council, in which opinions were different. 

Some thought it necessary for him either to pay tri¬ 
bute, if required, or give up a part of bis dominions, 
if the Romans insisted upon it; in a word, to suffer 
every thing that could be endured, for the sake of 
peace, rather than expose his person and kingdom to 
the danger of entire destruction. That if a part of 
his kingdom was left him, time and chance might pro¬ 
duce favourable conjunctures, to put him in a condi¬ 
tion not only to recover all be bad lost, but even to 
render him formidable to those who at present made 
Macedonia tremble. 

The greater number were of a quite different opi¬ 
nion. They insisted, that by making cession of any 
part be must determine to lose all his kingdom. 

That it was neither money nor lands that incited the 
ambition of the Romans, btft universal empire. That 
they knew die greatest kingdoms ami most powerful 
empires were subject to frequent revolutions. 1 That 
tbey bad bumbled, or rather rained Carthage, without 
taking possession of its territories; contenting them¬ 
selves with keeping it in awe by the neighbourhood 
of Masinissa. That they baa driven Aotiocbti* 
and bis son beyond mount Taunit. That there was 
no kingdom but Macedonia that was capable of giving 
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.umbrage 1 to, or making bead against, the Roman*. 
That prudence required Per sea, whilst be was still 
master of k, seriously to consider with himself, 
adKrtber by making the Romans sometimes one con¬ 
cession, and sometimes another, be was resolved to 
see: himself.deprived of all power, expelled from his 
dominions, and obliged to ask as a favour of the Ro¬ 
mans, permission to retire and confine himself in 
Samothracia, or some other island, there to pass the 
rest of his days in contempt and misery, with 
the mortification of surviving his glory and empire; 
or whether he would prefer to hazard all the dangers 
of the war, armed as became a man of courage in 
defence of his fortunes and dignity; and, in case of 
being victorious, have the glory of delivering the uni¬ 
verse from the Roman yoke. That it would be no 
more, a wonder to drive the Romans out of Greece, 
than it, had been to drive Hannibal out of Italy. Be¬ 
sides, was it consistent for Perseus, after having op¬ 
posed his brother with all his efforts, when he at¬ 
tempted to usurp his crown, to resign it merely to 
strangers that endeavoured to wrest it out of his 
bands? That, in fine, all the world agreed, that there 
Was nothing mom inglorious than to give up empire 
without resistance, nor more laudable than to have 
need ell possible endeavours to preserve it. 

This council was held at Pella, the ancient capi¬ 
tal of Macedonia. “ Since yon think it so neces- 
“ #ary,” said the king, “ let os make war then with 
?*fre l»dp of the god«»” He gave orders at the 
same time to Ms generals to assemble ail their troops 
at Cittern, whither he vfent aeon after himself, with 
Stt She folds «f hk toart sod bis regiments of 
guards, after having «Seml a sacrifice of a beca- 
pMUbj /or a bondrad oxen^to Minerva Alcidema. 
ifefc«md the whole army assembled there, it 
(NNBtmted, iiadnding the foreign troops, to thirty- 
smte^Mtesand luot^ nf whom almost half composed 
tba fMfreiK^ and four thousand bouse. It mu 
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into Asia, no king q[ Macedonia bad commanded one 
so numerous. 

It was twenty-six years since: Philip had made 
peace with the Romans ; and as during all that time 
Macedonia had remained in tranquillity, and without 
any considerable war, there were in it great numbers 
of youth capable of bearing arms, who had already 
begun to exercise and form themselves in the wars 
which Macedonia had supported against the Thracians 
their neighbours. Philip besides, and Perseus after 
him, had lung formed the design of undertaking a war 
with tiie Romans. Hence it was that at the time we 
speak of every thing was ready for beginning it. 

Perseus, before he took the field, thought it neces¬ 
sary to harangue bis troops. He mounted his throne, 
therefore, and from thence, having his two sons on 
each side of him, spoke to them with great energy. 
He began with a long recital of ail the injuries the 
Romans had committed with regard to bis father, 
which had induced him to resolve to take up arms 
against them; but that a sudden death had prevented 
him from putting that design in execution. He added, 
that presently jfter the death of Philip, the Romans 
had sent ambassadors to him, and at the-same time 
had inarched troops into Greece, to take possession of 
the strongest places: that afterwards, in order, to 
gain rime, they had amused him during all the winter 
with deceitfulinterviews and a pretendeh truce, under 
the specious pretext of negociaring a reconciliation. 
He compared the consul’s army, which was actually 
on its march, with that of the Macedoniaoa ; which, 
in his opinion, was much*superior to the other, both* 
in the number and valour of their troops, as . well as 
in ammunition and provisions of war, collected with 
infinite care during a great number.of years. “You 
“have therefore, Macedonians,” said,.be, in con¬ 
cluding, “ only to display the same'Courage which 
“ your ancestors shewed, when, having triumphed over 
“■ all Europe, they crossed into’ Asia, and set no other 
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" bounds to their conquests, than those of the uni- 
'* verse. " You are not now to carry your arms to the 
"extremities of the East, but to defend yourselves 
“ in the possession of the kingdom of Macedonia. 
" When the Romans attacked my father, they covered 
“ that unjust war with the specious pretence of re- 
" establishing the ancient liberty of Greece; the pre- 
“ sent they undertake without any disguise, to reduce 
" and enslave Macedonia. That haughty people can- 
“ not bear that the Roman empire should have any 
" king for its neighbour, nor that any warlike nation 
" should have arms for their defence. For you may 
.** be assured, if you refuse to make war, and will 
"submit to the orders of those insulting masters, 
" that you must resolve to deliver up your arms with 
“ your king and his kingdom to them.” 

At these words the whole army, which bad expressed 
only moderate applause for the rest of his discourse, 
raised cries of anger and indignation, exhorting the 
king to entertain the best hopes, and demanding 
earnestly to be led against the enemy. 

Perseus then gave audience to the ambassadors 
from the cities of Macedonia, who cajne to offer him 
money and provisions for the occasions of the army, 
each according to their power. The king thanked 
them in the kindest manner, but did not accept their 
offers; giving for bis reasoM, that the army was abun¬ 
dantly provided with all things necessary. He only 
demanded carriages to convey the battering-rams, 
catapokse, and other military engines. 

The two armies were now in motion. That of the 
Macedonians, after some days’ march, arrived at Sy- 
eurium, a city situated at foe foot of mount Oeta; 
foe consul’s was at Goto phi in Thessaly, after having 
surmounted the most incredible difficulties in ways 
and defiles almost impassable. The Romans them- 
selves confessed, that had foe enemy defended those 
passes; foey might easily have destroyed their whole 
•may m them. The consul advanced within three 
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miles of the country called Tripoli®, and encamped 
upon the banks of the river Peneus. 

At the same time Eumenes arrived at Chalcis, 
with his brothers Altai us and Atbenseus : Philetserus, 
the fourth, was left at Pergamus, for the defence of 
the country. Eumenes and Attalus joined the con* 
sul with four thousand foot and a thousand* horse. 
They had left Atheneeus with two thousand foot at 
Chalcis, to reinforce the garrison of that important 
place. The allies sent ako other troops, though not 
in any considerable number, and some galleys. Per¬ 
seus, in the mean time, sent out several detachments 
to ravage the neighbouring country'of Pherse, in 
hopes that if the consul should quit his camp, and 
march to the aid of the cities in his alliance, that he 
might surprise and attack him to advantage; but he 
was disappointed, and obliged to content himself with 
distributing the booty he had made amongst his sol¬ 
diers, which was very considerable, ana consisted 
principally in cattle of all sorts. 

The consul and king held each of them a council at 
the same time, in order to resolve in what manner to 
begin the war v The king, highly proud of having 
been suffered to ravage the territories of the Phersans 
without opposition, thought it adviseable to go and 
attack the Romans in their camp without loss of time. 
The Romans were very sensible, that their slowness 
and delays would discredit them very* much in the 
opinion of their allies, and reproached themselves with 
not having defended the people of Pherse. W hilst they 
were consulting upon the measures it was necessary to 
take, (Eumenes and Attains being present,) a courier 
came in upon the spur, and informed them that the 
enemy were very near with a numerous army. The 
signal was immediately given for the soldiers to stand 
to their arms, and a hundred horse were detached, 
with as many of the light-armed foot, to take a view 
of the enemy. Perseus, at ten in the morning, find¬ 
ing himself no farther from the Roman camp than a 
abort half league, made his foot halt, and advanced 
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with his horse and light-armetj, soldiers. He had 
scarce marched a quarter of a league, when he per¬ 
ceived a body of the enemy, against which he sent a 
small detachment of horse, supported by some light¬ 
armed troops. As the two detachments were very 
near equal m number, and neither side sent any fresh 
troops" to their aid, the skirmish ended without its be¬ 
ing possible to say which side was victorious. Per¬ 
seus marched back his troops to Sycurium.- 

The next day, at the same hour, Perseus advanced 
with all his troops to the same place. They were 
followed by carts laden with water, for there was none 
to be found within six leagues of the place; the way 
was very dusty, and the troops might have been 
obliged to fight immediately, fatigued as they were 
with thirst, which would have incommoded them ex¬ 
ceedingly. The Romans keeping close in their camp, 
and having withdrawn their advanced guards within 
their entrenchments, the king’s troops returned to their 
camp. They did the same several days, in hopes the 
Romans would not fail to detach their cavalry to at¬ 
tack their rear-guard, and when they had drawn them 
on far enough from their camp, and ( the battle was 
begun, that they might face about. As the king’s 
horse and light armed foot were very much superior 
to those of the Romans, they assured themselves of 
having no difficulty in defeating them. 

This first design not succeeding, the king encamp¬ 
ed nearer the enemy, within little more than two 
leagues of them. At break of day, having drawn up 
his infantry in the same place as he bad done the two 
preceding days, about a tbbusand paces from the ene¬ 
my, he advanced at the head of his cavalry and light¬ 
armed foot towards the camp of the Romans. The 
sight of the dust, which flew nearer than usual, and 
seemed to be raised by agreater number of troops, gave 
them the alarm, and the first who brought the news, 
could scarcely persuade them that the enemy was so 
near, because for several days before they had not 
appeared till ten in the morning and the sun at that 
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time wasjust rising* But when it was confirmed by 
the cries of many, who ran in crowds from the gates, 
there was no longer any room to doubt it, and the 
camp was in very great confusion. All the officers 
repaired with the utmost haste to the general’s tent, 
as the soldiers did each to his own. The negligence 
of the consul, so ill informed in the motions of an ene¬ 
my, whose nearness to him ought to have kept him 
perpetually upon his guard, gives us no great idea of 
his ability. * 

Perseus had drawn up his troops at less than five 
hundred paces from the consul’s entrenchments! 
Cotys, king of the Odrysae in Thrace, commanded 
the left, with the horse of his nation; the light-armed 
troops were distributed in the intervals of the front 
rank. The Macedonian and Cretan horse formed the 
right wing. At the extremity of each wing, the king’s 
horse and those of the auxiliaries were posted. The 
king kept the centre with the horse that always attend¬ 
ed his person; before whom were placed the slingers 
and archers, about four hundred in number. 

The consul having drawn up his foot in battle 
array within his camp, detached only his cavalry and 
light-armed troops, who had orders to form a line 
in the front of his entrenchments. The right wing, 
which consisted of all the Italian horse, was com¬ 
manded by C. Licinius Oassus, the consul’9 brother; 
the left, composed of the horse of the Grecian allies, 
by M. Valerius Levinus; both intermingled with the 
light-armed troops. Q. Mucius was posted in the 
centre with a select body of horse; and two hundred 
of the Gaulish cavalry, atid three hundred of Eume- 
nes’s troops, were drawn uj> in his front. Four hun¬ 
dred Thessalian horse were placed a little beyond the 
left wing, as a body of reserve. King Eumenes and 
his brother Attalus, with their troops, were posted in 
the space between the entrenchments and the rear 
ranks. 

This was only an engagement of cavalry, which in 
number was almost equal on both sides, and might 
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amount to about four thousand ^on each, without in¬ 
cluding the light-armed troops. The action began 
by the slings and missive weapons, which were posted 
in front, but that was only the prelude, The Thraci¬ 
ans, like wild beasts long pent up, and thereby ren¬ 
dered more furious, threw themselves first upon the 
right wing of the Romans, who, perfectly brave and 
intrepid as they were, could not support so rude and 
violent a charge. The light-armed foot, whom the 
Thracians had amongst theft), beat down the lances of 
the enetny with their swords, sometimes cutting the 
legs of the horses, and sometimes wounding them in 
their flanks. Perseus, who attacked the centre of the 
enemy, soon put the Greeks into disorder; and as they 
were vigorously pursued in their flight, the Thessalian 
horse, which, at a small distance from the left wing, 
formed a body of reserve, and in the beginning of the 
action had been only spectators of the battle, were of 
great service when that wing gave way. For those 
horse retiring gently and in good order, after having 
joined the auxiliary troops of Eumenes, gave a safe 
retreat between their ranks to those who fled and 
were dispersed; and when they saw .the enemy w as 
not warm in their pursuit, were so bold as to advance 
to sustain and encourage their own party. As this 
body of horse marched in good order, and always 
kept their ranks, the king’s tSvalry, who had broke in 
the pursuit, did not dare to wait their approach, nor 
to come to blows with them. 

Hippias and Leonatus having learnt the advantage 
gained, by toe cavalry, that the king might not lose 
so favourable an opportunity of completing the glory 
of the day, by vigorously pushing toe enemy, and 
charging them in their entrenchments, brought bn 
the Macedonian phalanx of their- own accord, and 
without orders, it appeared, indeed, that bod the 
king made the least effort, he might have rendered 
his victory complete; and in the present ardour of 
Ins troops, and terror into which they had thrown the 
Romani, the latter must have been entirely defeated. 
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Whilst he was deliberating with himself between hope 
and fear, upon what*he should resolve, Evander* of 
Crete, in whom he reposed great'confidence, upon 
seeing the phalanx advance, ran immediately to Per¬ 
seus, and earnestly begged of him not to abandon 
himself to his present success, nor engage rashly in a 
new action that was not necessary, and whesein he 
hazarded every thing. He represented to him, that 
if he continued quiet, and contented himself with the 
present advantage, he woqld either obtain honourable 
conditions of peace, or, if be should choose to continue 
the war, this first success would infallibly determine 
those, who till then had remained neuter, to declare 
in his favour. The king was already inclined to fol¬ 
low that opinion; wherefore, having praised the coun¬ 
sel and zeal of Evander, he caused the retreat to be 
sounded for his horse, and ordered his foot to return 
into the camp. 

The Romans lost two thousand of their light-armed 
infantry at least in this battle; and had two hundred 
of their horse killed, and as many taken prisoners. 

On the other side, only twenty of their cavalry and 
forty foot soldiers were left upon the field. The vic¬ 
tors returned ifito their camp with great joy, especially 
the Thracians, who, with songs of triumph, carried 
the heads of those they had killed upon the end of 
their pikesit was to them that Perseus was prin- 
cipally indebted for his victory. The Romans, on 
the contrary, in profound sorrow, kept a mournful 
silence, and, filled with terror, expected every mo¬ 
ment that the enemy would come and attack diem 
in their camp. Eumenej was of opinion, that it was 
proper to remove the camp to the other side of the 
Peneus, in order that the river might serve as an ad¬ 
ditional fortification for die troops, till tiiey had re¬ 
covered their panic. The consul was averse to taking 
that step, which, as an open profession of fear, was 

* Perseus made use of him m *tha intended assassination of 
Eameaes. 
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highly dishonourable to himself and bis army: bat* 
however, being convinced by reason, and yielding to 
necessity, he passed with his troops under cover ofthe 
night, and encamped on the other bank of the river. 

Perseus advanced the next day to attack the enemy, 
and to give them battle; but it was then too late; he 
found their camp abandoned. When he saw them 
entrenched on the other side of the river, he per¬ 
ceived the enormous error he had committed the day 
before, in not pursuing thepj immediately upon their 
defeat; but he confessed it a still greater fault to have 
continued quiet and inactive during the night. For 
without putting the rest of his'army in motion, if he 
had only detached his light-armed troops against the 
enemy during their confusion and disorder in passing 
the river, he might, without difficulty, have cut off at 
least part of their army. 

We see here, in a sensible example, to what causes 
revolutions of states, and the fall of the greatest em¬ 
pires, owe their being. There is no reader but must 
have been surprised at seeing Perseus stop short in 
a decisive moment, and let slip an almost certain oc¬ 
casion of defeating his enemy : it requires no great 
capacity nor penetration to discern sd gross a fault. 
But how came it to pass, that Perseus, who wanted 
neither judgment nor experience, should be so much, 
mistaken ? A notion is suggested to him by a man 
he confides in* It is weak, rash, and absurd. But 
God, who rules the heart of man, and who wills the 
destruction of the kingdom of Macedonia, suffers no 
other notion to prevail in the king’s breast, and re¬ 
moves every thought which might, and naturally 
ought to have induced him to take quite different 
measures. Nor is that sufficient. The first fault 
might have been easily retrieved by a little vigilance 
during the night. God seems to have laid that prince 
and ins army in a profound sleep. Not one of his 
officers has the least thought of observing the motions 
pf the enemy in the night. We see potbipg but what 
is natural ip all this: but the Holy Scripture teaches 
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us to think otherwise and we may well apply to this 
event what was said of Saul’s soldiers and officers: 
“ And no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: 
“ for they were all asleep, because a deep sleep from 
“ the Lord was fallen upon them.” 1 Sam. xxvi. 12. 

The Romans, indeed, having put the river between 
them and the enemy, saw themselves no longer in 
danger of being suddenly attacked and routed; but 
tbe check they had lately received, and the wound 
they had given the glory of the Roman name, made 
them feel the sharpest affliction. All who were pre¬ 
sent in the couhcil of war assembled by the consul, 
laid the fault upon the Attolians. It was said, that 
they were the first who took the alarm and fled; that 
the rest of the Greeks had been drawn away by their 
example, and that five of the chief of their nation 
were the first who took to flight. The Thessalians, 
on the contrary, were praised for their valour, and 
their leaders rewarded with several marks of honour. 

The spoils taken from the Romans were not incon¬ 
siderable. They amounted to fifteen hundred buck¬ 
lers, a thousand cuirasses, and a much greater num¬ 
ber of helmets, gwords, and darts of all kinds. The 
king made great presents of them to the officers who 
had distinguished themselves most; and having as¬ 
sembled the army, he began by telling them, that 
what had happened was a happy presage for them, 
and a certain pledge of what they might nope for the 
future. He made great encomiums upon the troops 
who bad been in tbe action; and in magnificent terms 
expatiated upon their victory over the Roman horse, 
in which the principal force of their army consisted, 
and which they had before believed invincible; and 
premised himself from thence a more considerable 
success over their infantry, who bad only escaped 
their swords by a shameful flight during the night; 
but that it would be easy to force the intrenchments 
in which their :fear kept them shut up. The victo¬ 
rious soldiers, who carried the*spoils of the enenies 
they bad slain upon their shoulders, heard this dis- 
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course with sensible pleasure, and promised them¬ 
selves every thing from their valour, judging of the 
future by the past. The foot, on their side, especi¬ 
ally that which composed the Macedonian phalanx, 
stimulated by a laudable jealousy, pretended at least 
to equal, if not to excel, the glory of their com¬ 
panions upon the first occasion. In a word, the 
whole army demanded, with incredible ardour, only 
to come to blows with the enemy. The king, after 
having dismissed the assembly, set forward the next 
day, passed the river, and encamped at Mopsium, 
an eminence situate between* Tempe and Larissa. 

The joy for the good success of so important a 
battle affected Perseus, at first, in all its extent. He 
looked upon himself as superior to a people, who 
themselves were so with respect to all other princes 
and nations. This was not a victory gained by sur¬ 
prise, and in a manner stolen by stratagem and address, 
but carried by open force, and the valour and bravery 
of his troops, and that in his own sight, and under his 
own conduct. He had seen the Roman haughtiness 
give way before him three times in one day: at first, 
in keeping close through fear in thfir camp; then, 
•when they ventured out of it, shamefully betaking 
themselves to flight; and, lastly, by flying again, 
during the obscurity of the night, and in finding no 
other security than by being enclosed within their 
entrenchments, the usual refuge of terror and appre¬ 
hension. These thoughts were highly soothing, and 
capable of deceiving a prince, already too much af¬ 
fected with his own merit. 

But when his first transports were a little abated, 
and the inebriating fume of sudden joy was somewhat 
evaporated, Perseus came to himself; and reflecting 
in cool blood upon all the consequences which might 
attend his victory, he tyggao to be in some sort of 
terror. The wisest of the Courtiers about him, Mak¬ 
ing advantage of so happy a disposition, ventured to 
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give him the advice ^hich his present temper made 
him capable of appreciating; this was, to make the 
best of his late success, and conclude an honourable 
peace with the Romans. They represented to him, 
that the most certain mark of a prudent and really 
happy prince, was not to rely too much uppn the 
present favours of fortune, nor abandon himself to 
the delusive glitter of prosperity. That, therefore, 
he would do well to send to the consul, and propose 
a renewal of the treaty, upon the same conditions as 
had been imposed by T. Quintius, when victorious, 
upon his father Philip. That he could not put an 
end to the war more gloriously for himself, than after 
so memmorable a battle; nor hope a more favour¬ 
able occasion of concluding a sure and lasting peace, 
than at a conjuncture when the check the Romans 
had received would render them more tractable, and 
better inclined to grant him good conditions. That 
if, notwithstanding that check, the Romans, out of a 
pride too natural to them, should reject a just and 
equitable accommodation, he would at least have the 
consolation of having the gods and men for witnesses 
of his own moderation, and the haughty obstinacy of 
the Romans. 

The king acquiesced in these wise remonstrances, 
to which he never was averse. The majority of the 
council also applauded thetn. Ambassadors were ac¬ 
cordingly sent to the consul, who gave them audience 
in the presence of a numerous assembly. They told 
him they came to demand peace; that Perseus would 
pay the same tribute to the Romans as his father 
Philip had done, and abandon all the cities, territories, 
and places, which that prince had abandoned. 

When they withdrew, the council deliberated upon 
the answer it was proper to make. The Roman firm¬ 
ness displayed itself upon this occasion in an extra¬ 
ordinary manner. It was die custom* at that time, 


* Ita turn mat erat, in advertis vultum sectmdcc fortune genre, 
modtfoi ommof in eecUndit. Liv. 
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to express in adversity ail the assurance and loftiness 
of good fortune, and to act with moderation in pro¬ 
sperity* The answer was, That no peace could be 
granted to Perseus, unless he submitted,himself and 
his kingdom to the discretion of the senate. When it 
was related to the king and his friends, they were 
strangely surprised at so extraordinary, and, in their 
opinion, so ill-timed a pride; most of them believed 
it needless to talk any further of peace, and that the 
Romans would be soon reduced to demand what they 
now refused. Perseus was not of the same opinion. 
He judged rightly, that Rome was not so haughty 
but from a consciousness of superiority; and that re¬ 
flection daunted him exceedingly. He sent again to 
the consul, and offered a more considerable tribute 
than had been imposed upon Philip. When he saw 
the consul would retract nothing from his first answer, 
having no longer any hopes of peace, he returned to 
his former camp at Sycurium, determined to try again 
the fortune of the war. 

We may conclude, from the whole conduct of Per¬ 
seus, that he must have undertaken this war with 
great imprudence, and without havipg compared his 
strength and resources with those of the Romans. 
To think himself fortunate in being able, after a sig¬ 
nal victory, to demand peace, and submit to more 
oppressive conditions tharf his father Philip had com¬ 
plied with till after a bloody defeat, seems to argue, 
that ,ne had taken his measures and concerted the 
means of success very ill; since, after a first action 
entirely to his advantage, he begins to discern all his 
weakness and inferiority, fcnd in some sort inclines to 
despair., Why then wafc he the first to break the 
peace? Why was he the aggressor? Why. was he in 
such haste? Was it to stop short at the first step ? 
How came he not; to know his weakness, till his own 
victory shewed it him? These are not the signs of a 
wise and judicious prince. 

The news of the battle of the cavalry, which soon 
spread in Greece, made known what the people 
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thought, and discovefed in its full light to which side 
they inclined. It was received with joy, not only by 
the partizans of Macedonia, bat even by most of 
those whom the Romans had obliged,, of whom some 
suffered with pain their haughty manners and in* 
solence of power. 

The praetor Lucretius at the same time was besieg¬ 
ing the city of Haliartus in Boeotia.* After, a long 
and vigorous defence, it was taken at last by storm, 
plundered, and afterwards entirely demolished. 
Thebes soon after surrendered, and then Lucretius 
returned with his fleet. 

Perseus, in the mean time, who was not far from 
the camp of the Romans, gave them great trouble; 
harassing their troops, and falling upon their foragers, 
whenever they ventured out of their camp. He took 
one day a thousand carriages, laden principally with 
sheafs of corn which the Romans had been to reap, 
and made six hundred prisoners. He afterwards at¬ 
tacked a small body of troops in the neighbourhood, 
of which he expected to make himself master with 
little or no difficulty; but he found more resistance 
than he had imagined. That small body was com¬ 
manded by a brave officer called L. Pompeius, who 
retiring to an eminence, defended himself there with 
intrepid courage, determined to die with his troops, 
rather than surrender. Hd was upon the; point of be¬ 
ing borne down by numbers, when the consul ar¬ 
rived to his assistance with a strong detachment of 
horse and light-armed foot; the legions were ordered 
to follow him. The sight of the consul gave Fom- 
peius and his troops new courage, who were eight 
hundred men, all Romans! Perseus immediately 
sent for bis phalanx; b|/t the consul did not wait its 
coming up, and came directly to blows. The Ma¬ 
cedonians, after having made a very vigorous resist¬ 
ance for some time, were at last broken and put to 
the rout. Three hundred foo$ were left upon the 
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field, with twenty-four of the beet horse, of the troop 
called the Sacred Squadron, of which the commander 
hinaSelf, Antimachus, was killed. 

The success of this action re-animated the Romans, 
and very much alarmed Perseus. After having put 
a strong garrison into Gonnus, he marched back his 
army into Macedonia. 

The consul having reduced Perrhcebia, and taken 
Larissa and some other cities, dismissed all the allies, 
except the Achaeans; dispersed his troops in Thes¬ 
saly, where he left them in winter-quarters, and went 
into Boeotia, .at the request of the Thebans, upon 
whom the people of Coronsea had made incursions. 


Sect, III. The senate pass a wise decree to put a 
stop to the avarice of the generals and magistrates, 
who oppressed the allies. The consul Marcius, 
after sustaining great fatigue, enters Macedonia. 
Perseus takes the alarm, and leaves the passes 
open: He resumes courage aftemards. Insolent 
embassy of the Rhodians to Rome. 

Nothing memorable passed the following year*. 
Hie consul Hostilius had sent Ap. Claudius into 
Illyria with four thousand foot, to defend such of the 
inhabitants 6f that country as were allies of the Ro¬ 
mans and the latter baa found means to add eight 
thousand men, raised among the allies, to his first 
body of troops. He eoeamped at Lychnidus, a city 
of the Dassarete. Near.that place was another city, 
called Uscana, which belonged to Perseus, and where 
be had r strong garrison. Claudius, upon the pro¬ 
mise which been made him of having the place 
put into his lands, in hopes of making great booty, 
approached ft with almost all his troops, without any 
order, distrust, of precaution. Whilst he thought 
least of it, the garrison made a furious sally upoti 

* lav. L xliii. b. 0,10. 
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him, put his whole army to flight, and pursued them 
s great way with dreadful slaughter. Of eleven thou¬ 
sand men, scarce two thousand escaped into the camp, 
which a thousand had been left to guard: Claudius 
returned to Lychnidus with the ruins of his army. 
The news of this loss very much afflicted the senate; 
and the more, because it had been occasioned by the 
imprudence and avarice of Claudius. 

This was' the almost universal disease of the 
commanders at that time’ The senate received va¬ 
rious complaints from many cities, as well of Greece 
as the other provinces, against the Roman officers, 
who treated them with unheard-of rapaciousness and 
cruelty. They punished some of them, redressed 
the wrongs they had done the cities, and dismissed 
the ambassadors well satisfied with the manner in 
which their remonstrances had been received. Soon 
after, to prevent such disorders for the future, they 
passed a decree, which expressed that the cities 
should not furnish the Roman magistrates with any 
thing more than what the senate expressly appointed; 
which ordinance was published in all the cities of Pe¬ 
loponnesus. • 

C. Popilius and Cn. Octavius, who were charged 
with this commission, went first to Thebes, where 
they very much praised the citizens, and exhorted 
them to continue Arm in their alliance with the 
Roman people. Proceeding afterwards to the other 
cities of Peloponnesus, they boasted every where of 
the lenity and moderation of the senate, which they 
proved by their late decree,in favour of the Greeks. 
They found great divisions in almost all the cities, 
especially among the £tolians, occasioned by two 
factions which divided them, one for the Romans, 
and the other for the Macedonians. The assembly 
of Achaia was not exempt from these divisions; but 
the wisdom of the persons of greatest authority pre- 
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vented their consequences. The advice of Archon, 
one of the principal persons of the league, was to act 
according to conjunctures, to leave no room for ca¬ 
lumny to irritate either of the contending'powers 
against the republic, and to avoid the misfortunes 
into which those were fallen, who had not been suf¬ 
ficiently aware of the power of the Romans. This 
advice prevailed; and it was resolved that Archon 
should be made chief magistrate, and Polybius 
captain-general of the horse. 

About this time, Attaius, having something to de¬ 
mand of the, Achaean league, caused the new magi¬ 
strate to be sounded; who, being determined in fa¬ 
vour of the Romans and their allies, promised that 
prince to support his suit with all his power. The 
affair in question was, to have a decree reversed, by 
which it was ordained, that all the statues, of king 
Eumenes should be removed from the public places. 
At the first council that was held, the ambassadors of 
Attaius were introduced to the assembly, who de¬ 
manded, that in consideration of the prince who 
sent them, Eumenes, his brother, should be restored 
to the honours which the republic had formerly de¬ 
creed him. Archon supported this demand, but with 
great moderation. Polybius spoke with more force, 
enlarged upon the merit and services of Eumenes, de¬ 
monstrated Jhe injustice of the first decree, and con¬ 
cluded that it was proper to repeal it. The whole as¬ 
sembly applauded his discourse* and it was resolved 
that Eumenes should be restored to alt his honours. 

It was at this time thaJJ Rome sent Popilius to An- 
tiochus Epipbanes, to prevent his enterprises against 
Egypt, which we have mentioned before. 

A. M. f The Macedonian war gave the Romans great em- 
58 j 5 ’ r fioyment. Q. Marcius Philippus, one of the two 
An j ay ' L ' consuls lately elected, was charged with it 

Before he. set out, Perseus had conceived the de¬ 
sign of taking the advantage of the winter to make 
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an expedition agaii^t Illyria, which was the only 
province from, whence Macedonia bad reason to fear 
irruptions daring the king’s being employed against 
the Romans. This expedition succeeded very hap¬ 
pily for him, and almost without any loss on bis side. 

He began with the siege of Uscana, which had. fallen 
into the hands of the Romans (it is not known how),, 
and took it, after a defence of some duration. He 
afterwards made himself master of all the strong 
places in the country, the* most part of which had 
Roman garrisons in them, and took a great num¬ 
ber of prisoners. , 

Perseus, at the same time sent ambassadors to 
Gentius, one of the kings of Illyria, to induce him to 
quit the party of the Romans, and come over to him. 

Gentius was far from being averse to it; but he ob¬ 
served* that having neither ammunition for the war, 
nor money, be was in no condition to declare against 
the Romans; which was explaining himself suffi¬ 
ciently. Perseus, who was avaricious, did not under¬ 
stand, or rather affected not to understand, his de¬ 
mand, and sent a second embassy to him without 
mention of money, and received the same answer. 

Polybius observes, that this fear of expence, which de¬ 
notes a little and mean soul, and entirely dishonours 
a prince, made many of his enterprises miscarry; and 
that if he would have sacrifiSed certain sutps, and those 
far from considerable, he might have engaged several 
republics and princes in his party. Can such a blind¬ 
ness be conceived in a rational creature! Polybius 
considers it as a punishment from the gods. 

- Perseus having led back* his troops into Macedo¬ 
nia, made them march afterwards to Stratus, a very 
strong city of iEtolia, above the gulf of Am brack. 

The people had given him. hopes, that they would sur¬ 
render it as soon as be appeared before the^walls; but 
the Romans prevented them, and threw succours into 
the place. < , 

Early in the spring the consul Marcius left Rome, 
and went to Thessaly, from whence, without losing 
VOL. vii. o 
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time, be advanced into Macedonia, fully assured that 
it was necessary to attack Perseus in the heart of his 
dominions. 

Upon the report * that the Roman army was ready 
to take the field, Archon, chief magistrate of the Acbse- 
ans, to justify his country from the suspicions and 
injurious reports that had been propagated against it, 
advised the Achaeans to pass a decree, by which it 
should be ordained, that they should march an army 
into Thessaly, and share id all the dangers of the war 
with the Romans. That decree being confirmed, 
orders were given to Archon to raise troops, and to 
make all the necessary preparations. It was after¬ 
wards resolved, that ambassadors should be sent to 
the consul, to acquaint him with the resolution of the 
republic, and to know from him where and when the 
Achaean army should join him. Polybius, our his¬ 
torian, with some others, was charged with this em¬ 
bassy. They found the Romans had quitted Thessaly, 
and were encamped in Perrhcebia, between Azorua 
and Doliche, greatly perplexed about the route it was 
necessary to* take. They followed them, in order to 
await a favourable opportunity of speaking to the 
consul, and shared with him io all the dangers he ran 
ki entering Macedonia. 

Perseus , 11 who did not know what route the consul 
would take, pad posted considerable bodies of troops 
in two places, by which it was probable he would at* 
tempt to pass. For himselfj he encamped with the 
rest of his army near Diutn, marching and counter- 
marching without any fixed object 

Marcius, after long deliberation, resolved to {hiss 
the forest that covered' the heights of Octolophus. 
He had; incredible difficulties to surmount the ways 
were sosteep and impracticable; hot he had had the 
precaution to seize an eminence, which favoured his 
passage. From hence the enemy’s camp, which was 
not distant above a thousand paces, and ail the 
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country about Diut^ and Phila, might be discovered; 
which very much animated the soldiers, who had be¬ 
fore their eyes such opulent lands, where they hoped 
to enrich themselves. Hippias, whom the king had 
posted to defend this pass with a body of twelve 
thousand men, seeing the eminence possessed by a 
detachment of the Romans, marched to meet the 
consul, who was advancing with his whole army, ha¬ 
rassed his troops for two days, and distressed them 
very much by frequent attacks. Marcius was in 
great trouble, not being able either to advance with 
safety, or retreat without shame, or even danger. He 
had no other choice to make, than to pursue with 
vigour an undertaking, formed perhaps with too much 
boldness and temerity, but which could not succeed 
without a determinate perseverance, which is often 
crowned in the end with success. It is certain that 
if the consul had had to deal with an enemy like the 
ancient kings of Macedonia, in the narrow defile 
where his troops were pent up, he would infallibly 
have received a great blow. But Perseus, instead of 
sending fresh troops to support Hippias, the cries of 
whose soldiers jn buttle he could hear in his camp, 
and of going in person to attack the enemy, amused 
himself with making useless excursions with his 
cavalry into the country about Dium, and by that 
neglect gave the Romans tin opportunity of extricat¬ 
ing themselves from the dangerous situation into 
which they had brought themselves. 

It was not without infinite pains that they effected 
this; the horses laden with their baggage sinking 
under their burdens as thej’ descended the mountain, 
and falling down at almost every step they took. The 
elephants, especially, gave them great trouble: it 
was necessary to find some new means for their de¬ 
scent in such extremely steep places. Having cleared 
a level on the snow on these declivities, they drove' 
two beams into the earth at the lower part of the rbao, 
at the distance of something more than the breadth 
of an elephant from each other! Upon those beams 
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they laid planks of thirty feet ip length, and formed 
a kind of bridge, which they covered with earth. At 
the end of the first bridge, but at some little distance, 
they erected a second, then a third, and as many more 
of the same kind as were necessary. The elephant 
passed from the firm ground to the bridge; and before 
he came to the end, they contrived to lower insensibly 
the beams that supported it, and let him gently down 
with the bridge: he went on in that manner to the 
second, and so to all the rest. It is not easy to express 
the fatigues they underwent in this pass; the soldiers 
being often obliged to roll down with their arms, be¬ 
cause it was impossible for them to keep their footing. 
It was agreed that with a handful of men the enemy 
might have entirely defeated the Roman army. At 
length, after infinite difficulties and dangers, it arrived 
in a plain, and found itself in safety. 

As the consul 1 seemed then to have happily over¬ 
come the greatest difficulty of his enterprise, Polybius 
thought this a proper time for presenting to Marcius 
the decree of the Achseans, and assuring him of their 
resolution to join him with all their forces, and to share 
with him in all the labours and dangers of this wan 
Marcius, after having thanked the Achteans for their 
goodwill in the kindest terms, told them, they might 
spare themselves the trouble , and expence that war 
would give them; that he would dispense with both; 

. and that, in the present posture of affairs, he had no 
occasion for the aid of his allies. After this discourse, 
Polybius’s colleagues returned into Achaia. 

Polybius alone continued in the Roman army, till 
the consul, having, received advice that Appius, sur- 
named Cento, had demanded of the Achaeans a body 
of five thousand men to be sent him into Epirus, 
dispatched him home with advice, not to suffer his re¬ 
public to furnish those troops, or engage in expences 
entirely unnecessary, as Appius had no reason to 
demand that aid. It is difficult, says the historian, to 
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discover the real motives that induced Marcius to tali 
in this manner. Did he wish to spare the Achaeans, 
or was he laying a snare for them; or did he intend 
to put it out of Appius’s power to undertake any 
thing ? 

Whilst the king was bathing, he was infoymed of 
the enemy’s approach. That news alarmed him ter¬ 
ribly. Uncertain what plan to pursue, and changing 
every moment his resolution, he cried out and la¬ 
mented his being conquered without fighting. He 
recalled the two officers, to whom he had confided the 
defence of the passes; sent * the gilt statues at Dium 
on board his fleet, lest they should fall into the hands 
of the Romans; gave orders that his treasures, which 
were laid up at Pella, should be thrown into the sea, 
and all his galleys at Thessalonica burnt. For him. 
self, he retired to Pydna. 

The consul had brought the army to a place from 
whence it was impossible to disengage himself with¬ 
out the enemy’s permission. The only passage for 
him was through two forests; by the one he might 
penetrate through the valleys of Tempe into Thessaly, 
and by the other, beyond Dium, enter farther into 
Macedonia; and both these important posts were 
possessed by strong garrisons whom the king had 
placed there. So that if # Perseus had only staid ten 
days without taking fright^ it had been impossible for 
the Romans to have entered Thessaly by Tempe, and 
the consul would have had no pass by which pro¬ 
visions could .be conveyed to him. For the ways 
through Tempe are bordered by such vast precipices, 
that the eye could scarce look down from them with¬ 
out dizziness. The king’s troops guarded this pass at 
four several places, of which the last was so narrow, 
that ten men, well armed, could alone have defended 
the entrance. The Romans, therefore, not being able 
either to receive provisions by the narrow passes of 

* These were the statues of the horse-soldiers killed in passing 
the Granicus, which Alexander had caused to be mada by Ly¬ 
sippus, and to be set up in Dium. 
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Tempe, nor to get through thegj, must have been 
obliged to regain the mountains from whence they 
came down, which was become impracticable, the 
enemy having possessed themselves of the eminences. 
The only choice they had left was to open their way 
into Macedonia, through their enemies, to Dium; 
which * would have been no less difficult, if the gods, 
says Livy, had not deprived Perseus of prudence and 
counsel. For in making a foss£ with intrenchments 
in a very narrow defile, at 'the foot of mount Olym¬ 
pus, he would have absolutely shut them out, and 
stopped them §hort. But in the blindness into which 
his fear had thrown the Jung, he neither saw nor put 
in execution any of the various means in his power 
to save himself, but left all the passes of his king¬ 
dom open and unguarded, and took refuge at Pydna 
with precipitation. 

' The consul perceived aright, that he owed his 
safety to the king’s timidity and imprudence. He 
ordered the praetor Lucretius, who was at Larissa, 
to seize the posts bordering upon Tempe, which Per¬ 
seus had abandoned, in order to secure a retreat in 
case of accident; apd sent Popilius t® take a view of 
the passes in the way to Dium. 'When he was in¬ 
formed that the ways were open and unguarded, he 
marched thither in two days, and encamped his army 
near the temgle of Jupiter,'*in the neighbourhood, to 
prevent its being plundered. Having entered the 
city, which was full of magnificent buildings, and well 
fortified, he was exceedingly surprised that the kiqg 
had abandoned it so easily. He continued his march, 
and made himself master’of several places, almost 
without any resistance. But the farther he advanced, 
the less provisions he found, and the more the dearth 
increased; which obliged him to return to Dium. 
He was also reduced to quit that city, and retire to 
Phila, where the pnetor Lucretius bad informed him 

* Shwd nisi Hi mattem regi ademiuent, iptvm ingentis djficut- 
tatit era. Ur. 
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be might find provisions in abundance. His quitting 
Diura suggested to*Perseus, that it was now time to 
recover by his courage what he had lost by bis fear. 

He repossessed himself therefore of that city, and 
soon repaired its ruins. Popilius, on his side, be¬ 
sieged and took Heraclea, which was only a quarter 
of a league distant from Phila. 

Perseus, having recovered his fright and resumed 
his spirits, would have been very glad that his orders 
to throw his treasures at Pella into the sea, and burn 
all his ships at Thessalonica, had not been executed. 
Andronicus, to whom he had given the latter order, 
had delayed obeying it, to give time* for the repent¬ 
ance which might soon follow that command, as in¬ 
deed it happened. Nicias, with less precaution, had 
thrown all the money he found at Pella into the sea. 

But his fault was soon repaired by divers, who brought 
up almost the whole money from the bottom of the 
sea. To reward their services, the king caused them 
all to be put to death secretly, as well as Andronicus 
and Nicias; so much was he ashamed of the abject 
terror to which he had abandoned himself, that he 
could not beaj; to have any witnesses or traces, of 
it in being. 

Several expeditions passed on both sides by sea 
and land, which were neither of much consequence 
nor importance. • 

When Polybius k returned from hi£ embassy into 
Peloponnesus, Appius’s letter, in which he demanded 
five thousand men, had been received there. Some 
time after, the council which was assembled at Sicyon, 
to deliberate upon that affair, gave Polybius great 
perplexity. Not to execute the order he had re¬ 
ceived from Mardus, had been an inexcusable fault. 

On the other side, it was dangerous to refuse the Ho¬ 
mans the troops they might have occasion for, and of 
which the Achaeans were in no want To extricate 
themselves in so delicate a conjuncture, they had re¬ 
course to the decree of the Roman senate, that pro* 

* Polyb. Legal, iwviii. 
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bilrited their paying any regard to the letters of the 
generals, unless an order of the senate was annexed to 
them, which Appius had not sent with his. It was his 
opinion, therefore, that before any thing was sent to 
Appius, it.was necessary to inform the consul of his 
demand, and to wait for his decision upon it. By 
that means, Polybius saved the Achseans an expence, 
which would have amounted to more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand crowns. m 
In the mean time' arrived at K6me ambassadors 
from Prusias, king of Bithynia* and also from the 
Rhodians, in favour of Perseus. The former ex¬ 
pressed themselves very modestly, declaring that 
Prusias had constantly adWred to the Roman party, 
and should continue todb so during the war; but that 
having promised Perseus to employ his good offices in 
his behalf wklUtof: Romans, in order to obtain a peace, 
he desired, if it were possible, that they would grant 
him that favour, and make such use of his mediation 
as they should think convenient. The language of 
the Rhodians was very different. After having set 
forth, in a lofty style, the services they had done the 
Raman people, and ascribed to themselves the great¬ 
est share in the victories they had obtained, and 
especially in that over Antiochus, they added, that 
whilst the peace subsisted between the Macedonians 
and Romans, they had negociated a treaty of alliance 
with Perseus; that they had suspended it against their 
will, and without any subject of complaint against the 
king, because it had pleased the Romans to engage 
them- on their side; that during the three years 
which this war had continued, they had 'suffered 
many inconveniences from it; that their trade by sea 
being interrupted, the island found itself in great 
straits, from the reduction of its revenues, and other 
advantages arising from commerce; that being no 
longer able to support such considerable losses, they 
had sent ambassadors into Macedonia, to king Per- 
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seus, to inform him that the Rhodians thought it ne¬ 
cessary that he should make peace with the Romans, 
and that they were also sent to Rome to make the 
same declaration; that if either of the parties refused 
to accede to so reasonable a proposal, the Rhodians 
should know what they had to do. 

It is easy to judge in what manner so vain and pre¬ 
sumptuous a discourse was received. Some historians 
tell us, that all the answer that was given to it was, 
to order a decree of the senate, whereby the Carians 
and Lycians were declared free, to be read in their 
.presence. This was touching them to the quick, and 
mortifying them in the most sensible* part, for they 
pretended to an authority over both those nations. 

Others say, the senate answered in few words : that 
the disposition of the Rhodians, and their secret in¬ 
trigues with Perseus, had been long known at Rome; 
that when the Roman people should have conquered 
him, of which they expected advice every day, they 
should know in their turn what they had to do, and 
should then treat their allies according to their re¬ 
spective merits. They made the ambassadors, how¬ 
ever, the usual, presents. 

The consul Q. Marcius’s letter was then read; in 
which he gave an account of the manner he had en¬ 
tered Macedonia, after having suffered incredible dif¬ 
ficulties in passing a very narrow defile. He added, 
that by the wise precaution of the praetor, he bad 
sufficient provisions for the whole winter; having re¬ 
ceived from the Epirots twenty thousand measures of 
wheat and ten thousand of barley, for which it was 
necessary to pay their rftabassadors then at Rome. 

That it was also necessafy to send him clothes for 
the soldiers; that he wanted two hundred horses, 
especially from Numidia, because there were none 
of that kind in the country where he was. All these 
articles were exactly and immediately executed. 

After this they gave audjence to Onesimtis, a 
Macedonian nobleman. He 'had always advised the 
king to maintain peace; and putting him ia mind 
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hibited their paying any regard to the letters of the 
generals, unless an order of the senate was annexed to 
them, which Appius had not sent with his. It was his 
opinion, therefore, that before any thing was sent to 
Appius, it.was necessary to inform the consul of his 
demand, and to wait for his decision upon it. By 
that mfeans, Polybius saved the Achseans an ex pence, 
which would have amounted to more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand crowns. 

In the mean time* arrived at Rome ambassadors 
from Prusias, king of Bithynia, and also from the 
Rhodians, in favour of Perseus. The former ex¬ 
pressed themselves very modestly, declaring that 
Prusias had constantly adhered to the Roman party, 
and should continue to do so during the war; but that 
having promised Perseus to employ his good offices in 
his behalf with the Romans, in order to obtain a peace, 
he desired, if it were possible, that they would grant 
him that favour, and make such use of bis mediation 
as they should think convenient. The language of 
the Rhodians was very different. After having set 
forth, in a lofty style, the services they had done the 
Roman people, and ascribed to themselves the great¬ 
est share in the victories they had obtained, and 
especially in that over Antiochus, they added, that 
whilst the peace subsisted between the Macedonians 
and Romans, they had negotiated a treaty of alliance 
with Perseus fthat they had suspended it against their 
will, and without any subject of complaint against the 
king, because it had pleased the Romans to engage 
them- on their side; that during the three years 
which this war had continued, they had ‘suffered 
many inconveniences from it; that their trade by sea 
being interrupted, the island found itself in great 
straits, from the reduction of its revenues, and other 
advantages arising from commerce; that being no 
longer able to support such considerable'losses, they 
bad sent ambassadors into Macedonia, to king Per- 
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seus, to inform him that the Rhodians thought it ne¬ 
cessary that he should make peace with the Romans, 
and that they were also sent to Rome to make the 
same declaration; that if either of the parties refused 
to accede to so reasonable a proposal, the Rhodians 
should know what they had to do. 

It is easy to judge in what manner so vain and pre¬ 
sumptuous a discourse was received. Some historians 
tell us, that all the answer that was given to it was, 
to order a decree of the senate, whereby the Carians 
and Lycians were declared free, to be read in their 
.presence. This was touching them to the quick, and 
mortifying them in the most sensible* part, for they 
pretended to an authority over both those nations. 

Others say, the senate answered in few words: that 
the disposition of the Rhodians, and their secret in¬ 
trigues with Perseus, had been long known at Rome; 
that when the Roman people should have conquered 
him, of which they expected advice every day, they 
should know in their turn what they had to do, and 
should then treat their allies according to their re¬ 
spective merits. They made the ambassadors, how¬ 
ever, the usual, presents. 

The consul Q. Marcius’s letter was then read; in 
which he gave an account of the manner he had en¬ 
tered Macedonia, after having suffered incredible dif¬ 
ficulties in passing a very narrow defile. He added, 
that by the wise precaution of the praetor, he had 
sufficient provisions for the whole winter; having re¬ 
ceived from the Epirots twenty thousand measures of 
wheat and ten thousand of barley, for which it was 
necessary to pay their tftnbassadors then at Rome. 

That it was also necessary to send him clothes for 
the soldiers; that he wanted two hundred horses, 
especially from Numidia, because there were none 
of that kmd in the country where he was. All these 
articles were exactly and immediately executed. 

After this they gave audience to Onesimiis, a 
Macedonian nobleman. He'had always advised the 
king to maintain peace; and putting him in mind 
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that hie father Philip, to the last day of his life, had 
caused his treaty with the Romans to be constantly 
read to him twice every day, he bad admonished him 
to do as much, if not with the same regularity, at 
least from time to time. Not being able to dissuade 
him from the war, he had begun to withdraw himself 
from his councils, under different pretexts, that he 
mi|ht not be witness to the resolutions taken in them, 
which he could not approve. At length, seeing him¬ 
self become suspected, and tacitly considered as a 
traitor, be bad taken refuge amongst the Romans, 
and had been of great service to the consul. Having 
uiade this relation to the senate, they gave him a very 
favourable reception, and provided magnificently for 
his subsistence. 


Sect. IV. Paulus JEmilius chosen consul. He sets 
out for Macedonia with the prcetor Cn. Octavius, 
who commanded the fleet. Perseus solicits aid on 
all sides. His avarice is the cause of his losing 
considerable allies. The prwtor Anicius's victories 
in Illyria. Paulus AEmilius's celebrated victory 
over Perseus near the city of Pydna. Perseus 
taken with all his children. The command of 
Paulus JEmilius in Macedonia prolonged. Decree 
of the senate granting liberty to the Macedonians 
and Illyrians. Paulus JEmilitu, during the winter 
quarters , visits the most celebrated cities of Greece. 
Upon his return •to Amphipolis he gives a great 
feast. He marches for Rome. On his way he 
suffers his army to plunder all the cities of Epirus. 
He enters Rome in triitmph. Death of Perseus. 
Cn. Octavius and L. Anicius have also the honour 
a triumph decreed them. 
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world were anxious to know upon whom so impor¬ 
tant a choice would fell, and nothing else was talked 
of in all con venations. They were not satisfied with 
the consuls who had been employed for three years 
against Perseus, mid had very ill sustained the honour 
of the Roman name. They called to mind the famous 
victories formerly obtained over his father Philip, 
who had been obliged to sue for peace; over Anti- 
ochus, who was driven beyond mount Taurus, and 
forced to pay a great tribute; and, what was still 
more considerable, over Hannibal, the greatest gene¬ 
ral that had ever appeared as their enemy, or perhaps 
in the world, whom they had reduced to quit Italy 
after a war of more than sixteen years’ continuance, 
and conquered in his own country almost under the 
very walk of Carthage. The formidable preparations 
made by Perseus, and some advantages gained by him 
in the former campaigns, augmented the apprehension 
of the Romans. They plainly discerned that it was 
no time to confer the command of the armies by fac¬ 
tion or favour, and that it was necessary to choose a 
general for his wisdom, valour, and experience; in a 
word, one capable of conducting so important a war 
as that now upon their hands. 

All the world cast their eyes upon Paulus iEmilius. 

There are times when distinguished merit unites the 
voices of the public; and* nothing is more grateful 
than such a judgment, founded upon tfie knowledge 
of a man’s past services, the army’s opinion of his ca¬ 
pacity, and the state’s pressing occasion for his valour 
land conduct. Paulus ALmilius was near sixty years 
old: but age, without impairing his faculties in the 
least, had rather improved them with maturity of wis¬ 
dom and judgment; more necessary in a general than 
even valour and bravery. He had been consul thirteen 
years before, and had acquired general esteem during 
his administration. Bet the people repaid his ser¬ 
vices with ingratitude, having refused to raise him 
again to the same dignity, though he had solicited it 
with sufficient ardour. For several years he had led 
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a private and retired life, solely employed in the edu¬ 
cation of his children, in which no father ever suc¬ 
ceeded better, nor was more gloriously rewarded for 
his care. All his relations, all his friends, urged him 
to comply with the people’s wishes in taking" upon 
him the consulship: but believing himself no longer 
capable of commanding, he avoided appearing in 
public, kept himself at home, and shunned honours 
with as much solicitude as others generally pursue 
them. However, when Hfe saw the people assemble 
every morning in crowds before his door, that they 
summoned him to the Forum, and exclaimed highly 
against his obstinate refusal to serve his country, he 
acceded at last to their remonstrances; and appearing 
amongst those who aspired to that dignity, he seemed 
less to receive the command of the army, than to give 
the people the assurance of an approaching and com¬ 
plete victory. The consulship was conferred upon 
him unanimously; and, according to Plutarch, the 
command of the army in Macedonia was assigned to 
him in preference to his colleague, though Livy says 
it fell to him by lot. 

It is said, that on the very day that he was elected 
general in the war against Perseus, at his return 
home, attended by all the people, who followed to 
do him honour^he found his daughter Tertia, at that 
time a little infant, cryir% bitterly. He embraced 
her, andr fesked her the cause of her tears. Tertia, 
hugging him with her little arms, “ Do you not know 
“ then, father,” said she, “ that our Perseus is dead ?” 
She spoke of a little dog she had brought up, called 
Perseus. “ And at a very good time, my dear 
“ child,” stud Paulus jEmilius, struck with the word; 
“ I accept this omen with joy.” The ancients car¬ 
ried their superstition with respect to this kind of for¬ 
tuitous occurrences very high. 

•The manner” in which Paulus JEtnilius prepared 
for the war he was charged with, gave room to judge 

*'LW. 1. xfiv. D. 18—22. Flut ia Paul. JEmii. p. 260. 
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of the success to be expected from it. He demanded, 
first, that commissioners should be . sent into Mace* 
donia to inspect the army and fleet, and to make 
their report, after an exact enquiry, of the numher 
of troops which were necessary to be added both by 
sea and land. They were also to inform themselves, 
as near as possible, of the number of the Icing’s 
forces; where they and the Romans actually lay ; if 
the latter were encamped in -the forests, or had en¬ 
tirely passed them, and were arrived in the plain ; 
upon which. of the allies they might rely with cer¬ 
tainty ; which of them were dubious and waver¬ 
ing; and whom they might regard as declared ene¬ 
mies; for how long time they had provisions, and) 
from whence they might be supplied with them either 
by land or water; what had passed during the last 
campaign, either in the army by land, or in the fleet. 
As an able and experienced general, he thought it 
necessary to enter fully into this detail; convinced 
that the plan of the campaign upon which he was 
about to enter, could not be formed, nor its opera¬ 
tions concerted, without a perfect knowledge of all 
these particulars. The senate highly approved these 
wise measures, and appointed commissioners, with 
the approbation of Paulus iEmilius, who set out two 
days after. 

During their absence, aadience was given the am¬ 
bassadors from Ptolemy and Cleopatra, king and 
queen of Egypt, who brought complaints to Rome 
of the unjust enterprises of Antiochus, king of Syria; 
which have been before related, t 

The commissioners made extraordinary dispatch. 
Upon their return, they reported that Marcias bad 
forced the passes of Macedonia, to get entrance into 
the country, but with more danger than utility: that 
the king was advanced into Pieria, and in actual 
possession of it: that the two camps were very near 
each other, being separated only, by the river Eai- 
peus: that the king avoided a* battle, and that .the 
Roman army was . neither in a condition to oblige 
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him to fight, nor to force his tines: that in Addition 
to tbC other inconveniences, a very severe winter had 
happened, from which they suffered exceedingly in 
that mountainous country, and’ were entirely pre¬ 
vented from acting; and that they had only provi¬ 
sions for six days: that the army of the Macedonians 
was supposed to amount to thirty thousand men; 
that if Appins Claudius had been sufficiently strong 
in the neighbourhood -of Lychnidus, in Illyria, he 
might have acted with good effect against king Gen- 
tius; but that Claudius and his troops were actually 
in great danger, unless a considerable reinforcement 
were immediately sent him, or he ordered directly to 
qok the post he then occupied. That after having 
visited the camp, they had repaired to the fleet: that 
they had been told, that part of the crews were dead 
of diseases ; Chat the rest of the allies, especially 
those of Sicily, were returned home; and that the 
fleet was entirely in want of seamen and soldiers; 
that those who remained had not received their pay, 
and bad no clothes ;- that Eumenes and his fleet, after 
having just shewn themselves, disappeared immedi¬ 
ately, without any cause that could bp assigned; and 
that it seemed his inclinations neither could nor ought 
to be relied on; bet that as for his brother Attalus, 
his goodwill was not to be doubted. 

Upon this report of the commissioners, after Paulus 
flLmilhiB had given his opinion, the senate decreed 
that he should set forward without loss Of time for 
Macedonia, with the praetor Cn. Octavius, who had 
the command of the fleet, and L. Anicius, another 
praetor, who' was to' suebeed Ap. Claudius in his 
post near Lychnidus, itf Illyria. The number of 
troops which each of them was to command, was 
regulated in die’ following manner. 
l The troops of whkth the army of Paulus jEmilius 
consisted, amounted to twenty-five thousand eight 
hundred men ; that is, two Roman legions, each 
composed of six thousand foot and three hundred 
bwee p art many of the infantry of toe iallaiyaltiee. 
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and twice the number of horse. He had, besides, 
six hundred horse raised in Gallia Cisalpina, and 
some auxiliary troops from the allies of Greece and 
Ask. The whole, in all probability, did not amount 
to more than thirty thousand men. The prcetor Ani¬ 
cius was to have also two legions; but they consisted 
of only five thousand foot and three hundred horse 
each; which, with ten thousand of the Italian allies 
and eight hundred horse, composed the army under 
him of twenty-one thousand two hundred men. The 
troops that served on board the fleet were five thou¬ 
sand men. These three bodies together made fifty- 
six thousand two hundred men. 

As the war which they were preparing to make this 
year in Macedonia seemed of the utmost conse¬ 
quence, every precaution was taken that might con¬ 
duce to the success of it. The consuls and people 
had the choice of the tribunes who were to serve in 
it, and each commanded in his turn an entire legion. 
It was decreed that none should be elected into this 
employment but such as had already served, and 
Paulus vEmilius was left at liberty to choose out of 
all the tribunes such as he approved for his army: he 
had twelve for the two legions. 

It must be allowed that the Romans acted with 
great wisdom upon finis occasion. They had, as we 
have seen, unanimously cttosen as consul and general, 
the person ampngst them who wps indisputably the 
greatest captain of his time. They bad resolved that 
no officers should be raised to the post of tribune, but 
such as were distinguished by their merit, experience, 
and capacity, instanced iff real service; advantages 
that are not always the effect of birth or seniority, 
to which indeed the Romans paid little or no regard. 
They did more: by a particular exception, compati¬ 
ble with republican government^ Paulas JEmilius was 
left at entire liberty to choose such of file tribunes as 
he thought fit; well knowing the great importance of 
a perfect union between file general and the officers 
who serve under him, in order to insure the exact 
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Rod punctual execution of the qpmmands of tlie for¬ 
mer, who is in a manner the soul of the army, and 
ought to direct all its motions, which cannot be done 
without the best understanding between them, founded 
in a love for the public good, with which neither in¬ 
terest^ jealousy, nor ambition, are capable of inter¬ 
fering.' 

After all these regulations were made, the consul 
Paulus JEmilius repaired from the senate to the 
assembly of the people, tb whom he spoke in this 
manner. “ You seem to me, Romans, to have ex- 
“ pressed more joy when Macedonia fell to my lot, 
“ than when I was elected consul, or entered upon 
“ that office; and to me your joy seemed to be oc- 
“ casioned by the hopes you conceived that I should 
“ put an end, in a manner worthy of the grandeur 
“ and reputation of the Roman people, to a war, 
“ which, in your opinion, has already been of too 
“ long continuance. I have reason to believe,, that 
“ the same gods,* who have occasioned Macedonia 
“ to fall to my lot, will also assist me with their pro- 
“ tection in conducting and terminating this war suc- 
“ cessfully: but of this I may venture to assure you, 
“ that I shall do my utmost not to fall short of your 
“ expectations. The senate has wisely regulated every 
“ thing necessary for the expedition with which I am 
“ charged; and, as l am ordered to set out immedi- 
“ ately, in which I shall make no delay, I am con- 
“ vinoedthat my colleague, C. Licinius, out of his great 
“ zeal for the public service, will raise and march off 
“ the troops appointed for me, with as much ardour 
“ ami expedition as if the/ were for himself. I shall 
“ take care to remit to ybu, as well as to the senate, 
“ an exact account of all that passes; and you may 
M-rely upon the certainty and truth of my letters: 

- “hut I begof you, as a great favour, that you will not 
‘ ‘gtveered it to, or attribute consequence by your cre- 

. ■*# 8 fu 4 received opinion m ail ages and nations, that the 
Difipity presides over chance. 
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“ dulity to the -vague and unauthenticated reports 
“ which are frequently spread abroad.- I perceive 
“ well, in this war, more than any other, that with 
“ whatever resolution people may determine to disre- 
“ gard these rumours, they will not fail to make an 
“ impression, and inspire some degree of discourage- 
“ ment. There are those, who in company, and even 
“ at table, command armies, regulate the disposition 
“ of the forces, and prescribe all the operations of the 
“ campaign. They know* better than we where we 
“ should encamp, and what posts it is necessary for 
“ us to seize; at what time, and by what defile, we 
“ ought to enter Macedonia; where It is proper to 
“ establish ur magazines; from whence, either by 
“ sea or land, we are to bring provisions; when we 
“ are to fight the enemy, and when lie still. They 
“ not only prescribe what is best to be done, but for 
“ deviating ever so little from their plans, they make 
“ it a crime in their consul, and cite him before their 
“ tribunal. But know, Romans, this is a great impe- 
“ diment with your generals. All have not the reso- 
“ lution and constancy of Fabius, to despise imper- 
“ tinent reports. He could choose rather to suffer 
“ the people upon such rumours to invade his- autho- 
“ rity, than to ruin the business of the state in order 
“ to secure to himself their good- opinion, and an 
“ empty name, f am far from believing that generals 
“ stand in no need of advice: I think, on the contrary, 
“ that whoever would conduct every thing alone, 

upon his own opinion, and without consulting the 
“ judgment of others, shews more presumption than 
“ prudence. But some mfcy ask, How then shall we 
“ act reasonably? By not sufferingany persons to ob- 
“ trude their advice upon your generals, but such as 
“ are, in tbe first place, versed in the aft of war, and 
“ have learned from experience what it is to com- 
“ roand; and in the secood, who are upon tbe spot* 
“ who know the^enemy, are witnesses in person to 
“ all, that passes, npd sharers: With us in all dangers. 

“ If there be any one who conceives himself capabl* 
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“ of assisting me with bis counsels m the war you have 
“ charged me with, let him hot refuse to do the 
“ republic that service, but let him go with me into 
“ Macedonia ; a ship, horses, tents, provisions, shall 
“ all be supplied him at my charge. But if he will not 
“ take so much trouble, and prefers the tranquillity 
“ of the city to the dangers and fatigues of the field, 
“ let him not take upon him to hold the helm, and 
“ continue idle in port. The city of itself supplies 
“ sufficient matter of discourse on other subjects ; 
<f but as for these, let it be silent, and know, that we 
“ shall pay no regard to any counsels, but such as 
“ shall be given us in the camp itself.” 

Tins discourse of Paulus JEmilius, which abounds 
with reason and good sense, shews that men are the 
same in all ages of the world. People have an in¬ 
credible itch for examining, criticizing, and con¬ 
demning the conduct of generals, and do not observe, 
that by so doing they act in manifest contradiction to 
reason and justice: to reason; for what can be more 
absurd and ridiculous, than to see persons, without 
any knowledge or experience in war, set themselves 
up for censors of the most able generals, and pronounce 
with a magisterial air upon their actions ? to justice; 
for the most experienced can stake no certain judg¬ 
ment without being upon the spot; the least circum¬ 
stance of time, place, disposition of the troops, secret 
orders not divulged, befog capable of making an ab¬ 
solute change fo the general rules of conduct. But 
we must not expect to see a failing reformed, that has 
its source in the curiosity and vanity of human na¬ 
ture; and generals would do wisely, after the ex¬ 
ample of Pauhaa /Emilios, to despise these city re¬ 
ports, and crude opinions of idle people, who have 
nothing ehe to do, and have generally as little judg¬ 
ment as business. 

Paulas iEnoibus, afterbarfing'dncharged, according 
to custom, the duties of religion, set out for Macedo¬ 
nia, wkh the prwtor Cm Octavius, towhom the com- 
■Mad of tsba fleet hod beets allotted. 
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Whilst they were employed at Rome in making 
preparations for the war, Perseus, on his side, had not 
been asleep. The fear of the approaching danger 
which threatened him, having at length got the bet¬ 
ter of his avarice, he agreed to give Gentius, king of 
Illyria, three hundred talents of silver, (that is, three 
hundred thousand crowns,) and purchased his alliance 
at that price. 

He sent ambassadors at the same time to Rhodes, 
convinced that if that inland, very powerful at that 
time by sea, should embrace his party, Rome would 
be very much embarrassed. He sent deputies also 
to Eumenes and Antiochus, two very potent kings, 
and capable of giving him great aid. Perseus did 
wisely in having recourse to these measures, and in 
endeavouring to strengthen himself by such supports; 
but he entered upon them too late. He ought to 
have begun by taking those steps, and to have made 
them the first foundations of his enterprise. He did 
not think of putting those remote powers in motion, 
tiil he was reduced almost to extremity, and his af¬ 
fairs were almost absolutely desperate. It was rather 
calling in spectators and associates of his ruin, than 
aids and supports. The instructions which he gave 
his ambassadors were very solid and forcible, as we 
shall soon see; but he should have made use of them 
three years sooner, and Have waited their effect, be¬ 
fore he embarked, almost alone., in the war against 
so powerful a people, and one that had so many re¬ 
sources in case of misfortune. 

The ambassadors had the same instructions for 
both those kings. They* represented to them, that 
there was a natural enmity between republics and 
monarchies. That the Roman people attacked the 
kings one after another, said, what added extremely 
to the indignity, that they employed the forces of the 
kings themselves to rain them in succession. That 

* Liv. I. Jrtiv. n. 2S—29. Polyb. Legat Imxv.— ksxrii. 
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they had crushed his father by the assistance of At¬ 
tains ; that by the aid of Eumenes, and, in some mea¬ 
sure, by that of his father Philip, Antiochus bad been 
subjected, and that at present they had armed Eu¬ 
menes and Prusias against himself. That after the 
kingdom of Macedonia should be destroyed, Asia 
would f>e the next to experience the same fate; of 
which they had already usurped a part, under the 
specious pretext of re-establishing the cities in.their 
ancient liberty; and that Syria’s turn would soon fol¬ 
low. That they had already begun to prefer Prusias' 
to Eumenes by particular distinctions of honour, and 
bad deprived Antiochus of the fruits' of his victories 
in Egypt. Perseus requested of them, either to in¬ 
duce the Romans to give Macedonia peace; or, if they 
persevered in the unjust design of continuing the war, 
to regard them as the common enemy of all kings. 
The ambassadors treated with Antiochus openly, and 
without any reserve. 

In regard to Eumenes, they covered their voyage 
with the pretext of ransoming prisoners, and treated 
only in secret upon the real cause of their mission. 
There had passed already several conferences, at dif¬ 
ferent times and places, upon the same subject, which 
had begun to render that prince very much suspected 
by the Romans. It was not that Eumenes desired in 
reality, that Perseus should be victorious against the 
Romans; the enormous power he would then have 
had, would have given him umbrage, and highly 
alarmed his jealousy; neither was he more willing to 
declare openly against him, or to make war upon him. 
Rut, in hopes to see the two parties equally inclined 
to peace; Perseus, from his fear of the misfortunes 
which might befall him; the Romans, from being 
weary of a war spun out to too great a length; he 
desired to become the mediator of a peace between 
them, and to make Perseus purchase his mediation, 
or at least his inaction and neutrality, at a high price. 
Tha| .was already agreed upon, and was fifteen hun¬ 
dred talents (fifteen hundred thousand crowns). The 
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only difference thatjremained, was in settling the time 
for the payment of that sum. Perseus w as for wait¬ 
ing till the service was performed, and in the mean 
time offered to deposit the money in Samothracia. 
Eumenes did not believe himself secure in that, be¬ 
cause Samothracia depended on Perseus; and there- 
fore he insisted upon immediate payment of'part of 
the money. This broke up the treaty. 

He failed likewise in another negociation, which 
might have been no less irf his favour. He had caused 
a body of Gauls to come from the other side of the 
Danube, consisting of ten thousand horse and as 
many foot, and had agreed to give ten pieces of gold 
to each horseman, five to the infantry, and a thou¬ 
sand to their captains. I have observed above, that 
these Gauls had taken the name of Bastarnse. When 
he received advice that they were arrived upon the 
frontiers of his dominions, he went to meet them 
with half his troops, and gave orders, that in the towns 
and villages, through which they were to pass, great 
quantities of corn, wine, and cattle, should be pro¬ 
vided for them; he had presents for their principal 
officers, of horses, arms, and jackets; to these he 
added some money, which was to be distributed 
amongst a small number: he imagined he should gain 
the multitude by this bait. The king halted near the 
river Axius, where he Encamped with his troops. 

He deputed Antigonus, one of the Macedonian 
lords, to the Gauls, who were about thirty leagues 
distant from him. Antigonus was astonished when 
he saw men of prodigious stature, skilful in all the 
exercises of the body, add in handling their arms; 
and haughty and audacioifs in their language, which 
abounded with menaces and bravadoes. He set oftj 
in the best terms, the orders his master had g lven 
for their good reception wherever they passed, and 
the presents he had prepared for them: after which 
he invited them to advance to a certain place be men¬ 
tioned, and to send their principal officers to the 
king. The Gauls were not a people to be put off with 
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words. Qondicus, the general^ and king of these 
strangers, came directly to the point; and asked, 
whether he had brought the sum agreed on. As no 
answer was given to that question, “ Go,” said he, 
“ and let your prince know, that till he sends the 
“ hostages and sums agreed on, the Gauls will not stir 
“ from hence.” The king, upon the return of his de¬ 
puty, assembled his council. He foresaw what they 
would advise; hut, as he was a much better guardian 
of his money than of his kingdom, to disguise his 
avarice, he expatiated upon the perfidy and ferocity 
of the Gauls; adding, that it would be dangerous to 
give such numbers of them entrance into Macedonia, 
from which every thing was to be feared, and that 
five thousand horse would be sufficient for him. 
Every body perceived that his sole apprehension was 
for his money; but ftobody dared to contradict him. 
Antigonus returned to the Gauls, and told them his 
master had occasion for no more than five thousand 
horse. Upon which they raised an universal cry 
and murmur against Perseus, who had made them 
Come so far merely to insult them. Clondicus hav¬ 
ing asked Antigonus again, whether he had brought 
the money for the five thousand horse; as the deputy 
sought for an evasion, and gave no direct answers, 
the Gauls grew furious, and were just going to cut 
him in pieces, and he himsblf was under terrible ap¬ 
prehensions. ‘However, they paid respect to his 
quality of deputy, and dismissed him u ithout any ill 
treatment of his person. The Gauls marched away 
immediately, resumed their route to the Danube, and 
plundered Thrace in their way home. 

Perseus, with so considerable a reinforcement, 
might have given the Romans great trouble. He 
Could have detached those Gauls into Thessaly, where 
they might have plundered the country, and taken 
die strongest places. By that means, remaining 
quiet about the river Enipeus, lie might have put it 
cut of the power of the Romans either to have pene¬ 
trated into Macedonia, of which he might have barred 
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the entrance with his troops, or to have subsisted any 
longer in the country, because they could have drawn 
no provisions as before from Thessaly, which would 
have been entirely laid waste. The avarice by which 
he was governed, prevented his making any use of so 
great an advantage. 

The same vice made him lose another of the same 
nature. Urged by the condition of his affairs, and 
the extreme danger that threatened him, he had at 
length consented to give .Gentius the three hundred 
talents, which he had demanded for more than a year, 
for raising troops and fitting out a fleet. Paotanclrus 
had negociated this treaty for the king'of Macedonia, 
and had begun by paying the king of Illyria ten talents 
(ten thousand crowns) in part of the sum promised 
him. Gentius dispatched his ambassadors, and w ith 
them persons in whom he could confide, to receive 
the money. He directed them also, when all should 
be concluded, to join Perseus’s ambassadors, and to 
go with them to Rhodes, in order to induce that re¬ 
public to form an alliance with them. Pantauchus had 
represented to him, that if the Rhodians came into it, 

Rome would not be able to make head against the 
three powers united. Perseus received those ambas¬ 
sadors with ail possible marks of distinction. After 
the interchange of hostages, and the taking of oaths 
on both sides, it only remained to deliver the three 
hundred talents. The ambassadors and agents of the 
Illyrian repaired to Pella, where‘the money was told 
down to them, and put into chests, under the seal of 
the ambassadors, to be conveyed into Illyria. Per¬ 
seus had covertly given orders to tl»e persons charged 
with this convoy, to march slowly, and by short 
journeys, and when they arrived upon the frontiers of 
Macedonia to stop for his further orders. During 
all this time, Pantauchus, who had remained at the 
court of Illyria, pressed the king with great earnest¬ 
ness to declare against the Romans by some act of 
hostility. In the mean while arrived ambassadors 
from the Romans, to negociat* an alliance with Gentius. 
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He had already received teir talents by way of earnest, 
and was informed that the whofe sum was upon the 
road. Upon the repeated solicitations of Pantauchus, 
in violation of all rights human and divine, he caused 
the two ambassadors to be imprisoned, under pretence 
that they were spies. As soon as Perseus had re¬ 
ceived' this news, believing him sufficiently and irre¬ 
trievably engaged against the Romans by so glaring 
an act, he ‘recalled those who carried the three hun¬ 
dred talents; congratulating himself in secret upon 
the good success of his pertidv, and his great dexte¬ 
rity in saving his money. But he did not see that he 
only kept it in reserve for the victor; whereas he 
ought to have employed it in defending himself against 
him, and to conquer him, according to the maxim of 
Philip and his son Alexander, the most illustrious of 
his predecessors, who used to say, “ That victory 
“ should be purchased with money, and not money 
“ saved at the expence of victory.” 

The ambassadors of Perseus and Gentius met with 
% favourable reception at Rhodes. A decree was im¬ 
parted to them, by which the republic had resolved 
to employ all their credit and power to oblige the 
two parties to make peace, and to declare against 
that which should refuse to accept proposals for an 
accommodation. 

The Roman generals bad each of them repaired to 
their posts in the beginning of the spring; the consul 
to Macedonia, Octavius to Oreum w ith the fleet, and 
Anicius into Illyria. 

The success of the latter was as rapid as fortunate. 
He was to carry on the war against Gentius, and 
put an end to it before it was known at Rome that it 
was begun. Its duration was only of thirty days. 
Having treated Scorda, the capital of the country, 
which had surrendered to him, with great mode¬ 
ration, the other cities soon followed its example. 
Gentius himself was reduced to come and throw 
himself at Anicius’s fe& to implore his mercy; con¬ 
fessing, with tears in his eyes, bis fault, or rather 
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folly, in having abandoned the party of the Romans. 

The praetor treated him with humanity. His first 
care wa9 to take the two ambassadors out of prison. 

He sent one of them,- named Perpenna, to Rome, to 
carry the news of his victory, and some days after 
caused Gentius to be conducted thither, with his 
mother, wife, children, brother, and the principal 
lords of the country. The sight of such illustrious 
prisoners very much augmented the people's joy. 

Public thanksgivings were made to the gods, and the 
.temples crowded with a vast concourse of per¬ 
sons "of all sexes and ages. 

When Paulus ./Emilios approached’the enemy, he 
found Perseus encamped near the sea, at the foot of 
mount Olympus, in places which seemed inaccessible. 

He had the Enipeus in front, whose banks were very 
high; and on the side where he lay, he had thrown 
up strong intrenchments, with towers at proper di¬ 
stances, on which were placed balistae, and other ma¬ 
chines for discharging darts and stones upon the ene¬ 
my, if they ventured to approach. Perseus had for¬ 
tified himself in such a manner, as made him believe 
himself entirely secure, and gave him hopes of weak¬ 
ening, and at last repulsing, Paulus Jimilius by 
length of time, and the difficulties lie would find in 
subsisting his troops and maintaining his ground, in a 
country already eaten up 4)y the enemy. 

He did not know what kind of adversary he had 
to cope with. Paulus ./Emilius employed his thoughts 
Bolely in preparing every thing for action, and was 
continually meditating expedients and measures for 
executing some enterprise with success. He began 
by establishing an exact and severe discipline in his 
army, which he found corrupted by the licentiousness 
in which it had been suffered to live. He reformed 
several things, as w ell with regard to the arms of the. 
troops, as the duty of sentinels. It had been a cus¬ 
tom amongst the soldiers to criticise their general, 
to examine, all his actions amongst themselves, to 
prescribe his duties, and to point out what he 
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ought, or ought not, to do. He spoke to them with 
resolution and dignity. He gave them to under¬ 
stand that such discourses did not become a soldier; 
that he ought to make only three things his business: 
die care of his body, in order to render it robust and 
active •, that of his arms, to keep them always clean, 
and in good condition ; and that of his provisions,* 
that he might be always in readiness to march upon 
the first notice; that for the rest, he ought to rely 
upon the goodness of the iitimortal gods, and the vigi¬ 
lance of his general. That for himself, he should 
omit nothing that might be necessary to give them oc¬ 
casion to evince their valour; and that they had only 
to take care to do their duty well when the signal was 
given them. 

It is incredible how much they were animated by 
this discourse. The old soldiers declared that they 
had never known their duty aright till that day. A 
surprising change was immediately observed in the 
camp. Nobody was idle in it. The soldiers were 
seen sharpening their swords, polishing their helmets, 
cuirasses, and shields; practising an active motion 
under their arms; whirling their javelins, and bran¬ 
dishing their naked swords; in short, forming and 
inuring themselves in all military exercises: so that 
it was easy to foresee that, upon the first opportunity 
they should have of comiri^ to blows with the enemy, 
they were determined to conquer or die. 

The camp was situated very commodiously, but 
wanted water, which was a great inconvenience to 
the army. Paulus iEmilius, whose thoughts ex¬ 
tended to every thing, seelhg mount Olympus before 
him very high, and covered all over with trees ex¬ 
tremely green and flourishing, judged, from the 
quantity and quality of those trees, that there must 
be springs of water in the caverns of the mountain, 
and at tne same time ordered openings to be made 

* The Roman soldiers sometimes carried provision* for ten or 
twelve day*. 
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at the foot of it, and (jits to be dug in the sand. The 
surface* was scarce broken up, when springs of water 
were seen to run, muddy at first, and in small quan¬ 
tities, but in a little while very clear, and in great 
abundance. Tins event, though natural, was looked 
upon by the soldiers as a singular favour of the gods, 
who had taken Paulus iEmilius under their protec¬ 
tion ; and made him more beloved and respected by 
them than before. 

When Perseus saw wh&t passed in the Roman 
camp,—the ardour of the soldiers, their uctive beha¬ 
viour, and the various exercises by which they pre¬ 
pared themselves for combat,—lie began to be truly 
disquieted, and perceived plainly that he had no longer 
to deal with a Licinius, an liostilius, or a Marcius; 
and that the Roman army was entirely changed,' to¬ 
gether with the general. He redoubled his attention 
and application on his side, animated his soldiers, 
employed himself in forming them by different exer¬ 
cises, added new fortifications to the old, and used 
all means to secure his camp from danger or insult. 

In the mean time came the news of the victory in 
Illyria, and of the taking of the king with all his fa¬ 
mily. This caused incredible joy in the Roman army, 
and excited amongst the soldiers an inexpressible 
ardour to signalize themselves also on their side. For 
it is common, when two ailnies act in different parts, 
for the one to be unwilling to give.place to the other, 
either in valour or glory. Perseus endeavoured at 
first to suppress this news, but his care to stifle it only 
served to make it more public and certain. The 
alarm was general amongst bis troops, and made 
them apprehensive of the sa’me fate. 

At this time arrived the Rhodian ambassadors, 
who came to make the same proposals to the army 
in regard to peace, tlmt at Rome had so highly 

f Vix deducta summa arena trat, aim tcaiurigines turbidteprimd 
et tauici emicare, dein liquidam mullimquc f under e aquam, peht 
dcAm dona, arperunt. Ahquantvm ea quoqve m iucifamte et a«c- 
toriiatit tpud mUitet adjedt . Lif. 
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offended the senate. It is easy to judge in what 
manner they were received in the camp. Some, in the 
height Of their anger, were for having them dismissed 
with insult. The consul thought the best way to 
express his contempt for them, was to reply coldly, 
that he would give them an answer in fifteen days. 
To shew how little he valued the pacific mediation of 
the Rhodians, he assembled his council to delibe¬ 
rate upon the means of entering upon action. It is 
probable that the Romftn army, which the year 
before penetrated into Macedonia, had, quitted it, 
and returned into Thessaly; perhaps upon account 
of provisions: for at present they consulted upon 
measures for opening a passage into Macedonia. 
Some, and those the oldest officers, were for attempt¬ 
ing to force the enemy’s intrenchments upon the 
banks of the Enipeus. They observed that the 
Macedonians, who the year before had been driven 
from higher and better fortified places, could not 
sustain the charge of the Roman legions. Others 
were of opinion that Octavius, with the- fleet, 
should go to Thessalonica, and ravage the sea-coasts, 
in order to oblige the king, by that diversion, to 
detach part of his troQps'from the Enipeus for the 
defence of his country, and thereby leave the pass¬ 
age open. It is highly important for an able and 
experienced general to have it in his power to choose 
what measures he pleases. Paulas iEmilius had 
quite different views. He saw that the Enipeus, as 
well from its natural situation as from the fortifications 
which bad been added to it, was inaccessible. He 
knew besides, without mentioning the machines 
disposed on all sides, that the enemy’s troops were 
much more expert than his own in discharging 
javelins and darts. To undertake the forcing of such 
impenetrable lines as those were, had' been to ex¬ 
pose his troops to inevitable slaughter; aud a good 
general spares tbe bipod of his soldiers, because be 
looks upon himself os their father, and believes if 
his duty to preserve them as his children; He kept 
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quiet, therefore, for t some days, without making the 
least movement. Plutarch says, that it was believed 
there never was an example of two armies so nume¬ 
rous, that lay so long in the presence of each other, 
in such profound peace and so perfect a tranquillity. 
At any other time the soldiers would have murmured 
through ardour and impatience; but Paulus Jimilius 
had taught them to acquiesce in the conduct of their 
leader. 

At length, after diligent enquiry, and using all 
means for information, he was told by two Perrhce- 
bian merchants, whose prudence and fidelity he had 
experienced, that there was a way through Perrhoe- 
bia, which led to Pythium, a town situated upon 
the brow of mount * Olympus: that this way was 
not of difficult access, but was well guarded. Per¬ 
seus had sent thither a detachment of five thousand 
men. He conceived that, in causing an attack to 
be made in the night, and at unawares, by good troops, 
the enemy might be beaten from this post, and he 
take possession of it. It was necessary therefore to 
amuse the enemy, and to conceal his real design. He 
sent for the praetor Octavius, and having imparted 
his plan to him, he ordered him to go with his fleet 
to Heraclea, and to take ten days' provisions with 
him for a thousand men ; in order to make Perseus 
believe that he was going* to ravage the sea-coasts. 
At the same time he made his son Fabius Maximus, 
then very young, with Scipio Nasica, the son-in- 
law of Scipio Africanus, set out: he gave them a de¬ 
tachment of five thousand chosen troops, and ordered 
them to march by the sea-side towards Heraclea* 
as if they were to embark there, according to what 
had been proposed in the council. When they 
arrived there, the praetor told them the consults 
orders. As soon as k was night, quitting their 


* The perpendicular height of mount Olympus, where Pythio* 
was ritoated, was upwards of ten stadia, or a mile and a quarter. 
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route by the coast, they advapced without hairing 
towards Pythium, over the mountains and rocks, 
conducted hy the two Perrhoebian guides. It had 
been concluded that they should arrive there the third 
day, before it was light. 

In the mean time Paulus iEmilius, to amuse the 
enemy, and prevent his having any other thoughts, 
the next day in the morning detached his light-armed 
troops, as if he intended to attack the Macedo¬ 
nians. They caine to a* slight engagement in the 
very channel of the river, which was then very low. 
The banks on each side, from the top to the bed 
of the river, bad a declivity of three hundred paces, 
and the stream was a thousand paces broad. The 
action passed in the sight of the king and consul, 
who were each with his troops in the front of their 
camps. The consul caused the retreat to be sounded 
towards noon. The loss was almost equal on both 
sides. The next day the battle was renewed in the 
same manner, and almost at the same hour; but it 
was warmer, and continued longer. The Romans 
bad not only those upon their hands with whom 
they fought ; but the enemy, from the tops of the 
towers placed along the banks, poured volleys of 
darts and stones upon them. The consul lost many 
more of his people this day, and made them retire 
late. The third day Paftlus jEmilius lay still, and 
seemed to design r to attempt a passage near the sea. 
Perseus did not suspect in the least the danger that 
threatened him. 

Scipb had arrived in the night of the third day 
near Pythium. His troops were very much fatigued, 
for w hich reason he ms^e them rest themselves the 
remainder of the night. Perseus ini the mean rime 
was very qu iet. Rot on a sudden a Cretan deserter, 
who bad gone off from Scipio’s troops, roused him 
from his security, by letting him know the compass 
the Romans bad taken, to surprise him. The king, 
fem% 4 |#itfa the news, detached immediately tea 
tbewsand foreign soldiers, with two thousand Macedo- 
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mans, under the command of Milo, and ordered 
them with all possible diligence to take possession 
of an eminence, which the Romans had still to pass 
before they arrived at Pythiura. He accordingly 
got thither before them. A very severe engagement 
ensued upon this eminence, and the victory was for 
some time in suspense. But the king’s detachment 
at length gave way on all sides, and were put to the 
rout. Scipio pursued them vigorously, and led his 
victorious troops into the plain. 

When those who fled came to the camp of Perseus, 
they occasioned so great a terror in it, that he imme¬ 
diately decamped, and retired by his rear, overwhelm¬ 
ed with terror, and almost in despair. He held a great 
council, to deliberate upon the measures he was to 
pursue. The question was, whether it was best to bait 
under the walls of Pydua, to try the chance of a battle, 
or to divide his troops among his towns, supply them 
well with provisions;, and expect the enemy there, 
who coukl not subsist loog in a country, which he 
would take care to lay waste, and which could furnish 
neither forage for the horse, nor provisions for the 
men. The latter resolution was attended with great 
inconveniences, and betokened a prince reduced to the 
last extremity, and destitute of either hope or resource; 
not to mention the hatred he would draw upon himself 
by ruining the country, which was to be not only 
commanded but executed in person by the king himself. 
Whilst Perseus, uncertain what to resolve, fluctuated 
in doubt, the principal officers represented to him, that 
his army was much superior to that of the Romans; that 
his troops were determined to behave well, having thei* 
wives and children to defend; that being himself wit¬ 
ness of all their actions, and fightipg at their head, 
they would behave with double ardour, and give proofs 
of their valour in emulation of each other. These 
reasons reanimated the prince. He retired under 
the walls of Pydna, where be encamped, and pre* 
pared’ for a battle. He forgot nothing that might 
conduce to the advantage of his ground* assigned 

f 
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every one his post, and gave all his orders with great 
presence of mind ; resolved to attack the Romans as 
soon as they appeared. 

The place where he encamped was a bare level 
country, very fit for drawing up a great body of 
heavy-armed foot in battle. Upon the right and 
left there was a ridge of little hills, which, joining 
together, gave the light-armed foot and the erchers 
a secure retreat, andalso afforded them the means of 
concealing their march tosurrodnd the enemy, and to 
charge them in flank. The whole front of the army 
was covered'by two small rivers, which had not much 
water at that time, in consequence of the season (for 
it was then about the end of summer), but whose 
steep banks would give the Romans great trouble, 
and break their ranks. 

Paulus jEmilius being arrived at Pythium, and 
having joined Scipio’s detachment, marched down 
into the plain, and advanced in order of battle 
against the enemy ; keeping always on the sea-coast, 
for the convenitfice of having provisions brought in 
barks from the Roman fleet. But when he came 
in view of the Macedonians, and had considered the 
good disposition of their army, and the number of 
their troops, he halted, to deliberate upon what he 
had to do. 

The young officers, fuH of ardour and impatience 
for the battle, advanced at the head of the troops, 
and came, to him to entreat him to give battle with¬ 
out any delay. Scipio, whose boldness was increased 
by his late omxess upon mount Olympus, distin¬ 
guished himself above all'the rest by* his earnestness, 
and the urgency of his request. He represented 
to him that the generals, his predecessors, had suf*. 
fered the enemy to escape out of their hands by de¬ 
lays. That he' was afraid Perseus, would fly in the 
eight, and they should be obliged to pursue him, 
with great, danger and difficulty, to the remotest 
parts of his kingdom, in ipaking the army take 
grtat compasses through defiles mid forests, as had 
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happened in the preceding years. He advised him* 
therefore, whilst the'enemy was in the open field, to 
attack him immediately, and not to let slip so fair an 
occasion'of conquering him. 

“ Formerly (replied the consul to young Scipio), 
“ I thought as you do now, and one day you will 
“ think as I do. I shall give you the reasons of my 
“ conduct another time; .at present, rely upon the 
“ discretion of an old general.” The young officer 
was silent, well convinced *that the consul had good 
reasons for acting as he did. 

After having spoken thus, he commanded the 
troops, who were at the head of the stray, in view 
of the enemy, to draw, up in order of battle, and 
to present a front, as if they intended to. engage. 
They were disposed, according to the custom of the 
Romans, p in three lines: at the same time the pio¬ 
neers, covered by those lines, were employed in 
forming a camp. As they were a great number, the 
work was soon completed. The consul then made 
foe battalions file off gradually, beginning with the 
rear, which was nearest the workmen, and drew off 
the whole army into the intrenchments, without con¬ 
fusion, disorder, or being perceived by the enemy. 
The king, on his side, seeing the Romans declined 
fighting, retired also into his camp. 

It was an inviolable law * amongst the Romans, 
though they were to stay only one day or night in a 
place, to enclose themselves in a will-fortified camp: 
by that means they placed themselves out of the reach 
of insult, and avoided all surprise. ~i*«£$ldiers looked 
upon this military abode a? their city 5 the intrench** 
ments served instead of walls* and foe tents, of bouses. 

f Hastati. Principes.- Triaril. 

* Majora vatri autra immka portum ad oimet atm acrcitfa 
daetbant erne. — Patria akera at militant lute ttta, vallumpiepra 
mmibui et tmoriam mm Ctnpu mUiti 4mm «*c pmM Mdfrr 
Cattra mmt victori rccepuculum, aicto perfugium. Lir. 1. xliv. s. 39, 
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In case of a battle, if the army 0 were overcome, the 
camp served for their retreat and refage; and, if 
victorious, they found it a place of quiet and secu- 
'rity. 

The night being come, and the troops having 
taken .their refreshment; whilst they had no other 
thoughts than of going to rest, on a sudden the 
moon, which was then at full, and already very 
high, began to grow dark; and the light failing by 
little and little; it changed its colour several times, 
and was at length totally eclipsed. A tribune, called 
C. Sulpitius Gallus, one of the principal officers of 
.the army, having assembled the soldiers the day be¬ 
fore with the consul’s permission, had apprised them 
of the eclipse, and pointed out to them the exact mo¬ 
ment when it would begin, and how long it would 
continue. The Roman soldiers therefore were not 
astonished at this accident; they only believed that 
Sulpitius had more than human knowledge. But the 
whole camp of the Macedonians were seized with 
horror and dread; and it was whispered throughout 
all the army, that this prodigy foretold the ruin of the 

king- 

The next day Paulus iEmilius, who was a very re¬ 
ligious observer of all the ceremonies prescribed 
for the sacrifices, or rather very superstitious, employ¬ 
ed himself in offering oxen to Hercules. He sacri¬ 
ficed twenty, one after another, without finding any 
favourable sign in the entrails of those victims. 
At length, at the one-and-twentieth, he imagined he 
saw such as promised him the victory, if he only de¬ 
fended himself, without attacking the enemy. At 
the same time be vowed a sacrifice to the same god 
of a hundred oxen, with public games. Having 
made an end of all these religious ceremonies, about 
nine in the morning, he assembled his council. He 
had heard complaints of his slowness in attacking 
the enemy. He was anxious therefore to give this 
assembly an account of his conduct, especially out 
of regard for Scipio, to whom he bad promised 
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it. Tbe reasons for his not having given battle the 
day before, were, first, because the enemy’s army 
was much superior in number to his own, which he 
had been obliged to weaken considerably by the' 
great detachment requisite to guard the baggage. In 
the second place, would it have been consistent with 
prudence toengage troops entirely fresh, with his, ex¬ 
hausted as they were by a long and painful march, 
by the excessive weight of their arms, by the heat 
of the sun, with which th<fy had been almost broiled, 
and by thirst, which gave them almost insupport¬ 
able pain? In the last place, he insisted strongly 
on the indispensable necessity a good general was 
under, not to fight till he had a well-intrenched 
camp behind him, which might, in case of accident, 
serve the army for a retreat. lie concluded his 
discourse with bidding them prepare for battle the 
same day. 

We see here,* that there is a wide difference be¬ 
tween the duty of soldiers and subaltern officers, 
and that of a general; the former have only to de¬ 
sire to engage, and behave well in battle; but the 
general’s business is to foresee, n eigh, and compare 
every thing, in order to choose his measures with ma¬ 
ture deliberation; and frequently by a wise delay of 
some days, or even hours, he preserves an army, 
which an inconsiderate precipitation might have ex¬ 
posed to ruin. , 

Though the resolution for fighting had been taken 
on both sides, it was, however, rather a kind of chance 
that drew on the battle, than tbe order of the ge¬ 
nerals, who were not Ih great haste on either 
side. Some Thracian soldiers charged a party of 
Romans in their return from foraging. Seven hun¬ 
dred Ligurians ran to assist those foragers. The 
Macedonians caused troops to advance, to support 

* Divisa inter exercitu m ducem e munia. Multibus cupidinem 
pugnandi concentre; duajj^KHj&endo, ctmultando, emetatione 
tep&t tjudm temeritaieprWKt*. Tacit. Hist. I. iii. c. 20. 
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the Thracians; and the reinforcements on both sides 
continually increasing, the battle at length became 
general. 

It is a misfortune that we have lost the passage 
of Polybius, and after him of Livy, which describee 
the order of this battle: this puts it out of my power 
to give a just idea of it, what Plutarch says being 
quite different from die little which remains of it in 
Livy. 

In the beginning of the charge, the Macedonian 
phalanx distinguished themselves from all the king’s 
troops in a particular manner. Upon which Paulus 
JEmiiius advanced to the front ranks, and found, that 
the Macedonians, who formed the head of the pha¬ 
lanx, drove the points of their pikes into the shields 
of his soldiers in such a manner, that the latter, in 
spite of all their efforts, were unable to reach them 
with their swords; and he saw, at the same time, 
that the whole front line of the enemies joined 
their bucklers, and presented tbeir pikes. This 
rampart of brass and forest of pikes, impenetrable 
to his legions, filled him with astonishment and 
terror. He often spoke afterwards of the impres¬ 
sion that dreadful sight made upon him, so strong 
as to make him doubt the success of the battle. 
Put not to discourage his troops, he concealed 
from them his anxiety; and appearing with a gay 
and serene countenance, rode through all the ranks 
without helmet or cuirass, animating them with his ex¬ 
pressions, and much more by bis example. The 
general, more than sixty years of age, was seen 
exposing himself to danger and fatigue like a young 
pfficer. » , 

The Peligniaas, a people of Italy, who had at¬ 
tacked the Macedonian phalanx, not bang able to 
break it with tbeir utmost endeavours, one of tbeir 
officers took the standard of bis company, and tossed 
it into the midst of the enemy. The rest threw them¬ 
selves, in consequence,' like desperate men, upon that 
battalion. Astonishingactkma of valour ensued on both 
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sides, with a most dreadful slaughter. The Peligniana 
endeavoured to cut? the pikes of the Macedonians 
with their swords, or to push them back with their 
bucklers; striving sometimes to puli them out of 
their hands, or to turn them aside, in order to open 
themselves an entrance between them. But the Ma¬ 
cedonians always keeping close order, and holding 
their pikes in both hands, presented that iron ram¬ 
part, and gave such violent strokes to those that 
rushed upon them, that, piercing shields and cuirasses, 
they laid the boldest of the Pelignians dead, who, 
without any caution, continued to throw themselves 
headlong, like wild beasts, upon the spears of their 
enemies, and to rush upon a death they saw before 
their eyes. 

The whole front line being thus put into disorder, 
the second was discouraged, and began to fall back. 
They did not indeed fly; but, instead of advancing, 
they retreated toward mount Oiocris.* When Pau- 
lus jEmilius saw that, he tore his clothes, and was 
struck with extreme sorrow to see, upon the first 
troops having given way, that the Romans were afraid 
to face the phalanx. It presented a front covered 
thick with pikes, and close as an impenetrable in- 
trenchment; and continuing invincible, it could nei¬ 
ther be broken nor opened. But at length the in¬ 
equality of the ground, and the great extent of the 
front of battle, not admitting the enemy to continue 
every where that line of bucklers»and pikes, Paulus 
jEmiliusobserved the Macedonian phalanx was obliged 
to leave openings and intervals, and that it fell back 
on, one side, whilst it advqpced on the other; as must 
necessarily happen in great armies, when the troops, 
not always acting with the same vigour, fight also 
with different success. 

Paulus iEmilius, as an able general, wb6 knew 
how to improve ail advantages, dividing his troops 
into platoons, gave orders for them to fall into the 

» 

That waoatstn was probably pad Ofrmpuv 
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void spaces of the enemy’s line, and to attack them 
no longer in front by a general charge, but by small 
detachments, and in different places at the same 
lame. This order, so critically given, occasioned 
the gaining of the battle. The Romans immediately 
fell into the void spaces, and thereby put it out of the 
enemy’s power to use their long pikes, charging 
them in flank and rear, where they were uncovered. 
The phalanx was broken in an instant; and all its 
force, which consisted sojely in its union and the 
weight of the whole body together, vanished and dis¬ 
appeared. When they came to fight man to man, 
or platoon to platoon, the Macedonians with their 
short swords struck upon the Roman shields, which 
were very strong and solid, and covered them almost 
from head to foot; and on the contrary, they opposed 
only small bucklers against the swords of the Ro¬ 
mans, which were heavy and strong, and handled 
with such force and vigour, that they scarce dis¬ 
charged a blow which did not either cut deep, or 
make shields and armour fly in pieces, and draw 
blood. The phalanx having lost their advantage, 
and being taken on their weak side, stood their 
ground with great difficulty, and were at length over¬ 
thrown. 

The king of Macedonia, abandoning himself to his 
fear, rode off full speed in the beginning of the battle, 
and retired into the city of Pydna, under pretence of 
going to offer a sacrifice to Hercules; as if, says 
Plutarch,Hercules were a god that would receive the 
sacrifices of abject' oowards, or give ear to unjust 
vows} for it is not just that he should be victorious, 
who durst not face his enemy: whereas the same god 
received the prayer of Paulus ^Emilius, because he 
asked victory with sword in hand, and invoked his 
aid while be fought valiantly. 

It was in the attack of the phalanx where the 
battle was warmest, and where the Romans found 
the greatest resistance. It was there also, that the 
son of jGato, Paufus Jtmilius’s son-in-law, after 
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having done prodigies of valour, unhappily lost his 
sword, which slipped out of his hand. Upon this 
accident, quite distracted and inconsolable, he ran 
through the ranks, and assembling a body of brave 
and resolute young soldiers, he rushed headlong and 
furious upon the Macedonians. After extraordi¬ 
nary efforts, and a most bloody slaughter, they 
made the latter give way; and remaining masters 
of the ground, they proceeded to search for the sword, 
which they found at last with great difficulty under 
heaps of arms and dead Godies. Transported with 
that good fortune, and raising shouts of victory, they 
fell with new ardour upon such of the.enemy as yet 
stood firm; so that at length the three thousand Ma¬ 
cedonians who remained, and were a distinct body 
from the phalanx, were entirely cut to pieces; not a 
man of them quitting his rank, or ceasing to fight to 
the last moment of his life. 

After the defeat of this body, all the rest fled; 
and so great a number of them were killed, that the 
whole plain) to the foot of the mountain, was co¬ 
vered with the dead; and the next day, when the 
Romans passed the river Leucus, they found the 
waters still stained with blood. It is said that up¬ 
wards of five-and-twenty thousand men on the side of 
the Macedonians perished in this battle. The Ro¬ 
mans lost only a hundred, and made eleven or twelve 
thousand prisoners. The cavalry, which had no share 
in this battle, seeing the foot put to the rout, had re¬ 
tired ; and the Romans, whose fury was principally 
directed against the phalanx, did not think at that 
time of pursuing them. 

This great battle was decided so suddenly, that 
the charge, which began at three in the afternoon, 
was followed by the victory before four. The rest 
of the day was employed in the pursuit, which was 
carried very far; so that the troops did not return 
till late in the night. All the servants in the army 
went out to meet their masters with great shouts of 
joy, and conducted them with torches to the camp, 
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where they had made illuminations, and covered the 
tents with wreaths of ivy* and crowns of laurel. 

But in the midst of his great victory, the general 
was in extreme affliction. Of the two sons he had 
in the battle, the youngest; who was but seventeen 
years old, and whom he loved with most tenderness, 
because he had already given great hopes of himself, 
did not appear. The camp was in an universal alarm, 
and the cries of joy were changed into a mournful 
silence. They searched foi; him with torches amongst 
the dead, but to no purpose. At length, when the 
night was very far advanced, and they despaired 
of ever seeing him more, he returned from the pur¬ 
suit, attended by only two or three of his comrades, 
all covered with the blood of the enemy. Paulus 
iEmilius thought he had recovered him from the 
dead, and did not begin to taste the joy of his vic¬ 
tory till that moment. He was reserved for other 
tears, and losses no less to be deplored. The young 
Roman, of whom we speak, was the second Scipio, 
who was afterwards called Africanus, and Numanti- 
nus, from having destroyed Carthage and Numantia. 
He was adopted by the son of Scipio, the conqueror 
of Hannibal. The consul immediately dispatched 
three couriers of distinction (of whom his son Fabius 
was one) to carry the news of this victory to Rome. 

In the mean time, Perseus, continuing his flight, 
had passed the city of Pydna, and endeavoured to 
gain Pella, with all his cavalry, which had escaped 
from the battle without striking a blow. The foot- 
soldiers that fled in disorder, meeting them upon the 
road, reproached them in, the sharpest terms, calling 
them cowards and traitors; and carrying their resent¬ 
ment further, they pulled them off their horses, and 
wounded a great numbef of them. The king, who 

dreaded the consequences of that tumult, quitted 

* 

* This was a custom among the Romans. Caesar writes ia 
the third book of the civil war. That be found in Pompey’s camp 
the (elite of Lentulus, and some others, corered with ivy. L etiam 
LentuH et nonnuUomm tabemacula protecta heeterd. 
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the high road, and, that he might not be known, 
folded up his royal fhantle, put it behind him, took 
the diadem from his head, and carried it in his hand; 
and, in order to discourse with his friends with the 
more ease, he alighted, and led his horse in his hand. 
Several of those who attended him took different 
routes from his, under various pretexts; less to' avoid 
the pursuit of the enemy, than to shun the fury of 
their prince, whose defeat had only served to irritate 
and inflame his natural ferocity. Of all his courtiers, 
three only remained with him, and those all foreigners. 
Evander of Crete, whom he had employed to assas¬ 
sinate king Eumcnes, was one of them.’ He retained 
his fidelity for him to the last. 

When he arrived about midnight in Pella, he 
stabbed two of his treasurers with his own hands, for 
being so bold as to represent to him the faults he had 
committed, and with ill-timed freedom, to give him 
their advice upon what was necessary to be done 
for the retrieving his affairs. This cruel treatment of 
two of the principal officers of his court, who had 
failed only out of an imprudent and ill-timed 2eal, 
entirely lost him the affection of every one. Alarmed 
by the almost universal desertion of his officers and 
courtiers, he.did not think himself safe at Pella, and 
left it the same night to go to Amphipolis, carrying 
along with him the greatest part of his treasures. 
When he arrived there, he sent deputies to Paulus 
iEmilius, to implore his mercy. ‘From Amphipolis 
he went into the island of Samothracia, and took 
refuge in the temple of Castor and Pollux. All the 
cities of Macedonia,opened their gates to the victor, 
and made tbeir submission.. 

The consul having quitted Pydna, arrived the 
next day at Pella, tlx happy situation of which he 
admired. The king’s treasures bad been kept in this 
city: but only the three hundred talents he had sent 
to Gentius, king of Thrace, and afterwards caused 
to be brought beck, were found there. Paulus 
jEmilius, having been informed that Perseus waf ts 
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Samothracia, repaired to Ampbipolis, in order to pass 
from thence into that island. 

He was encamped’ at Sir®,* in the country of 
tile Odomantes, when he received a letter from Per¬ 
seus, which was presented to him by three deputies 
of inconsiderable birth and condition. He could 
not forbear shedding tears when he reflected upon the 
uncertainty of human affairs, of which the present 
condition of Perseus was a sensible example. But 
when he saw this title and inscription upon the let¬ 
ter, “ Perseus the king, to the consul Paulus jEmi- 
“ lius, greeting;” the stupid ignorance of his condition 
in which that' prince seemed to be, extinguished in 
him all sense of compassion; and though the tenor 
of the letter was couched in an humble and suppliant 
stj/le, and little consistent with the royal dignity, he 
dismissed the deputies without an answer. How 
haughty were these proud republicans, to degrade 
an unfortunate king immediately in this manner! 
Perseus perceived what name he was henceforth to 
forget He wrote a second letter, to which he only 
put his name, without the addition of his quality. 
He demanded, that commissioners should be sent to 
treat with him, which was granted. This negocia- 
tion had no effect, because, on the one side, Perseus 
would not renounce the royal dignity, and Paulus 
jEmilius, on the other, insisted, that he should sub¬ 
mit his fate entirely to the determination of the Roman 
people. * 

During this time the pr®tor Octavius, who com¬ 
manded the fleet, arrived at Samothracia. He did 
not take Perseus by force out of that asylum, through 
respect to the gods who presided in it; but he endea¬ 
voured by promises and threats to induce him to quit 
it, and surrender himself to the Romans. His en¬ 
deavours were ineffectual. 

s Liv. 1. xlr. n. S—9. Plat, in Paul. .Emil. p. 269, 270., 

* ( An obscure unknown city, upon the eastern frontier of 
Macedonia. : /f 
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A young Roman (named Acilius,) either of his own 
accord, or in concerf with the praetor, took another 
course to draw the king out of his sanctuary-. Having 
entered the assembly of the Samothracians, which was 
then held, he said to them: “ Is it a truth, or is it with- 
“ out any foundation, that your island is held a sacred 
“and inviolable asylum throughout all its extent?” 
Upon being answered by all present, that it was un¬ 
doubtedly so; “ How then (continued he) do you 
“ suffer its sanctity to be, voilated by a homicide, 
“contaminated with the blood of king. Eumenes? 
“ And as all religious ceremonies begin by the ex- 
“ elusion of those whose hands are impure, how can 
“ you suffer your temple to be profaned and de- 
“ filed by the presence of an infamous murderer?” 
This accusation was directed against Perseus; but the 
Samothracians chose rather to apply it to Evander, 
whom all the world knew to have been the agent in 
the intended assassination of Eumenes. They sent 
therefore to tell the king, that Evander was accused 
pf assassination, and that he must appear, according 
to the custom of their sanctuary, justify himself 
before the judges; or, if he was afraid to do that, that 
he should take measures for his safety, and quit the 
temple. The king having sent for Evander, advised 
him in the strongest terms not to submit to that 
trial. He had his reasons/or giving this advice, ap¬ 
prehending he would declare, that the assassination 
had been undertaken by his order. He therefore 
gave him to understand, that the only method he 
could take was to kill himself. Evander seemed at 
first to consent to it, and professing that he had 
rather die by poison than thp sword, he intended to 
make his escape by flight. The king was aware of 
that design, and fearing the Samothracians would 
let the weight of their resentment fail on him, as 
having withdrawn the offender from the punishment 
he deserved, he ordered him to be killed. This was 
polluting the sanctuary with a-new crime; but be 
corrupted the principal magistrate with presents of 
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money, who declared in the assembly, that Evander 
had laid violent bands upon hirftself. 

The praetor, not being able to persuade Perseus 
to quit his asylum, could do no more than deprive him 
of all means to embark and make his escape. How¬ 
ever, notwithstanding his precautions, Perseus gained 
secretly a certain Cretan, called Oroandes, who had 
a merchant ship, and prevailed upon him to receive 
him on board, with all his treasures; they amounted 
to two thousand talents, that is, to about three hun-, 
dred thousand pounds. But, from his extreme suspi¬ 
cion, he did not dispossess himself of the whole; he 
sent only a part of it to the ship, and reserved the 
rest of it to be carried on board with himself. The 
Cretan, following the genius of his country upon this 
occasion, shipped all the gold and silver that had been 
sent him in the evening, and let Perseus know, that 
he had only to come to the port at midnight with his 
children, and such of his people as were absolutely 
necessary to attend his person. 

The appointed time approaching, Perseus, with 
infinite difficulty, crept through a very narrow win¬ 
dow-, crossed a garden, and got out through a ruin¬ 
ous house, with his wife and son. The remainder of 
his treasures followed him. His grief and despair 
were inexpressible, when he was informed that Oro¬ 
andes, with his rich freight, was under sail. He was 
therefore compelled to return to his asylum with his 
wife and Philip his eldest son. He had intrusted his 
other children to Ion of Thessalonica, who had been 
bis favourite, and who betrayed him in his misfor¬ 
tunes', for he delivered up his children to Octavius; 
which was the principal cause that induced Perseus 
to put himself into the power of those who had his 
children in their hands. 

He accordingly surrendered himself and Philip his 
son to the praetor Octavius, who made him embark, 
in order to h» being carried to the consul; having 
first apprised him of his coming. Paulus jEmilius 
■sat his son-in-law Tuber© to meet but. Perseus 



Alexander’s successors. 

\ in r mourning habit, entered the camp, attended 
only by his son. The consul, who waited for him 
with a sufficiently numerous train, seeing him ap¬ 
proach, rose from his seat, and advancing some few 
steps, offered him his hand. Perseus threw himself 
at his feet; but he raised him immediately, and 
would not suffer him to embrace his knees. Having" 
introduced him into his tent, he made him sit down, 
facing those who formed the assembly. 

He began by asking him; “ What cause of dis- 
“ content had induced him to enter with so much 
“ animosity into a war with the Roman people, that 
“ exposed himself and his kingdom to* the greatest 
“ dangers?” As, instead of the answer which every 
body expected, the king, fixing bis eyes upon the 
ground, and shedding tears, kept silence; Paulus 
vfemilus continued to this effect; “ Had you as- 
“ cended the throne a youth, I should be less sur- 
“ prised at your being ignorant of wbat it was to 
“ have the Roman people for your friends or enemies. 

“ But having been present in the war made by your 
“ father against us, and certainly remembering the 
“ peace, which we have punctually observed on our 
“ side, how could you prefer, war, rather than peace, 

“ with a people, whose force in the former, and fide- 
“lity in the latter, you had so well experienced?” 
Perseus making no more answer to this reproach 
than he had done to the first question: “ In whatso 
“ ever manner, notwithstanding (resumed the con- 
“ sul) these affairs have happened, whether they'are 
“ the effects of error, to which all mankind are 
“ liable, or of chance, or of that fetal destiny which 
“ superintends all things, take courage. The cte- 
“ mency with which the Roman people have be- 
“ haved towards many other kings and nations, 

H ought to inspire you, I do not say with some hope 
“ only, but with almost entire confidence that you 
“ will meet with the same treatment.” He spoke 
this in Greek to Perseus: then 'turning towards the 
Romans, “You *see (said he in his own language) 

i * Exmplum imfue cemith, inquit, muioHmitrermkmanartat. 
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thanks to the gods for the signal protection which 
they had vouchsafed to the rejjpbjic. 

After thp nomination of l ne'w consuls at Rome, 
the command of the army in Macedonia was conti¬ 
nued to Paulus iEmilius, and, of that in Illyria to 
L. Anicius: ten commissioners were then appointed 
to regulate affairs in Macedonia, and five for Illyria. 
The senate, before they set out, regulated their com¬ 
mission in part It was decreed in particular, that 
the Macedonians and Illyrians should be declared 
free, in order that all nations might know, that the end 
of the Roman arms was not to subject free people, 
but to deliver such as were enslaved; so that the one, 
under the protection of the Roman name, might al¬ 
ways retain their liberty, 'and the other, who were 
under the rule of kings, might be treated with more 
lenity and justice by them through consideration for the 
Romans, or that, whenever war should arise between 
those kings and the Roman people, the nations might 
know, thatthe issue of those wars would be victory 
for the Romans, and liberty for them. The senate 
alsoabolished certain duties upon the mines and landed 
estates, because those duties could not be collected 
but by the'intervention of farmers of the taxes, com¬ 
monly called publicans j and that wherever such sort* 
of farmers are suffered, the laws are of no force, and 
the people are always oppressed. They established 
a general council for the jnation, lest the populace 
should cause the liberty granted them by the senate 
to degenerate into a destructive licentiousness. Ma¬ 
cedonia was divided into four regions, each of, which 
was to have a distinct council, and to pay the Romans 
one moiety of the tributes which they had been ac¬ 
customed to pay their kings. These were in part the 
orders with which the commissioners of Macedonia 
were charged. Those for Illyria had almost thasame 

•tin, Lxlv.a. 17, is., 

* Et ubi ptbhauw at, i iiatfS Jiu publicum WWW* <mt liberty 
tmmiumkmcm. Ur. 
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instructions, and arrived therefirst. After having 
communicated theif commission to the pro-praetor 
Anicius, who came to Scodra to meet them, they 
summoned an assembly of the principal persons of 
the nation. Anicius /having ascended his tribunal, 
declared to them, that the senate and peopleof Rome 
granted liberty to the Illyrians, and that the garrison 
should be withdrawn from all-the cities and forts of 
the country as soon as possible. As to some nations, 
who either before or during the war had declared for 
the Romans, an exemption from all taxes was added 
to their liberty; and all the rest were exonerated 
from one half of the imposts formerly paid to the 
king. Illyria was divided into three regions or parte, 
which had each of them their public council and ma¬ 
gistrates. 

Before the deputies for Macedonia * arrived there, 
Paulus jEmilius, who was at leisure, visited, during 
the autumn, the most celebrated cities of Greece, to 
see those things with his own eyes which all the world 
talked, of, without knowing them. Having left the 
command of the camp to Sulpicius Gallus, he-set out 
with a small train, accompanied by young Sdpk> his 
son, and Athenasus, king Eumenes's brother. 

He passed through Thessaly in his way to Delphi, 
the most celebrated oracle io the universe. The mul¬ 
titude and value of the presents, statues, vases, and 
tripods, with which that tempi© was filled), sur¬ 
prised, him extremely. He there offered a sacrifice 
to Apollo. Having seen a great square pillar of 
white marble* on which a golden statue of Perseus 
was to have been placed} fie caused his own to be 
set upon it, saying, “ That the vanquished ought to 
“ rive place to the victors.” 

tie saw. at Xebadm the,temple of Jupiter, sur- 
ti&med Trophonius, and die entrance of the cavern, 
into which those who consulted the * oracle descended, 

‘ Iiv.l3dT.afl7, 28. Plot itt Paal iEmil. p. 270- 
. * For an account of tbit otacle, »ee Book *. Chap, ill 8|Ct, it 
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|fe offered a sacrifice to Jupiter, and the goddess 
Hercynna, who was believed to be the daughter of 
Tropbonius; 

At Chalcis be gratified his curiosity in seeing the 
Euripus, and the ebb and flow of the sea, which is 
there very frequent and extraordinary. 

From thence he went to the city of Aulis, from 
which port the famous fleet of Agamemnon formerly 
set sail for Troy. • He made a visit to the temple , of 
Diana in that {dace, upon 'whose altar that king of 
kings sacrificed his daughter Iphigenia, to obtain a 
prosperous voyage from the goddess. 

After having passed through Oropus in Attica, 
where the soothsayer Ampbilocus was honoured as 
a god, he came to Athens, a city celebrated for its 
ancient renown, where abundance of objects pre¬ 
sented themselves to bis view, wed capable of in¬ 
spiring and gratifying bis curiosity: the citadel, the 
ports, the walls which joined toe Piraeus to the city, 
foe arsenals for toe navy, erected by illustrious gene¬ 
rals, toe statues of gods mid men, in which it was hard 
to know whether toe materials or art were most worthy 
of admiration. He did not forget to offer a sacrifice 
to Minerva, the tutelary goddess of the citadel. 

Whilst Paulus -/Emilios was in that city, be de¬ 
manded uf toe Athenians an excellent philosopher to 
finish toe education of hk children, and a skilful 
psinter to design the ornaments of his triumph. They 
immediately cast their eyes upon Metrodorus, who 
excelled both in philosophy and painting; a very sin¬ 
gular and extraordinary praise, which was confirmed 
by experience, and toe approbation of P&ulus -Emi¬ 
lios, We here see toe attention paid by toe meat 
men of antiquity to the education of their children. 
Ilk sons of thta Roman general were then of some 
age, 'the youngest of toe two, who made toe cam¬ 
paign in Macedonia with hk father, being at that time 
seventeen years old. He thought it necessary, how- 
N ewr, to have a philosopher with them, capable of 
fDiUftgheto took minds by toe study of toe sciences, 
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find their manners ty that of moral virtue, which of 
all studies is the most important, and yet the most 
neglected. If we are anxious to know the effects of 
sbeh an education, we have only to call to mind the 
demeanor of the youngest of the two sons of this con¬ 
sul, who inherited the name and merit of Scipio Afri¬ 
cans, his grandfather by adoption, and of Paulus 
./Emilius, his natural father: who ruined Carthage 
and Numantia; who distinguished himself as much 
by his acquaintance with polite learning end the sci¬ 
ences, as by bis military valour; who reckoned it an 
honour to have Polybius the historkfy Panwtius the 
philosopher, and Terence the poet, for his friends and 
companions; who, in a word, to use the terms of ft 
very judicious * writer, never said, did,' or thought, 
any thing unworthy of a Roman. Paulus Emilius 
having found the precious treasure he sought; hr the 
person of Metrodorus, left Athens well satisfied. 

He arrived in two days at Corinth. The citadel 
and isthmus were an agreeable sight to him: the 
first, which was situated upon the top of ft mountain, 
abounded with streams and fountains of exceedingly 
pure water; and the isthmus, which separated by a 
very narrow neck of laud two neighbouring seas, the 
one on the east, and the other on the west of it. 

Sicyon and Argos, two very illustrious dries, were 
the next in his way; and Afterwards Epidaurtis, less 
opulent than the two others, butwfceH known from the 
famous temple of Aesculapius, where at that rime 
were to be seen an infinite multitude of rich presents, 
the offerings of sick persons, outof gratitude for the 
cutes they imagined they Aid received from that god. 

Sparta was not distinguished by the magmfieeoce 
of its buddings, but by the wisdom of its ttw«, cua* 
ton», and discipline. 

Having taken" Megalopolis to bis wdy, he arrived 

* P. Scipio JBmlium, m acitit P. 4fricm pourmuyu* L. 
PkttH yj rt ttl i lmi m iHiimm i avmikut UH fig toga dottbrn, 
oi tmiionm toAeMmmu mooli nd, $»»' rnttw^mP 
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of admiration j but when be cast his eyes upon the 
state# of Jupiter, Phidias’s master-piece, he was as 
much struck, says Livy, as if he had seen the god 
.himself, wad cried out, teat “ This Jupiter of Phidias 
“ was tee exact Jupiter of Homer.”* Imagining 
himself in the Capitol, he offered a more solemn sa¬ 
crifice here than he had done any where else. 

< Having made the tour of Greece in this manner, 
without giving himself any trouble to know people’s 
thoughts in regard to Perseus, that he might avoid 
jiving tee allies any cause of discontent, he returned 
teJDtemetrias. He hod met on his way a number erf 
i&tolians, who came to inform him of an unhappy 
Occident whkh had befallen their city. He ordered 
team to attend him at Ataphipolis. Having received 
•dried that tee ten commissioners had already passed 
the sea, he quitted all other affairs, and went to meet 
tfaemat Apollonia, which was only one day’s journey 
from Amphipolis. He was very much surprised to 
meet Perseus there, whom his guards suffered to g© 
about with abundance of liberty, for which he after¬ 
words warmly raprovedSulpicius, to whose care he 
had .confided that ienportant prisoner. He put him, 
with Philip his son, into tee bands of Pqsthumius* 
with orders to guard him better. As for his daughter 
and yonogor sen, be eaused them to be brought from 
Samothracia to Apaphipolis, where he ordered such 
cure to be taken of teem as tear birth and coudition 


The oommissioners* being come thither, as bad 
been ajmed on by them,* utd having entered tee 
Chamber of tho asseqstey, where a great number of 
.ifteetatefii yen© pte s ooh be took bk seat on his 
Iripmnal, and after having caused silence to be pro- 
ebimed by the crier, Paulus Emilios repeated in 

Ijv.j J* -Xtv.n. 39, SO. 
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Latin the regulation made by the senate and by him^ 
seif, in conjunction with the commissioners, relating 
to Macedonia. The principal articles were, ThStl 
Macedonia was declared free: that it should pay the 
Romans one half the tribute paid the king, which was 
fixed at the sum of a hundred talents, or a hundred 
thousand crowns: that it should have a public coun¬ 
cil composed of a certain number ofsenatbrs, whereirl 
all affairs should be discussed and adjudged: that it 
should be divided for the? future into four regions or 
districts, that should each have their council, in which 
their particular affairs should be examined: and that 
no person should contract marriage, or purchase 
lands or houses, out of their own district Several 
other articles of less importance were annexed to 
these. The prastor Octavius, who was present in 
this assembly, explained the several articles in Greek, 
as Paulus .Emilias pronounced them in Latin. The 
article of liberty, and that of the diminution of tr& 
bute, gave the Macedonians exceeding pleasure, who 
fittie expected them: but they looked upon the divi¬ 
sion of Macedonia into different regions, that were 
not to have their usual intercourse with each other, 
like the rending a body in pieces, by separating its 
members,* which have no life, nor subsist, but in their 
mutual support of each other. 

The consul * afterwards'gave audience to the ^Eto- 
lians. I shall relate elsewhere the subject of it 

After those foreign affairs were settled, 7 Paulus 
JEmilius recalled the Macedonians into the assembly, 
in order to put the last hand to bis regulations. He 
spoke at first on the subject of the senators who were 
to compose the public council, wherein the national 
affairs were to be transacted, and the choke of them 
was left to the people. A list was then read of the 
principal persons of tbe dountry, who were to be sent 
Into Italy with such of their children as had attained 
the age erf fifteen. Tins article seemed very hanlag 

* ttfcW a. si. * * *•». 



solved Upononfv for the better Security of the people's 
.;; For this Irt included the great lords, gftne- 
army, to^anderi of the fleet, all sucb M 
%pl afiy offices at the court, or had been employed itt 
embassies, with m&ny other officers accustomed to 
pay tbeir court to tile king In tbe abject manner df 
slaves, and to cotfimand others with insolence. These 
were ali richpersoha, who lived at fc gropt expsnc*, 
had magaifreent equipages/and would not easily to 
reduced to a quite different kind of life, in which 1$» 
berty makestbe whole people equal, and sub jects all 
to the laws* iThey were therefore all ordered to quit 
Macedonia, and transport themselves into Italy, upon 
pain of death for such as disobeyed. The regula¬ 
tions made for Macedonia fay Paulas JEmilius were 
so reasonable, that they did not seem calculated for 
conquered enemies, but for faithful allies/ with whom 
(tore was every reason to be satisfied; and the exe- 
cutfoi) of them, from which the nature of laws is best 
known, proved that there was nothing to be amended 
in the institutions of that wise magistrate. 

To these serious affairs * succeeded a celebration 
Of games for which preparations had long been mak¬ 
ing, and to which care had been taken to invite all 
idle most considerable persons in the cities of Asia 
and Greece. The Romari general offered magnifi¬ 
cent sacrifices to the gods, and gave superb feasts, 
the king’s treasures supplying him abundantly With 
the means of defraying such great fixpences; but for 
the good Order and fine taste observable in them, he 
wqs mdebted soiely to himself. For although he had 
So many thousands to receive, he displayed so nice a 
djacertimeol, luad so exact a knowledge of the quality 
of ail the guests, that every one was lodged, placed; 
ffid' treated, according to hia rank and merit ; and 
there W&S nobody who had not reason to praise his 
pphtetoss and affability. The Greeks tonid not suf* 

Plu*. iaPwL JEmil. p. 270. LiWL xlV.W 32. 
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till then unknown # the _—... 
accurate a judgment and attention; and that a man; 
emp loyed in the greatest, should not newest the least 
propriety in small affiurs.» j i .. . 

He had caused all the spoils .that he did dot think 
fit to carry to Rome, to be piled up in one great 
heap : bows, quivers, arrows, javelins; in a word* 
arms ofalUorts; and caused them to be arrayed, in 
the form ot trophies. With a torch in ids hand, he 
set fire to them first himselfj as his principal officers 


did after him.. 

He afterwards exposed to the view of the spec¬ 
tators, upon a place raised express^ for the occa¬ 
sion, all that was richest and most magnificent in 
*the spoils he had taken in Macedonia, and which 
were to be carried to Rome; rich furniture, statues, 
and paintin gs by the greatest masters, vessels of gold, 
silver, copper, and ivory. Never had Alexandria, in 
the time of its greatest opulence, beheld any thing 
like what was now exhibited. 

But the highest satisfaction Raulus iEnulius .re¬ 
ceived from his magnificence, and that which was 
most grateful to self-love, was to see, that in.the 
of so many extraordinary objects and curious 
f ight s, nothing was thought so wonderful, or, sj 
worthy of attention and admir&tkm, as himself. And 
as people wet® surprised at die fine order of M# 
table, he said, with an air of peasantry, that the 
same g e n im which was necessary .in disposing® bat¬ 
tle, would serve also In regulating a feud; in the first, 
it rendered an army formidable to enemies; in the 
latter, .an entertainment agseeable to guests. 

Hb disinterested ness and cmffl a mm itjr were no 
hw xmused than his msflu&mes sod pohtenefes; for 
he never so onieh as saw the add Mid silver found 
amongst the king’s treasures, which amounted to voff 
Beat sums, bat ordered it all to bfedtfivwsd to trim 
surer*, in ©trier lo be applied tothe use of dAj»at»* 
lie. He only permitted hb sons, who were fond of 
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^dy* to keep the books of Perseus’s library for their 
owjiuse.* The young noblemen, of those times, and 
suc^ as were designed one day for the command of 
aro ^ e »> did not profess a contempt for learning, nor 
believe it either unworthy of their birth, or unneces- 
sary to the profession of arms. 

When Paulas JEmilius * had regulated all the af¬ 
fairs of Macedonia, he took leave of the Greeks, and 
after having exhorted the Macedonians npt to make 
a bad use of the liberty granted them by the Romans, 
and to preserve it by good government and union, 
he set out for Epirus with a decree of the senate, 
which enjoined"him to abandon all the cities that had 
revolted to thg king’s party, to be plundered by his 
troops. He had sent also Scipio Nasica, and Fabius 
his son, with part of the army, to ravage the country' 
of the.Illyrians, who had given aid to that prince. 

The Roman general being arrived in Epirus, 
thought it proper to proceed with caution in the exe¬ 
cution of his commission, in order that his design 
should not be foreseen. He therefore sent officers 
intoall the .cities, under pretence of withdrawing the 
garrisons, in order that the Epirots should enjoy the 
same*liberty as the Macedonians. So disgraceful a 
stratagem was called prudence. He then signified 
to ten of the principal persons of each city, that they 
Were to bring all the gold and silver in-their bouses 
and ’.temples, upon a certain day, into the markets 
|^ace„to be laidin,the public treasury, and dis¬ 
tributed his troops into all the cities. Upon the 
day prefixed, all the gold and -silver, was brought 
earljtvia the morning into the public square, and at 
ten of the clock; in all the cities, toe soldiers fell fu¬ 
riously upon the houses, which wore abandoned to 
them to be plundered at their mercy. , A hundred 
hnd fifty thousand wu were made slaves, and after 
the <»tiea.i (srei*tfi pillaged, their walls- were demo- 
ttei nsraber of which amounted nearly to 
MVfijilyl; . T he whole booty was sold, and of the sum 
Ur, L xIt, a. Si, S*. 
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raised hy it, each of thehorse had for his share abodt 
ten pounds sterling, (four hundred denarii,) and each of 
the foot about five pounds, (two hundred denarii), ? 

After Paulus jEmilius, contrary to his natural dis¬ 
position, which was gentle and humane, had caused 
this decree to be put in execution, he advanced to 
the sea at the city of Orieum. Some days after, Ani¬ 
cius having assembled the remainder of the Epirots 
and Acarnanians, ordered the principal persons among 
them, whose cause had been reserved for the judg¬ 
ment of the senate, to follow him into Italy. 

Paulus iEmilius being b arrived at the mouth of 
the Tiber, went up that river in king Perseus’s galley, 
which had sixteen benches of oars, and wherein were 
displayed, not only the arms which had been taken, 
but all the richest stuffs and finest carpets of purple 
found amongst the booty. All the Romans, who 
came out to meet that galley, accompanied it in 
crowds along the banks of the river, and seemed to 
give the proconsul by anticipation the honoms of that 
triumph which he had so well deserved. But thu sol¬ 
diery, who had looked with a greedy eye upon the 
immense treasures of the king, and had not had all 
the share of them which they bad promised them¬ 
selves, retained a warm resentment upon that ac¬ 
count, and were very ill-satisfied with Paulus iBonlius. 
They openly reproached him with having treated diem 
with too much rigour mid authority, ami seemed de¬ 
termined to refuse him the hondur of a triumph bt 
their suffrages. The soldiers called, that general s 
exactitude, in causing discipline to be observed, ri¬ 
gour ; and their discontent, occasioned by avarice, 
threw a veil over the excellent qualities pf Paulus 
.Emttius; to whom, however, they were obliged to 
do justice m their hearts, by acknowledging the supe¬ 
riority of bis merit in every respect. 

After some debates, a triumph was granted him. 
Never had any thing been so magnificent Itotti- 

k Liv. 1. xlv. n. 35—to, Phrt. in Paul. jEmil. p. *71. 
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lauedthtoedays successively. I do not enter here 
into aparticular account of it; hs that seems foreign 
to the Grecian History. The money in specie car¬ 
ried in it, without reckoning an infinite number of gold 
end silver vessels, amounted to more than twelve 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds sterling. One 
single cup of massy gold, which Paulus jEmilius had 
caused to be made, and weighed ten talents,* was 
valued for the gold only, at & hundred thousand 
crowns. It was adorned wkh jewels, and consecrated 
to Jupiter Capitolinus. 

After these rich spoils and treasures, which were 
earned in profession, was seen the chariot of Perseus, 
with his arms, and upon his arms, bis royal diadem. 
At some distance followed his, children, with their 
governors, preceptors, and all the officers of their 
household, who, shedding tears, held out their hands 
to the people, and taught those little captives to do 
toe same, and to endeavour, by their supplications 
and praj^rs, to move them in their favour. They 
Were,two sons and a daughter, who from the tender¬ 
ness of their years, were Uttie sensible of the great? 
tkess of their calamity; a circumstance which still 
more excited compassion. All eyes were fixed upon 
them, whilst their father was scarce regarded, and in 
the midst Of toe public joy, the people could not 
Refrain from tears at so mournful a sight. 

lftog Perseus walked after his children and all their 
train, wrapped in h mourning cloak. His air and 
behaviour seemed to argufe, that the excess of his 
misfortunes had turned his brain. He was foUowed 
by a troop of his friends and courtiers, who, hanging 
down their heads, and weeping with their eyes always 
fixed upon him, sufficiently explained to the specta¬ 
tors, that, little affected with their own misfortunes, 
they were sensible solely to those of their king. 

It that Perseus seat to desire Paulus 

ASmifibs not to exhibit him as a speeteoie to the 

She- talent weighed sixty pounds. 
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Rotnftns, and to spare him the indignity of htwog I ff 
in triumph. Paulus Aimilius replied coldly, “ The 
“ favour he asks of me is in his own power; he can 
“ procure it for himself.” He reproached him, in 
those few words, with his cowardice and excessive love 
of life, which the Pagans thought incumbent on them 
to sacrifice generously in such conjunctures. They 
did not know, that it is never lawful to make an 
attempt upon one’s own life. But Perseus was not 
prevented by that consideration. 

Paulus jEmilius, seated in a superb car, and mag¬ 
nificently adorned, closed the march. He had his 
two sons on each side of him. ' 

Whatever compassion he had for the misfortunes 
of Perseus, and however inclined he might be to 
serve him, all he could do for him, was to have him 
removed from the public prison to a more commo¬ 
dious place. Himself and his son Alexander were 
carried, by the order of the senate, to Alba, where 
he was guarded, and supplied with money, furni¬ 
ture, and people to serve him. MoBt authors agree, 
that be occasioned his own death,by abstaining from 
food. He had reigned eleven years. „ Macedonia 
was not reduoed into a province till some years 
afterwards. 

Cn. Octavius and L Anicius were also, granted 
the honour of a triumph; the first for his naval 
victories, and the other for that he had gamed in 
Illyria. 

Cotys, king of Thrace, sent to demand his son, 
who bad been confined in prison, after having been 
led in triumph. He excised himself for his attach' 
ment to the party of Perseus, and offered a great 
ransom for the prisoner* The senate, without re¬ 
ceiving his excuses, replied, that having more re¬ 
gard to his former services than late fault, they 
would send back his son, but without accepting any 
ransom; that the favours conferred.by the Roman 
people were free and voluntary, and that they chose 
rather to leave the price of them to the gratitude and 
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iffecticta of those they obliged, than to be paid im¬ 
mediately for them. 


ARTICLE II. 

This second article includes the space of something 
more than twenty years, from the defeat of Perseus, 
to the taking and destruction of Corinth by.Mum- 
mius, at which time Greece was reduced into a Ro¬ 
man province. 

Sect. I. Attains comes to Rotne to congratulate 
the Romans upon their success in Macedonia. 
The deputies of the Rhodians present themselves 
before the senate , and endeavour to appease their 
wrath. After long and warm solicitations, they 
succeed in being admitted into the alliance of the 
Roman people. Severity exercised against the 
JEtolians. All of them, in general, who had fa¬ 
voured Perseus^ are cited to Rome, to answer 
for. their conduct. A thousand Achaans carried 
thither: Polybius one of the number. The senate 
banishes them into several towns of Italy. After 
seventeen years of banishment, they are sent back 
\ into their own country :*when only three hundred 
of them remained 

A. M. Amongst the different embassies from kings' and 
MS7. states, which came to Rome after the victory over 
jg 7 ‘ c ' Perseus, Attains, Euraen&V brother, drew upon 
him ‘more than all others the eyes and attention 
of the Romans. The ravages committed by the 
Asiatic Gauls in the kingdom of Pergamus, had laid 
Attains under the' necessity of going to Rome, to im- 
plore tbe aid of the rtipbblic against those barbarians. 
Anothei' still more specious reason had obliged him 

1 Po)yb. Legat. xciii. Liv. L xl*. n. 18; SO. 
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to make that voyage. It was necessary to cofigmtur 
late the Romans upon their late victory, and to re¬ 
ceive the applauses he deserved for the part he had 
taken in the war against Perseus, and for having 
shared with them in all the dangers of it. He was 
received at Rome with all the marks of honour and 
amity that a prince could expect who had proved, in 
the army in Macedonia, a constant and determinate 
attachment for the Romans. He had a most favour¬ 
able reception, and made, his entrance into the city 
attended by a very numerous, train. 

All these honours, the real cause of which he did 
not penetrate, made him conceive thoughts and hopes 
which perhaps had never entered into his mind, if 
they had not been suggested to him. The greatest 
part of the Romans had no longer any esteem or af¬ 
fection for Eumenes. His secret negociations with 
Perseus, of which they had been apprised, made 
them believe that prince had never been heartily on 
their side, and that he only waited an occasion to de¬ 
clare against them, full of this prejudice, some of 
the most distinguished Romans, in their private con¬ 
versations with Attalus, advised him not to rfaention 
the business on which his brother had sent him to 
treat; but to speak solely of what related to himself. 

They gave him to understand that the senate, to 
whom Eumenes was beoome, suspected, and even 
odious, from his having appeared to waver between 
Perseus and the Romans, had th&ughts of depriving 
him of part of his kingdom, and to give it to himself, 
upon whom they could rely as an assured friend in¬ 
capable of changing. We*here recognize the maxims 
of-the Roman policy; and these detached features 
may serve to unveil it upon other occasions, when 
more attentive to conceal itself. 

The temptation was.delicate to a prince, who, 
without doubt, did not want ambition, and who was 
not of a temper to reject such plearing hopes when 
they presented themselves to him without being soli¬ 
cited. He listened therefore to these discourses and 
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thio proposal; and the rather, because they came from 
some of the principal persons of Rome, whose wis¬ 
dom he esteemed, and whose probity he respected. 
The affair went so far, that he promised them to de¬ 
mand in the senate, that part of his brother’s kingdom 
should be given to him. 

Attalus had a physician in his train, called Stratius, 
whom Eumenes, suspecting his brother, had sent 
with him to Rome, to have an eye upon his,conduct, 
and to recall him to his duty by good counsel, if he 
should happen to depart from it. Stratius had wit 
and penetration, and his manners were very insinuat¬ 
ing, and weli adapted to persuasion. Having either 
discovered, or learned from Attalus himself, the de¬ 
sign that had been instilled into him, he. took advan¬ 
tage of some favourable moments to open himself to 
him. He represented, That the kingdom of Perga- 
mus, weak of itself and but very lately established, 
bad subsisted, and been augmented, solely by the 
tmion and good understanding of the brothers who 
possessed it. That only one of them, indeed, enjoy¬ 
ed the name of king, and wore the diadem; but that 
they all reigned in reality. That Eumenes, having 
no male issue (for the son he had afterwards, and 
who succeeded him, was not then in being,) he 
could leave his throne Only to his next brother, 
That his right to the succession of the kingdom was 
therefore incontestable; and that, considering the 
age and infirmities of Eumenes, the time for such 
succession could not be very remote. And wherefore 
thfeh should he anticipate and hasten, by a violent 
and criminal undertaking, 'What would soon happen 
in a just and natural manner? Bid he desire to di¬ 
vide the kingdom with his brother, or to deprive him 
of it entirely? If he had only a part of it, both of 
tbein, weakened by such a division and exposed to 
the enterprises of their neighbours, might be equally 
deprived of their share. That if he proposed to 
reign alone, what would become of his elder brother? 
Would he reduce him to live as a private person, or 
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tend him, at his years, into banishment ? or, in jp. 
word, would he caosfe him to be put to death ? That 
he did not doubt, but such thoughts must give him 
horror. That, not to speak of the accounts related 
in fabulous history of the tragical effects of fraternal 
discord, the recent example of Perseus, ought to re* 
mind him of them. That that unfortunate prince, 
who had torn die sceptre from his brother, by shed¬ 
ding his blood, pursued by the Divine vengeance, had 
lately laid down the same »sceptre at the feet of his 
conqueror in the temple of Samothracia, and in a 
manner before the eyes, and by the order of the gods 
who preside there, the witnesses and aVengers of his 
guilt.' That he was assured that the very persons, 
who, less out of friendship for him, than ill-will for 
Eumenes, gave him at present such pernicious coun¬ 
sels, would be the first to praise his tender and con¬ 
stant affection for his brother, if he continued faith¬ 
fully attached to him to the last. Stratiua added the 
extreme danger to which Attalus would expose the 
kingdom of Pergamus in the present conjuncture, 1 
when the Gauls were preparing to,invade it. 

How unworthy was it of the Romans to kindle 
and blow up the fire of discord in this manner be¬ 
tween brothers! Of what value must a sincere, pru¬ 
dent, and disinterested friend appear at such a time! 
What an advantage is it dor a prince to give these 
who approach him the liberty of speaking freely, and 
without reserve to him j and of being knoWn by them 
in that light! The wise remonstrances Of Stratius pro¬ 
duced their intended effect upon the mind of At¬ 
tains. That prince, having been introduced into the 
senate, without speaking against bis brother, or de¬ 
manding a division of the kingdom of Pergamus, 
contented himself with congratulating foe senate, in 
the name of Eumenes and his brothers, upon the vic¬ 
tory gained in Macedonia, lie modestly dwelt upon 
foe zeal and affection wifo which be bad served in the 
war against Perseus. He desired, that they would 
send ambassadors to check foe insdenceof foe Gauls, 
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end toreducethem to tbeir former state; .and con¬ 
cluded with requesting, that thd investiture of iEnus 
and Maronsea, cities of Thrace, might be given to 
him, which places had been conquered by Philip, 
father of Perseus, and the possession disputed with 
him by Eumenes. . 

The senate, imagining that Attalus would demand 
another audience, in order to speak in particular of 
his pretensions to part of his brother’s dominions, 
promised beforehand to send ambassadors according 
to his request, and made the prince the usual presents. 
They promised besides to put him into possession of 
the two cities, 'as be desired. But when it was known 
that he bad left Rome, the senate, offended to' find 
that he had done nothing of what they had expected 
from him, and not being able to be revenged upon 
him in any other manner, revoked the promise they 
had made him; and, before the prince was out of 
Italy, declared ASnus and Maronaea free and inde¬ 
pendent cities. They sept, however, an embassy to 
the Gauls, at the head of which was P. Licinius; but 
with very different, instructions to those demanded by 
Attalus. The Roman policy tl."ew off the, mask en¬ 
tirely at thjs time, aqd shewed an aspect very unlike 
the frankness and probity of their ancestors. 

The-senate some days 'after gave audience to the 
Rhodians, which made a great noise; They were at 
first refused to be beard, at having rendered them- 
Selyqs unworthy of that honour by their conduct, and 
even a declaration of war against them wasialked of. 
Rfiodp^atarimed at it* sent two new deputies. Hav- 
ipg obtained, admittance to the senate with great dif- 
ficulty, they appeared there as suppliants , dressed in 
mourning habits, and. with their times bathed in tears. 
Astymedes spoke, and with a voice interrupted 
w&b.sobs took upon him the defence of bis un¬ 
fortunate, country. He took great care not to shew 
at first ids .desire to justify it He avowed, that it 
had jastly sncurred the anger of the Roman people; 

4 Myb. iept friH.—xeix. c, & chr. -lav. xk, a. 20—23, 
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he confessed its faults; he called to mind the indis¬ 
creet embassy, which the insolent pride of the orator 
who spoke had rendered still more criminal: but he 
begged the senate to make some difference between 
the entire body of the nation, and a few private per¬ 
sons disavowed by them, whom they were ready 
to deliver up. He represented that there was no 
republic nor city that did not include some bad mem¬ 
bers : that, after all, there were no other crimes ob¬ 
jected to them but words* foolish indeed, rash, ex¬ 
travagant (which he confessed to be the charac-' 
teristics and failings of his nation), but such as 
wise persons seldom lay much stress upon, or punish 
with exceeding rigour, no more than Jupiter aims 
his thunders at all that speak with little respect of 
his divinity. “ But (said he) the neutrality ob- 
“ served by us in the late war, is looked upon as a cer- 
“ tain proof of our enmity towards you. *Is there 
“ a tribunal in the world, wherein, the intention, 
“ when without effect, is punished as the action 
“ itself?- But allov. jg your severity be carried to that 
“ excess, at nost the punishmenj can only fall on 
“ those who have had this intention, and then the 
“ majority of us are innocent. Admitting even that 
“ this neutrality and inaction make us all criminal ; 
“ ought the real services we have rendered you in 
“ the two preceding wars to be deemed as nothing, 
“ and will they not cover the omission imputed to us 
“ in the last? Let Philip, Antiodhus, and Perseus, 
“ bear witness now in our cause. The voices of the 
“ two first will certaiuly'be for us, and absolve us; 
“ and,- for the third, at most, and in the severest 
“ sense, the sentence must appear doubtful and un- 
“ certain. Can you then, according to this state of 
“ the question, pass sentence of death against Rhodes; 
“ for you are now upon the point of deciding, whe- 


'* Neque moribus neque legibus ulHus civitatis ita compnratum 
tut, ut, fiquis vellet inimicum per ire, si nihil fecerit qua id fiat, 
capitis dumnetur. , Lir. 

VOL.. VII. 


s sr 


s 



THE HISTORY OF 

“ ther % shall subsist any longer, or be entirely de- 
u stroyed? You may declare war against us; but 
“ not a single Rhodian will take up arms against you. 
“ If you persist in your resentment, we demand time 
“ to go and report the result of our deputation at 
u Rhodes, and at that moment our whole city, men, 
<( women, and free persons, will embark with all our 
“ estates and effects; we will abandon our household 
“ gods, as well public as private, and come to Rome, 
“ where, after we have thrown our gold and silver, 
“ and all we have, at your feet, we will deliver up 
“ ourselves, our wives, and our children, to your dis- 
“ cretion. We will suffer here before your eyes, 
“ whatever you shall think fit to inflict upon us. If 
“ Rhodes is condemned to he plundered and set oo 
“ fire, at least we shall spare ourselves the sight of 
“ that calamity. You may, by your resolves, declare 
“ us to be your enemies; bufthere is a secret send- 
“ meat in the bottom of our hearts that declares quite 
“ the contrary, and assures us that, whatever hostili- 
“ ties you may exercise against us, you will never find 
“ us otherwise than friends and servants.” 

After tUs discourse, the deputies prostrated them¬ 
selves upon the earth, and held out their hands to¬ 
wards the senators, with olive branches in them, to 
demand peace. When they were withdrawn, by 
order of the senate, they proceeded to vote upon the 
affair. All who had served in Macedonia, in quality 
of consuls, prsetofs, or lieutenants, and who had 
most experienced their foolish pride and enmity to 
the Romans, were very much against them. M. Por- 
tius Cato, the celebrated* censor, known by the se¬ 
verity of Us character, which often rose to hardness 
of heart, was softened at this time in favour of the 
Rhodians, and spoke for them with great warmth 
aod eloquence. . Livy does not repeat his discourse, 
because it was then extant in a work of Cato’s own, 
entitled De Originibus, wherein he had inserted Us 
awn orations. 

The world has reason to regret the loss of so va- 
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laable a collection. Aulus Gellius * has preserved 
some fragments of this discourse of Cato’s; by which 
it appears he made use of almost the same reasons 
with the ambassadors from Rhodes. I shall cite some 
passages of it at the bottom of the page, to assist the 
reader in knowing and distinguishing the manly and 
energetical Style which characterized the Roman elo¬ 
quence in those ancient times, when more attention 
w as paid to the force of the sentiments than to the 
elegance of the words. 

Cato* begins his discourse by representing to the 
Romans, that they ought not, in consequence of their 
victory over the king of Macedon, to Abandon (hem- 
Selves to the extravagance of excessive joy. That 
prosperity generally excites pride and insolence. That 
he apprehends, in the present case, they may form 
resolutions which may draw some misfortune upon 
Rome, and cause the frivolous joy, to which they give 
themselves up, to vanish like a dream. “ Adversity 
“ (sttys he), in humbling the spirit, restores us to our 
“ reasotij and teaches us what is necessary to be done. 
“ Prosperity, on the contrary, hurries us in a mariner 
“ out of out way, by the joy it occasions, and rtiakei 
“ us lose sight of the measures which a calm temper 
“ of mind w : ould enable us to discern and execute. 
“ It is therefore, fathers, I am absolutely of opiniorl, 
“ that we should for a few days defer tile decision of 
“ this affair, till, having recovered from the violent 
“ emotiohs of our joy, we are again masters of our- 
“ selves, and capable of deliberating with more ma- 
“ turity." Be adds, “ That he indeed believes this 

Lib.- +ii. c. 5 . 

Scio solereplerisque homimtms rebus second h atqueproUxis atqus 
prosperis animum eicellere, superbiam atqueferociam augetcere utque 
erescere: quod miki nunc ittagna cura est, quia hue res tarn secundi 
processit, ne quid in eoitsUkndo adversi eveniat, quod nostras se- 
cundas res corfutel / neve kaclcetitia nimis luxuriate eveniat. Adverse 
res se domant, et docent quid opus sit facto: secundte res latitid 
iransrersum trudere solent i recte comulendo atque iutelHgendo. 
Quo majore opere edico suadeoque, vt'i hate res aliquot dies proferatur, 
rlgin ex tunto gaudio in potestutem nostrnm redeamus. 
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“ Rhodians were far from desiring that the Romans 
“ should have conquered Persfeus; but that they 
“ had such sentiments in common with all other 
“ states; sentiments, which did not proceed from 
“ their enmity to the Romans, but from the love 
“ of their own liberty; for which they had just 
“ cause to fear, when there should be none in a con- 
“ dition to dispute empire with us, and we should 
“ become absolute masters of all nations. For the 
“rest, the Rhodians did,not aid Perseus. Their 
“ whole * crime, by the consent of their most vio- 
“ lent accusers, is, that they intended to declare war 
“ against us. »Cut how long has the will, the inten- 
“ tion only, been a crime ? Is there any one amongst 
“ us that would be willing to subject himself to 
“ this rule ? For my part, I am sure, I would not. 
“ The f Rhodians, it is said, are proud; I should be 
“ very sorry that, my children could justly make me 
“ that reproach. But, pray, in what does their pride 
“ affect us ? Would it become us to impute it to them 
“ as a crime that they were prouder than we are ?” 

The opinion of so grave and venerable a senator as 
Cato prevented a war against the Rhodians. The 
anew given them did not declare them enemies, nor 
treat them as allies; but left matters still in suspense. 
They were ordered to remove their governors from 
the cities of Lycia and Carja. Those provinces were 
given up to them after the; defeat of Antiochus, and 
now taken from them by way of punishment. They 
were ordered also to evacuate Caunus and Stratonice. 
They had bought the first, for two hundred talents 
(about twenty-five thousand pounds), of Ptolemy’s 
generals, and the second had been given them by 

* Qui accrrimi adverdis eos dicit, ita dicit; hastes volume fieri. 
Et quit tandem at noetrdm, qui, quod ad sese attinet, teaman censeat 
qutmpiam pcenas dare ob earn relit, quod arguatur mule facere vo¬ 
lume f nemo opinor: nam ego, quod ad me attinet, nolim. 

f Rhodientes sttperbos ease aiunt; id objcctartta quod mihi & liberie 
nteii minimi diet velim. Sint sane sitpcrbi. Said id ad nos attinet f 
- line murimkii, siquls superbior cst qudm nos ? 
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Antiochus and Seleueus; they drew from those two 
cities an annual revenue of a hundred and twenty 
talents (or fifteen thousand pounds). At the same' 
time the senate granted the island of Delos an ex¬ 
emption from customs, which considerably diminished 
the revenues of the Rhodians. For instead of a mil¬ 
lion of drachmas (about five-and-twenty thousand 
pounds sterling), to which the revenue from those 
customs amounted before, it paid afterwards only a' 
hundred and fifty thousand (about three thousand 
seven hundred and fifty pounds sterling). 

The senate’s answer having dispelled at Rhodes 
the fear that the Romans would take arms against the 
republic, made all other evils appear light, as it is 
common for the expectation of great misfortunes to 
deaden the sensation of small ones. , How hard 
soever those orders were, they submitted to them, 
and put them in immediate execution. They de¬ 
creed at the same time a crown of gold to the 
Romans, of the value of * ten thousand pieces of 
gold, and chose their admiral Theodotus to present 
it. He had orders to solicit the*alliance of the Ro¬ 
mans. The Rhodians had not demanded it till then, 
though for almost a hundred and forty years they 
had shared in the most glorious expeditions of that 
republic; which was a feature of their politics. They 
were unwilling to hamper*their liberty with the chains 
of oaths and treaties; in order tlyat, continuing free, 
and their own masters, they might either aid the kings 
in distress, or be supported by them upon occasion. 
In the present conjuncture, they earnestly demanded 
to be admitted as allies, not to secure themselves 
against other powers, for fhey were in no apprehen¬ 
sions,of any besides the Romans; but to remove, by 
that change of conduct, all suspicions that might have 
been conceived to the prejudice of their republic. The 
alliance was not, however, granted them at this time. 

This might amount to about six thousand pounds, reckoning 
the piece of gold (x$WWs) at twelve shillings, or thereabouts. 
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Tiiey did not obtain it till the following year; nor then, 
without long and warm solicitations. Tiberius Gjrap- 
chus, on his return from Asia, whither he had been 
sent in quality of commissioner, to examine into it# 
condition, was of great service to them upon this oc¬ 
casion. He declared that the Rhodians bad punctually 
obeyed the senate’s orders, and had condemned the 
partisans of Perseus to death. After so favourable a 
report, the Rhodians were admitted into the alliance 
of the Roman republic. 

I have before observed, f that the Altolians had 
presented themselves before Paulus iEmilius in 
mourning habits, at his return from his expedition 
into Greece, and that he had given them audience at 
Aprphipolis. The subject of their complaints was, 
that Lyciscus and Tisippus, whom the influence of 
the Romans, to whose interests they were devoted, 
rendered very powerful in Aitolia, had surrounded 
the senate with soldiers, lent them by Baebius, who 
commanded in the province for the Romans; that 
they had put to death five hundred and fifty of the 
principal persons of-the nation, whose sole crime was 
their having seemed to favour Perseus; that a great 
number of others had been sent into banishment, and: 
that the estates, both of the one and the other, had 
been abandoned to their accusers. Paulus Ajimilius 
listened to their complaints. The investigation was. 
confined to enquiring, not on which side the injustice, 
and violence had been committed, but whether the par¬ 
ties concerned had been for Perseus or the Romans. 
The murderers were acquitted. The deceased were 
declared to have been justly put to death, and the 
exiles to have been justly banished. Bsebigs on)y was 
condemned for having lent his aid in this blpody ex¬ 
ecution ; but why condemned, if it was just; or if 
hot, why were those acquitted who had been the prin¬ 
cipal authors of it? 

This sentence gave great terror to all who had ex¬ 
pressed any favourable inclination for Perseus, apd ex- 
f Liv. 1. xlr. n. 28—32. 
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ceedingly increased tbe pride and insolence of the par* 
tisans of Rome. Tbe principal persons of each city 
were divided into three factions. Tbe one were entirely 
devoted td the Romans; others adhered to the party 
of the kings; both making their court to their pro¬ 
tectors by abject flatteries, and thereby rendering 
themselves powerful in their cities, which they held 
in an oppressive subjection. A third kind of citizens, 
in opposition to the other two, observed a kind of 
medium, neither taking part with the Romans nor 
the kings; but publicly asserting the defence of their 
laws and liberty. The latter, at bottom, were much 
■esteemed and beloved in their several Cities; but had 
no authority. All offices, embassies, honours, and re* 
wards, were conferred solely upon those who espous¬ 
ed the Roman interest, after tbe defeat of Perseus .; 
and they employed their credit in utterly destroying 
all those who differed from themselves in opinion. 

In tins view they repaired in great numbers,, from 
all parts of Greece, to tbe ten commissioners, ap¬ 
pointed by the senate to regulate affairs. They gave 
them to understand that, beside^ those who had de¬ 
clared publicly for Perseus, there were abundance of 
others secretly tbe enemies of Ronje, who, under 
the pretence of defending their liberty, influenced the 
whole people against them; and that those cities would 
never continue quiet, and perfectly subject to the 
Romans, unless, after the contrary party were en¬ 
tirely reduced, the authority of tfiose who had only 
the interest of the Roman commonwealth at heart 
was fully established. The ten commissioners per¬ 
fectly relished those reasons, and made them the 
rule of their conduct. What justice could be ex¬ 
pected from an assembly that was determined to con¬ 
sider and treat all as criminals who were not of the 
Roman party; and to reward all who should declare 
themselves their accusers and enemies, with the high¬ 
est graces and favours? We see here to what 
lengths ambition and the lust of empire carry man¬ 
kind. They make men blind to all sense of duty 
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and decency, and induce them to sacrifice justice, 
as well as, every thing else, when it opposes their 
views. The virtue of the Pagans was but a weak and 
very fluctuating principle. 

That appeared evidently upon this occasion. The 
Roman general, to whom a list bad been given of all 
those who were suspected, ordered them to attend 
him, from iEtolia, Acarnania, Epirus, and Boeotia, 
and to follow him to Rome, there to make their de¬ 
fence. Commissioners were sent also into Asia, in 
order to take informations against such as, in public 
or private, had favoured Perseus. 

A. M. Of all the Small states of Greece, 8 none gave the 
Ant 8 j 7 'c R° man republic so much umbrage as the Achaean 
167! ' league, which till then had continued formidable by 
the number and valour of their troops, by the ability 
of their generals, and, above all, by the union that 
reigned between all the cities of which it was com¬ 
posed. The Romans, jealous of a power that might 
prove an obstacle to their ambitious designs, espe¬ 
cially if they should join the king of Macedonia or 
the king of Syria, spared no pains to weaken it by 
introducing divisions, and gaining creatures, whom 
they raised by their credit to all employments, and 
by whose means they influenced the decisions in all the 
assemblies of the league. We have seen what passed 
in the affair of the Spartan cexiles. But it was in the 
conjuncture we now speak of, that the Romans gave 
the last stroke to their liberty. 

After the defeat of Perseus, Callicrates, to com¬ 
plete with the Romans, to whom he had sold him¬ 
self, the ruin of the partisans of liberty, whom he 
looked upon as his enemies, had the boldness to ac¬ 
cuse by name all those to the ten commissioners, 
whom he suspected to have had any inclination to 
support Perseus. They did not think it would be suf¬ 
ficient to write to the Achasans, as they had done to 
Other states, commanding them to send such of their 

Lir.xlv. n,3I. Pausan, in Achaic. p.410, 417. 
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citizens to Rome, as were accused of having favoured 
Perseus; but they sent two deputies to declare in 
person that order to the league. Two reasons in¬ 
duced them to act in this manner. The first was, 
their fear that the Achreans, who were very jealous 
of their liberty, and full of valour, should refuse 
obedience to mere letters that should be written 
them ; and that Callicrates, and the other informers, 
would run the risk of their lives in the assembly: 
the second, because in the letters which bad been 
found amongst Perseus’s papers, nothing appeared 
to convict the accused Achseans. 

The two commissioners sent into' Achaia, were 
C. Claudius and Cn. Domitius ./Enobarbus. One 
of them more abandoned to injustice than the other, 
(Pausanias does not say which,) complained in the 
assembly, that many of the most powerful persons 
of the league had assisted Perseus against the Ro¬ 
mans, and demanded, that they should be condemned 
as deserving death, after which he would name them. 
Tire whole assembly'was shocked at this proposal, 
and cried out on all sides, that it. was an unheard-of 
thing to condemn persons before it was known who 
they were, and pressed him to make known the 
guilty. Being urged repeatedly to explain himSelf, 1 
lie replied, at the suggestion of Callicrates, that all 
who had been in office, and commanded the-afinks, 
had rendered themselves guilty of that crime. Xenon, 
upon that, who was a person of great credit, and very 
much respected by the league, spoke to this effect: 
“ I have commanded the armies, and have had the 
“ honour to be the chief Magistrate of the league; I 
“ protest that I have never acted in any thing eon- 
trary to the interests of the Romans, which I am 
“ ready to prove either in the assembly of the Aclire- 
“ ans, or at Rome before the senate.” The Homan 
took hold of this expression as favourable to bis de¬ 
signs, and decreed, that all those who bad been 
charged by Callicrates should be sent to Rome, in 
order to justify themselves there. The whole assem- 
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bly was ip the highest affliction upon this sentence. 
Nothing -like it had ever been*known, even under 
Philip, or his son Alexander, Those princes, though 
irresistibly powerful, never conceived the thought of 
causing such as opposed them to be brought into 
Macedonia, but referred the trying of them to the 
council of the Amphictyons, their natural judges. 
The Romans did not imitate their moderation; but 
by a conduct, which may justly be called tyrannical, 
caused above a thousand of the most considerable 
citizens of the Achaean league to be seized and con¬ 
veyed to Rome. Callicrates became more than ever 
the object of hbrror and detestation to all the Achae- 
ans. All people avoided meeting him, and shunned 
him as an infamous traitor; and no one would bathe 
in the public baths after him, till all the water had 
been first emptied out of them. 

Polybius, the celebrated historian, was of the num¬ 
ber of these exiles. We have seen Lycortas, his fa¬ 
ther, distinguish himself by the fortitude and con¬ 
stancy with which he supported the interests of the 
Achaean league during his government of it. He 
bad taken particular care of the education of his son. 
In politics, Polybius had Lycortas his father, a great 
statesman, for his master; and in war, Philopcemen, 
one of the most able and intrepid generals of anti¬ 
quity; it was under these* tutors that be imbibed 
those learned lessons in the arts of government and 
war, which he practised himself, and has transmitted 
to posterity in his writings. 

As soon as he arrived at Rome, whither his reputa¬ 
tion had reached before him, his merit made the 

S eatest men of the republic cultivate bis friendship. 

e was particularly intimate with the two sons of 
Paulus iEmilius, the eldest of whom had been adopt¬ 
ed into the family of the Fabii, and the youngest into 
that of the Scipios. The latter had been adopted by 
P. Cornelius Scipio, son of Scipio Africanus, who 
conquered Hannibal. I have enlarged sufficiently, 
in the conclusion of the history of the Carthaginians, 
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upon the intimate friendship of Polybius with this 
second son of Paulus iEmilius, who afterwards con¬ 
quered Carthage and Numantia. That young Roman 
perceived the value of such a friend, and knew how 
to apply his lessons and advice to the best advantage. 

It is very probable that Polybius composed the great¬ 
est part of his history, or at least collected his mate¬ 
rials for it, at Rome. 

When, the Achseans arrived at Rome, the senate, 
without bearing or examining their cause, supposing, 
without any foundation, and contrary to the most 
known truth, that they bad been tried and sentenced 
in the assembly of the Achasans, banisfied them into 
different towns of Italy. Polybius was excepted from 
that number. 

The Achseans, 11 surprised and afflicted with the 
fate of their countrymen, sent deputies to Rome, 
to demand that the senate would vouchsafe to take 
cognizance of their cause. They were answered, that 
it had been done, and that they had adjudged it them¬ 
selves. Upon that reply, the Achseans sent back the 
same deputies to Rome (with Eurceas at their head) 
to protest again before the senate, that the Achseans 
had never been heard by their country, and that 
their affair had never been brought to a trial. Eu- 
rseas, in consequence, entered the senate with the 
other deputies who accompanied him, and declared 
the orders he had received, prayiqg, that they would 
take cognizance of the accusation,, and not sutler the 
accused; to perish, without passing sentence upon the 
d ime they were charged with. That it were to be. 
wished the senate would*examine the affair them¬ 
selves, and make known the? guilty; but, in case their 
other great affairs should not afford them leisure for 
such enquiry, they had only to refer it to the Acluc- 
ans, who would do them justice in such a manner as 
should evince the greatness of their aversion for th© 
guilty. Nothing was more equitable than this de¬ 
mand, and the senate was very much at a loss how to 
* Polyb. Legat. cv. 
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answer it. On the one side, $ey did not think it 
proper to try the cause, for the accusation was ground-^ 
less; on the other, to dismiss the exiles without pass-* 
ing judgment upon them, was to lose irrecoverably 
all their friends in Achaia. The senate, in order to 
leave the Greeks no hopes of retrieving their exiles, 
and to render them thereby more submissive to their 
orders, wrote into Achaia to Callicrates, and into the 
other states to the partisans of the Romans, that it 
did not appear to them that the return of the exiles 
was consistent with their interest, or with that of their 
country. This answer not only threw the exiles, but 
all the people 1 of Greece, into a consternation. An 
universal mourning succeeded it. They were con¬ 
vinced, that there was nothing further to hope for the 
accused Achaeans, and that their banishment was per¬ 
petual. 

However, ‘they sent new deputies, with instruc¬ 
tions to demand the return of the exiles; but as sup¬ 
pliants, and as a favour; lest in taking upon them 
their defence, they should seem in the slightest de¬ 
gree to oppose the .will of the senate. There did not 
escape any thing in their harangue, that was not very 
well weighed, and sufficiently reserved. Notwith¬ 
standing which, the senate continued inflexible, and 
declared that they would persist in the regulations 
already made. - 9 * 

k ,’The Achaeans, without being disheartened, ap¬ 
pointed several deputations at different times, but 
with no better success; they were particularly or¬ 
dered to demand the return of Polybius. They 
were in the right to persevere thus in their appli¬ 
cations to the senate in favour of their countrymen. 
Though their repeated solicitations had no other ef¬ 
fect than to place the injustice of the Romans in full 
light, they could not be considered as unnecessary. 
Many of the senators were moved with them, and 
were of opinion, that it was proper to send home the 
exiles. 

1 Polyb. Legat cxxii. k Id. Legat. cxxix. cxxx. 
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The Achseans, 1 having received advice of this fa¬ 
vourable disposition,* in order to improve it to their 
'advantage, appointed a last deputation. The exiles 
had been , already banished seventeen years, and a 
great number of them were dead. There were very 
warm debates upon this subject in the senate; some 1 
being for their return into their own country, and 
restored to the possession of their estates; and others 
opposing it. Scipio, at the request of Polybius, had 
solicited Cato in' favour of the exiles. That grave 
Senator, rising up to speak in his turn: “To see us 
“ (said he) dispute a whole day, whether some poor 
' <! old men of Greece shall be interred-by our grave- 
“ diggers, or those of their own country, would not 
“ one believe that we had nothing at all to do?” That 
pleasantry was all that was wanting to make the se¬ 
nate ashamed of their obstinate perseverance, and to 
induce them to send back the exiles into Pelopon¬ 
nesus. Polybius was anxious that they might be re¬ 
instated in all the honours and dignities they pos¬ 
sessed before their banishment; but before he pre¬ 
sented that request to the senate, he thought proper 
to sound Cato upon it, who told him smiling, “ Po- 
“ lybius, you do not imitate the wisdom of Ulysses. 

“ You are for returning into the cave of the Cyclops 
“‘for some miserable tatters you have left there.” 

The exiles accordingly returned into their country; A. M. 
but of the thousand that left it, only about three , 385 , 4 ' c 
hundred remained. Polybius made no use of this , ’ 

permission; or if he did, he soon rejoined Scipio, 
since three years after he was with him at the siege 
of Carthage. 


1 Plot, in Cato.-Cens. p. 341. 
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Sect, II. Mem flattery of Prusias, king of Bithy- 
nia, in the senate. Enmenes, become suspected by 
the Romans, is not suffered to enter Rome. An- 
arathes, king of Cappadocia, dies, and is succeeded 
by a son of the same name. Death of Enmenes. 
Attains, his brother, succeeds him, as guardian to 
his son, then Very young. JVar between Attains 
and Frusias. The latter having formed the de¬ 
sign of putting his son Nicomedes to death, is killed 
by him. Embassy of three celebrated Athenian 
philosophers'to Rome. Another from the people 
of Marseilles. Digression upon the city of Mar¬ 
seilles. 

After the defeat of Perseus, new embassies cam6 
every day to Rome,, either to congratulate the Ro¬ 
mans upon their victory, or to justify or excuse them¬ 
selves for the attachment they had seemed to have to 
that prince; and some came to lay complaints before 
the senate iti regard to some allies. We have seen 
hitbefto what relates to the Rhodians and AchteanS. 
In this section I shall collect what Concerns EumCnes 
king of Pergamu9, Prusias king of Bithyuia, and 
some other particular affairs. 

A. M. Prusias being come to R^me," 1 to pay to the senate 
3S3s. an d Roman people his compliments of congratula- 
tf i68 C t ’ on u P on the goOH success of the war against Per¬ 
seus, dishonoured the royal dignity by his abject flat¬ 
tery. At his reception by the deputies appointed by 
the senate for that purpose, he appeared with hia 
head shaved, and with the cap, habit, and shoes and 
stockings of a slave made free; and saluting the de¬ 
puties ; “ You see,” said he, “ one of your freed men 
“ ready to fulfil whatsoever you shall please to com- 
“ mand, and to conform entirely to all your customs.’ 
When he entered the senate, be stood at the doo 


Polyb. in Legat. xcvii. Liv, lib. xlv. n. 4*. 
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facing the senators, who w-ere seated, and prostrating 
himself, kissed the threshold. Afterwards, address¬ 
ing himself to the assembly, “ I salute you, ye gods, 
“ preservers,” cried he; and went on with a discourse 
suitable to that preamble. Polybius says, that lie 
should be ashamed to repeat it. He concluded with 
demanding, that the Roman people would renew the 
alliance with him, and grant him certain lands taken 
from Antiochus, of which the Gauls had possessed 
themselves without any /igiit or pretension. He 
then recommended his son Nicotnedes to them. All 
he asked was granted him; only commissioners were 
appointed to examine into the condition of the lands 
in question. Livy, in his account of this audience, 
omits the abject submissions of Frusias; of which 
he pretends the Roman historians say nothing: he 
contents himself with mentioning, in the conclusion, 
part of what Polybius had said before; and not with¬ 
out good reason. For that base deportment at least 
dishonoured the senate as much, who suffered, as the 
prince who acted it. 

Prusias had scarce left Rome,".when advice came 
that Eumenes w r as upon the point of entering it. 
That news gave the senate great perplexity. Eu¬ 
menes, in the war against Perseus, had 'behaved in 
such a manner that they could neither consider him 
as a friend nor an enemji. There was ground for 
violent suspicions, but no certain proofs against him. 
To admit him to an audience, was*to declare him in¬ 
nocent: to condemn him as guilty, was to lay them 
under the necessity of a war with him, and to pro¬ 
claim to all the world, that they had been deficient 
in prudence, by loading a prince with favours and 
honours, with whose character they were little ac¬ 
quainted. To avoid these inconveniences, the senate 
made a decree, by which, under the pretext that the 
reception of kings was too great an expence to the 
republic, they forbade all kings in general to enter 
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aotT caDse^ t^t ©rdiaarjee to be signified 
m the itingpf Pergamus, who wtfs at.no loss to com¬ 
prehend its meaning. He returned, therefore, into 
bis ©dm dominions. 

This affront encouraged his enemies* a©d cooled 
Ant**/*C affection of his allies. Pfusias sent an ambassa- 

m. dhr to Rome, to complain gainst him for the irrup¬ 
tions he made into Bitbynia., He added, that Eu- 
menefl held secret intelligence with Antiochus: that 
he treated all those injuripusly who seemed to fa¬ 
vour the Romans, and particularly the Gailo-Gre- 
ciaos, his neighbours, in contradiction to the senate’s 
decrees in their behalf. That people had also sent 
deputies to Rome with their complaints; which they 
afterwards repeated S*everal times, as well as Prusias. 
tt?e ; senate did not yet declare- themselves. They 
©patented themselves with covertly aiding and sup¬ 
porting the Gallo-Grecians to the utmost of their 
power, without doing-any manifest injustice to Eu- 


| 3 #*f i|iflg of Pergamus, whh had been forbidden 
into Borne, sent his brothers, Attalus and 
Athenseus thither, to answer the accusations with 
which-he was charged. The apology they made 
seetpod felfy to confute all the complaints that had 
been afiegedageinst the kiug, and the senate were so 
veil satisfied;, with it, thatjbey sent them back into 
Asm laden with honours and presents. They did 
riutj however, entirely efface the prejudices conceived 
^puoat their brother. The senate dispatched Sulpi- 
cip? Galius and Manius Sergius, with orders to in- 
f©NB themselves secretly, whether Aqtiochus and Eu¬ 
genes were not concerting some design against the 
Romans. * 

: $ulpicitM^acted in this commission with very great 
b^rwlence. He ww a yam men, and aimed at ap¬ 
pearing important, by declaring against* Eumenes. 
When he arrived In Asia, he/caused all th© cities to 

Polyb. Legs*. xcvii. cii, cit. ev; cvi. cxix. cxxi. 
lMo, ia Excerpt, yales. p, 14.5, 
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be informed, that' soehaebkdany compl&kr#;. 

In ftgattl'. to tta flfasi'istigk repair to him 
at Sardis. And them for'tefi days be hearkened 
quietly to all the accusation* people thought fit to 
form against Eumenes; a Iibertythat set altmaicon- 
teftts at work, and opened a door for all manner 0 f 
calumnies. 

Tiberias Gracchus, whom the senate sent the fd* A,M. 
lowing year into Asia upon the satpe account, was 38 40. 
received by Eumenes and Atitfochus in a manner 
which convinced him there was nothing to fear from 
those two kings, and induced him "to .make Ms re¬ 
port to the senate accordingly. He gave an equally 
favourable account of the conduct 'of Ariarathes, king 
of Cappadocia, whose sister Eumeries had married. 

That prince died some time after. His sort Ariara- a. m. 
thes,’ surnamed Philopator, succeeded him. He had 3842. 
him by Antiochis, the daugliter ofAntrochus theGreat, Ant - J - c - 
and intended, when he came to age, to resign his m ‘ 
kingdom to him' to which his son would newt con¬ 
sent; from whence he was called Pkilopator, that Ik; 
lotier of his father: an action highly laudable, in ail 
age wherein it was no uncommon thing to acquire 
kingdoms by patricide. 

As soon as fhe young king ascended-the throne'' ha 
sent deputies to Rome, to demand that the treaty, 
which his father had made with the Romans; should be 
renewed, which was granted Mm, qpth praxes. 

* Some time after,’ notwithstanding Eumenes aided A. M. 
him with all his forces, he was dethroned by Denie- 3845 - . 
triuSj king of Syria, and one of bis elder brothers set An , t ^‘ G ' 
itt his place, who was a supposititious child, named 
Hdlofernes.' Ariarathes took refuge at Rome. The 
usurper and* Demetrius sent tbdr ambassadors alto A.M. 
thither. The senate decreed* that the two brothers m T 7 - 
should *serga jointly. It was « policy soffirientty Cl 
frequent with the Homans to divide kingdoms be- 

' Bfod. Ectog. p. 893. ' pjstya. ups. ac>6. 

* Id. Legit, cxxvi. 
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tween brothers, in order to weaken them by that par¬ 
tition, and sow the seeds of an eternal division between 
them. Attalus, in the first year of his reign, re-esta¬ 
blished him in the sole possession of the throne, hav¬ 
ing conquered and expelled his competitor. 

A. M. Eumenes was always suspected by the Romans, and 
3845. almost continually at war with Prusias, or the Gallo- 
Ant. J.C. Grecians. He died at length, after having reigned 
thirty-eight years.* He left for his successor' in the 
kingdom his son Attalus, surnamed Philometor, then 
an infant, whom he had by Stratonice, sister of Aria- 
rathes, and appointed as guardian of his son, and re¬ 
gent of his kingdom, his brother Attalus Philadelphus, 
who governed the kingdom one-and-twenty years. 

Polybius bestows great praises on Eumenes. The 
body of that prince, says he, was weak and delicate, 
but his soul great, and abounding with the most noble 
sentiments. He was inferior to none of the kings* 
who were his contemporaries in many other qualities, 
and excelled them in all the nobleness of his inclina¬ 
tions. The kingdom of Pergamus, when he received 
it from his father,.consisted only of a very small num¬ 
ber of cities, which scarce deserved that name. He 
rendered it so powerful, that it might have disputed 
pre-eminence with almost all the greatest kingdoms. 
He owed nothing either to chance or fortune;—I still 
use the words of Polybius. Every thing was the re¬ 
sult of his prudence, assiduity, and activity. From 
his fondness for "true glory, he did more good to 
Greece, and enriched more private persons, than 
any prince of his time. To finish his character, he 
possessed so fully the arPof engaging the respect of 
bis three brothers,' and of keeping them within 
bounds by his authority, without letting them per¬ 
ceive it, that though they were all of age and capa¬ 
city to act for themselves, and shared with him in the 

N Strabo. 1. xiii. p. 624. * Polyb. in Exempt. Virt. et 

Yit. p. 166. 

* Strabo says, be reigned forty-three years, but that is pre- 
sumod to be an error. 
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functions of the sovereignty, they never failed in 
point of submission, but continued always in perfect 
union, and, with equal zeal for his service, assisted 
him in defending and aggrandizing the kingdom. It 
would be difficult to find such an example of autho¬ 
rity over brothers, joined with unalterable concord 
and union. 

I ought not, in this place, to omit one thing, which 
does great honour to the memory of Eumenes; that 
is, his having founded the famous library of Pergamus, 
or at least, considerably augmented it. 

The division * which had almost perpetually sub- A.M. 
sisted between Prusias and Eumenes, continued ^ j 8 ' c 
under Attalus, who succeeded the latter. Prusias ‘ 156 ‘ 
having been victorious in a battle, entered Pergamus, A 
and, violently enraged and afflicted that he had failed 3349 . 
of seizing Attalus, let fall the weight of his revenge Ant.J.C. 
upon the statues and temples of the gods; burning l55, 
and destroying all before him in his march. Attalus 
sent his brother Athenaeus to Rome, to implore aid 
of the senate, who sent several embassies at different 
times to forbid Prusias to continue the war against 
Attalus; but he eluded those orders, either by delays, 
or even by treachery, having once attempted, under 
pretence of an interview, to seize the Roman am¬ 
bassador and Attalus. His design was discovered, 
and the execution of it prevented; but his crime 
was not the less upon that account^ Rome at other 
times would have punished it with the destruction 
of his kingdom. She was at present contented with 
sending ten commissioners, with instructions to put 
an end to this war, and lo oblige Prusias to make 
Attalus satisfaction for the’ damages he had done 
him. Attalus, however, with the aid of his allies, 
had assembled numerous forces both by sea and 
land. All things were prepared for opening the 
campaign, when news came that the commissioners 
were arrived. Attalus joined them. After some 

Polyb. Legat. cxxviii. cxxix. cxxxiii. cxxxv. cxxxri. 
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conferences upon the present affair, they set out fer 
Bithynia, where they declared to Prusias the orders 
they were charged with from the senate. That 
prince was willing to accept part of the conditions 
prescribed him; but refused to comply with most of 
the rest. The commissioners, exasperated at his re¬ 
jecting them, broke the alliance and amity with him, 
and resuming immediately their route to Pergarnus, 
left Prusias in terrible apprehensions. They ad¬ 
vised Attalus to keep with*his army upon the fron¬ 
tiers of his kingdom, without being the first to commit 
hostilities; and some of them returned to Rome, to 
inform the senate of the rebellion of Prusias. At 
length he opened his eyes, and new commissioners 
from Rome obliged him to lay down his arms, and 
sign a treaty of peace which they presented him. 
This treaty imported, that Prusias should give imme¬ 
diately twenty decked ships to Attalus; that he 
should pay him five hundred talents (five hundred 
thousand crowns) within twenty years; and that the 
two kings should keep within the bounds of their own 
dominions, as they stood before the war; that Pru¬ 
sias, in reparation of the damage he had done upon 
the lands of some neighbouring cities, which were 
named, should pay them a hundred talents (a hun¬ 
dred thousand crowns). When he had accepted and 
signed these conditions, Attalus drew off his troops 
both by sea and l$nd into his own kingdom. In this 
manner ended the war, occasioned by the differences 
between Attalus and Prusias. 

Attalus the younger/ the son of Eumenes, when the 
peace was concluded between the two states, made 
a voyage to Rome, in ofder to make himself known 
to the senate, to demand the continuance of their 
amity, and, without doubt, to thank them also for 
the protection they had granted his uncle, who 
reigned in his name. He received from the senate 
all the marks of favour he could expect, and all the 


1 PoIyb.Legat.cxl. 
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honours suitable to his years; after which he set out 
for his own dominions. 

Prusias 1 also sent afterwards his son Nicomedes A.M. 
to Kome; and knowing that he was highly respected 3855. 
there, he gave him instructions to demand that the Antl J,c< 
senate would remit him the remainder of the sum he ' +9 ‘ 
was. to pay Attalus. He joined Menas with him in 
this embassy, to whom he had given secret orders to 
dispatch the young prince, in order to advance his 
children by a second wife.’ The favour demanded by 

rusias was refused, Attalus’s ambassadors demon¬ 
strating that the whole sum was far from being equal 
to the losses his master had sustained. 

Menas, instead of executing the horrid comtnis- A.M. 
sion he was charged with, discovered the whole to 3856. 
Nicomedes. The young prince having quitted Ant,J - c - 
Koine to return into Bithynia, thought it incum- 148, 
bent on him to prevent the murderous designs of 
his father. Supported by the assistance of Attalus, 
he revolted against him, and drew over the greatest 
part of the people to his side; for Prusias was 
universally hated for his oppressions and cruelties. 

That unfortunate prince, abandoned by all his sub¬ 
jects, took refuge in a temple, where he was slain by 
soldiers sent by Nicomedes, or, according to some, 
by Nicomedes himself. What horrors on each side! 

Prusias was called the Hunter, and had reigned at 
least six-and-thirty years. It was,with him Hannibal 
liad taken refuge. 

The king of Bithynia’s person had nothing in it to 
prejudice people in his favour; nor was his mind 
more to his advantage. “ He was in size but half 
a man, and a mere woman as to valour and bravery. 

He was not only timorous, but delicate, and incapable 
of fatigue; in a word, equally effeminate in body and 
mind; defects by no means amiable in a king, and 
lfeast of all amongst the Bithynians. Polite learning, 


2 Appian. in Mithridat. p. 175. Justin, J. xxxiv. c. 4. 
* P*lybu in Exctrpt. p. 173,174. 
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philosophy, and all other liberal sciences connected 
with them, were entirely foreign to him. In short, 
he had no manner of idea of moral rectitude or 
beauty. Night and day he lived a true Sardanapalus. 
So that his subjects, upon the first dawn of hope, 
joined with the utmost ardour in measures against 
him, and to punish him in the same manner in which 
he had governed them. 

1 have deferred speaking of two embassies, which 
arrived at Rome very near the same time. 

A.M. The one came from the Athenians, who having 
Ant J C k een condemned by a sentence passed on them by the 
155 . Sicyonians, b but under the authority of the Roman 
senate, in a fine of five hundred talents, for having 
laid waste the lands of the city of Qropus, sent to 
demand the remission of that fine. The ambassadors 
were three celebrated philosophers; Carneades, of the 
sect of the Academics; Diogenes, of the Stoics; and 
Critolaus, of the Peripatetics. The taste for eloquence 
and philosophy had not yet made its way so far as 
Rome; it was about the time of which we are speak¬ 
ing that it began to spread there, and the reputation 
of these three philosophers did not a little contribute 
to it. The young people of Rome, who had any taste 
for the sciences, made it an honour and amusement 
to visit them, and were struck with admiration in 
hearing them, especially Carneades, whose lively and 
graceful eloquence, in which solidity and elegance 
were conjoined, transported and enchanted them. 
It was the general topic of conversation, that a Greek 
of extraordinary merit was arrived, who from his 
great knowledge was more than man, and who, in 
calming and softening the most violent passions by 
his eloquence, inspired youth with a kind of love, 
which made them renounce all other pleasures and 
employments, to devote themselves wholly to philo¬ 
sophy. He had for his auditors all the most consi¬ 
derable persons of Rome. His discourses translated 


Cic. 1. ii. de Orat. n. 155. Aul. Gel. 1. vir. c. 14. 
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into Latin by one of the senators, were in all hands. 
All Rome saw, with great joy, their children apply 
themselves to the Grecian learning, and attach them¬ 
selves to those wonderful men. Cato alone seemed 
sorry for it; apprehending, that this taste for polite 
learning would extinguish that for military knowledge; 
and that they would prefer the glory of speaking to 
that of acting well. The example of the second 
Scipio Africanus, educated at the same time under the 
care of Polybius, in a tastfe for the sciences, demon¬ 
strates how ill-founded that prejudice of Cato’s was. 
Be this as it may, he warmly reproached the senators 
for keeping the ambassadors so long in the city; and 
having caused the affair that brought them thither to 
be dispatched, he hastened their departure. By a 
decree of the senate, the fine, in which the Athenians 
had been condemned, was mitigated, and the five hun¬ 
dred talents reduced to one hundred. 

The other embassy was sent by the c people of 
Marseilles. They had already been often harassed 
by the Ligurians; but at the time of which we now 
speak, they were reduced to the last extremities, 
and sent ambassadors to Rome to implore aid of 
the senate. They came to a resolution to send de¬ 
puties to the Ligurians, to incline them to senti¬ 
ments of peace and equity by mild measures and 
negociation. Such conduct made them only the 
more haughty, and they carried their insolence so 
far as to offer indignities to the deputies, and to 
violate the law of nations in their persons. The 
senate being informed of this unhappy affair, made 
the consul Quintus Opifhius march immediately 
against them with an army. He laid siege to the 
city 4 where the insult had been offered to the Roman 
ambassadors, took it by storm, made slaves of the in¬ 
habitants, and sent the principal authors of the affront 
bound and fettered to Rome, to be punished there 
according to their deserts. The Ligurians w ere beaten 
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in several battles and cut to pieces. The victor dis¬ 
tributed all the conquered lands’amongst the people 
of Marseilles. He ordered the Ligurians to send 
hostages to Marseilles, which were to be exchanged 
for others from time to time; in order to lay a curb 
upon them, and prevent them from molesting the 
people of Marseilles, as they had done till then. 

Rome had always held the people of Marseilles in 
extreme consideration, founded upon their extraor¬ 
dinary merit, and the inviolable fidelity with which 
they had constantly adhered to the party of the 
Romans. They came originally' from Phocsea, a city 
of Ionia. When Cyrus sent Harpagus to besiege it, 
the inhabitants, rather than submit to the yoke of 
the barbarians, as so many others had done, em¬ 
barked with their wives and children, and all their 
effects; and after various adventures, having cast a 
mass of red-hot iron into the sea, they all engaged 
themselves by oath never to return to Phocrea, till 
that iron should swim upon the water. Afterwards, 
having landed upon the coast of Gaul, near the 
mouth of the Rhope, they settled there by the con¬ 
sent of the king of tire country, and built a city 
since called Marseilles. Some authors suppose that 
this city was already in existence, and had been 
founded by an ancient colony of these same Phocae- 
aos in the reign of Tarquiqius Priscus, about the se¬ 
cond year of the; forty-fifth Olympiad, und six hun¬ 
dred years before the birth of Jesus Christ; and that 
those who fled from Harpagus, and came to settle 
here, were called the founders, because they greatly 
increased the extent and power of this city. This 
second foundation took place in the sixtieth Olym¬ 
piad, about five hundred and forty years before the 
birth of Jesus Christ, when Servius Tullius reigned 
at Rome. 

The king, who had received them into his domi¬ 
nions with great kindness, being dead, his son f did 

Herod. L i- c. 164. JuMio. 1. xliii. c. 3. f Id. 1. xliiL c. 4. 
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not shew them .equal favour. The growing power of 
their city gave him umbrage. He was made to under¬ 
stand that those strangers, whom he had received into 
his country as guests and suppliants, might one day 
make themselves masters of it by right of conquest. 
The fable of the bitch was made use of upon this 
occasion, that asked her companion to lend her her 
kennel only for eight days, till she had brought 
forth her whelps ; then by urgent entreaties obtained 
a second term, that she might have time to bring them 
up; and at last, when they were grown large and 
Strong, made herself absolute mistress and proprietor 
of the place, from whence she could nCVer afterwards 
be expelled. The Marseillese had, in consequence, 
at first a severe war upon their hands; but having 
been victorious, they continued in quiet possession oi 
the lands that bad been granted them, within the 
bounds of which they were not long confined. 

Jn process of time they settled several * colonies, 
and built several cities; Agde, Nice, Antibes, Olbia; 
which much extended their territory and aug¬ 
mented their power. They hq,d ports, arsenals, 
and fleets, which rendered them formidable to their 
enemies. 

So many new settlements h contributed to the 
spreading of the Greeks in Gaul, and occasioned a 
wonderful change in that country. The Gauls quit¬ 
ting their ancient rusticity by degrees, began to be 
civilized, and to assume more gefltle manners. In¬ 
stead of breathing nothing but war, they accustomed 
themselves to the observance of the laws of a wise 
government. They learired to improve their lands, 
to cultivate vines, and to plant olives. * Hence so 
surprising an alteration ensued, as well in the pro¬ 
vinces as in the people who inhabited them, that it 

s Strab. p. 180. h Justin. 1. xliii. c. i. 

* Adto mapiut ei kombdbus ei rebus impositus est mtor, id Non 
Grad* m GstUiam tmigrasse, sed Gallia in Grecian translata vide • 
retur. Justin. 
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might have been said, Greece was not come to Gaul, 
but Gaul had been transferred into Greece. 

The 1 inhabitants of the new city made very wise 
laws for its polity and government, which was ari- 
stocratical; that is to say, in the hands of the elders. 
The council of'the city was composed of six hundred 
senators, who continued in that function during life. 
Of that number fifteen were elected to take care of 
the current affairs, and three to preside in the assem¬ 
blies, in quality of principal magistrates. 

The right of hospitality k was in singular estima¬ 
tion amongst the Marseillese, and practised by them 
with the most exalted humanity. To maintain the 
security of the asylum which they gave to strangers, 
no person was suffered to enter the city with arms. 
Certain persons were placed at the gates, whose busi¬ 
ness it was to take care of the arms of all who came 
in, and to return them when they went out. 

All entrance was barred to such as might be in¬ 
clined to introduce sloth and a voluptuous life; and 
particular care was taken to banish all double-deal¬ 
ing, falsehood, and fraud. 

They piqued themselves 1 especially upon so¬ 
briety, modesty, and frugality. The most consider¬ 
able portion amongst them did not exceed a 
hundred pieces of gold; that is to say, very near a 
hundred pistoles. They were not aMowed to lay out 
more than five in dress, and as many in jewels. 
Valerius Maximus 1 , m who lived in the reign of Ti¬ 
berius, admires the regulations of government ob¬ 
served at Marseilles in his time. “ That city,” (says 
he,) “ stedfastly retaining 'the * ancient severity of 
“ manners, excludes from their theatre those co- 
“ medians whose pieces generally turn upon the sub- 

1 Strab. 1. i*. p. 179. k Val. Max. 1. ii. c. 6. 

1 Strab. 1. iv. p. 181. “ Lib. ii. c. 6. 

* Eadem civitas severitatis custos acerrima est: nullum aditum 
in scenam mimis dando, quorum argumenta majore ex parte stupro- 
rum continent actus, ne talia sped andi consuetuda etiam imitandi 
licentiam sumat. 
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“ ject of unlawful lov,e.” The reason given for this 
maxim is still finer and more remarkable than the 
maxim itself: “ Lest” (adds the author) “ a famili- 

“ arity with such sort of shows should make the peo- 
“ pie the more apt to imitate them.” 

They would not admit in funeral ceremonies those 
indecent tears and lamentations with which they are 
generally attended, and ordered the obsequies to be 
terminated the same day by a domestic sacrifice, and 
an entertainment for the friends and relations of the 
deceased.* For is it consistent to abandon ourselves 
“ to immoderate affliction, or to be offended at the 
“ Divinity for not having thought fit to share his im- 
“ mortality with us?” 

Tacitus makes mention of the city of Marseilles 
highly to its praise; the passage occurs in his Life of 
Julius Agricola his father-in-law. After having spoken 
of the excellent education he had received from the 
care and tender affection off Julia Procilla, his mo¬ 
ther, a lady of extraordinary virtue, who made him 
pass the early years of his youth in the study of those 
arts and sciences that suited his birth and age; 
he adds, “ What had preserved him from the dan- 
“ gers and disorders to which youth is generally 
“ exposed, was, besides his own excellent disposi- 
“ tion, the good fortune of having from his infancy 
“ the city of Mtftseilles for his school, in the man- 
“ ners of whose inhabitants, the politeness of the 
“ Greeks, and the simplicity and reserve of the pro- 
“ vinces, were happily united.” Arcebat eumabille- 
cebris peccantium, prater ipsius bonam integramque 
mturam, quod stcitim pm*culus sedem ac magistram 
studiorum Massiliam habuerit, locum Greed comi- 


Etenim (jiiid attinct, uut Immano dolori indulged, aut divino 
numini invidiam fieri, <juod immortalitatem suam nobiscum partiri 
noluerit ? 

f Mata Julia Procilla fuit, rarw castitatis. In hujus sinu in- 
dulgaitidquc educutus, pa omnern honestarum artium cultum, puen• 
darn adotescsntiamquc transegit. Tacitus in Agricol. c. ir. 
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tale et provincial! parsimonid mistum ac benecom- 
positum. 

From what I have said it may be seen, that Mar¬ 
seilles was become a celebrated school for politeness, 
wisdom and virtue, and at the same time, for 
all arts and sciences. Eloquence, philosophy, phy¬ 
sic, mathematics, law, fabulous theology, and all 
kinds of literature, were publicly professed there. 
This city produced ” the most ancient of the learned 
men of the West, I mean Pytheas, an excellent 
geographer and astronomer, who lived in the time of 
Ptolemy Phiiadelphus, or indeed of Alexander the 
Great. 

They persevered constantly in cultivating the arts 
and sciences with equal ardour and success. Strabo 
relates, that in his time (he lived in the reign of Au¬ 
gustus) the young nobility of Rome went to Mar¬ 
seilles for education ; and he prefers that place to 
the city of Athens itself; which is saying a great 
deal. We have already seen that it still retained that 
privilege in the time of Tacitus the historian. 

The Marseilles^ distinguished themselves no less 
by the wisdom of their government, than by their 
capacity and taste for learning. Cicero, in one of 
his orations, praises highly their manner of govern¬ 
ing their republic. * “ I am assured” (says he) “ that 
“ not only in Greece, but almost# in all other na- 
“ lions, there is nothing comparable to the wise po- 
“ lity established’ at Marseilles. That city, so re- 

mote from the country, manners, and language of 
“ all other Greeks, situate in Gaul, in the midst of 
“ barbarous nations whiebsurround it on all sides, is 
“ so prudently directed by the counsels of its elders, 

" Voss, in Histor. Grsec. 

* Cnjut ego civitotis disciplmam utque gravitatem, non solum 
Gracia, ted hand ecio an cunctis gentibus, anteponendam jure dicam: 
qua tam procul a Gracorum omnium regionibus, disciplinis, lingua- 
que divisa, ctlm in ultimis tetris cincta Gullorum gentibus, barbaria 
jlttctibus aHuatur, sic optmuttum ctmilio gubemutvr, ut omnes tjus 
instmta -laudare facilius pmint, quam amulari. Oral, pro Flacco. 
n. lxiii. 
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“ that it is more easy t to praise, than imitate the wis- 
“ dom of its government.” 

They laid it down as a fundamental 0 rule of their 
politics, from which they never departed, to adhere 
inviolably to the Romans, to whose manners their 
own were more conformable, than to those of the 
barbarians around them. Besides w hich, their neigh¬ 
bourhood to the Ligurians, to whom each state were 
equally enemies, could uot but contribute to unite 
them by their common iaterests; that union en¬ 
abling each party to make powerful diversions on 
both sides of the Alps. They accordingly rendered 
the Romans great services at all times* and also re¬ 
ceived considerable aids from them upon many oc¬ 
casions. 

Justin p relates a fact, which would be very much 
to the honour of the Marseillese, if it were well au¬ 
thenticated. Having received advice that the Gauls 
had taken and burnt Rome, they deplored that disaster 
which had befallen their allies, as much as if it had 
happened to their own city. Nor did they confine 
themselves to fruitless tears. Opt of the gold and 
silver, either belonging to the public or private per¬ 
sons, they raised the sum in which the Gauls had taxed 
the conquered, as the price of peace, and sent it to 
Rome. The Romans, infinitely affected with so noble 
an act of generosity, granted Marseilles the privilege 
of immunity, and the right of sitting amongst the se¬ 
nators at the public shows. 9 It ft certain that, du¬ 
ring the war with Hannibal, Marseilles aided the Ro¬ 
mans w'ith all manner of good offices; without permit¬ 
ting the ill successes which they experienced in the 
first years of the war, and which had deprived them 
of almost all their allies, to shake their fidelity in the 
least. 

• Strab. 1. iv. p. 180. * Justin. 1. xliii, c.5. 

s Liv. Lxxl n. 20, 25, 26. Lib. xxvi. n. !9. Lib, xxYii, 

n. 56. 
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In the civil war between Caesar and Pompey, that 
city observed a conduct which'well denotes the wis¬ 
dom of its government. Caesar, r against whom they 
had shut their gates, caused the fifteen senators who 
were in supreme authority to come to his camp, 
and represented to them that he was sorry the war 
should begin by attacking their city; that they 
ought rather to submit to the authority of all Italy, 
than to abandon themselves blindly to the desires 
of one man : and lie addpd all the motives most ca¬ 
pable of persuading them. After having made their 
report to the senate, they returned into the camp, 
and gave Csecar this answer : * That they knew the 
Roman people were divided into two parties: that 
it did not belong to them to determine which had 
the right on their side : that the two heads of those 
parties were equally the protectors of their city; and 
at the same time its friends and benefactors. That 
for this reason, obliged to express their gratitude 
alike for both, it was incumbent upon them neither 
to assist nor receive the one into their city or ports to 
the prejudice of the other. They s suffered a long 
siege, in which they shewed all possible valour; but, 
at length, the extreme necessity to which they were 
reduced, by the want of every thing, obliged them to 
surrender. However enraged Cassar was at so ob¬ 
stinate a resistance, he co t uld not refuse to the an¬ 
cient reputation of the city, the favour of saving it 
from being plundered, and of preserving its citizens. 

I should have considered myself as in some mea¬ 
sure detracting from the glory of the French nation, 
and from that of a city which holds one of the highest 

r Cffis. in Bel, Civ. 1. i. • Caes. in Bel. Civ. 1. ii. 

* Intelligere se divisum esse populum in partes duas: neque sui 
judicii, neque suarum ririum discemere utra ptrs justiorem habeat 
causam: principes verd earurn esse partium Cn. Fompeium et C. Cec- 
sarem patronos civitatis.—Paribus eorum benejiciis parent se quoque 
toluntcUem tribuere deberc, et neutrum eorum, contra alterum juvare, 
ant urbe out portubus recipere. 
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ranks in the kingdom, if I had not collected in this 
place part of those favourable reports which antiquity 
makes of it. I hope the reader will pardon this di¬ 
gression ; which, besides, comes within my plan, and 
forms part of the Grecian history.. 

The affairs of Greece, Bithynia, Pergamus, and 
some other countries, which I thought it necessary to 
treat in a series, and without interruption, have made 
me suspend those of Macedonia, Syria, and Egypt; 
to which it is now time to jut urn. I shall begin with 
Macedonia. 


Sect. III. Andriscus, who gave himself out for the 
son of Perseus, makes himself master of Macedo¬ 
nia, and causes himself to be proclaimed king. 

The prat or Juventius attacks him, and is killed in 
battle with part of his army. Metellus, who suc¬ 
ceeds him, retrieves that loss. The usurper is 
overthrown, taken, and sent to Rome. A second 
and third usurper are also defeated. 

Fifteen or sixteen years' after the defeat and A - M - 
death of Perseus, Andriscus of Adramyttium, a city Ant j c 
of Troas, in Asia Minor, a person of the meanest birth, j 
giving himself out for the son of Perseus, took upon 
him the name of Philip, ^nd entered Macedonia, in 
hopes of making the inhabitants of the country ac¬ 
knowledge him for their king. He had invented a 
story in regard to his birth, which he reported where- 
ever he passed, pretending that he was the son of 
Perseus by a concubine, #nd that the prince his fa¬ 
ther had caused him to be secretly brought up at 
Adramyttium, that, in case of ill fortune in the war 
against the Romans, some shoot of the royal line 
might remain. That after the death of Perseus, he 
had been nurtured and brought up at Adramyttium, 
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till he was twelve years of age, and that the person 
who passed for his father, finding himself at the point 
of death, had revealed the secret to his wife, and in¬ 
trusted her with a writing, signed by Perseus with his 
ow r n hand, which attested all that has been said'; 
which writing she was to deliver to him (Philip) as 
soon as he should attain to years of discretion. He 
added, that her husband having conjured her abso¬ 
lutely to conceal the affair till then, she had been 
mo9t faithful in keeping tha secret, and had delivered 
that important writing to him at the appointed time; 
pressing him to quit the country before the report 
should reach-the ears of Eumenes, the declared 
enemy of Perseus, lest he should cause him to be 
put to death. He was in hopes that he should be 
believed upon his own word, and make Macedonia 
rise in his favour., When he saw that every thing 
there continued quiet, he retired into Syria, to the 
court of Demetrius Soter, whose sister Perseus had 
espoused. That prince, who immediately perceived 
the fraud, caused him to be seized and sent to Home. 

As he did not produce any proof of his pretended 
nobility,' and had nothing in his mien or manners that 
expressed the prince, no great notice was taken of 
him at Rome, and he was treated with great con¬ 
tempt, without much trouble to keep a strict guard 
upon him, or to confine him close. He took advan¬ 
tage of the negligence of his guards, and made his 
A. m. escape from Roma Having found means to raise a 
S 854 . considerable army amongst the Thracians, who en- 
Ant. J. C. tered into his views for the sake of delivering them- 
1 °" selves by his means from the Roman yoke, he made 
himself master of Macedonia, either by consent or 
force, and assumed the marks of the royal dignity. 
Not content with this first conquest, which had cost 
him little, he attacked Thessaly, and subjected a part 
of it to his obedience. 

The affair then began to seem more important to 
the Romans. They elected Scipio Nasica to go 
thither, and appease this tumult in its birth, deem- 
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ing him well qualified for that commission. He had, 
indeed, the art of managing men’s minds, and of 
bringing them into his measures by persuasion; and 
if he should find it necessary to decide this affair by 
arms, he was very capable of forming a project with 
wisdom, and executing it with valour. As soon as 
he arrived in Greece, and had been fully informed 
of the state of affairs in Macedonia and Thessaly, he 
gave the senate advice of them ; and, without loss 
of time, visited the cities of the allies, in order to 
the immediate raising of troops for the defence of 
Thessaly. The Achaeans, who continued at that 
time the most powerful people of Greece, supplied 
him with the greatest number, forgetting past sub¬ 
jects of discontent. He presently took from the 
false Philip all the places he had possessed himself 
of in Thessaly, and drove him back into Macedonia. A. M. 

However, "it was plainly seen at Rome, from 38, 55 - 
Scipio’s letters, that Macedonia had occasion for a ' 

speedy support. The Prastor, P. Juventius Thalna, 
had orders to repair thither as soon as possible with 
an army, which he did without loss of time. But 
looking upon Andriscus as only a* pageant king, he 
did not think it incumbent upon him to take any 
great precautions against him, and engaged precipi¬ 
tately in a battle, wherein he lost his life, with part 
of his army; the rest saving themselves only by fa¬ 
vour of the night. 1 he victor, elate with this suc¬ 
cess, and believing his authority .sufficiently esta¬ 
blished, abandoned himself to his vicious inclinations 
without any moderation or reserve: as if the being 
truly a king consisted in knowing no law nor rule of 
conduct but his passions. He was covetous, proud, 
insolent, and cruel. Nothing was seen every where 
but violence, confiscations of estates, and murders. 

Taking advantage of the terror occasioned by the 
defeat of the Roman army, he soon recovered all he 
had lost in Thessaly. An embassy 6ent to him from 
the Carthaginians, who were at that time actually at 

VOL. vn. v 
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S856. 
Ant. J. C 
148. 


war with the Romans, promising him speedy sup¬ 
plies, very much augmented his courage. 

Q. Csecilius Meteilus, lately elected praetor, had 
succeeded Juventius. Andriscus had resolved to ad¬ 
vance to meet him, but did not think it proper to re¬ 
move far from the sea, and halted at Pydna, where he 
fortified his camp. The Roman praetor soon follow¬ 
ed him. The tw o armies were in view of each other, 
and skirmished every day. Andriscus gained an ad¬ 
vantage of some consequence in a small combat of 
the cavalry. Success generally blinds and proves 
fatal to people of little experience. Andriscus, be¬ 
lieving himself superior to the Romans, sent off a 
great detachment to defend his conquests in Thes¬ 
saly. This was a gross error; and Meteilus, whose 
vigilance nothing escaped, did not fail to take advan¬ 
tage of it. The army that remained in Macedonia 
was beaten, and Andriscus obliged to fly. He re¬ 
tired amongst the Thracians, from whom he return¬ 
ed soon after with another army. He was so rash 
as to hazard another battle, which was still less suc¬ 
cessful than the former. He had above five-and- 
twenty thousand ‘men killed in these two battles; 
.and nothing was wanting to the Roman glory, but to 
seize Andriscus, who had taken refuge with a petty 
king of Thrace, to whose fidelity he had abandoned 
himself. But the Thracians did not stand much upon 
breach of faith, and mad£ that conducive to their in¬ 
terest. That pripce delivered up his guest and sup¬ 
pliant into the hands of Meteilus, to avoid drawing 
upon himself the wrath and arms of the Romans: 
Andriscus was sent to Rope. 

Another adventurer, who also called himself the 
son of Perseus, and took upon him the name of 
Alexander, had the same fate with the first, except 
being seized by Meteilus: he retired into Dardania, 
where he effectually concealed himself. . 

It was at this time that Macedonia was entirely sub¬ 
jected to the Romans, and reduced into a province. 
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A third usurper, some years after, appeared again 
upon the stage, and sCt himself up as the sou of 
Perseus, under the name of Philip. His pretended 
royalty was but of short duration. He was over¬ 
come, and killed in Macedonia by Tremellius, after¬ 
wards surnamed Scrofa, from having said that he 
would disperse the enemy, ut Scrofa porcos. 


Sect. IV. Troubles in Achaia ; which declares war 
against the Lacedeemonihns. Metellus sends depu¬ 
ties to Corinth to appease those troubles; they are 
ill used and insulted. Thebes and Clialcis join the 
Acfueans. Metellus, after having ineffectually 
exhorted them to peace, gives them battle, and de¬ 
feats them. The consul Mummius succeeds him, 
and after having gained a battle, takes Corinth, 
sets it on fre, and entirely demolishes it. Greece 
is reduced into a Roman province. Various ac¬ 
tions and death of Polybius. Triumphs of Me¬ 
tellus and Mummius. 

Metellus after having pacified *“ Macedonia con- a.M. 
tinued there some time. Great commotions had 3857. 
arisen amongst the Achaean league, occasioned by Anl - J - c - 
the temerity and avarice of those who held the first U7 ‘ 
offices in it. The resolutions of their assemblies 
were no longer guided by reason, prudence, and 
equity, but by the interest and passions of the ma¬ 
gistrates, and the blind caprice of an untractable 
multitude. The Achaean league and Sparta had 
sent ambassadors to Rome, upon an affair about 
which they were divided. Damocritus, notwithstand¬ 
ing, who was the supreme magistrate of the Achasans, 
had caused war to be declared against Sparta. Me¬ 
tellus had sent to desire that hostilities might be 
suspended till the arrival of the commissioners from 

“ Pausan. in Achaic. p. 421—428; Polyb. Legat. cxliii. 
cxliv. Id. in Excerpt, de Virt. et Vit.- p. 181—199. duatin. 

1. xxxiv. c. 1. Flor. 1. ii, c. 16. 

U 3 
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Rome, who had been appointed for terminating their 
differences. But neither he, nor Diaeus, who suc¬ 
ceeded him, paid any regard to that request. Both 
of them entered Laconia w ith their troops, and laid 
waste the country. 

The commissioners being arrived, the assembly 
was summoned to Corinth; (Aurelius Orestes was 
at the head of the commission.) The senate had 
given them orders to weaken the body of the league; 
and, for that end, to separate as many cities as they 
could from it. Orestes notified to the assembly the 
decree of the senate; whereby Sparta, Corinth, Ar¬ 
gos, Heraclea'near mount Oeta, and Orchomenus of 
Arcadia, were secluded from the league, under pre¬ 
tence that those cities did not originally compose a 
part of the body of the Achaeans. When the de¬ 
puties quitted the assembly, and reported this de¬ 
cree to the multitude, they grew furious, and fell 
upon all the Lacedaemonians they found in Corinth; 
tore those out of thd house of the commissioners who 
had taken refuge there; and would have treated 
themselves no better, had they not escaped their 
violence by flight. 

Orestes and his colleagues, on their return to 
Rome, gave an account of what had passed. The 
senate was highly incensed at it, and immediately 
deputed Julius, with sonic other commissioners, into 
Achaia; but instructed them to complain with mo¬ 
deration, Rnd only to exhort the Achteans not to give 
ear to bad counsels, lest by their imprudence tney 
should incur disgrace with the Romans, a misfor¬ 
tune it was in their potter to avoid, by punishing 
those who had exposed them to it. Carthage was 
not yet taken, so that it was necessary to act with 
caution in regard to allies so powerful as the Achas- 
ans. The commissioners met on their way a deputy 
sent by the seditious to Rome: they carried him 
back with them to Egium, where the diet of the na¬ 
tion had' been summoned to assemble. They spoke 
in it with great moderation and mildness. They did 
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not let slip a single vyord in their discourse concerning 
the ill treatment of the commissioners, or else made a 
better excuse for it than the Achaeans themselves 
would have done; neither did they make any men¬ 
tion of the cities"they had been desirous of separating 
from the league. They confined themselves to ex¬ 
horting the assembly not to aggravate their first fault, 
nor to irritate the Romans any further; and to leave 
Lacedtemonia in peace. Such moderate remonstrances 
were extremely agreeable to all the persons of sense in 
the assembly. But Diseus, Critolaus, and their fac¬ 
tion, all chosen out of the vilest, most impious, and 
most pernicious persons in each city, blew up the 
flames of discord; insinuating that the lenity of the 
Romans proceeded only from the bad condition of 
their affairs in Africa, where they had been worsted in 
several engagements, and from the fear they were in 
lest the Achaean league should declare against them. 

The commissioners, however, were treated with 
sufficient deference. They were told that Thearidas 
should be sent to Rome; that they had only to re¬ 
pair to Tegaea,* to treat there with the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians, and to incline them to peace. They went 
thither accordingly, and persuaded the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians to an accommodation with the Achaeans, and 
to suspend all hostilities till new commissioners 
should arrive from Rome to pacify all differences. 
But Critolaus’h cabal took their measures in such a 
manner, that nobody, except that magistrate, went 
to the congress, and he did not arrive there till be 
was almost no longer expected. Conferences were 
held with the Lacedaemonians; but Critolaus would 
not accede to any measures. He said that he was 
not empowered to decide any thing without the con¬ 
sent of the nation, and that he would report the af¬ 
fair in the general diet, which could not be sum¬ 
moned in less than six months. That mean artifice, 
or rather breach of faith, exceedingly offended Ju- 
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lius. After having dismissed the Lacedaemonians, he 
set out for Rome, where he described Critolaus as a 
violent and extravagant man. 

The commissioners were no sooner out of Pelo¬ 
ponnesus, than Critolaus ran from city to city during 
the whole winter, and summoned assemblies, under 
colour of communicating what had been said to the 
Lacedaemonians in the conferences held at Tegasa, 
but, in fact, to vent invectives against the Romans, 
and to put an odious construction upon all they had 
said, in order to inspire the same spirit of animosity 
and aversion, which he himself had against them: 
and he succeeded but too well. He, besides, prohi¬ 
bited all judges from prosecuting and imprisoning 
any Achaean for debt, fill the conclusion of the affair 
between the diet and Lacedaemon. By that means, 
whatever he said, had all the effect he desired, and 
disposed the multitude to receive such orders as he 
thought fit to give them. Incapable of forming a 
right judgment of future consequences, they suffered 
themselves to be caught with the bait of the first ad¬ 
vantage he proposed to them. 

Metellus having received advice in Macedonia of 
the troubles in Peloponnesus, deputed thither four 
Romans of distinction, who arrived at Corinth at the 
time the council was assembled there. They spoke 
in it with abundance of Moderation; exhorting the 
Achaeans not to jlraw upon themselves, by impru¬ 
dent rashness and levity, the resentment of the Ro¬ 
mans. They were treated with contempt, and igno- 
miniously turned out of the assembly. An innume¬ 
rable crowd of workmen and artificers gathered 
about them, and insulted them. All the cities of 
Achaia were at that time in a kind of delirium; but 
Corinth was far more frantic than the rest, and aban¬ 
doned to a kind of madness. They bad been per¬ 
suaded that Rome intended to enslave them all, and 
absolutely to destroy the Achaean league. 

Critolaus seeing with pleasure that every thing suc¬ 
ceeded to his wishes, harangued the multitude, in- 
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flamed them against the magistrates, who did not 
enter into his views; inveighed against the ambassa¬ 
dors themselves, animated them against the Romans; 
and gave them to understand, that it was not without 
having previously well concerted his measures that he 
had undertaken to make head against the Romans; 
that he had kings in his party, and that republics were 
also ready to join it. By these seditious discourses 
he prevailed to have war declared against the Lacede¬ 
monians, and, in consequence, indirectly against the 
Romans. The ambassadors then separated. One 
of them repaired to Lacedasmon, to observe the mo¬ 
tions of the enemy; another set out for Naupactus; 
and two waited the arrival of Metellus at Athens. 

The magistrate of the Boeotians, whose name was 
Pytheas, equally rash and violent with Critolaus, en¬ 
tered into his measures, and engaged the Boeotians to 
join their arms with those of the Achaeans: they were 
discontented with a sentence Rome had given against 
them. The city of Chalcis suffered itself also to be 
drawn into their party. The Achaeans, with such 
feeble aids, believed themselves, in a condition to 
support all the weight of the Roman power; so much 
were they blinded by their rage and fury. 

The Romans had chosen Mummius for one of the A. M. 
consuls, and charged him with the Achaean war. 38 $8. 
Metellus, to deprive him ef the glory of terminating j C ' 
this war, sent new ambassadors to the Achaeans, and 
commissioned them to promise th&t the Roman peo¬ 
ple should forget all that had passed, and pardon 
their faults, if they would return to their duty, and 
consent that certain cities'which had been nominated 
before, should be dismembered from the league. This 
proposal was rejected with disdain. Upon which Me¬ 
tellus advanced with his troops against the rebels. 

He came up with them near the city of Scarphzea in 
Locris, and obtained a considerable victory over them, 
in which he took more than a thousand prisoners. 

Critolaus disappeared in the battle, without its being 
known what became of him. It was supposed, that 
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in the flight he had fallen into the, marshes, and been 
drowned. Diteus took upon him the command in 
his stead, gave liberty to the slaves, and armed all 
the Achaeans and Arcadians capable of bearing arms. 
That body of troops amounted to fourteen thousand 
foot and six hundred horse. He gave orders, besides, 
for the raising of troops in every city. The exhaust¬ 
ed cities were in the utmost desolation. Many pri¬ 
vate persons, reduced to despair, laid violent hands 
upon themselves; others°abandoned an unhappy 
country, where they foresaw their destruction was in¬ 
evitable. Notwithstanding the extremity of these 
misfortunes, they never thought of adopting the only 
expedient that could prevent them. They detested 
the rashnsss of their chiefs, and nevertheless came in- 
,to their measures. 

Metellus, after the battle before mentioned, fell in 
with a thousand Arcadians in Boeotia, near Chsero- 
naa, who were endeavouring to return into their own 
country: these were all put to the sword. From 
thence he marched with his victorious army to 
Thebes, which he found almost entirely deserted. 
Moved with the deplorable condition of that city, 
he ordered that the temples and houses should be 
spared; and that none of the inhabitants, either in 
the city or country, should be made prisoners or 
put to death. He excep'ed from that number Py- 
tbeas, the author of all their miseries, who was 
brought to him, tfnd put to death. From Thebes, 
after having taken Megara, the garrison of which 
had retired upon his approach, he made his troops 
march to Corinth, where Diseus had shut himself up. 
He sent thither three of the principal persons of 
the league, who had taken refuge with him, to ex¬ 
hort the AdMeans to return to their duty, and accept 
the conditions of peace offered them. Metellus ar¬ 
dently desired to terminate the affair before the ar¬ 
rival of Mummius. The inhabitants, on their side, 
went equally desirous of seeing a period of their mis¬ 
fortunes; but that was not in their power, the faction 
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of Diaeus disposing 4 of every thing. The deputies 
were thrown into prison, and would have been put to 
death, if Diaeus had not seen the multitude extremely 
enraged at the punishment he had inflicted upon So- 
sicrates, who talked of surrendering to the Romans. 
The prisoners were therefore dismissed. 

Things were in this condition when Mummius ar* 
rived. He had hastened his march, from the fear 
of finding every thing pacified at his arrival; and lest 
another should have the glory of concluding this war. 
Metellus resigned the command to him, and returned 
into Macedonia. When Mummius had assembled all 
his troops, lie advanced to the city, Ind encamped 
before it. A' body of his advanced guard being ne¬ 
gligent upon their post, the besieged made a sally, 
attacked them vigorously, killed many, and pursued 
the rest almost to the entrance of their camp. This 
small advantage very much encouraged the Achasans, 
and thereby proved fatal to them. Diaeus offered 
the consul battle. The latter, to augment his rash¬ 
ness, kept his troops within the camp, as if fear pre¬ 
vented him from accepting it. . The joy and pre¬ 
sumption of the Acheeans rose to an inexpressible 
height. They advanced furiously with all their troops^ 
having placed their wives and children upon the 
neighbouring eminences, to be spectators of the bat¬ 
tle, and caused a great number of carriages to follow 
them, for the purpose of loading them with the booty 
they should take from the enemy; so fully did they 
reckon upon the victory. 

Never was confidence more rash or ill-founded. 
The faction had removed 1 from the service and coun¬ 
cils ail such as were capable of commanding the 
troops, or conducting public business, and had substi¬ 
tuted others in their room, without either talents or 
ability; in order that they might be more absolute 
masters of the government, and rule without opposi¬ 
tion. The chiefs, without military knowledge, valour, 
or experience, had no other merit than a blind and 
frantic rage. They had already committed an excess 
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of folly in unnecessarily hazard iqg a battle, which was 
to decide their fate, instead of thinking of a long 
and brave defence in so strong a place as Corinth, 
and of obtaining good conditions by a vigorous re¬ 
sistance. The battle was fought near Leucopetra,- 
and the defile of the isthmus. The consul had posted 
part of his horse in an ambuscade, which they quitted 
at a proper time, for charging the Achasan cavalry 
in flank; who, surprised by an unforeseen attack, 
gave way immediately. The infantry made a little 
more resistance; but, as it was neither covered nor 
sustained by the horse, it was soon broken and put to 
flight. If Direus had retired into the place, he might 
have held out there for some time, and obtained an 
honourable capitulation from Mummius, whose sole 
aim was to put an end to the war. But abandoning 
himself to despair, he rode full speed to Megalopo¬ 
lis, his native country; and having entered his house, 
set fire to it, killed his wife to prevent her falling 
into the hands of the enemy, drank poison, and thus 
ended his life in a manner worthy of the many crimes 
he had committed., 

After this defeat, the inhabitants lost all hope of 
defending themselves. As they found they were 
without counsel, leaders, courage, or fixed views, no¬ 
body had any thoughts of rallying the wreck of the 
army, in order to make any further resistance, and 
oblige the victor to grant them some tolerable condi¬ 
tions. So that all the Achasans who had retired into 
Corinth, and most of the citizens, quitted it the fol¬ 
lowing night, to save themselves where they could. 
The consul having entered*the city, abandoned it to 
be plundered by the soldiers. All the men who were 
left in it were put to the sword, and the women and 
children sold; and after the statues, paintings, and 
richest furniture were removed, in order to their 
being carried to Rome, the houses were set on Are, 
and the whole city continued universally in flames for 


This place is not known. 
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several days. It i« pretended, though on no good 
ground, that the gold, silver, and brass, which were 
melted, and ran together in this conflagration, formed 
a new and precious metal. The walls were after¬ 
wards demolished, and razed to their very founda¬ 
tions. All this was executed by order of the senate, 
to punish the insolence of the Corinthians, who had 
violated the law of nations in their treatment of the 
ambassadors sent to them by Rome. 

Thus was Corinth ruirted, the same year that Car¬ 
thage was taken and destroyed by the Romans, nine 
hundred and fifty-two years after its foundation by 
Aletes the son of Hippotes, sixth in descent from 
Hercules. It does not appear that they had any 
thoughts of raising new troops for the defence of the 
country, or summoned any assembly to deliberate 
upon the measures it was necessary to take; nor that 
any one took upon him to propose any remedy for 
the public calamities, or endeavoured to appease the 
Romans, by sending deputies to implore their cle¬ 
mency. One would have thought from this general 
inactivity, that the Achaean league had been entirely 
buried in the ruins of Corinth; so much had the 
dreadful destruction of that city alarmed, and univer¬ 
sally dismayed, the people. 

The cities that had joined in the revolt of the 
Achmans, were also purttshed by the demolishing of 
their walls, and by being disarmed. The ten commis¬ 
sioners sent by the senate to regulate the affairs of 
Greece, in conjunction with the consul, abolished the 
popular government in all the cities, and established 
magistrates in them, who were to have a certain 
revenue out of the public funds. In other respects, 
they were left in possession of their laws and liberty. 
They abolished also all the general assemblies held 
by the Achaeans, Boeotians, Phocseans, and other 
people of Greece; but they were re-established soon 
after. Greece, from that time, was reduced into a 
Roman province, called the province of Achaia, be- 
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cause at the taking of Corinth, tj?e Achaeans were the 
most powerful people of Greece: the Roman people 
sent a praetor thither every year to govern it. 

Rome, by destroying Corinth in this manner, 
thought proper to shew .that example of severity, in 
order to strike terror into other nations, whom its too 
great clemency rendered bold, rash, and presuming, 
from the hope they had of obtaining from the Roman 
people pardon for their faults. Besides which, the 
advantageous situation of that city, where such as re¬ 
volted might lodge themselves, and make it a place 
of arms against the Romans, determined them to ruin 
it entirely. * Cicero, who did not disapprove of Car¬ 
thage and Numantia being used in that manner, could 
have wished that Corinth had been spared. 

The booty taken at Corinth was sold, and consi¬ 
derable sums raised from it. Amongst the paintings 
there was a piece drawn by the most celebrated! hand 
in Greece, * representing Bacchus, the beauty of 
which was not known to the Romans, who were at 
that time entirely ignorant in the polite arts. Poly¬ 
bius, who was then in the country, as I shall soon 
observe, had the mortification to see that painting 
serve the soldiers for a table to play at dice upon. 
It was adjudged to Attalus, in the sale made of the 
booty, for six hundred thousand sesterces, that is, 
about three thousand six.hundred and twenty-five 
pounds sterling. Pliny mentions another picture of 
the same painter’s, 1 which the same Attalus purchased 
for a hundred talents, or a hundred thousand crowns. 
That prince’s riches were immense, and were become 

* Strab. 1 . viii. p. 381. Plip. 1 . vii. c. 38. & 1 . xxxv. c. 4. 
& 10 . 

* Majores nostri—Carthapncm et Nmmtiam Junditns tuttu- 
Icrttru. NoUm Corkthum. Std credo illot secutoi opportxmiatm 
loci matimi, nt poteet atiptando ad bellm faciendum beat ipte ai~ 
kortari. Ck . de Offic. 1. i. n. 35. 

f This painter was called Aristides. The picture mentioned 
here was m such estimation that it was commonly said, All 
painting* ate net lung in comparison to the Bacchus. 
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a proverb: Attalicis conditionibus. Nevertheless, 
those sums seem repugnant to probability. Be this 
as it may, the consul, surprised that the price of the 
painting in question should rise so high, interposed 
his authority, and retained it contrary to public faith, 
and notwithstanding the complaints of Attalus; be¬ 
cause he imagined there was some hidden virtue in 
the piece, unknown to him. He * did not act in 
that manner for his private interest, nor with the 
view of appropriating it t,o himself, since he sent it 
to Rome, to be applied in adorning the city. In 
doing which, says Cicero, he adorned and embel¬ 
lished his house much more essentially than if he 
had placed that picture in it. The taking of the 
richest and most opulent city of Greece, did not en¬ 
rich him one farthing. Such noble disinterestedness 
was at that time common in Rome, and seemed less 
the virtue of private persons, than of the age, itself. 
To take the advantage of office and command for 
enriching a man’s self, wa3 not only shameful and 
infamous, but a criminal abuse. The painting we 
speak of, was set up in the temple of Ceres, whither 
judges went to see it through curiosity, as a master¬ 
piece of art, and it remained there till it was burnt 
with that temple. 

Mummius was a great warrior, and a worthy man, 
but had neither learning, knowledge of the arts, nor 
taste for painting or sculpture; the merit of which 
he did not discern; not believing there was any 
difference between picture and picture, or statue and 
statue, nor that the name of the great masters in 
those arts gave them their value. This he fully ex¬ 
emplified upon the present occasbn. f He had or- 

* Numquid L&cius Mummius copiosior, dim copiosmimam ur¬ 
ban funditus sustulinet f Itdiam ornarc, audm domum suam, mnluit. 
Huanquum Italia omatd, domus.ipsa mifo vidctur omatior. Laut 

gbstinmtict tun hominis at taiium, ted etiam temporum - Habere 

«ucstui Temp, non modd turpe at, ted tccleratm etiam et ntfarium, 
Cic. de Offic. 1. L n. 76, 77. 

f Mummius tarn ruditfait, ut capti Corintho, ciim maximomn ar- 
tificum perfcctas rnanibus tabu/as ac statuas in Italiam portandas lo - 
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dered persons to take the care of transporting many 
of the paintings and statues of the most excellent ma¬ 
sters to Rome. Never would loss have been so irre¬ 
parable, as that of such a deposit, consisting of the 
master-pieces of those rare artists, who contributed, 
almost as much as the great captains, to the rendering 
of their age glorious to posterity. Mummius, how¬ 
ever, in recommending the care of that precious col¬ 
lection to those to whom he confided them, threaten¬ 
ed them very seriously, that if the statues, paintings, 
and other things, with winch he intrusted them, 
should be either lost, or spoiled upon the way, he 
would oblige them to find others at their own cost 
and charges. 

Were it not to be wished, says an historian, who 
has preserved to us this fact, that this happy igno¬ 
rance still subsisted; and would not such grossness 
be infinitely preferable, in regard to the public good, 
to the extreme delicacy of taste of the present age for 
such sort of rarities ? He spoke at a time when that 
taste for excellent paintings gave the magistrates an 
occasion for committing all manner of frauds and 
robberies in the prdvinces. 

I have said that Polybius, in returning into Pelo¬ 
ponnesus, had the affliction to see the destruction 
and burning of Corinth, and his country reduced 
into a province of the Roman empire. If any 7 thing 
was capable of giving him consolation in so mournful 
a conjuncture, it \vas the opportunity of defending 
the memory of Philopcemen, his master in the science 
of war. I have already observed, that a Roman, 
having taken it into his head to have the statues, 
erected to that hero, taken down, had the impu¬ 
dence to prosecute him criminally, as if he had been 

caret, juberet pradici conducentibus, si eas perdidissent, novas eos 
reddituros. Non tame n puto dubites, Vinici, quin magis pro repub - 
lied fuerit, manere adhuc rudem Corinlltiorum intellectum, qudm in 
tantum ea intelligi; et quin hac prvientid ilia imprudentia decori 
publico fuerit convenientior. Veil. Paterc. 1 . i. n. 13 . 

7 Polyb. in Excerpt, p, 190—192. 
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still alive, and to. accuse him before Mummius, of hav¬ 
ing been an enemy to»the Romans, and of having always 
opposed their designs to the utmost of his power. 
The accusation was extravagant, but had some colour 
in it, and was not entirely without foundation. Po¬ 
lybius boldly took upon him his defence. He repre¬ 
sented Philopoemen as the greatest captain Greece 
had produced in the latter times : that he might, per¬ 
haps, have occasionally carried his zeal for the liberty 
of his country a little too far; but that he had ren¬ 
dered the Roman people ’considerable services upon 
several occasions; as in their wars against Antiochus 
and the iEtolians. The commissioners, before whom 
he pleaded so noble a cause, moved with his reasons, 
and still more with his gratitude for his master, de¬ 
creed that the statues of Philopoemen should continue 
as they were in every city where they had been erected. 
Polybius, taking the advantage of Mummius’s good 
disposition, demanded also the statues of Aratus and 
Achaeus; which were granted him, though they had 
already been carried out of Peloponnesus into Acar- 
nania. The Achaeans were so charmed with the zeal 
which Polybius had expressed upen this occasion for 
the honour of the great men of his country, that they 
erected a statue of marble to himself. 

He gave at the same time a proof of his disin¬ 
terestedness, which did him as much honour amongst 
his citizens, as his defence of the memory of Philo- 
pcemen. After the destruction of Corinth, it was 
thought proper to punish the authors of the insult 
offered to the Roman ambassadors, and their estates 
and effects were sold by auction. When those of 
Disus were put up, who* had been the principal in 
that affront, the ten commissioners ordered the 
quaestor who sold them, to let Polybius select what¬ 
ever he thought fit out of them, without taking any 
thing from him upon that account. He refused 
that offer, advantageous as it appeared, and would 
have thought himself in some measure an accomplice 
of that wretch’s crimes, had he accepted any part of 
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his effects; beside which, he believed it infamous 
to etirich himself out of the spoils of his fellow- 
citizen. He would not only accept nothing himself, 
but exhorted his friends not to desire any thing of 
what had appertained to Diteus; and all that followed 
his example were extremely applauded. 

9Ws action make the commissioners* conceive so 
high an esteem for Polybius, that upon their leaving 
Greece, they desired him to go through all the cities 
which had been lately conquered, and to accommo¬ 
date their differences, till time had accugtomed them 
to the change which had lieen made, and to the new 
laws prescribe^ them. Polybius discharged that ho¬ 
nourable commission with so much mildness, justice, 
and prudence, that no farther contests arose in Achaia, 
either in regard to the government in 'general, or 
the affairs of private persons. In gratitude for so 
great a benefit, statues were erected to him in dif¬ 
ferent places; upon the base of one of which was 
this inscription: “That Greece would have been 
“ guilty of no errors, if she had hearkened from the 
“ first to the counsels of Polybius; but, that after 
“ she had committed these errors, he alone had been 
“ her deliverer.” 

Polybius, after having established order and tran¬ 
quillity in bis country, returned to join Scipio at 
Home, from whence he accompanied him to Nu- 
mantia, at the siege of which he, waa present. When 
Scipio was dead, he returned into Greece; and hav¬ 
ing enjoyed there * the esteem, gratitude, and affec¬ 
tum of his beloved citizens, he died at the age of 
fourscore and two years, of a hurt he received by a 
fell from bis horse. 

Metellns, upon his reWrn to Rome, was honoured 
with a triumph, as eonqneror of Macedonia and 
Achaia, and mmamed Macedonicus. The false king, 
Andriscus, was led before his chariot. Amongst the 
spoils, he caused what was called the troop oj Alex- 
mader the Great, to be carried in the procession. 

* Myb. hi Excerpt. p, 190, &e. * Lomn in Mncrob. p. 142. 
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That prince, at the Rattle of the Granicus, having 
lost five-and-twenty of his friends, ordered Lysippus, 
the most excellent artist in that way, to make, in ho¬ 
nour of each of them, an equestrian statue, to which 
be added his own. These statues were set up in 
Dium, a city of Macedonia. Metellus causedthepi 
to be transported to Rome, and adorned his triumph 
with them. 

Mummius obtained also the honour of a triumph; 
and,. in consequence of having conquered Achaia, 
was surnamed Achaicus. He exhibited a great 
number of statues and paintings in his triumph, 
which were afterwards the ornaments* of the public 
buildings at Rome, and of several other cities of 
Italy; but not one of them entered the conqueror’s 
own house. 


' Sect. V. Reflections upon the causes of the gran • 
deur, declension , and ruin of Greece. 

After having seen the final ruin of Greece, which 
has supplied us through a series of so many ages with 
such fine examples of heroic virtues and memorable 
events, we may be permitted to retrace our steps, and 
consider succinctLy, and at one view, its rise, pro¬ 
gress, and declension. The whole time of its dura¬ 
tion may be divided into four ages.* 

The first and second ages of Greece. 

I shall not dwell upon the ancient origin of die 
Greeks, nor the fabulous times before the Trojan 
war; which make, the first age, and constitute, if I 
may so say, the infancy of Greece. 

The second age, which extends from the taking of 
Troy to the reign of Darius I. king of Persia, was 
in a manner its youth, in which it formed, fortified, 

VOL. VII. * 
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and prepared itself for those great things which it 
was afterwards to perform; andlaid the foundations 
of that power and glory, which at length rose so high, 
and became the admiration of all future ages. 

The Greeks, as Monsieur b flossuet observes, whose 
''g|»tal faculties were naturally vigorous, had been 
ctnuwted by kings and colonies which came from 
Egypt, who, settling in several parts of the country, 
spread, wherever they came, the excellent polity of 
the Egyptians. It was from them they learned the 
exercises of the body; wrestling, tbe horse, foot, and 
chariot races, and the other combats, which they car¬ 
ried to their highest perfection, by means of the glo¬ 
rious crowns given tothe victors in the Olympic games. 
But the best thing taught them by the Egyptians, was 
to be docile and obedient, and to suffer themselves to 
be guided by laws for the good of the public. They 
were not private persons, who regard nothing but 
their own interests and concerns, and have no sense 
of the calamities of the state, but as they suffer them¬ 
selves, or as the repose of their own family is involved 
in them: the Greeks were taught to consider them¬ 
selves and their families as part of a greater body, 
which was that of the state. The fathers brought up 
their children in this opinion; an^the children were 
taught from their cradle to loofcjppon their country 
as their common mother, to whom they more strictly 
appertained than to their parents. ) ■ 

The Greeks, disciplined thus, by degrees, believed 
they were capable of governing for themselves; and 
most of the citfes formed themselves into republics, 
under different forms of government, which had all of 
them liberty for their vital principle; but that liberty 
was wise, reasonably anff subservient to the laws: 
The advantage of this gofers meat way that the ci¬ 
tizens loved their coantry tint better from transacting 
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their affairs in common, and from being all equally 
capable of attaining to its honours and digrtities. Be¬ 
sides this, the condition of private persons, to which 
all returned when they quitted their office, prevented 
them from abusing an authority, of which they migh t 
soon be deprived; whereas, power often beMHIs 
haughty, unjust, and oppressive, when under oSto 
straints, and when it is to have a long of continual 
duration. 

The love of labour retnoved the vices and pas¬ 
sions which generally occasion the ruin of states. 
They led a laborious and busy life, intent upon the 
cultivation of their lands and of rite arts, and not ex¬ 
cluding the husbandman nor the artificer from the 
first dignities of the state; preserving between ail the 
citizens and members of the state a great equality, 
void of pomp, luxury, or ostentation. He who had 
commanded the army for one year, fought the next in 
the rank of a private officer, and was not ashamed of 
the most common functions in the armies either by 
land or sea. 

The reigning characteristic in all the citie* of 
Greece, was a particular affection for poverty, a me¬ 
diocrity of fortune, simplicity in buildings, furniture, 
dress, equipage, domestics, and table. It is surpris¬ 
ing to consider the small recompence with which they 
were satisfied for their a indication in public employ¬ 
ments, and for the services whiclv they had rendered 
the state. 

What might not be expected from a people formed 
in this manner, educated and nurtured in these prin¬ 
ciples, and imbued from* their earliest infancy with 
maxims so proper to exalt the soul, and to inspire it 
with great and noble sentiments ? The effects exceed¬ 
ed every idea and every* hope that codd possibly 
hale been conceived of them. 

The third age of Greece. 

We now come to the dorious times Of Gfeew?, 
which have bees, afad will for ever be, the admifa- 
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tion of all ages. The merit and \irtue of the Greeks, 
shut up within the compass of their cities, had hither¬ 
to but faintly dawned, and shone with but a feeble 
ray. To produce and place them in their full light, 
some great and important occasion was necessary, 
wherein Greece, attacked by a formidable enemy, 
and exposed to extreme dangers, was compelled in 
some measure to quit her home, and to shew herself 
abroad in her true character in open day. And this 
was supplied by the Persians in their invasions of 
Greece, first under Darius and afterwards under 
Xerxes. All Asia, armed with the whole force of 
the East, overflowed on a sudden, like an impetuous 
torrent, and came pouring with innumerable troops, 
both by sea and land, against a little spot of Greece, 
which seemed under the necessity of being entirely 
swallowed up and overwhelmed at the first shock. 
Two small cities, however, Sparta and Athens, not 
only resist those formidable armies, but attack, de¬ 
feat, pursue, and destroy the greatest part of them. 
Let the reader call to mind (for the recollection of 
them is all I have here in view) the prodigies of va¬ 
lour and fortitude which shone forth at that time, 
and continued to do so long after on like occasions. 

To what were the Greeks indebted for such asto¬ 
nishing successes, so much above all probability, un¬ 
less to the principles I have mentioned, which were 
profoundly engraven in their hearts by education, ex¬ 
ample, and practicd; and were become by long habit 
a second nature in them ? 

Those principles, we cannot repeat it too often, 
were the love of poverty, cbntempt of riches, disre¬ 
gard of self-interest, attachment to the public good, 
desire of g!or$, love of their country; but above all, 
such a zeal for liberty, as no danger was capable of 
intimidating; and such an irreconcileable abhorrence 
for every oue who in the slightest degree attempted to 
encroach upon it, as united their counsels, and put 
an end to all dissension and discord in a moment 

There was some difference between the republics 
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as to authority and .power, but none in regard to li¬ 
berty; on that side they were perfectly equal. The 
states of ancient Greece were exempt from that am¬ 
bition which occasions so many wars in monarchies; 
and had no thoughts of aggrandizing themselves, or 
of making conquests, at the expence of each other. 

They confined themselves to the cultivation, im¬ 
provement, and defence of their own territories, but 
did not endeavour to usurp any thing from their 
neighbours. The weakertities, in the peaceable pos¬ 
session of their domain, did not apprehend invasion 
from the more powerful. This occasioned such a 
multitude of cities, republics, and states of Greece, 
which subsisted to the latest times in a perfect inde¬ 
pendence, retaining their own forms of government, 
with the laws, customs, and usages, derived from their 
forefathers. 

When we examine with some attention the con¬ 
duct of these people, either at home or abroad, their 
assemblies, deliberations, and motives for the resolu¬ 
tions they take, we cannot sufficiently admire the 
wisdom of their government; and we are tempted 
to ask ourselves, from whence could arise this great¬ 
ness of soul in the burghers of Sparta and Athens ; 
whence these noble sentiments, this consummate 
wisdom in politics, this profound and universal 
knowledge in the art of wftr; whether as relating to 
the invention and construction of machines for the 
attack and defence of places, or to the drawing up of 
an army in battle, and disposing all its movements ; 
and lastly, that supreme ability in maritime affairs, 
which always rendered their fleets victorious, which 
so gloriously acquired them*the empire of the sea, 
and obliged the Persians to renounce it for ever by a 
solemn treaty ? 

We see here a remarkable difference between the 
Greeks and Romans. The latter, immediately after 
their conquests, suffered themselves to be corrupted 
by pride and luxury. After Antiochus had submit- 
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ted to the Roman yoke, Asia, yibdued by their vic¬ 
torious arms, conquered in turn its conquerors by its 
riches and voluptuousness; and that change of man¬ 
ners was very sudden and rapid, especially after Car¬ 
thage, the haughty rival of Rome, was destroyed. It 
was not so with the Greeks. Nothing was more 
brilliant than the victories they had gained over the 
Persians; nothing more soothing than the glory they 
bad acquired by their great and illustrious exploits. 
After that so glorious era, the Greeks still persevered 
for a long time in the same love of simplicity, fruga¬ 
lity, and poverty; the same aversion to pomp and 
luxury; the same zeal and ardour for the defence of 
their liberty, and the preservation of their ancient 
manners. It is well known how much the islands 
and provinces of Asia Minor, over which the Greeks 
so often triumphed, were abandoned to effeminate 
pleasures and luxury: they, however, never suffered 
themselves to be infected by that contagious softness, 
and constantly preserved themselves from the vices 
of the conquered people. It is true, they did not 
make those counties provinces; but mere intercourse 
and example aloDe might have proved very danger- 
pus to them. 

The introduction of gold and syveriotoSparta,frpm 
whence they had till that time been banished under 
severe penalties, did not happen till about fourscore 
years after the battle ot Salamis, and the ancient sim¬ 
plicity of manners subsisted very long alterwai ds, not¬ 
withstanding that violation of the laws of Lycwrgus. 
As much may tie said ot the rest of Greece; which 
did not grow weak and degenerate, but slowly and 
by degrees. This is w hat remains for us to shew. 

Thefourth age of Greece. 

The principal cause of the w eakening and declen¬ 
sion of the Greeks was the disunion which rose up 
amongst themselves. The Persians, who had found 
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them invincible on, the side of arms, as long as 
their union subsisted, applied their whole attention 
and policy in sowing tire seeds, of discord amongst 
them. For that purpose they employed their gold and 
silver, which succeeded much better than their steel 
and arms had done before. The Greeks, covertly 
attacked in this manner by bribes secretly conveyed 
into the hands of those who had the greatest share 
in their government, were divided by domestic jea¬ 
lousies, and turned against themselves those victori¬ 
ous arms which had rendered them superior to their 
enemies, 

1 heir decline of power from these causes enabled 
Philip and Alexander to subject them. Those princes, 
to accustom them to servitude by geiltle degrees, 
assumed as a pretext the design of avenging them 
upon their ancient enemies. The Greeks fell 
blindly into that gross snare, which gave the mor¬ 
tal blow to their liberty. Their avengers became 
more fatal to them than their enemies. The yoke 
imposed bn them by the hands which had con¬ 
quered the universe could never be removed; those 
little states were no longer in a condition to shake 
it off. Greece, from time to time, animated by 
the remembrance of its ancient glory, roused from 
its lethargy, and made some attempts to reinstate 
itself in its ancient condition; but those were the 
efforts of expiring liberty, ill concerted, and ill sus¬ 
tained, and tended only to auglnent its slavery: 
because the protectors, whom it called in to its 
aid, soon made themselves its masters. Bo that all it 
did was to change its fetters, and to make them the 
heavier. 

The Romans at length totally subjected i l; but 
it was by degrees, and with abundance of artifice. 
As they continually pushed on their conquests from 
province to province, they perceived that they 
should find a barrier to' their ambitious projects in 
Macedonia, formidable by its neighbourhood, ad- 
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vantageous situation, reputation in arms, and very 
powerful in itself, and by its allies. The Romans 
artfully applied to the small states of Greece, from 
whom they had less to fear, and endeavoured to gain 
them by the attractive charms of liberty, which was 
their darling passion, and of which they knew how to 
awaken in them their ancient ideas. After having,, 
with great address, made use of the Greeks to reduce 
and destroy the Macedonian power, they subjected 
all those states one after mother, under various pre¬ 
texts. Greece was thus swallowed up at last in the 
Roman empire, and became a province of it under 
the name of Achaia. 

It did not lose with its power c that ardent pas¬ 
sion for liberty which was its peculiar characteristic. 
The Romans, when they reduced it into a province, 
reserved to the people almost all their privileges; 
and Sylla, d who punished them so cruelly sixty 
years after, for having favoured the arms of Mithri- 
dates, did not abridge those of their liberty who 
escaped his vengeance. In the civil wars of Italy, 
the Athenians Were seen to espouse with warmth the 
party of Pompey, e who fought for the republic. 
Julius Cffisar revenged himself upon them no other¬ 
wise than by declaring, that he pacdoned them out 
of consideration for their ancestors. Rut, after 
Cassar was killed, their inclination for liberty made 
them forget his clemency. They erected statues to 
Brutus and Cassius near those of Harmodius and 
Aristogiton, the ancient deliverers of Athens, and 
did not take them down till solicited by Antony, 
when become their friena, benefactor, and magi¬ 
strate. 

• After having been deprived of their ancient power, 
they still retained another sovereignty, which the 
Romans could not take from them, and to which 

Strab. 1. ix. * Plut. in Sylla. 

* Dio. 1. xliii. p. 191 et ]. xlrii. p. 339. 
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therfiselves were obliged to pay homage. Athens 
continued always the metropolis of the sciences, the 
school of polite arts, and the centre and standard of 
refined taste in all the productions of the mind. 

Several cities, as Byzantium, Caesarea, Alexandria, 
Ephesus,and Rhodes, shared that glory with Athens, 
and after her example opened schools which became 
very famous. Rome, haughty as she was, acknow¬ 
ledged this glorious empire. She sent her most il¬ 
lustrious citizens to be* finished and refined in 
Greece. They were instructed there in all the parts 
of sound philosophy, the knowledge of mathematics, 
the science of natural philosophy, the Yules of moral 
duties, the art of reasoning with justice and method : 
all the treasures of eloquence were imbibed there, 
and the method taught of treating the greatest sub¬ 
jects with propriety, force, elegance, and perspicuity. 

A Cicero, already the admiration of the bar, con¬ 
ceived he wanted something, and did not blush to be¬ 
come the disciple of the great masters whom Greece 
then produced. Pompey, in the midst of his glo¬ 
rious conquests, did not think it a dishonour to him, 
in passing through Rhodes, to hear the celebrated 
philosophers who taught there with great reputa¬ 
tion, and to make himself in some measure their dis- 
ciple. 

Nothing shews better the respect retained for the 
ancient reputation of Greece, than a letter of f Pliny 
the younger. He writes in this mtmner to Maximus, 
who was appointed governor of that province by 
Trajan: “ Call to mind, my dear Maximus, that you 
“ are going into Achaia, (he true Greece; the same 
“Greece where learning and the polite arts had 
“ their birth ; where even agriculture was invented, 

“ according to the common opinion. Remember, 

“ that you are sent to govern free cities and free men, 

“ if ever any such there were; who by their virtues, 

“ actions, alliances, treaties, and religion, have known 


* Lib. fiii. ep. 24. 
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“ how to preserve the liberty they received from aa- 
“ tore. Revere the gods, their founders; respect 
“ their heroes, the ancient glory of their nation, and 
“ the sacred antiquity of their cities; the dignity, 
“ great exploits, and even fables and vanity of that 
“ people. Remember, it is from those sources that 
“ we have derived our code of equity; that we did 
“ not impose our laws upon them, after we had con* 
“ quered them, but that they gave us theirs at our re* 
“ quest, before they were acquainted with the power 
“ of our arms. In a word, it is to Athens you are 
“ going; it is at Lacedsemon you are to command. 
“ It would be inhuman and barbarous to deprive 
“ them of that faint image, that shadow which they 
“ retain of their ancient liberty.” 

Whilst the Roman empire was declining, that em¬ 
pire of genius, of the mind, always supported itself, 
without participating in the revolutions of the other. 
Greece was resorted to for education and improve¬ 
ment from all parts of the world. In the fourth aad 
fifth centuries, those great lights of the church, St. 
Bjy.il, St. Gregory Nazianzen, St. John Chrysostom, 
went to Athens, to imbibe, as at their source, all the 
profane sciences. The emperors themselves,® who 
could hot go to Greece, brought Greece in a manner 
home to them, by receiving the most celebrated phi¬ 
losophers into their palaces, in order to intrust them 
with the education of their children, and to improve 
themselves by their instructions. Marcus Aurelius, 
even whilst he was emperor, went to hear thd* philo¬ 
sophers Apollonius and Sextus, and to take lessons 
from them as a common disciple. 

By a new kind of victory, unknown before, Greece 
had imposed its laws on Egypt and the whole East, 
from whence she had expelled barbarism, and intro¬ 
duced a taste for the arts and sciences in its room; 
obliging, by a kind of right of cdnqnest, all those 
nations to receive her language and adopt her cus- 


r Titus, Antoninus, M. Aurelius, Lucius Verus, &c. 
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toms : a testimonial jiighly for the glory of a people, 
and which argues a much more illustrious superiority 
than that which is not founded on merit, but solely 
upon the force of arms. Plutarch observes some¬ 
where, that no Greek ever thought of learning Latin, 
and that a Roman who did not understand Greek, 
was in no great estimation. 


ARTICLE III. 


It might be e -ec fo d, that after the subjection of 
Macedonia md CAect to the Romans, our history, 
confined for the future to two principal kingdoms, 
those of Egypt and Syria, should become more clear 
and intelligible than ever. I am, however, obliged 
to own, that it will be more obscure and perplexed 
than it has been hitherto, especially in regard to the 
king 'om of Syri? in which several kings not only 
so "ceed one another in a short space, but sometimes 
reign jointly and at the same time, to the number of 
three or four, which occasions a confusion difficult 
to unravel, *»nd from which I find it hard to extricate 
myself. This induces me to prefix in this place the 
names, succession, and duration of the reigns of the 
kings of Egypt and Syria. This short chronological 
abridgment may contribute to cast some light upon 
facts which are exceedingly complex, and serve as 
a clue to guide the reader in a kind of labyrinth, 
where the most clear-sighted will have occasion for 
assistance. It enlarges the work a little, but it may 
be passed over, or be refesred to only when it is ne¬ 
cessary to be set right: I insert it here only with 
that view. 

This third article contains the space of a hundred 
years for the kingdom of Egypt, from the twentieth 
year of Ptolemy Philometor, to the expulsion of 
Ptolemy Auletes from the throne; that is, from the 
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year of the world three thousand eight hundred and 
forty-five to the year three thousand nine hundred 
and forty-six. 

As to the kingdom of Syria, the same article con¬ 
tains also almost the space of a hundred years from 
Antiochus Eupator to Antiochus Asiaticus, under 
whom Syria became a province of the Homan em¬ 
pire ; that is, from the year of the world three thou¬ 
sand eight hundred and forty to the year three thou¬ 
sand nine hundred and thirty-nine. 
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Sect. I. A chronological abridgment of the history 
in the third article. 

A. M. Kings of Egypt, 

3824 . Ptolemy Phjlometor. He reigned 
something more than thirty-four years. 
This article contains only the fourteen latter 
years of his reign. 

Differences between Philometor and hi* 
younger brother fiuergetes, or Physcon. 


Ptolemy Euergetes, otherwise called 
Physcon, brother of Philometor, ascends the 
throne, and marries Cleopatra, Philometor’s 
wife. ' 


3859. 
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of the kings of Egypt and Syria, who are mentioned 


Kings of Syria. A. M. 


Antiochus Eupator, aged nine years, sue- 3840. 
ceeds his father Antiochus Epiphanes. He 
reigns only two years. 

Demetrius Soter, son of Seleucus Philo- 3842. 
pator, having escaped from Rome, ascends the 
throne. 

Bala, under the name of Alexander, giving 3851. 
himself out for the son of Antiochus Epi¬ 
phanes, seizes the throne of Syria. He is 
supported by the Romans. 

Demetrius is killed in a battle. He had 
reigned twelve years. 

Alexander Bala. He reigns almost five 3854. 
years. Ptolemy Philometor declares against 
him in favour of Demetrius Nicgtor, son of 
Demetrius Soter. 


Demetrius Nicator. 


Demetrius marches a- 
gainst the Parthians, who 
take him prisoner, and 
confine him. He had 
stueh jWars. 


3859. 

AntiochusThe- 3860. 
os, son of Bala, sup¬ 
ported by Tryphon, 
seizes part of the 
kingdom. 

DiodotusTry- 8861. 
phon, after having 
•got rid of his pupil 
Antiochus, ascends 
the throne. 

3863. 
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A. M. 


3874. 


3877. 


3882. 


Kings of Egypt. 


Pfiyscon expels Cfeopatra his wife, and 
marries her daughter, named also Cleopatra. 
He is compelled to fly. The Alexandrians 
restore the government to Cleopatra, his 
first wife. 

Physcon re-ascends the throne. 


Physcen gives ids daughter Tryphena to 
Grypus. 


Death of Physton. He had reigned 
twenty-nine years. 


3887. 
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Kings of Syria. 


Demetrius Nicator 
reigns again in Syria. 

Demetrius is killed by 
Zebina. 

Cleopatra, wife of De¬ 
metrius, retains part of 
the kingdom after his 
death. 

S e le uc usV. eldest son 
of Demetrius, is declared 
king, and soon after killed 
by Cleopatra. 

Antiochus Grypus, 
his younger brother, is 
placed on the throne by 
Cleopatra. 


Cleopatra designs to 
poison Grypus, and is 
poisoned herself. 


A.M. 

Antiochus Si- 3864. 
detes, brother of 
Demetrius, after 
having overthrown 
Tryphort, and put 
him to death, is de¬ 
clared king. Cleo- 
patra, Demetrius’s 
wife, marries him. 

Antiochus Side- 3873. 
tes marches against 
the Parthians. 

The Parthians 3874 
send back Deme¬ 
trius into Syria. 
Antiochus is slain. 

Alexander 3877. 
Zebina, support¬ 
ed by Physcon, 
expels ‘Demetrius 
from the throne, 
who is killed soon 
after. 

3880. 


3881. 


Zebina is over- 3882. 
come by Grypus, 
and dies soon after. 

3884. 
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A. M. Kings of Eg^ft. 

3887. Ptolemy Lathyrus, or Soter, suc¬ 
ceeds Physcon. 

Cleopatra, his mother, obliges him to re¬ 
pudiate Cleopatra, his eldest sister, and 
marry Selene, his youngest sister. 

Cleopatra gives the kingdom of Cyprus 
to Alexander, her youngest son. 


3897. Cleopatra expels Lathyrus from Egypt : 
he had reigned ten years. She sets his young¬ 
er brother Alexander upon the throne. 

3903. She gives her daughter Selene, whom she 
had taken from Lathyrus, in marriage to 
Antiochus Grypus. 
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Kings of Stria. 


A.M. 


Antiochus 3890. 
THE CyZICENI- 
an, son of Cleo¬ 
patra and Antio¬ 
chus Sidetes, takes 
arms against Gry- 


Grypus is reconciled 
with his brother the Cyzi- 
cenian. 


pus. 

Cleopatra, whom 3891. 
Lathyrus had been 
obliged to repudi¬ 
ate, marries the 
Cyzicenian. She is 
killed by the order 
of Tryphena wife 
of Grypus. 

The Cyzicenian 3892. 
gains a,victory over 
Grypus, and drives 
him out of Syria. 

The two bro- 3893. 
thers are reconcil¬ 
ed, and divide the 
empire of Syria. 

Cleopatra gives 3903. 
her daughter Se¬ 
lene to Antiochus 
‘Grypus. 


Death of Grypus. He had reigned twenty- 3907- 
seven years. 

Seleucus, his son, succeeds him. 

Antiochus the 3910. 
Cyzicenian is over¬ 
thrown, and put to 
death. 


y 2 
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0 

A.M. Kings o,f Egypt. 


3915. Alexander kills his mother Cleopatra. 

3916. Alexander is expelled himself: he had 
reigned nineteen years. He dies soon after. 
JLathyrbs is recalled. 
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KfNGS of Syrja. 


Seleucus is overthrown 
by Eusebes, and burnt in 
Mopsuestia. 


Antiochus XI. bro¬ 
ther of Seleucus, and se¬ 
cond - son of Grypus, as¬ 
sumes the diadem, andjs 
killed by Eusebes. 

Philip, his brother, 
third son of Grypus, suc¬ 
ceeds him. 

Demetrius Euche- 
res, fourth son of Gry¬ 
pus, is established upon 
the throne at Damascus, 
by the assistance of La- 
thyrus. 


Demetrius having been 
taken by the Parthians, 
Antiochus Dionysius, 
fifth son of Grypus, is 
placed upon the throne of 
Damascus, and is killed 
the following year. 


A.M. 

Antiochus Eu- 3911. 
sebes, son of the 
Cyzicenian, causes 
himself to be de¬ 
clared king. 

Eusebes marries 
Selene, widow of 
Grypus. 

3912. 


3913. 


3914. 


Eusebes, over- 3916. 
thrown by Philip 
and Demetrius, 
takes refuge a- 
mongst the Parthi¬ 
ans. 

. Hje is re-esta-3918. 
Wished upon the 
throne by their 
means. 
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A. M. Kings of Egypt. 


3923. Death of Latbyrus. 

Alexander II. son of Alexander I. under 
Sylla’s protection, is chosen king. He marries 
Cleopatra, otherwise called Berenice, and kills 
her seventeen days after. He reigned fifteen 
years. 


The Alexandrians’expel Alexander. 

3939. Ptolemy AulEtes, bastard son of Lathy- 
rus, is placed upon the throne. 
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Kings of Syria. A. M. 


The Syrians, weary of 
so many divisions and re¬ 
volutions, elect as king, 
Tigranes king of Ar¬ 
menia. He reigns by a 
viceroy fourteen years. 


Tigranes recalls Mega¬ 
dates his viceroy from 
Syria, who commanded 
there fourteen years in his 
name. 


3921. 


Eusebes takes 3923. 
refuge in Cilicia, 
where he remains 
concealed. 

Selene, his wife, 
retains part of Phoe¬ 
nicia and Ccele-sy- 
ria, and gives her 
two sons a good 
education. 

Syria being 3935. 
unprovided with 
troops^ Ant 10- 
chus Asiaticds, 
son of Antiochus 
Eusebes, takes pos¬ 
session of some part 
of the country, and 
reigns there during 
four years. 

Pompey deprives 3939- 
Antiochus Asiati- 
,cus of his domi¬ 
nions, and reduces 
Syria into a pro¬ 
vince of the Ro¬ 
man empire. The 
family of theSeleu- 
cidse is extinct with 
him. 
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Sect. II. Antiochus Eupator, at the age of nine 
years, succeeds his father Antiochus Epiphanes 
in the kingdom of Syria. Demetrius, who had 
been long a hostage at Rome, demands in vain 
permission to return to Syria. Celebrated victo¬ 
ries of Judas Maccahaus against the generals of 
the king of Syria, and the king himself in person. 
Long differences between the two brothers (the 
Ptolemies, kings of Egypt) terminated at length 
by a happy peace. 

W e have long lost sight of the * history of the kings 
of Syria, and that of the kings of Egypt, which are, 
for the most part, pretty closely connected with each 
other. I am now going to resume it, and it will not 
be interrupted any more. 

A. M. Antiochus, surnamed Eupator, h aged only nine 
Anf J°'c y ears .> succeed ed his father, Antiochus Epiphanes, in 
]*64* * the kingdom of Syria, The latter, at his death, sent 
for Philip, his favourite, who had been brought up 
with him. He gave him the regency of the kingdom 
during his son’s minority, and put his crown, signet, 
and all other marks of the royal dignity, into his 
hands ; recommending to him, above all things, to 
employ his whole care in educating his son in such a 
manner as was most proper to instruct him in the art 
of reigning. 

Philip, on his a-rival at Antioch, found that an¬ 
other had already usurped the employment which the 
late king; had confided to him. Lysias, upon the 
first advice of the death of Epiphanes, had placed 
his son-Antiochus upon the throne, whose governor 
he was, and had taken upon himself, with the guar¬ 
dianship of the young prince, the reins of government, 

11 Appian. in, Syr. p. 117. 1 Maccab. vi. 17. 2 Maccab. ix. 

29. & x. 10—-13. Joseph. Antiq. 1. xii. c. 14. 

* The last mention made of it is towards the end of Book XVIII. 
Article II. Sect, ii, and iii. 
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without any regard to the king’s regulation at his 
death. Philip knew well- that he was not at that time 
in a condition to dispute it with him, and retired into 
Egypt, in hopes of finding at that court the assistance 
he wanted to instate him in his right, and to expel the 
usurper. 

Much about the same time, Ptolemy Macron, go¬ 
vernor of Coele-syria and Palestine, from an enemy, 
which till then he had been to the Jews, became on a 
sudden their friend ; moved, as the Scripture says, 
with the flagrant injustice which had been committed 
towards them. He put a stop to the rigour of the 
persecution against them, and employed his whole 
influence to obtain a peace for them. By this con- 
duet he gave his enemies occasion to injure him. 
They prejudiced the king against him, by represent¬ 
ing him perpetually as a traitor; because he had in 
reality betrayed the interests of his first master, Pto¬ 
lemy Philometor, king of Egypt, who had intrusted 
him with the government of the island of Cyprus, 
and had given up that island to Antiochus Epiphanes, 
upon entering into his service. For, how advan¬ 
tageous soever the treason might be, the traitor, as is 
usual, was hated. At length they so far succeeded 
by their clamours and cabals, that he was deprived of 
his government, which was given to Lysias; no other 
post or pension being conferred on him to support 
his dignity. He had not strength of mind enough to 
hear his downfal, and poisoned himself; an end he 
well deserved for his treason, and the share which he 
had taken in the cruel persecution of the Jews. 

Judas Maccabseus 1 in the mean time was signal¬ 
izing hie valour by several considerable victories over 
the enemies of the people of God, who continually 
waged an implacable war against him. The little 
time that Antiochus Epiphanes survived the favour¬ 
able inclinations he had expressed lor the Jews, 
would not admit him to revoke in form his decree 


■ 1 Maccab. v. 1—68. 2 Maccab. x, 14—S8. 
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A.M. 
3841. 
Ant. J. C. 
163. 


for obliging them to change their religion. The 
court of Syria, which always considered the Jews as 
rebels desirous of throwing off its yoke, and was great¬ 
ly interested in making a nation so powerful, and so 
near a neighbour, submit to it, had no regard to some 
transient demonstrations of the dying prince’s favour 
to them. They always persisted in the same princi¬ 
ples of policy, and continued to look upon that nation 
as an enemy, whose sole view was to shake off their 
chains, and to support themselves in liberty of con¬ 
science with regard to religion. Such were the dis¬ 
positions of Syria towards the Jews. 

Demetrius,- k son of Seleucus Philopator, who, 
since the year in which his father died, had remained 
a hostage at Rome, was in his twenty-third year, 
when he was informed of the death of Antiochus 


Epiphanes, and the accession of his son Eupator to 
the crown, which he pretended to be his right, as 
the son of Epiphanes’s eldest brother. He pro¬ 
posed to the senate his re-establishment upon his 
father’s throne; and to engage them in it, he repre¬ 
sented that, having been bred up at Rome, he 
should always regard it as his native country, the 
senators as his fathers, and their sons as his brothers. 
The senate had more regard for the interests of the 
republic than the right of Demetrius, and thought 
it more advantageous fqr the Romans that there 
should be a king in his minority upon the throne 
of Syria, than a prince like Demetrius, who might at 
length become formidable to them. They there¬ 
fore made a decree to confirm Eupator, and sent 
Cn. Octavius, Sp. Lucretius, and L. Aurelius, with 
the character of ambassadors, into Syria, to regulate 
all things conformably to the treaty made with An- 
tiocbus the Great. Their design was to weaken the 
power of that kingdom by every possible method. 
The same ambassadors bad instructions to accommo- 


- Polyb. Legat. cvii. Justin. 1. xxxiv. c. 3. Appian. in Syr. 
p.117. 
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date, if possible, the differences between the two kings 
of Egypt. 

Lysias , 1 terrified by the victories of Judas Mac- 
cabseus, formed an army of fourscore thousand foot, 
and took with him all the cavalry of the kingdom, 
with fourscore elephants: at the head of all these 
forces he marched into Judsea, with the resolution to 
settle in Jerusalem, as inhabitants, foreigners that 
worshipped idols. He opened the campaign with the 
siege of Bethsura, a fortress between Idumaea and 
Jerusalem. Judas Maccabseus, and the whole peo¬ 
ple, besought the Lord, with tears in their eyes, to 
send his angel for the preservation of 'Israel. Full 
of confidence in God, they took the field. When 
they marched all together, with assured courage, out 
of Jerusalem, there * appeared a horseman march¬ 
ing before them. He was clothed in a white habit, 
with armour of gold, and he held a lance in his hand. 

That sight filled them with new ardour. They threw 
themselves upon the enemy like lions, killed twelve 
thousand six hundred men, and obliged the rest to 
fly, most of them wounded and without arms. 

After this check, Lysias m weary of so unsuccess¬ 
ful a war, and, as the Scripture says, “ believing 
“ the Jews invincible, when supported by the aid of 
“ the Almighty God,” made a treaty with Judas and 
the Jewish nation, whicl\ Antiochus ratified. One 
of the articles of peace was, that the decree of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, which obliged the Jews to 
conform to the religion of the Greeks, should be 
revoked and cancelled, and that they should be at 
liberty to live in all places according to their own 
laws. 

This peace was of no long duration. The neigh¬ 
bouring people were too much the enemies of the 

1 2 Maccab. xi. 1—38. x. 1—7. xiii. 1—2*. 1 Maccab. 
v.65—68. vi. 19—63. Joseph. Antiq. lib. xii. 

“ 2 Maccab. xi. 13. 

* It was an angel, perhaps St. Michael, the protector of the 
people of God. 
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Jews to leave them long in repose. Judas overcame 
them in many battles. Timotheus, one of the king’s 
generals, assembled all his forces, and raised an army 
of a hundred-and-twenty thousand foot, without in¬ 
cluding the horse, which amounted to five-and-twenty 
hundred. Judas, full of confidence in the God of 
armies, marched against him with troops very much 
inferior as to number. He attacked and defeated 
him. Timotheus lost thirty thousand men in this bat¬ 
tle, and saved himself with great difficulty. This de¬ 
feat was followed by many advantages on the side of 
Judas, which proved that God alone is the source of 
valour, intrepidity, and success in war. He shewed 
this in the most sensible manner, by the evident and 
singular protection which he gave to a people, of 
whom he was in a peculiar manner the guide and 
director. 

A new army was raised of a hundred thousand 
foot, with twenty thousand horse, two-and-thirty 
elephants, and three hundred chariots of war. The 
king in person, with Lysias the regent of the king¬ 
dom, put themselves at the head of it, and watered 
Judaea. Judas, relying upon the omnipotence of 
God, the creator of the universe, and having ex? 
horted his troops to fight to the last drop of their 
blood, marched and posted himself in thei front of 
the kingVcamp. After having given his troops for 
the word of battle. Victory is of God, he chose 
the bravest men cf his army, and with them, in the 
.night, attacked the king’s quarters. They kilied four 
thousand men, and retired, after having filled his 
whole camp with confusiorvand dismay. 

Though the king knew from thence the extraor¬ 
dinary vailour of the Jews, he did not doubt but 
they would be overpowered at length by the num¬ 
ber of his troops and elephants. He resolved there¬ 
fore to come to a general battle with them. Judas, 
without being intimidated by the terrible prepara¬ 
tion for it, advanced with his army, and gave the 
king battle, in which the Jews killed a great num- 
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her of the enemy. -JEleazar, a Jew, seeing an ele¬ 
phant larger than the rest, covered with the king’s 
arms, -and believing the king was upon it, sacrificed 
himself to preserve his people, and to acquire a per¬ 
petual name. He forced his way boldly to the 
elephant through the line of battle, killing and over¬ 
throwing all who opposed him. Then placing him¬ 
self under the beast’s belly, he pierced it in such a 
manner, that it fell and crushed him to depth under¬ 
neath it. 

Judas, in the mean time, and his troops, fought 
with extraordinary resolution. But at length, ex¬ 
hausted by fatigue, and no longer able to support the 
weight of the enemy, they thought fit to retire. The 
king followed them, and besieged the fortress of 
Bethsura. That place, after a long and vigorous de¬ 
fence, was obliged, for want of provisions, to surren¬ 
der by capitulation. 

From thence Antiochus marched against Jerusa¬ 
lem, and besieged the temple. Those who defended 
it were reduced to the same extremities with the gar¬ 
rison of Bethsura, and would, like them, have been 
obliged to surrender, if Providence had not relieved 
them by an unforeseen accident. I have observed, 
that Philip had retired into Egypt, in hopes of find¬ 
ing assistance there against Lysias. But the disputes 
which had arisen between the two brothers, who 
reigned jointly, as has been said elsewhere, soon un¬ 
deceived him. Finding that he Had nothing to ex¬ 
pect from that quarter, he returned into the East, 
assembled some troops of Medes and Persians, and 
taking advantage of the Ting’s absence during his 
expedition against Judasa/ he seized the capital of 
(he empire. Upon that news, Lysias thought it 
necessary to make peace with the Jews, in order to 
turn his arms against his rival in Syria, Peace 
was accordingly concluded upon very advantageous 
and honourable conditions. Antiochus swore to ob¬ 
serve it, and was admitted to enter the fortifica¬ 
tions of the temple, with the sight of which he was 
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so much terrified, that, contrary to Ins •faith given, 
and the oath he had sworn when ratifying the peace," 
he caused them to be demolished before he set out 
for Syria. The sudden return of Antiochus drove 
Philip out of Antioch, and put an end to his short 
regency, and soon after to his life. 

The troubles" occasioned by the divisions between 
the two Ptolemies, which we have just now men¬ 
tioned, roge so high, that the Roman senate gave 
orders to the ambassador? they had sent into Syria, 
to proceed to Alexandria, and to use all their en¬ 
deavours to reconcile them. Before they arrived 
there, Physcon, the youngest, surnamed Euergetes, 
had already expelled his brother Philometor. The 
latter embarked for Italy, and landed at Brundu- 
sium. From thence he went the rest of the way to 
Rome, on foot, very ill dressed, and with few follow¬ 
ers, and demanded of the senate the necessary aid 
for replacing him upon the throne. 

As soon as Demetrius, son of Seleucus Philopator, 
king of Syria, who was still a hostage at Rome, 
was apprised of the unhappy condition to which 
that fugitive prince was reduced, he caused royal 
robes and an equipage to be got ready for him, 
that he might appear in Rome as a king, and went 
to meet him with all he had ordered to be prepared 
for his use. He found him twenty-six miles, that 
is, at nine or ten leagues’ distance from Rome. 
Ptolemy expressed great gratitude to him for his 
goodness, and the honour he did him; but did not 
Slink proper to accept his present, nor permit him 
to attend him the rest of liis journey. He finished 
it on foot, and with the‘same attendants and habit 
he had worn till then. In that manner he entered 
Rome, and took up his lodging with a painter of 
Alexandria, who had but a very small house. His 
design, by all these circumstances, was to express 

* Porphyr. in Cr. Eus. Scalig. p, 60 & 68. Diod, in Excerpt, 
Valea. p. 322. Valer. Max. I. r. c. 1. Polyb. Legat. cxiii, Epit, 
Liv. 1. xlri. 
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the misery to which he was reduced, the better, and 
to move the compassion of the Romans. 

When the senate were informed of his arrival, 
they sent to desire he would come to them ; and to 
excuse their not having prepared a house for his 
reception, and that he had not been paid the honours 
at his entry with which it was the custom to treat 
princes of his rank; they assured him that it was 
neither for want of consideration for his person, nor 
out of neglect, but because his coming had surprised 
them, and had been kept so secret, that they were not 
apprised of it till after he had entered Rome. After¬ 
wards, having desired him to quit the Habit he wore, 
and to demand an audience of the senate, in order 
to explain in a full meeting the occasion of his voy¬ 
age, he was conducted by some of the senators 
to a house suitable to his birth; and orders were 
given to the quasstors, or treasurers, to see him 
served and supplied, at the expence of the public, 
with all things necessary during his residence at 
Rome. 

When they gave him audience„and he had repre¬ 
sented his condition to the Romans, they imme¬ 
diately resolved to re-establish him; and deputed 
two of the senators, with the character of ambas¬ 
sadors, to go with him to Alexandria, and cause 
their decree to be put in > execution. They re-con¬ 
ducted him accordingly, and succeeded in negoci- 
ating an accommodation between -the two brothers. 
Libya, and the province of Cyrene, were given to 
Physcon; Philometor had Egypt and the isle of 
Cyprus; and each of them was declared independent 
of the other in the dominions assigned them. The 
treaty and agreement were confirmed with the cus¬ 
tomary oaths and sacrifices. 

But oaths and sacrifices bad long been with the 
generality of princes no, more than simple ceremonies 
and mere forms, by which they did not think them¬ 
selves bound in the least. And this way of think¬ 
ing is but too common. Soon after, the youngest 
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of the two kings, dissatisfied, with the partition 
which had been made, went in person to complain 
of it to the senate. He demanded that the treaty 
of partition should be annulled, and that be should 
be restored to the possession of the isle of Cyprus. 
He alleged, that he had been forced by the neces¬ 
sity of the times to comply with the former propo¬ 
sals, and that; even though Cyprus should be grant¬ 
ed him, hi$ share would still be far from equal to his 
brother’s. Menethyllus, whom the elder Ptolemy 
had deputed to Rome, made it appear that Physcon 
held not only Libya and Cyrenaica, but his life 
also, from the goodness of his brother ; that he had 
made himself so much the abhorrence of the people, 
by his violent proceedings, that they would have 
left him neither life nor government, had not his 
brother snatched him from their resentment, by 
making himself mediator. That at the time he was 
preserved from this danger, he thought himself too 
happy in reigning over the region allotted to him; 
and that both sides had ratified the treaty before 
the altar of the gpds, and sworn to observe their 
agreement with each other. Quintus and Canu- 
leius, who bad negociated the accommodation be¬ 
tween the brothers, confirmed the truth of all Mene- 
thyllus advanced. '. 

The senate, seeing that*- in fact the partition was 
not equal, artfully took advantage of the quarrel 
between the two brothers, to diminish the strength 
of the kingdom of £gypt, by dividing it, and’granted 
the younger what he demanded. For snch was then 
the policy of the Romans. It is Polybius who 
makes this reflection; They made the quarrels and 
differences of princes the means of extending and 
strengthening their own power, and behaved in 
regard to them with so much address, that whilst 
they acted solely for their own interest, the con¬ 
tending parties were, however, obliged t© them. As 
therefore the greet power of Egypt 1 gaivethem rear 
son to apprehend it would become too: formidable 
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if it fell into the hands of one sovereign, who knew 
how to use it, they adjudged the isle of Cyprus to 
Physcon. Demetrius, who did not lose sight of the 
throne of Syria, and who, on his part, was interested 
that so powerful a prince as the king of Egypt should 
not continue in possession of the island of Cyprus, 
had supported the demand of Physcon with all his 
influence. The Romans made T. Torquatus and 
Cn. Merula set out with the latter, to put him in 
possession of it. 

During' that prince’s stay at Rome, he had often 
the opportunity of seeing Cortielia, the mother of the 
Gracchi, and caused proposals of marriage to be 
made to her. But as she was the daughter of Scipio 
Africanus, and the widow of Tiberius Gracchus, who 
had been twice consul and censor, she rejected his 
offers, and believed it more honourable to be one of 
the first ladies of Rome, than queen of Libya with 
Physcon. 

Physcon set out from Rome with the two Roman 
ambassadors. Their plan was to concert an interview 
between the two brothers upon the frontier, and by 
means of a negociation to bring them to that agree¬ 
ment which the senate had fixed. Philometor did 
not explain himself openly at first. He spun out 
the affair to as great a length as he could, upon dif¬ 
ferent pretexts, endeavouring to gain time, and taking 
secret measures against his brother. At length he 
declared plainly, that he was resolved to stand to the 
first treaty, and that he would make no other. 

The Cyrenseans, in the mean time, p informed of A. M. 
the ill conduct of Physcoi during the time that he A ^) 3 ' c , 
was in possession of the government at Alexandria, igj] 
conceived so strong an aversion for him, that they 
resolved to keep him out of their country by force of 
arms. It was not doubted but Philometor had co¬ 
vertly taken pains to excite these disturbances. Phy- 

0 Plut. in Tib. Grac. p. 824. . ' 

■t Polyb: Legaf. cxxxii. Id. in Excerpt. Vales, p. 197. Dioa. 
in Excerpt. Vales, p. 334. 

VOL. VII. 



338 Ihe history of 

woo, who bad been overthrown by the rebels in 4 bat- 
tie, having almost lost all hope", sent two deputies 
with the Roman ambassadors on their return to 
Rome, with orders to lay his complaints against his 
brother before the senate, and to solicit their proteo 
tion. The senate, offended at Philometor’s refusal 
to evacuate the inland of Cyprus according to their 
decree, declared that there was no longer any amity 
and alliance between him and the Romans, and or¬ 
dered his ‘ambassador to quit Rome in five days. 

Physcon found means to re-establish himself in 
Cyrenaica; but made himself so generally hated by 
his subjects, through his ill conduct, that some of 
them fell upon him, and wounded him in several 
places, and left him for dead upon the spot. He 
imputed this to his brother Philometor; and, as soon 
as he was recovered of his wounds, undertook again 
a voyage to;Rome. He there made his complaints 
against him to the senate, shewed the scars of his 
wounds, and accused him of having employed the 
assassins from whom he received them. Though 
Philometor was the most humane of all princes, 
and the least to be suspected of so black and barba¬ 
rous an action, the senate, who were angry at his re¬ 
fusal to submit to the regulation they had made in 
regard to the isle of Cyprus, gave ear to this false 
accusation with too much facility. They carried 
their prejudice so high against him, that they would 
not so much as hear what his ambassadors bad to 
say in his defence. Orders were sent to them to quit 
Rome immediately. Besides which, the senate ap¬ 
pointed five commissioners to conduct Physcon into 
Cyprus, and to put him jn possession of that island, 
and wrote to all their allies near it to aid him for 
that purpose with all their troops, 

A. M. * Physcon, by this means, with an army which 
“Y-C seemed to him sufficient for the execution of his 
15 7 ' ‘ design, landed in the island, Philometor, who had 
gone thither in person, defeated him, and obliged him 
to shut himself up in Lapitho, where he was soon 
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invested, besieged, gnd at length taken, and put into 
the hands of the brothef whom he had so cruelly in¬ 
jured. Philometor’s exceeding goodness appeared 
upon this occasion. After all that Physcon had done 
against him, it was expected that, as he now had him 
in his power, he would make him sensible of his in¬ 
dignation and revenge. He forgave him every thing; 
and, not contented with pardoning his faults, he 
even restored him Libya and Cyrenaica, ^nd added 
further some amends in lieu of the isle of Cyprus. 

That act of generosity put an end to the war between 
the two brothers. It was not renewed; and the Ro¬ 
mans were Hshatned of any longer opposing a prince 
of such extraordinary clemency. There is no reader 
who does not secretly pay the homage of esteem and 
admiration to so generous an action. Such inward 
sentiments, which are founded in nature, and antici¬ 
pate all reflections, imply how great and noble it is 
to forget and pardon injuries, and what a meanness 
of soul there is in the resentment of the revengeful. 
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Sect. III. Octavius, ambassador of the Romans in 
Syria, is killed there. Demetrius escapes from 
Rome, puts Eupator to death, ascends the throne 
of Syria, and assumes the surname of Soter. He 
makes war against the Jews. Repeated victories 
of Judas Maccabeeus; death of that great man. 
Demetrius is acknowledged king by the Romans. 
He abandons himself to drunkenness and debauch¬ 
ery. Alexander Bala forms a conspiracy against 
him. Demetrius is killed in a battle. Alexander 
espouses the daughter of Ptolemy Philometor. 
Temple built by the Jews in Egypt. Demetrius, 
son of the first of that name, sets up his claim to 
the throne of Syria. Alexander is destroyed. Pto¬ 
lemy Philometor dies at the same time. 

We have ’seen that the principal object of the com¬ 
mission of the three Roman ambassadors, Cn. Oc¬ 
tavius, Sp. Lucretius, and L. Aurelius, who went 
first into Egypt, was to go into Syria, in order to re¬ 
gulate the affairs of that nation. When they arrived 
there, they found the king had more ships and ele¬ 
phants than had been stipulated by the treaty made 
with Antiochus the Great after the battle of Sipylus. 
They caused the ships to be burnt, and the elephants 
to be killed, which exceeded the number stated in 
that treaty, and Regulated all other matters in such a 
manner as they thought most to the advantage of the 
Romans. This treatment seemed^nisupportable, and 
exasperated the people against them. A person 
named Leptines was so incensed at it, that in his 
rage he fell upon * Octavius whilst he was bathing, 
and killed him. It was suspected that Lysias, the 

- Appian. in Syr. p. 117. Polyb. Legat. cxiv. & cxxii. Cicer. 
Philip, ix. n. 4, 5. Justin. I. xxxiv. c. 3, 

This Octavius had been consul some years before, and 
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regent of the kingdom, had secretly a hand in this 
assassination. Ambassadors were immediately sent 
to Rome, to justify the king, and to protest that he 
had had no share in the action. The senate sent 
them back without giving them any answer, to sig¬ 
nify, by that silence, their indignation for the murder 
committed upon the person of Octavius, the examina¬ 
tion and punishment of which they reserved to them¬ 
selves. In the mean time, to do honour to his me¬ 
mory, they erected a statye to him amongst those of 
the great men who had lost their lives in defence of 
their country. 

Demetrius believed that the displeasure of the Ro¬ 
mans against Eupator was a favourable conjuncture, 
of which it was proper for him to take the advantage, 
and addressed himself a second time to the senate, 
to obtain their permission to return into Syria. He 
took this step contrary to the opinion of the greatest 
part of bis friends, who advised him to make his 
escape, without saying any thing. The event soon 
shewed him how much they w'ere in the right. As 
the senate had still the same motives of interest for 
keeping him at Rome as at first, he received the 
same answer, and had the mortification to experi¬ 
ence a second denial. He had then recourse to the 
first advice of his friends; and Polybius the histo¬ 
rian, who was then at Rome, was one of those who 
pressed him with the utmost warmth to put it in exe¬ 
cution with secrecy and dispatch.* He took his ad¬ 
vice. After concerting all his measures, he left Rome 
under pretence of a hunting-match, went to Ostia, 
and embarked with a small train in a Carthaginian 
vessel bound for Tyre that waited for him.* It was 

was the first of his family who had attained that honour. Cic. 

Philip, ix. n. 4.—Octavius Caesar, who became emperor, so well 
known under the name of Augustus, was of the same family with 
this Octavius, but of another branch, into which the consular dig¬ 
nity had never entered. Sueton. 

* That ship was carrying ta Tyre, according to custom, the 
first fruits of the lands and revenues of Carthage. 
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three day* before it was known, at Rome that he 
had stolen away. All that the senate could do, 
was some days after to send Tib. Gracchus, L. Len- 
tulus, and Servilius Glaucia, into Syria, to observe 
what effect the return of Demetrius would produce 
there. 

Demetrius' having landed at Tripoli in Syria, a 
report spread, that the senate had sent him to take 
possession ^>f his dominions, and had resolved to 
support him in them. Eupator was immediately 
looked upon as a lost man, and every one aban¬ 
doned him to join Deirletrius. Eupator and Lysias, 
seized by theii* own troops, were delivered up to the 
new-comer, who ordered them to be put to death. 
Demetrius saw himself established by this means 
upon the throne without opposition, and with pro¬ 
digious rapidity. 

One of the first actions of his reign was to deliver 
the Babylonians from the tyranny of Timarchus and 
Heraclides, who had been the two great favourites 
of Antiochus Epiphanes. He had made the first 
governor, and the, second treasurer of that pro¬ 
vince, Timarchus having added rebellion to his 
other crimes, Demetrius caused him to be put to 
death. He contented himself with banishing the 
other. The Babylonians were so much rejoiced to 
see themselves freed from the oppression of those 
two brothers, that upon this occasion they gave their 
deliverer the title* of Soter, or Saviour, which he 
bore ever afterwards. 

Alcimus, whom Antiochus Eupator had made high- 
priest of the Jews after tlte death of Menelaus, not 
being able to procure himself to be admitted by them 
in that capacity,, because he had profaned the sanc¬ 
tity of the priesthood, by following the impious cus¬ 
toms of the Greeks under Antiochus Epiphanes; 
gathered together all the apostate Jews, who had 

r 1 Maceab. vii. viii. ix. & 2 Maccab. xiv. Joseph. Antiq. 
1. xii. xiii. Appian, in Syr. p. 1 17. Justin. 1. xxxir. c. 3. 
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taken refuge at Antioch after hating been expelled 
Judaea, and putting himself at their head, came to 
petitfoa the new king to defend them from the op* 
pressions of Judas and bis brothers, venting a thou¬ 
sand calumnies against them. He accused them of 
having killed ail persons of Demetrius’s party who 
fell into their hands, and of having forced him, with 
all those in his company, to abandon their coun¬ 
try, and seek their security elsewhere. Demetrius 
immediately ordered Batrjiides, governor of Meso¬ 
potamia, to march into Judaea at the head of an 
army; and confirming Alcimus in his office, he 
joined him in commission with Bscchides, and 
charged them both with the care of this war. Judas 
rendered all the efforts of this first army ineffectual, 
as he did also those of a second, which was com¬ 
manded by Nicanor. The latter, enraged at the last 
defeat of the troops of Syria, and indignant that a 
handful of men should make head against such nu¬ 
merous and warlike armies, and knowing that they 
placed their whole confidence of victory in the pro¬ 
tection of the God of Israel, and in the promises 
made in the temple where he waslhonoured, had ut¬ 
tered a thousand blasphemies against the Almighty 
and against his temple. He was soon punished for 
them. Judas engaged him in a bloody battle, and of 
his army of thirty-five thousand men, not one escaped 
to carry the news of the defeat to Antioch. The 
body of Nicanor was found anaongpt the dead. His 
head and right hand, which he had lifted up against 
the temple threatening to destroy it, were cut off, 
and placed upon one of the towers of Jerusalem. 

Judas, after this complete victory, having some 
relaxation, sent an embassy to Rome. He saw him¬ 
self continually attacked by the whole forces of Syria, 
without being able to rely with good reason upon 
any treaty of peace. He had no aid to expect from 
the neighbouring nations, who, far from interesting 
themselves for the preservation of the Jewish people, 
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in concert with the Syrians, entertained no thoughts 
but of extirpating them. He had been informed that 
the Romans, equally esteemed for their justice and 
valour, were always ready to support weak nations 
against the oppression of kings, whose power gave 
them umbrage. He therefore thought of making an 
alliance w ith that people, in prder to support himself 
by their protection against the unjust enterprises of 
the Syrians. Those ambassadors were very well re¬ 
ceived by the senate, who passed a decree, by which 
the Jews were declared the friends and allies of the 
Romans, and a defensive league was made with them. 
They even obtained a letter from the senate to De¬ 
metrius, by which be was enjoined not to distress 
the Jews any more, and war was threatened, in case 
he persevered to do so. But before the ambassadors 
returned, Judas was dead. 

As soon as Demetrius received news of the defeat 
and death of Nicanor, he gave the command of a 
powerful army to Bacchides and Alcimus, composed 
of the choicest of all his troops, and sent them into 
Judaea. Judas had only thVee thousand men with 
him when it arrived there. These were struck with 
such a panic, that they all abandoned him, except 
eight hundred men. Judas with that small number, 
through an excess of valour and confidence, had the 
boldness to hazard a battlp against so numerous an 
army. He perished, overpowered by multitudes. 
His loss was deplored throughout all Judaea and at 
Jerusalem, with all the marks of the keenest afflic¬ 
tion, and the government was put into the hands of 
Jonathan his brother. 

Alcimus being dead, after having committed great 
violences against the true Israelites, and Bacchides 
being returned to Antioch, the country remained 
quiet, and was not harassed by the Syrians for two 
years. Demetrius had most probably received the 
senate’s letter in favour of the Jews, which obliged 
him to recall Baechides. 
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Demetrius * indeed was at this time very cautious A. M. 
In his conduct witii regard to the Romans, and used 38+4 - 
all his endeavours to induce them to acknowledge him {' 60 ' ' 
king, and to renew the treaty made with the kings 
his predecessors. Having received advice that the 
Romans had three ambassadors at the court of Aria- 
rathes king of Cappadocia, he sent Menochares, one 
of his principal ministers, thither, to enter upon the 
negociation. Finding at his return, by the report 
lie made of what had parsed, that the good offices of 
those ambassadors were absolutely necessary to his 
success in that point, he sefct again into Pamphylia, 
and afterwards to Rhodes, to assure them that he 
would conform entirely to their will; and by the 
force of pressing solicitations obtained at length, by 
their means, w hat he desired. The Romans acknow¬ 
ledged him king of Syria, and renewed the treaties 
made with that crown. 

To cultivate their amity,' he sent the same a.m. 
Menochares the following year, in conjunction with 3s+5. 
some others, upon an embassy to Rome. They were An j- c - 
charged with a crown that weighed ten thousand 
pieces * of gold, as a present from him to the senate, 
in gratitude for their kind treatment of him during 
the time that he was a hostage at Rome. They car¬ 
ried also with them Leptines and Isocrates, in order 
to deliver them up, upon account of the assassination 
of Octavius. This Leptines was the person who 
killed him at Laodicea. Isocrates was a Greek, by 
profession a grammarian, who, being in Syria at that 
time, had upon all occasions taken upon him to 
vindicate that equally base and unjust action. The 
senate received the ambassadors with all the usual 
honours, and accepted the present they brought; 
but would neither hear nor see two vile men, ob- 


s Polyb. Legat. cxx. 

* Polyb. Legat. cxxii. Appian. in Syr. p. 118. Diod. Legat. xxv. 

* They were worth more than ten thousand pistoles. 
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jects unworthy of their anger s reserving to them¬ 
selves^ without doubt, the right of exacting, when 
they pleased, a more distinguished satisfaction for the 
murder of their ambassador, 
v It .was nearly about this time that Demetrius, as I 
have observed before, established Holophernes upon 
the throne of Cappadocia. He was soon after ex¬ 
pelled, and took refuge at Antioch. We are going 
to see how far he carried his ingratitude towards his 
benefactor. v 

A. M. Demetrius," who found himself without war or oc- 
S850. qupation, began to indulge in pleasure, and to lead 
C ' an idle life, not a little singular and fantastic in the 
man ner of it. He caused a castle to be built near 
Antioch, flanked with four strong towers, and shut 
himself up in it, in order to abandon himself entirely 
on the one side to indolence, not being willing to 
hear any mere mention made of public business, and, 
on the other, to the pleasure of good cheer and ex¬ 
cess of wine. He was drunk at least one half of the 
day. The memorials, which people were desirous of 
presenting to him, were never received; justice was 
not administered; tHe affairs of the state languished: 
in a word, there was a general suspension of the go¬ 
vernment; which soon stirred up the whole people 
against him. A conspiracy was formed for deposing 
hun. Holophernes, who continued at Antioch, en¬ 
tered into this plot against his benefactor, flattering 
himself with obtaining the crown if the enterprise suc¬ 
ceeded. It was dicovered, and Holophernes was 
thrown in prison* Demetrius would not deprive 
him of life. He chose rather to spare him, in order 
to make use of him upon qccasion against Ariarathes 
king of Cappadocia, upon whose crown he had some 
pretensions. 

Notwithstanding the discovery, the conspiracy was 

* Joseph/ Antiq. 1. xiii. e. 3. Athen. 1. x, p. 440. Justin. 
1. xxxv. e.}. 
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riot suppressed.* .The malcontents were secretly 
supported by Ptoiem^ Philometor, who had the 
affair of Cyprus at heart; and by Attalus and Aria- 
rathes, who were anxious to revenge themselves for 
the war Demetrius had undertaken against them in 
favour of Holophernes. Those three princes in 
concert together employed Heraclides in preparing 
somebody to personate the son of Antiochus Epi* 
phanes, and to set up hereditary pretensions to ttie 
crown of Syria. This Haraclides had been, as I have 
said already, one of the great favourites of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and treasurer of the province of Ba¬ 
bylon, while Timarchus, his brother, another fa¬ 
vourite, was governor of it. At Demetrius’s acces¬ 
sion to the crown, the two brothers having been con¬ 
victed of malversation and other crimes, Timarchus 
had been executed, and the other, having made his 
escape, had taken up his residence at Rhodes. It 
was there he took pains to train the man intended for 
the design I have mentioned. He chose for that pur¬ 
pose a young man named Bala, of mean extraction, 
but well calculated to act the part assigned him. He 
modelled him, and instructed him fully in all that it 
was necessary to say or do. 

When he was fully prepared, he began by causing A. M. 
him to be acknowledged by the three kings who were 385 ’• 
in the secret. He afterwards carried him to Rome, jjj' ' 
as he did also Laodice, the real daughter of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, for the better concealing of the im¬ 
posture. By force of address and solicitations, he 
caused him to be acknowledged there also, and ob¬ 
tained a decree of the Senate in his favour, which 
not only gave him permission to return into Syria, 
for the recovery of his dominions, but even granted 
him assistance for that purpose. Though the senate 
plainly saw through the imposture, and that all 

Polyb. Legat. cxxxviii. & cxl. Appian. in Syr. p. IS 1. 

Athen. 1. v. p. 211. 1 Maccab. x. 1—50.' 
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that was told of this pretender was mere fiction, they 
entered into every thing that was desired of them 
against Demetrius, with whom they were dissatisfied, 
and passed that decree in favour of the impostor. 
With this declaration of the Romans for him, he found 
no difficulty in raising troops. He seized upon Pto- 
lemais in Palestine; and there, under the name of 
Alexander son of Antiochus Epiphanes, assumed the 
title of king^of Syria. Many of the malcontents came 
thither to join him, and forpi his court. 

This news made Demetrius quit his castle and 
his indolence, and apfny himself to his defence. 
He assembled'all the troops he could. Alexander 
armed also on his side. The assistance of Jonathan 
was of great consequence in this conjuncture, and 
both parties made their court to him. Demetrius 
wrote to him first, and sent him the commission of 
general of the king’s troops in Judaea, which ren¬ 
dered him at that time very much superior to all his 
enemies. 

Alexander seeing what Demetrius had done for 
Jonathan, was thereby induced to make proposals 
also to. him, in order to bring him over to his side. 
He made him high-priest, granted him the title 
of “ Friend of the king,” sent him a purple robe 
and a crown of gold, marks of the high dignity which 
he conferred upon him; for nope at that time wore 
purple except princes and nobfe of the first rank. 
Demetrius, who received advice of this, still out¬ 
bid him, to secure to himself an ally of such im¬ 
portance. But after the injuries he had done to 
all those who had had the tfUe interest of the Jews at 
heart, and to the whole nation in general, they dared 
not confide in him, and resolved to treat rather 
with Alexander. Jonathan therefore accepted the 
high-priesthood from him; and with the consent of 
the whole people, at the feast of tabernacles, which 
happened soon after, he put on the pontifical vest¬ 
ments, and officiated as high-priest. 
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The place had .been vacant seven years from the 
death of Alcimus. The high-priesthood, which at 
that time came into the Asuionean family, continued 
in it till Herod's time, who, from hereditary, as it 
had been till then, made an employment of it, which 
he disposed of at his pleasure. 

The two kings-having taken the field, Demetrius, 
who wanted ueither valour nor good sense, when his 
reason was not impaired by wine, was victorious in 
the first battle; but it vas of no advantage to him. 
Alexander soon received pew troops from the three 
kings who had set him up, ahd continued, to support 
him vigorously. Having, besides this, the Romans 
and Jonathan on his side, he retrieved his loss, and 


a.m. 

3852. 
Ant. J. 
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maintained his ground. The Syrians continually de¬ 
serted also, because they could not bear Demetrius. 

That prince, beginning to apprehend the event of 
the war, sent his two sons, Demetrius and Antioehus, 
to Cnidos, a city of Caria, in order to provide for 
their security in case of misfortune. He confided 
them, with a considerable sum of money, to the care 
of a friend whom he had in jhat city; in order 
that if any accident should happen to himself, they 
might remain there in safety, and wait some favour¬ 
able conjuncture. 

It was at the same time, and perhaps in imitation a. M. 


of Alexander Bala, that Andriscus played the same 3853 . 
part in Macedonia. He had retired to Demetrius, ■ An |y|' 
who had given him up to the*Romans, from the' 
hope of conciliating their favour. 

The two competitors for the crown of Syria hav- a. M. 
ing assembled all their troops, proceeded to a deci- 385*. 
sive battle. At first Demetrius's left wing broke An |^ ^ 
that of the enemy which opposed it, and put it to 
flight. But being too hot in the pursuit, a com¬ 
mon fault in battles, and which almost always occa¬ 
sions their being lost, at their return they found 
the right, at the head of which Demetrius fought in 
person, routed, and the king himself killed in the 
pursuit. As long as he had been in a condition to 
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Support the enemy's charge, be h$d omitted nothing 
of /which valour and conduit were capable, that 
might conduce to bis success. At length his troops 
gave way, and in the retreat bis horse plunged into a 
bog, where those who pursued him killed him with 
their arrows. He had reigned twelve years. Alex* 
ander by this victory found himself master of the 
empire of Syria. 

As soon as r Alexander saw himself at ease, he 
sent to demand Cleopatra, «the daughter of Ptolemy 
king of Egypt, in marriage. She was granted him; 
and her father conducted her in person to Ptolemais, 
where (he nuptials were celebrated. Jonathan was 
invited to that feast, and went thither, where he was 
received by the two kings with all possible marks of 
honour. 

Onias, son of Onias III. having z been disap¬ 
pointed of the high-priesthood after the death of bis 
uncle Menelaus, had retired into Egypt. He had 
found means to insinuate himself so well into the 
favour of Ptolemy Philometor and Cleopatra his 
wife, that he was bpcome their favourite, and most 
intimate confidant. He made use of his influence at 
that court to obtain the king’s permission for build¬ 
ing a temple for the Jews in Egypt, like that in Jeru¬ 
salem ; assuring him that that favour would bring the 
whole nation over to his side against Antiochus Epi- 
phanes; at the same time he obtained a grant of the 
high-priesthood to him and his descendants for ever. 
The great difficulty was, to make the Jews accede to 
this innovation; it being forbidden by the law to offer 
sacrifices in any place but fhe temple of Jerusalem* 
He overcame their repugnance, though not without 
difficulty, by a passage in Isaiah, wherein the pro¬ 
phet foretells this event hi these terras:* “ In that 
“ day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the 
“language of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of Hosts; 

‘ 1 Maccab. x. 51—88. * Joseph, contra Appian. 1. ii. 

Isa. six. IS—21. 
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“ the one shall be called the city of the sun, or Helio* 

“ polis. In that day there shall be an altar to the 
“ Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt; and a pillar 
“ at the border thereof to the Lord. Aud it shall be 
“for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of Hosts 
“ in the land of Egypt; for they shall cry unto the 
“ Lord because of the oppressors, and he shall send 
“ them a saviour and a great one, and ha shall deliver 
“ them. And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and 
“ the Egyptians shall knqw the Lord in fltat day, and 
“ shall do sacrifice and obiatjon; yea, they shall vow a 
“ vow unto the Lord, and petform it.” 

The event here foretold by Isaiah*, is one of tbe 
most singular, and at the same time the most re¬ 
mote from all probability. Nothing was more strictly 
forbidden to the Jews, than to offer sacrifices to God 
in any other place than the temple built by his 
order at Jerusalem; consequently how much more, 
to build a temple elsewhere, especially in a land 
polluted with the most gross idolatry, as Egypt was, 
and always at enmity with the people of God? This, 
however, came to pass exactly as^ the prophet Isaiah 
had foretold. I shall not enter into a circumstantial 
exposition of this prophecy, which would carry me 
too far from my subject. 

Alexander Bala/ finding himself in peaceable A.M. 
possession of the crown of Syria, thought he had no- Se¬ 
ttling more to do than to take all the pleasures which An |' 4 g ‘ 
the abundance and power to which he had attained 
would admit. He abandoned himself, therefore, to 
his natural inclination for luxury, idleness, and 
debauchery. He left the care of affairs entirely to 
a favourite named Am mourns. That insolent and 
cruel minion put to death Laodice, the sister of De¬ 
metrius, and widow of Perseus king of Macedonia ,* 
Antigonus, Demetrius’s son, who continued in Syria 

fc Liv. Epit. lib. 1. Justin. 1. xxxv c. 2, Jos. AntiVj. 1. xiii. c. 8. 

1 Maccab. x. 07—89. Diod. in Excerpt. Vales, p. SiO. 
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when the two others were sent to Cnidos: in fine, 
all the persons of the blood-royal whom he could 
find, in order to secure to his master, by that means, 
the possession of the crown which he had usurped by 
an imposture. That conduct soon drew upon both 
the abhorrence of the people. 

Demetrius, the eldest of Demetrius’s sons, was at 
Cnidos, and began to be of an age capable of forming 
and executing plans. When he was advised of this 
aversion of 1 the people, he thought the occasion fa¬ 
vourable for repossessing himself of his right. La- 
sthenes, the friend in wfiose house he lived, procured 
him some companies of Cretans, with which be landed 
in Cilicia. There soon joined him a sufficient num¬ 
ber of malcontents to form an army, with which he 
made himself master of the whole province. Alex¬ 
ander opened his eyes, and quitted his seraglio to ap¬ 
ply himself to his affairs. He left the government of 
Antioch to Hierax and Diodotus, who is also called 
Tryphon, put himself at the head of an army, formed 
of all the troops he could assemble; and upon receiv¬ 
ing advice that Apollonius, governor of Coele-Syria 
and Phoenicia, had declared for Demetrius, he sent 
to demand aid of Ptolemy his father-in-law. 

Apollonius’s first thoughts were to reduce Jona¬ 
than, who persisted in his attachment to Alexander: 
but he was unsuccessful, and in one day he lost above 
eight thousand men. 

Ptolemy Philometor, to whom Alexander had ap¬ 
plied in the extreme danger in which he found him- 
‘ self, came at last to the assistance of his son-in-law, 
and entered Palestine, with a great army. All the 
cities opened their gates to him, according to the 
orders they had received from Alexander to that 
effect. Jonathun came to join him at Joppa, and 
followed him to Ptolemais. Upon his arrival a con¬ 
spiracy was discovered, which had been formed by 
Ammonius, against the life of Philometor. As Alex¬ 
ander refused to deliver up that traitor, he concluded 
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that he had enterecLinto the conspiracy himself, and 
in consequence took his daughter from him, gave her 
to Demetrius, and made a treaty with him, by which 
he engaged to aid him in reascending the throne of 
his father. 

The people of Antioch, who mortally hated Am- 
monius, believed it time to shew their resentment. 

Having discovered him disguised like a woman, 
they sacrificed him to their rage. Not gontent with 
that revenge, they declared against Alexander him¬ 
self, and opened their gates to Ptolemy. They 
would even have set him uJ>on the throne. But 
that prince, assuring them that he was contented 
with his own dominions, instead of accepting that 
offer, recommended to them Demetrius, the lawful 
heir, who accordingly was placed upon the throne 
of his ancestors, and acknowledged by all the inha¬ 
bitants. 

Alexander, who was at that timo in Cilicia, A. M. 
marched with the utmost diligence, and put all to 3859 - 
fire and sword around Antioch. The two armies ' 
came to a battle. Alexander waij defeated, and fled 
with five hundred horse to # Zabdiel, an Arabian 
prince, with whom he had intrusted his children. 
Betrayed by the person in whom he had placed most 
confidence, his head was cut off and sent to Ptolemy, 
who expressed great joy*at the sight of it. That 
joy was of no long duration; for he died some few 7 
days after of a w'ound he had received in the battle. 

Thus Alexander king of Syria, and Ptolemy Philo- 
metor king of Egypt, died at the same time; the 
first after a reign of five ^ears, and the second after 
one of thirty-five. Demetrius, who had attained 
the crown by this victory, assumed the surname of 
Nicator, that is to say, “ the Conqueror.”—The suc¬ 
cession of Egypt was attended with more diffi¬ 
culties. 

He is called Emalcael in the Book of Maccabeei. 

2 A 
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354 


THE HISTORY OT 


A. M. 
38.59. 
Ant..). C 
145. 


Sect. VI. Physcon espouses Cleopatra, and ascends 
the throne of Egypt. Demetrius in Syria aban¬ 
dons himself to all manner of excesses. Dio- 
dotus, surnamed Tryphon, causes Antiochus, the 
son of Alexander Bala, to be proclaimed king of 
Syria ; then kills him, and takes his place. He 
seizes Jonathan by treachery, and puts him to 
death. Demetrius undertakes an expedition 
against the Parthigfs, who take him prisoner. 
Cleopatra his wife espouses Antiochus Sidetes, 
brother of Demetrius, and places him upon the 
throne of Syria. Physcon s excessive follies and 
enormities. Attalus Philometor succeeds Attains 
his uncle , whom he causes to be regretted, by his 
vices. He dies himself after having reigned 
five years, and by his will leaves the Roman 
people heirs to his dominions. Aristonicits seizes 
them. He is overthrown, led in triumph, and put 
to death. 

Cleopatra queen of Egypt, after the death of 
her husband, who was at the same time her bro¬ 
ther, endeavoured to place * the crown upon the 
head of the son she had by him. As he was yet 
very young, others laboured to obtain it for Phy¬ 
scon king of Cyrenaica, the late king’s brother, and 
sent to desire him* to come to Alexandria. Cleo¬ 
patra, thereby reduced to the necessity of taking 
measures for her defence,, caused Onjas and Dosi- 
theus, with an army of Jews, to come to her assist¬ 
ance. There was at that time a Roman ambassador at 
Alexandria, named Thermus, who by his mediation 
accommodated affairs. It was agreed that Physcon 
should marry Cleopatra, and educate her son,.who 
should be declared heir to the crown; and that Phy- 

« Jowpt). ewitr. App. 1. it. Juitin.). sxxtiii. c. 8. V*!. Max* 
1. ix. c. 1. 
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scon should possess it during his life. He had no 
sooner married the queen, and taken possession of 
the crow n, than, on the very day of the nuptials, he 
killed her son in her arms. 

I have already observed, that the surname of Phy - 
scon, given to this prince, was properly a nickname. 
That which he took himself was Euergctes, which 
signifies “the benefactor.” The Alexandrians changed 
it into that of Cacoergetes, that is to ^ay, on the 
contrary, “one who delights in doing harm;” a sur¬ 
name to which he had the jttetest title. 

In Syria* affairs went on lime better. Demetrius, 
a young prince without experience, left every thing 
to Lasthenes, who had procured him the Cretans, by 
whose aid he had ascended the throne. He was a 
corrupt and rash man, and behaved himself so ill, 
that he soon lost his master the hearts of those who 
were most necessary to his support. 

The first wrong step which he took, was in re¬ 
gard to the soldiers, whom Ptolemy, upon his march, 
had put into the maritime places of Phoenicia and 
Syria, to reinforce the garrisons. If he had left 
those garrisons in them, they would have very 
much augmented his forces. Instead of conci¬ 
liating them, or at least of treating them well, 
upon some umbrage which he conceived, he sent 
orders to the troops of Syria who were in the same 
garrisons, to cut the throats of all the Egyptian 
soldiers; which massacre was accordingly executed. 
The army of Egypt, which was still in Syria, and 
had placed him upon the throne, full of just horror 
for such barbarous croelt^, abandoned him immedi¬ 
ately, and returned home. After which he caused the 
strictest search to be made for all those who had taken 
part against himself or his father in the last wars, 
aftd punished with death all that could be found. 
When he believed, after all these executions, that 

* Diod. i» Excerpt. Vales, p. 346. 1 Macfab. Xi. 20—S’?. Jo¬ 
seph. Antiq. 1. xiii. c. 8. 
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he had no longer any enemies ta fear, he broke the 
greatest part of his troops, and kept only his Cretans, 
and some other foreigners, in his service. By that 
means he not only deprived himself of the veteran 
troops who had served under his father, and who, 
as being well affected to him, would have maintained 
him upon the throne, but he rendered them his great¬ 
est enemies, by depriving them of the sole means 
they had to subsist. He found this fully verified in 
the insurrections and revolutions which afterwards 
happened. f 

Jonathan in the me^n time seeing every thing quiet 
in Judaea, fortified the design of delivering the nation 
at length from the evils it suffered from the citadel, 
which the idolatrous Greeks still held in Jerusalem. 
He invested it, and caused machines of war to be 
brought, in order to attack it in form. Demetrius, in 
consequence of the complaints made to him upon that 
occasion, went to Ptolemais, and commanded Jona¬ 
than to attend him there, to give an account of that 
affair. Jonathan gave orders for pushing the siege vi¬ 
gorously in his absence, and set out to meet him with 
some of the priests and principal persons of the nation. 
He carried with him a great quantity of magnificent 
presents, and appeased the king and his ministers so 
successfully, that he not only caused the accusa¬ 
tion which had been formed against him to be re¬ 
jected, but even obtained great honours and new 
marks of favour.. The whole country under his 
government was discharged from all duties, customs, 
and tributes, for the sum of * three hundred talents, 
which he agreed to pay thfc king by way of equiva¬ 
lent. t 

The king being returned to Antioch,' and con¬ 
tinuing to give himself up immoderately to all kind 
of excesses, violence, and cruelty, the people’s pa- 

• Justin. 1. xxxviii. c. ix. 1 Maccab.xi. 39—74. xii. 2t—34. 
Joseph. Antiq. I. xiii. c. 9. Appian. in Syr. p. 132. Epit. Liv. 
J. lii. Strab. 1. xri. p. 732. Diod. in Excerpt. Vale*, p. 34$. 

* Three hundred thousand crowns. 
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tience was entirely exhausted, so that the whole na¬ 
tion was disposed for a general revolt. 

Diodotus, afterwards surnamed Tryphon, who had 
formerly served Alexander, and had shared the go¬ 
vernment of Antioch with Hierax, seeing the peo¬ 
ple in this disposition, found the occasion favourable 
for attempting a bold enterprise, which was to set the 
crown upon his own head, by taking advantage of 
these disorders. He went into Arabia to^Zabdiel, to 
whom the person and education of Antiochus, the 
son of Alexander Bala, had\^en intrusted. He laid 
the state of the affairs of Syria before Jiim, informed 
him of the discontent of the people, and of the 
soldiery in particular, and strongly represented, that 
there could not be a more favourable opportunity for 
setting Antiochus upon the throne of his father. He 
demanded that the young prince should be put into 
his hands, in order that he might enforce his rights. 

His view was to make use of the pretensions of An¬ 
tiochus till he had dethroned Demetrius, and after¬ 
wards to rid himself of the young prince and assume 
the crown himself, as he did.. • Zabdiel, whether 
he penetrated his real design, or did not entirely 
approve his scheme, did not accede to it at first. 
Tryphon was obliged to continue a considerable 
time with him to solicit and press him. At length, 
by force of importunity dV presents, he gained Zab- 
diel’s consent, and obtained what he demanded. 

Jonathan carried on'the siege ofthe citadel of Jeru- a. M. 
salem with vigour: but seeing that he made no pro- 3860. 
gress, he sent deputies tp Demetrius, to desire that C- 
he would withdraw the garrison which he could not 
drive out by force. Demdtrius, who found himself 
involved in great difficulties from the frequent tu¬ 
mults which happened at Antioch, where the peo¬ 
ple had conceived an invincible aversion for his per¬ 
son and government, granted Jonathan all he de¬ 
manded, upon condition that he would send troops 
to chastise the mutineers. Jonathan sent him three 
thousand men immediately. As soon as the king 
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had them, believing himself sufficiently strong to 
undertake every thing, be resolved to disarm tl>e in¬ 
habitants of Antioch, and gave orders accordingly 
that they should all deliver up their arms. Upon 
this they rose, to the number of sixscore thousand 
men, and invested the palace, with design to kill the 
king. The Jews immediately flew to disengage him, 
dispersed the multitude with fire and sword, burnt 
a great par^of the city, and killed or destroyed very 
near a hundred thousand <of the inhabitants. The 
rest, intimidated by sogfeat a misfortune, demand¬ 
ed a peace, which was'granted them; and the tumult 
ceased. The Jews, after having taken this terrible 
revenge for the wrongs which the people of Antioch 
had done to Judaea and Jerusalem, principally during 
the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, returned into their 
country laden with honour and booty. 

Demetrius still continuing his cruelties, tyranny, 
and oppression, put many more persons to death for 
the last sedition, confiscated the estates of others, 
and banished a great number. All his subjects con¬ 
ceived such a hatred and animosity against him, 
that there' wanted nothing but an opportunity for 
displaying it, and making him experience the most 
dreadful effects of their vengeance. 

Notwithstanding the promises lie had made to 
Jonathan, and the great Obligations he had to him 
for the aid which had preserved him, he behaved no 
better towards him 1 than he did to others. Believing 
be could do without him for the future, lie did not 
observe the treaty he had tpade with him. Though 
the sum of three hundred talents had been paid, he 
did not desist from demanding all the usual imposts, 
customs, and tributes, with the same rigour as be¬ 
fore, and with menaces to Jonathan of making war 
upon him if be failed. 

Whilst things were in this unsteady condition, 
Tryphon conducted Antiochus, the son of Alexander, 
into Syria, and caused his pretensions to the crown 
to be declared by a manifesto. The soldiers who 
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had been disbanded by Demetrius, and a great num¬ 
ber of other malcontents, came in crowds to join 
the pretender, and proclaimed him king. They 
marched under his ensigns against Demetrius, defeat¬ 
ed him, and obliged him to retire into Seleucia.— 
They took all his elephants, made themselves ma¬ 
sters of Antioch, placed Antiochus upon the throne of 
the kings of Syria, and gave him the surname of 
Theos, which signifies “ the gods.” 

Jonathan, disgusted #t the ingratifude of De¬ 
metrius, accepted the inv^ption made him by the 
new' king, and engaged in hi>party. Great favours 
were heaped upon him and Simon’his brother.— 
A commission was sent them, whereby they were 
empowered to raise troops for Antiochus through¬ 
out all Ccele-syria and Palestine. Of these troops 
they formed two bodies, with which they acted 
separately, and obtained several victories over the 
enemy. 

Tryphon, f seeing all things brought to the desired 
point for executing the project he had formed of' 
destroying Antiochus, and of possessing himself of 
the crown of Syria, found no other obstacle to his 
design than on the part of Jonathan, whose probity 
he knew too well even to sound him upon entering 
into his views. He resolved therefore to rid himself, 
at any price, of so formidable an enemy; and ac¬ 
cordingly entered Judsea with an army, in order to 
take him and put him to death. Jonathan came 
also to Bethsban at the head of forty thousand men. 
Tryphon perceived that he should get nothing by 
force against so powerful an army. He endeavoured 
therefore to amuse him with fine words, and the 
warmest assurances of a sincere friendship. He gave 
him to understand, that he was come thither only to 
consult him upon their common interests, and to 
put Ptolemais into his hands, which he was resolved 

f 1 Maccab. xii. 39—54. xiii. 1—30. Joseph. Antiq. 1. xiii. 
c. 10, 11. Justin. 1. xxx vi. c. 1. Epit. Liv. 1. !v.. 
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to make him a present of as a t free gift. He de¬ 
ceived him so well by these*protestations of friend¬ 
ship, and obliging offers,_ that he dismissed all his 
troops, except three thousand men, of which he 
kept only one thousand about his person. He sent 
the rest towards Galilee, and followed Tryphon 
to Ptolemais, relying upon the traitor’s oath, that he 
should be pot into possession of it. He had no 
sooner entered the place, than the gates were shut 
upon him. 'Jonathan was immediately seized, and 
all his followers put to t^p sword. Troops were also 
detached directly to ^follow and surprise the two 
thousand men*- who were upon their march to 
Galilee. They had already received advice of what 
had happened to Jonathan and his troops at the 
city of Ptolemais; and having exhorted one another 
to defend themselves well, and to sell their lives as 
dear as possible, the enemy were afraid to attack 
them. They were suffered to proceed, and arrived 
all safe at Jerusalem. 

The affliction there for what had befallen Jonathan 
was extreme. The Jews, however, did not lose 
courage. They chose Simon by universal consent 
for their general, and immediately, by his orders, 
set themselves at work with all possible speed to 
complete the fortifications begun by Jonathan at 
Jerusalem. And when advice came that Tryphon 
approached, Simon marched against him at the head 
of a fine army. „ 

Tryphon did not dare to give him battle, but had 
again recourse to the same artifices which had suc¬ 
ceeded so well with Jonathan. He sent to tell 
Simon, that he had only,, laid Jonathan under an 
arrest, because he owed the king a hundred ta¬ 
lents;* that if he would send him that sum, and 
Jonathan’s two sons as hostages for their father’s fi¬ 
delity, he would cause him to be set at liberty. 
Though Simon saw clearly that this proposal was no 
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more than a feint,, nevertheless, that he might not 
have reason to reproach himself with being the oc¬ 
casion of his brother’s death, by refusing to comply 
with it, he sent him the money and Jonathan’s two 
children. The traitor, notwithstanding, did not re¬ 
lease his prisoner, but returned a second time into 
Judrea, at the head of a greater army than before, 
with design to put all things to fire and sword. 

Simon kept so close to him in all his pi arches and 
countermarches, that he* frustrated his designs, and 
obliged him to retire. V 

Tryphon, on his return iftto winter-quarters in 
the country of (Jalaad, caused Jonathan to be put to 
death; and believing after this that he had nobody 
to fear, gave orders to kill Antiochus secretly. He 
then caused it to be given out that he was dead of 
the stone, and at the same time declared himself 
king of Syria in his stead, and took possession of the 
crown. When Simon was informed of his brother’s 
death, he sent to fetch his bones, interred them in 
the sepulchre of his forefathers at Modin, and erected 
a magnificent monument to his memory. 

* Tryphon passionately desired to be acknowledged A. M. 
by the Romans. His usurpation was so unsteady An 3 t 8 j'' c 
without this, that he perceived plainly this was ab- j' 4 . 3 ' 
solutely necessary to his support. He sent them a 
magnificent embassy, .with a golden statue of Victory 

of ten -thousand pieces of gold in weight. He was 
cheated by the Romans. They accepted the statue, 
and caused the name of Antiochus, whom he had 
assassinated, to be inserted in the inscription, as if 
it had come from him. ' 

The ambassadors sent bySimon to Rome 11 were re¬ 
ceived there much more honourably, and all yhe trea¬ 
ties made with his predecessors were renewed with him. 

Demetrius in the mean time amused himself with 
diversions at Laodicea, ‘ and abandoned himself to 

k Diod. Legal, xxxi. * 1 Maccab. xiv. 16—40. 

* Diod. in Excerpt Vales, p. 353. 1 Maccab. xiii. 34—42. 
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the roost infamous debauches,* without becoming 
more wise from adversity, and without so much as 
seeming to have the least sense of his misfortunes. 
As Tryphon had given the Jews just reason to op¬ 
pose him and his party, Simon sent a crown of gold 
to Demetrius, and ambassadors to treat with him. 
They obtained from that prince a confirmation of the 
high-priesthood and sovereignty to Simon, exemp¬ 
tion from all kind of tributes and imposts, with a 
general amnesty for all past acts of hostility; upon 
condition that the Je^4 should join him against 
Tryphon. 

A.M. Demetrius at length ‘recovered a little from his 
Anf 6 j c lethar Sy u P° n arr ' va l of deputies from the East, 

hi. w ho came to invite him thither. The Parthians, 
having over-run almost the whole East, and subject¬ 
ed all the countries of Asia between the Indus and 
Euphrates, the inhabitants of those countries, who 
were descended from the Macedonians, not being 
able to endure that usurpation and the haughty in¬ 
solence of their new masters, were extremely urgent 
with Demetrius, by repeated embassies, to come and 
put himself at their head; assured him of a general 
insurrection against the Parthians; and promised to 
supply him with a sufficient number of troops to ex¬ 
pel those usurpers, and recover all the provinces of 
the East. Full of these hbpes, he at length under¬ 
took that expedition, and passed the Euphrates, 
leaving Tryphon ih possession of the greatest part 
of Syria. He conceived that, having once made him* 
self master of the East, witj^ that increase of power 
he should be in a better condition to reduce that re¬ 
bel at bis return. 

As soon as he appeared in the East, the Elymeans, 
Persians, and Bactrians, declared in his favour; and 
with their aid he defeated the Parthians in several 

k Justin. 1. xxxvi. c. 1. 1. xxxviii. c. 9. 1. xli. c. 5 & 6. 

I Maccab, xir. 1—49. Joseph. Antiq. 1. xiii. c. 9 —12. Oro- 
sius, 1. v. c. 4. Diod. in Excerpt, Vales, p. 559. Appiwi. in 
Syr. p. 132. 
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engagements: but at lepgth, under pretence of treat¬ 
ing with him, they got him into an ambuscade, where 
he was made prisoner, and his whole army cut in 
pieces. By this blow the empire of the Parthians 
took such firm footing, that it supported itself for 
many ages afterwards, and became the terror of all 
its neighbours, so as to be considered equal even to 
the Romans themselves, as to power in the field and 
reputation for military exploits. 

The king who then reighed over the Parthians was 
Mithridates, son of Priapa^itts, a valiant and wise 
prince. We have seen in what manner Arsaces 
founded this empire, and his son Arsaces II. esta¬ 
blished and confirmed it, by a treaty of peace with 
Antiochus the Great. Priapatius was the son of the 
second Arsaces, and succeeded him; he was called 
also Arsaces, which became the common name of all 
the princes of this race. After having reigned fifteen 
years, he left the crown at his death to his eldest 
son Phraates, and he to Mithridates his brother, in 
preference * to his own children, because he had dis¬ 
covered more merit and capacity* in him for the go¬ 
vernment of the people; convinced that a king, when 
it is in his own power, ought to be more attentive to 
the good of the state than the advancement of his 
own family; and to forget, in some measure, that he 
is a father, to remember* solely that he is a king. 
This Mithridates was that king of the Parthians, into 
whose hands Demetrius had fallen. 

That prince, after having subdued the Medes, 
Elymseans, Persians, anjl Bactrians, extended his 
conquests even into India, beyond the bounds of 
Alexander’s; and when he “had defeated Demetrius, 
subjected also Babylonia and Mesopotamia; so that 
his empire was bounded at that time by the Euphra¬ 
tes on the west, and the Ganges on the east. 

Non trmlid post deceuit, mullis Jtliit reiictii; quibus preiertiia, 
fratri potissumm Mithridati , insignia virlutis viro, rtliquit impt- 
rivm: plus regio qustm patrio deberi nomini ratus, poiiusque patria 
fudm Hbtri* tormindum, Jim tin. 
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He carried Demetrius his prisoner into all the pro¬ 
vinces that still adhered to the king of Syria, with 
the view of inducing them to submit to him, by 
shewing them the person they had looked upon as 
their deliverer, reduced to so low and shameful a 
condition. After that, he treated him as a king, sent 
him into Hyrcania, which was assigned him for his 
place of residence, and gave him his daughter Rho- 
doguna in marriage. However, he was always re¬ 
garded as a prisoner of wa*; though in other respects 
he had all the liberty t\At could be granted him in 
that condition.,. His ?on Phraates, who succeeded 
him, treated him in the same manner. 

It is observed particularly of this Mithridates, that 
having subjected several different nations, he took 
from each of them whatever was best in their laws 
and customs, and out of them composed an excel¬ 
lent body of law's and maxims of state, for the go¬ 
vernment of his empire. This was making a glo¬ 
rious use of his victories; by so much the more laud¬ 
able, as it is uncommon and almost unheard-of, for 
a victor to be more intent upon gaining improvement 
from the wise customs of conquered nations, than 
upon enriching himself out of their spoils. It was by 
this means that Mithridates established the empire 
of the Partisans upon solid foundations, gave it a firm 
consistency, effectually attached the conquered pro¬ 
vinces to it, and united them into one monarchy, 
which subsisted m&ny ages without change or revo¬ 
lution, notwithstanding the diversity of nations of 
which it was composed, l^e may be looked upon 
as the Numa of the Parthians, who taught that war¬ 
like nation to temper a savage valour with discipline, 
and to blend the wise authority of laws with the blind 
force of arms. 

At this time happened a considerable change in 
the affairs of the Jewish nation. They had con¬ 
tended long with incredible efforts against the kings 
of Syria, not only for the defence of their liberty, but 
the preservation of their religion. They thought it 
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incumbent on them*to tpke advantage of the favour¬ 
able opportunity of the king of Syria’s captivity, and 
of the civil wars with which that empire was continu¬ 
ally torn, to secure both the one and the other. In a 
general assembly of the priests, the elders, and the 
whole people of Jerusalem, Simon was chosen gene¬ 
ral, to whose family they had most essential obliga¬ 
tions, and they gave him the government with the title 
of sovereign, as well as that of high-priest; and de¬ 
clared this double power,scivil and sacerdotal, here¬ 
ditary in his family. ’ TheseHwo titles had been con¬ 
ferred on him by Demetrius, htit limited to his per¬ 
son. After his death, both dignities descended jointly 
to his posterity, and continued united for many gene¬ 
rations. 

When queen Cleopatra saw her husband taken a. M. 
and kept prisoner by the Parthians, she shut herself 3804. 
up with her children in Seieucia, where many of 
Tryphon’s soldiers came over to her party. That 
man, who was naturally brutal and cruel, had in¬ 
dustriously concealed those defects under appearances 
of lenity and goodness, as long as he believed it ne¬ 
cessary to please the people, in order to be successful 
in his ambitious designs. When he saw himself in 
possession of the crown, he quitted an assumed cha¬ 
racter that laid, him under too much constraint, and 
gave himself up entirely* to his bad inclinations. 

Many therefore abandoned him, and came over in no 
inconsiderable numbers to Cleopatfa. These deser¬ 
tions did not, however, sufficiently augment her party 
to put her into a condition to support herself. She 
was also afraid, lest the 'people of Seieucia should 
choose rather to give her op to Tryphon, than sup¬ 
port a siege out of affection for her person. She 
therefore sent proposals to Antiochus Sidetes, Deme¬ 
trius’s brother, for uniting their forces; and promised 
on that condition to marry him, and procure him the 
crown. For when she was informed that Demetrius 
had married ilhodoguna, she was so much enraged 
that she no longer observed any measures, and r«- 
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solved to seek support in p. new marriage. Her 
children were’ yet too young to support the weight of 
a tottering crown, and she was not of a character 
to pay much regard to their rights. As Antioehua, 
therefore, was the next heir to the crown after them, 
she fixed upon him, and took him for her husband. 

This Antiochus was the second son of Demetrius 
Soter, and had been sent to Cnidus with his bro¬ 
ther Demetrius, during the war between their fa¬ 
ther and Alexander Bala^to secure them against the 
revolutions he apprehended, and which actually hap¬ 
pened, as ha? been faid before. Having accepted 
Cleopatra’s offers, he assumed the title of king of 
Syria. 

He wrote a letter to Simon, ' wherein he com¬ 
plained of Trypbon’s unjust usurpation, for which he 
promised to take speedy vengeance. To engage him 
in bis interests, he made him great concessions, and 
gave him hopes of much greater when he should 
ascend the throne. 

A. M. And in fact, in the beginning of the following year, 
Am J 5 C ^ mft de a descenuinto Syria with an army of foreign 
)39i ' ’ troops, which he had taken into his pay in Greece, 
Asia Minor, and the islands; and after having 
espoused Cleopatra, and joined what troops she had 
with bis own, he took the held, and marched against 
Trypbon. The greatest psfrt of that usurper’s troops, 
weary of his tyranny, abandoned him, and came over 
to the army of Antiochus, which amounted^!- that 
time to a hundred-and-twenty thousand foot, and 
eight thousand horse, 

Trypbon could not maite bead against him, and 
retired to Dora, a city in the neighbourhood of 
Ptolemais in Phoenicia. Antiochus besieged him 
there by sea and land with all bis forces. Tie {dace 
could not hold out long against so powerfii an army. 
Trypbon escaped by sea to Grthosia, another mari¬ 
time city of Phoenicia, and from thence proceeding 

* Ma^cab. xv. I—41. xvL 1—10. Joseph. Aiftkp 1. till, 
a 12 It is. 
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to Apamea, where he itpa born, be was there taken 
and put to dea,th. Antiochus thus terminated the 
usurpation, and ascended bis father’s throne, which 
he possessed nine years. His passion for hunting 
occasioned his being called Sidetes, or “ the hunter,” 
from the word “ Zidah,” which has the same signifi¬ 
cation in the Syriac language. 

Simon, established in the government of Judaea 
by the general consent of the nation, thought it ne¬ 
cessary to send ambassadors to Rome, in order to his 
being acknowledged under what title, dnd to renew 
the ancient treaties. They we?e very jreil received, 
and obtai all they lesired. The senate, in con¬ 
sequence, caiued the consul Piso to write to Pto¬ 
lemy king of Egypt, Attalus king of Pergamus, Ari- 
arathes king of Cappadocia, * Demetrius king of 
Syria, Mithridates king of the Parthians, and to all 
the states of Greece, Asia Minor, and the islands, 
with whom the Romans were in alliance, to notify 
to them, that the Jews were their friends and allies, 
and that consequently they should not undertake any 
riling to their prejudice. . 

As Anriocbna had granted Simon so advantageous 
an alliance solely from the necessity of his present 
circun stances, and contrary to the interests of the 
state, as well as to the policy of his predecessors, 
the letter from the Romans did not prevent him 
ftom declaring against Simon, notwithstanding all 
the magnificent promises he had tnide him, and front 
sending troops into Judasa, under the command of 
Cendebmus, who was overthrown in a battle by 
Judas and John, the sons of Simon. 

Physcon had reigned seven years in Egypt* His- M. 
tory relates nothing of him, during all that time, but Ant j ^ 
monstrous vices sad detestable cruelties. Never was m.’ 

* 

■ Justin. 1. jucxviH. c. 8. Diod. in Excerpt. Vale*, p. 301. 

Athen. I. iv. p. 184. & 1. vi. p. 252. Val. Ms*. 1. ix. c. 1,2. 

* This letter was addressed to Demetrius, though prisoner 
amongst the Parthians, because the Romans had neither acknow¬ 
ledged Antiochus Sidetss nor lYyphon. 
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there a prince so abandoned „to excesses, and at the 
same time so cruel and sanguinary. All the rest of 
bis conduct was as contemptible as his vices were 
enormous; for he both said and acted in public the 
extravagances of an infant, by which he drew upon 
himself both the contempt and abhorrence of his 
subjects. Without Hierax, his first minister, he 
had infallibly been dethroned. This Hierax was a 
native of Antioch, and was the same to whom, in 
the reign of Alexander Bala, the government of that 
city had been given in*conjunction with Diodotus, 
afterwards surnamed Tryphon. After the revolution 
which happened in Syria, he retired into Egypt, en¬ 
tered into the service of Ptolemy Physcon, and soon 
became his captain-general and prime minister. As 
he was valiant in the field and able in council, by 
causing the troops to be well paid, and amending 
the faults which his master committed, by a wise 
and equitable government, and by preventing or re¬ 
dressing them as much as possible, he had been till 
then so. fortunate, as to support the tranquillity of the 
state. >, 

A. M. But in the following years, whether Hierax was 

3868, dead, or the prudence and ability of that minister 

Tse. L were no l° n ? er capable of restraining the folly of this 
prince, the affairs of Egypt went on worse than ever. 
Physcon, without any reason, caused the greatest 
part of those to be put to death, who had expressed 
the most zeal in ^procuring him the crown after his 
brother’s death, and maintaining it upon his head. 
Atheomus places Hierax in this number; but with¬ 
out mentioning the time. He also put to death, 
or at least banished, most of those who had been in 
favour with Philometor his brother, or had only held 
employments daring his reign; and by permitting 
his foreign troops , to plunder and murder at'discre¬ 
tion, he terrified Alexandria so much, that the 
:greatest part of the inhabitants, to avoid his cruelty, 
thought it necessary to retire into foreign-countries, 
and the city remained almost a desert. To supply 
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their places, when he perceived that nothing re¬ 
mained but empty houses, he caused proclamation to 
be made in all the neighbouring countries, that who¬ 
soever would come and settle there, of whatsoever 
nation they were, should meet with the greatest 
encouragement and advantages. There were consi¬ 
derable numbers whom this proposal suited very 
well : the houses that had been abandoned were 
given to them, and all the rights, privileges and im¬ 
munities granted them, which had been‘enjoyed by 
the ancient inhabitants ; B\this means the city was 
repeopled. « 

As amongst those who had quitted Alexandria, 
there was a great number of grammarians, philo¬ 
sophers, geometricians, physicians, musicians, and 
other masters in the liberal sciences, it happened 
from thence, that the polite arts and sciences began 
to revive in Greece, Asia Minor, and the islands; 
in a word, in every place whither these illustrious 
fugitives carried them. The continual wars be¬ 
tween the successors of Alexander, had almost ex¬ 
tinguished the sciences in all those countries; and 
they would have been entirely lost in those times 
of confusion, if they had not found protection under 
the Ptolemies at Alexandria. The first of those 
princes, by founding his Muaaeum for the entertain- 
' ment of the learned, anjJ erecting his fine library, 
had drawn about him almost all the learned men of 
Greece. The second and third following the founder’s 
steps in that respect, Alexandria became the principal 
city in the world where the liberal'arts and sciences 
were most cultivated, whilst they were almost abso¬ 
lutely neglected every whei;e else. Most of the in¬ 
habitants of that great city studied or professed 
some or other of those polite arts, in which they had 
been instructed, in their youth. So that when the. 
cruelty and oppression of the tyrant, of whom I 
speak, obliged them to take refuge in foreign coun¬ 
tries, their most general recourse for subsistence was 
to make it their business to teach what they knew. 

VOL. vii. ^ B 
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They opened schools for that purpose; and as they 
were pressed by necessity/ they taught at a low 
price, which very much increased the number of 
their disciples. By this means the arts and sciences 
began to revive, wherever they were dispersed; that 
is to say, throughout what we call the whole East, 
exactly in the same manner as they took new birth 
in the West, after the capture of Constantinople by 
the Turks. 

Much about the time that strangers came in-crowds 
to " repeople Alexandria P. Scipio Africanus the 
Younger, Sp. Mumqyus, and L. Metellus, arrived 
there as ambassadors from Rome. It was a maxim 
with the Romans to send frequent embassies to their 
allies, in order to take cognizance of their affairs, and 
to accommodate their differences. It was with this 
view, that three of the greatest persons in the state 
were sent at this time into Egypt. They had orders 
to go into Egypt, Syria, Asia, and Greece; and to 
see in what condition the affairs of those countries 
were; to examine in what manner the treaties made 
with them were observed ; and to remedy whatever 
they should find ‘amiss. They acquitted them¬ 
selves of this commission with so much equity, jus¬ 
tice, and address; and rendered such great services 
to those to whom they were sent, in restoring order 
amongst them, and in accommodating their differ¬ 
ences ; that, as soon as they returned to Rome, am¬ 
bassadors came from all parts through which they 
had passed, to return the senate thanks, for having 
sent amongst them persons of such extraordinary 
merit, and whose wisdom and goodness &hey could 
never sufficiently admire. t 

The first place they went to, according to their 
instructions, was Alexandria. The king received 
them there with great magnificence. As to them¬ 
selves, they affected state so little, that at their entry, 

“Crc. Hi SsfnD. Scip, Athen. 1. vi. p. 273, & Lxii. p. 540. 
VW. Max. L tv. c. 3. Xfad. iMgst. gkxii. 
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Scipio, who was the greatest personage of Rome, had 
only one friend with him, which was Pansetius the 
philosopher, and five domestics. * Not his do¬ 
mestics, (says an historian,) but his victories, were 
considered: he was not esteemed for his gold or his 
silver, but for his personal virtues and qualities. 
Though during their whole residence at Alexandria, 
the king caused them to be served with whatever wAs 
most delicate and exquisite, they never touched any 
thing but the most simplaand common meats; de¬ 
spising all the rest, hs servk\» only to enervate the 
mind as well as the body. 9o great, even at that 
time, were the moderation and temperance of the 
Romans; but luxury and pomp quickly assumed 
their place. 

When the ambassadors had fully viewed Alexan¬ 
dria, and regulated the affairs which brought them 
thither, they went up the Nile to visit Memphis and 
the other parts of Egypt. They saw with their 
own eyes, or by statements drawn up upon the spot, 
die infinite number of cities, and the prodigious 
multitude of inhabitants, contained in that kingdom ; 
the strength of its natural situation; the fertility of 
its soil, and all the other advantages it enjoyed. 
They found that it wanted nothing to render it 
powerful and formidable, but a prince of capacity 
and application; for Physcon, who then reigned, 
was nothing less than a king. Nothing was so 
wretched as the idea he gave them of himself in all 
the audiences they had of him. Of his cruelty, 
luxury, barbarity, and other vices, 1 have already 
made mention, and shall* be obliged to give further 
proofs of them in the sequel. The deformity of hie 
^ body sufficiently corresponded with that of his 

-1 Cum per tocios et exteras gentes iter facertt, non mmeipia sed 
victories mtmerabantur; nee quantum auri et argenti, sed quantum 
ompfitudmis onus team ferret, astimabatvr . Vaj. Max. 

+ &udm cruentus civibus, tam ridiculus Romanis futt. arat en m 
etrmitu defomis, et status* brevis, et sagind ventns non homM sed. 
beliua timilis, Suam faditatem nimia subtibtas permaaa vet i 
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mind: nothing more hideous was ever seen. His 
stature was of the smallest?, and with that he had a 
belly of so enormous a size, that there was no man 
could embrace him in his arms. This largeness of 
his belly occasioned his being called by the nick-name 
of “ Physcon.” Upon this wretched person he wore 
so transparent a stuff that all his deformity might be 
seen through it. He never appeared in public but in 
a chariot, not being able to carry the load of flesh, 
which was‘the fruit of hi^ intemperance, unless when 
he walked with Scipior So that the latter, turning 
towards Panaetius, tdd him in his ear, smiling “ The 
“ Alexandriahs are obliged to us for seeing their king 
“ walk on foot.” 

We must confess, to the reproach of royalty, that 
most of the kings of whom we now speak, dis¬ 
honoured not only the throne, but even human na¬ 
ture itself, by the' most horrid vices. It is dread¬ 
ful to see, in that long list of kings whose history we 
have related, how few there are who deserve that 
name. What comparison is there betw een those mon¬ 
sters of dissoluteness and cruelty, and Scipio Africa- 
nus, one of the three Roman ambassadors, who was 
a prodigy of wisdom and virtue, as far as they could 
be found amongst the Pagans. Justin accordingly 
say6 of him, that whilst he visited and considered with 
curiosity the rarities of Alexandria, he was himself a 
sight to the whole city. Dum inspirit urbem, ipse 
spectaculo Alexandrinis fuit. 

A. M. Attains, king of Pergamus, died 0 about the time of 
3866 . which we no w speak. His nephew, who bore the same 
An i's8 C name > an d was also called Fhilometor, succeeded him. 
As the latter was very young when his father Eu- 

augebat, prorius quasi astu intpicitnda praberentur, qua omni studio 
occuitanda pudibundo viro erant. Justin. 1. viii. c. 8. 

Athaiueua says, tgtrji (krjSeKOTs stt$(, h /mj Stuvlwya. 
Which the interpreter translates, Pedibus ills nunquam ex regia 
prodibat, ted perpetuo Scipione subnixus; instead of nisi propter 
Seipionem. . • 

0 Jqstin. k-xxxvi.c. 4, Strab. 1. xiii. p. 624. Plut, inDemet. 
p, Diod. in Excerpt. Vales, p. 370. 
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menes died, he had been under the tuition of his 
jincle, to whom the crown was also left by the will 
of Eumenes. Attalus gave his nephew the best 
education he could, and at his death bequeathed the 
throne to him, though .he had sons of his own; a pro¬ 
ceeding as rare as it was laudable; most princes 
thinking no less of transferring their crowns to their 
posterity, than of preserving them to themselves 
during their lives. 

This prince’s death was^ymisfortune to the king¬ 
dom of Pergamus. Philometty governed it in the 
most extravagant and pernicious manner. He was 
scarce upon the throne before he stained it with the 
blood of his nearest relations, and the best friends 
of his family. He caused almost all who had served 
his father and uncle with extreme fidelity, to be 
murdered, under pretence that some of them had 
killed his mother Stratonice, who died of disease 
in a very advanced age, and others his wife Bere¬ 
nice, who died of an incurable distemper, with 
which she had been seized very naturally. He put 
others also to death upon suspicions entirely frivo¬ 
lous; and with them, their wives, children, and 
whole families. He caused these executions to be 
committed by foreign troops, whom he had expressly 
sent for from the most savage and cruel nations, to 
make them the instruments of his enormous bar¬ 
barity. , 

After having massacred and sacrificed to his fury, 
in this manner, the most deserving persons of his 
kingdom, he ceased to shew himself abroad. He ap¬ 
peared no more in the city, and ate no longer in pub¬ 
lic. He put on old clothes,‘let his beard grow with¬ 
out taking any care of it, and did every thing which 
persons accused of capital offences used to do in those 
days, as if he intended thereby to acknowledge the 
crimes which he had just perpetrated. 

From hence he proceeded to other species of folly. 
He renounced the cares of state, and retired into bis 
garden, and engaged in digging the ground himself, 
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and then sowed all sorts of venomous, as well as 
wholesome herbs; then poisoning the good with the 
juicfe of the bad, he sent them in that manner as pre¬ 
sents to his friends. He passed all the rest of his reign 
in cruel extravagances of the like nature, which, hap¬ 
pily for his subjects, was of no long duration, for it 
lasted only five years. 

He had taken it into his head to practise the trade 
of a founder, and formed the model of a monument 
of brass to be erected to,>1s mother. Whilst he was 
at work in casting the metal, on a hot summer’s day, 
A. M. he was seized with a tever, which carried him off in 
3871. seven days, and freed his subjects from an abomi- 
, n ] t ' 33 '_ nable tyrant. 

He had made a will, by which he appointed the 
Roman people his heirs. Eudemus of Pergamus 
carried this will to Rome. The principal article was 
expressed in these terms, p LET THE ROMAN 
PEOPLE INHERIT ALL MY EFFECTS. As 
soon as it was read, Tiberius Gracchus, tribune of 
the people, always attentive to conciliate their favour, 
took hold of the occasion; and ascending the tri¬ 
bunal, proposed a law to this effect: That all the 
ready money which should arise from the suc¬ 
cession to this prince, should be distributed amongst 
the poor citizens, who should be sent as colonies 
into the country bequeathed to the Roman people, 
in order that they might have wherewithal to sup¬ 
port themselves m their new possessions, and to 
supply them with the tools and other things neces¬ 
sary in agriculture. He added, that as to the cities 
and lands, which were under that prince’s govern¬ 
ment, the senate had no right to pass any decrbe 
in regard to them, and that he should leave die 
disposal of them to the people; which extremely 
offended the senate. That tribune was killed some 
small time after. 

f Plat, in G^acch. Flor. 1. ii. c. 20, Justin. 1. xxxvi. c, 4, & 
JOntvii. e. i. Veil. Paierc. i. ii. c. 4. Strab. 1. xiv. p. 646. 
Oroa.1. r. o, 8— JO. Eutrop, 1. iv. Val. Max. L iii. c. 2. 
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Aristonicus, however, who reported himself of A.M. 
the blood royal, was actively employed in preparing 3872 - 
to take possession of Attalus’s dominions. He was 132 .' * 
indeed the son of Eumenes, but by a courtezan. He 
easily engaged the majority of the cities in his party, 
because they had been long accustomed to the go¬ 
vernment of kings. Some cities, through fear of the 
Romans, refused at first to acknowledge him, but were 
compelled to it by force. 

As his party grew stronger every day,’the Romans A. M. 
sent the consul Lidinius Crassus against him. It Al ^ t 8 j 3 ' c 
was observed of this general* that he was so per- jjj' 
fectly master of all the dialects of the'Greek tongue, 
which in a manner formed five different languages, 
that he pronounced his decrees according to the par¬ 
ticular idiom of those who pleaded before him, which 
made him very agreeable to all the states of Asia 
Minor. All the neighbouring princes in alliance 
with the Roman people, the kings of Bithynia, Pon- 
tus, Cappadocia, and Paphlagonia, joined him with 
their troops. _ 

Notwithstanding such powerlpl supports, having A. M. 
engaged in a battle with disadvantage, his army, which 
he commanded then in quality of proconsul, was de- jg 0i 
feated, and himself made prisoner. He avoided the 
shame of being put into the victor’s hands, by a volun¬ 
tary death. His head was carried to Aristonicus, who 
caused his body to be interred at Smyrna. 

The consul Perpenna, who had^ucceeded Crassus, 
soon revenged his death. Having made all haste 
into Asia, he gave Aristonicus battle, entirely routed 
his army, besieged him soon after in Stratonice, and 
at length made him prisoner. AU Phrygia submitted 
to the Romans. 

He sent Aristonicus to Rome, in the fleet which A. M. 
he loaded with Attalus’s treasures. Manius Aquilius, ^ j ^ 
who had lately been elected consul, was hastening to 129< 
take his place, in order to put an end to this war, 
and deprive hint) of the honour of a triumph. He 
found Aristonicus set’out; and some time after, Per- 
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penna, who had begun his journey, died of a disease 
at Pergamus. Aquilius sooh terminated this war, 
which had continued almost four years. Lydia, 
Caria, the Hellespont, Phrygia, in a word, all that 
composed the kingdom of Attalus, was reduced into 
a province of the Roman empire, under the common 
name of Asia. 

The senate had decreed, that the city of Phocasa, 
which had declared against the Romans, as well in 
this last war as in that against Antiochus, should 
be destroyed. The inhabitants 'of Marseilles, which 
was a colony of Phoesea, moved as much with the 
danger of theif founders as if the fate of their own 
city had been in question, sent deputies to Rome, 
to implore the clemency of the senate and people in 
their favour. Just as their indignation was against 
Phoesea, they could not refuse to pardon it, in consi¬ 
deration of the ardent solicitations of a people, whom 
they bad always held in the highest consideration, 
and who rendered themselves still more worthy ot it, 
by the tender concern and gratitude they expressed 
for their forefathers^and founders. 

Phrygia Major was granted to Mithridates Euer- 
getes, king of Pontus, in reward for the aid he had 
given the Romans in that war. Rut after his death 
they dispossessed his s< ; s the Great, of 

it, and declared it free. 

Ariarathes, king of ( ?ho died during 

this war, had left isix >me, to reward 

in the sons the servic uer, added Ly- 

caonia and Cilicia to their dominions. They found 
in queen Laodice not the tenderness of a parent, but 
the cruelty of a step-mother. To secure all authority 
to herself, she poisoned five of her children; and the 
sixth would have shared the same fate, if his relations 
had not taken him out of the murderous hands of that 
Megsera on whose crimes the people soon took ven¬ 
geance by a violent death. 

, Manius Atjuilius, at his return to Rome, received 
Ant j!‘c. honour of a triumph. Aristonicus, after having 
120 . 
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been shewn there for a sight to the people, was car¬ 
ried to prison, where he was strangled. Such were 
the consequences of king Attalus’s will. 

Mithridates, in a letter which he wrote afterwards 
to Arsaces, king of Parthia, accuses the Romans of 
having * forged a false will of . Attalus’s, in order to 
deprive Aristonicus, the son of Eumenes, of his fa¬ 
ther’s kingdom, which appertained to him of right: 
but it is an avowed enemy who charges them with this. 
It is more surprising that Horace, in one of his odes, 
seems to make the Roman people the same reproach, 

. and to insinuate that they had sfttained the succession 
by fraud: 


’ Neque Attali 

Ignotus hares .regiam occupavi. 

Nor have I seiz’d, an heir unbimn, 

The Phrygian's kingdom for my own. 

However, there remains no trace in history of any 
secret intrigue or solicitation to # that effect on the 
side of the Romans. 

I thought it proper to relate all the consequences 
of this will without interruption. I shall now resume 
the thread of my history. 

1 Hor. Od. xviii. 1. ii. 1,5. 

* Simulato impio testamnto, filium ejus /Eumenis) Amtonicum, 
quia patrium regnum petiveral, hostium more per triumphum dux ere, 
Apud Sallust, in Fragm. 
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Sect. V. Antiochus Sidetes besieges John Hyrcanus 
in Jerusalem. That city surrenders by capitula¬ 
tion. He makes war against the Parthians, and 
perishes in it. Phraatcs, king of the Parthians , 
defeated in his turn by the Scythians. Physcon 
commits horrid cruelties in Egypt. A general 
revolt obliges him to quit it. Cleopatra, his first 
wife, is replaced uponf he throne. She implores 
aid of Demetrius, and is soon reduced to leave 
Egypt. Pfiyscon Returns thither, and re-ascends 
the throne. By his means Zebina dethrones De¬ 
metrius, who is soon after killed. The kingdom 
is divided between Cleopatra, the wife of Deme¬ 
trius, and Zebina. The latter is defeated and 
killed. Antiochus Grypus ascends the throne of 
Syria. The famous Mithridates begins to reign 
in Pontus. Physcon's death. 

A, M. Simon having been slain' by treachery, with two of 
3369. his sons, John, another of them, surnamed Hyrcanus, 
^135 ^ was P roc l a i me d high-priest and prince of the Jews in 
his father s stead. Here ends the history of the Mac¬ 
cabees. 

Antiochus Sidetes, king of Syria, made all pos¬ 
sible haste to take the advantage which the de^th 
of Simon gave him, and advanced at the head of a 
powerful army to'reduce Judaea, and unite it to 
the empire of Syria. Hyrcanus was obliged to shut 
himself up in Jerusalem, \bere he sustained a long 
siege with incredible valour. Reduced at length to 
the last extremity for waYit of provisions, he caused 
proposals of peace to be made to the king. His 
condition was not unknown in the camp. Those 
who were about the king’s person pressed him 
to take advantage of the present occasion for exter- 


* 1 Maccab. xvi. Joseph. Antiq. 1. xiii. c. 10. Diod. Eclog. i. 
,p.901. 
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initiating the Jewish nation. They represented to 
him (recurring to past ages), that they had been 
driven out of Egypt as impious wretches, hated by 
the gods, and abhorred by men; that they were ene¬ 
mies to all the rest of mankind, as they had no com¬ 
munication with any but those of their own sect, 
and would neither eat, drink, nor have any fami¬ 
liarity with other people; that they did not adore the 
same gods; that they had laws, customs, and a re¬ 
ligion entirely different freqj that of all other, nations; 
that therefore they well deserved to be treated by 
other nations with equal contempt, .and to be ren¬ 
dered hatred for hatred ; and that all people ought 
to unite in extirpating them. Diodorus Siculus, as 
well as Josephus, says, that it was from the pure 


effect of the generosity and clemency of Antiochus, 
that the Jewish nation was not entirely destroyed on 
this occasion. 


He was well pleased to enter into a treaty with 
Hyrcanus. It was agreed that the besieged should 
surrender their arms; that the fortifications of Jeru¬ 
salem should be demolished; »and that a tribute 


should be paid to the king for Joppa, and for the 
other cities which the Jews had out of Judasa: and 


peace w'as concluded upon these conditions. An¬ 
tiochus also demanded that the citadel of Jerusalem 


should be rebuilt, and ^vould have put a garrison 
into it; but Hyrcanus would not consent to that, 
upon account of the miseries which the nation had 
suffered from the garrison of the former citadel, and 
chose-rather to pay the king the sum of 11 five hundred 
talents, which he demanded as an equivalent. The 
capitulation was execute’d, and for those articles 
which could not be immediately fulfilled, hostages were 
given, amongst whom was a brother of Hyrcanus. 

Scipio Africanus the younger, having gone c to ^M. 
command in Spain, during the war with Numantia, Ant j c 
Antiochus Sidetes sent him rich and magnificent 13 *. 


‘ Five hundred thwand crwrw. 


« Epit. Lir. 1. ivii. 
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presents. Some generals wpuld have appropriated 
them to their own use. Scipio received them in 
public, sitting upon his tribunal in the view of the 
whole army, and gave orders that they should be de¬ 
livered to the quaestor, * to be applied in rewarding 
the officers and soldiers who should distinguish them¬ 
selves in the service. By such conduct a generous 
and noble-soul is known. 


A. M. Demetrius Nicator d had been kept many years 
3873 . in captivity by the Parthips in Hyrcania, where he 
AntJ. C. wan t ec | nothing except liberty, without which all else 
is misery. He. had made several attempts to obtain 
it, and to return into his own kingdom, but always 
without success. He was twice retaken in the midst 


of his flight, and punished only with being carried 
back to the place of his confinement, where he was 
guarded with more care, but always treated with the 
same magnificence. This was not the effect of mere 
goodness and clemency in the Parthians; interest 
had some share in it. They had views of making 
themselves masters of the kingdom of Syria, however 
remote they were, and waited a favourable opportu¬ 
nity, when, under colour of going to re-establish De¬ 
metrius upon his throne, they might take possession 
of it for themselves. 


Antiochus Sidetes, whether apprised of this de¬ 
sign or not, thought proper to prevent it, and 
marched against Phraates at the head of a formidable 
army. The Parthikns’ late usurpation of the richest 
and finest provinces of the East, which his ancestors 
had always possessed from .the time of Alexander, 
was a strong inducement to him for uniting all his 
forces for their expulsion. ‘His army consisted of up¬ 
wards of fourscore thousand men, well armed and 
disciplined. But the train of luxury had added to it 


4 Justin. 1. xxxviii. c. 9. & 10. 1. xxxix. c.l Oros. 1. r. c. I. 
Valer. Max. 1. is. c.l. Atben. l.v. p. 210. & lx. p. 439. & 
L xu. p. 540. Joseph. Antiq. xiii. c. 16. Appian. in Syr. 
p. IS2. 

* The’quaestor was the treasurer of the army. ’ 
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so great a multitude of sutlers, cooks, pastry-cooks, 
confectioners, actors, musicians, and infamous wo¬ 
men, that they were almost four times as many as 
the soldiers, for they were reckoned to amount to 
about three hundred thousand. There may be some 
exaggeration in this account, but, if two-thirds were 
deducted, there would still remain a numerous train 
of useless mouths. The luxury of the camp was in 
proportion to the number of those that administered 
to it. * Gold and silver.flittered in all parts, even 
upon the boots of the private soldiers. The instru¬ 
ments and utensils of tire kitchen were silver, as 
if they had been marching to a feast, and not to a 
war. 

Antiochus had great success at first. He beat 
Phraates in three battles, and retook Babylonia and 
Media. All the provinces of the East, which had 
formerly appertained to the Syrian empire, threw off 
the Parthian yoke, and submitted to him, except 
Parthia itselfj where Phraates found himself re¬ 
duced within the narrow bounds of his ancient 
kingdom. Hyrcanus, prince of the Jews, accom¬ 
panied Antiochus-in this expedition, and having 
had his share in all these victories, returned home 
laden with glory, at the end of the campaign and 
the year. 

The rest of the army passed the winter in the 
East. The prodigious number of the troops, in¬ 
cluding the train before mentioned, obliged them 
to separate, and to remove so far from ‘each other 
that they could not easily rejoin and form one body 
in case of an attack. The inhabitants, whom they 
plundered extremely in their quarters, to be revenged 
upon them, and to get rid of troublesome guests 
whom: nothing could satisfy, conspired with the Par- 
thians to massacre them all in one day in their 

* Argenti aurique tantum, ut etiarn gregarii militcs culigas auro 
figerenl, procukarentque materiam, cujus ((more popv.li ferro dimi- 
cant. Culinarum quoque argeruea inslrumentafuere, quasi ad epulas 
non ad bella pergerent. Justin. 


A.M. 
3874.. 
Ant. J. C 
• 130. 
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quarters, without giving tb$m time to assemble ; 
which was accordingly executed. Antiochus, who 
had kept a body of troops always about his person, 
inarched to assist the quarters nearest him, but was 
overpowered by numbers, and perished himself. AH 
the rest of the army were either massacred in their 
quarters the same day, or made prisoners; so that 
out of so great a multitude, scarce any escaped to 
carry the sad news of this slaughter into Syria. 

It occasioned great grjpf and consternation there. 
The death of Antiochus, a prince estimable for 
many excellent qualities, was particularly lamented. 
Plutarch * relates a saying of his very much to his 
honour. One day, having lost himself a-hunting, 
and being alone, he retired into the cottage of some 
poor people, who received him in the best manner 
they could, without knowing him. At supper, 
having himself turned the conversation upon the 
person and conduct of the king, they said, that he 
was in every thing else a good prince, but that his 
too great passion for hunting made him neglect the 
affairs of his kingdom, and repose too much con¬ 
fidence in his courtiers, whose actions did not al¬ 
ways correspond with the goodness of his intentions. 
Antiochus made no answer at that time. The next 
day, upon the arrival of his train at the cottage, he 
was known. He repeated* to his officers what had 
passed the evening before, and told them by way of 
reproach, “ Since I have taken you into my service, 
“ I have not heard the truth concerning myself till 
“ yesterday.” r 

Phraates, thrice beaten by Antiochus, had at last 
released Demetrius, and sent him back into Syria 
with a body of troops, in hopes that his return would 
occasion such troubles as would compel Antiochus 
to follow him. But after the massacre, he detached 
a party of horse to retake him. Demetrius, who 
apprehended a countermand of that nature, had 

Plot, in ApophAegE*. p.SS4l 
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marched with so much diligence, that he had already 
passed the Euphrates before that party arrived upon 
the frontier. In this manner he recovered his do* 
minions, and made great rejoicings upon that occa* 
sion ; whilst all the rest of Syria were in tears, de¬ 
ploring the loss of the army, in which few families had 
not some near relation. 

Phraates caused the body of Antiochus to be 
sought for amongst the dead, and put intjp a coffin of 
silver. He sent it into Syria to be honourably in¬ 
terred with his ancestors; \nd having found one of 
his daughters amongst the captives, he was struck 
with her beauty, and married her. 

Antiochus being dead, f Hyreanus took advantage 
of the troubles and divisions which happened through¬ 
out the whole empire of Syria, to extend his domi¬ 
nions, by making himself master of many places in 
Syria, Phoenicia, and Arabia, which lay commo- 
diously for him. He laboured also at the same time 
to render himself absolute and independent. He 
succeeded so well, that from thenceforth neither- 
himself nor any of his descendants were dependent 
in the least upon the kings of Syria. They threw 
off entirely the yoke of subjection, and even that of 
homage. 

Phraates, 1 flushed with his great successes and A. M. 
the victory he had gained,* designed to carry the war 38 y- 
into Syria, in revenge for Antiochus’s invasion of his , 2S) _' ' 
dominions. But, whilst he was making his prepa¬ 
rations for that expedition, an unexpected war broke 
out with the Scythians, who found him employment 
enough at home, to remove all thoughts of disqui¬ 
eting others abroad. Finding himself vigorously 
pressed by Antiochus, as we have seen, he had de¬ 
manded aid of that people. When they arrived, 
the affiur was terminated; and having no further oc- 

f Joseph. Antiq. I. xiii. c. 17. Strab. 1. xvi. p. 761. Justin. 

1. xxxvi. c. 1. 

* Justin. 1, xxxix. c. 1. at l.xliii. c. I A 2. 
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occasion for them, he would not give them the sums 
he had engaged to pay them. The Scythians im¬ 
mediately turned their arms against himself, to 
avenge themselves for the injustice he had done, 
them. 

It was a great error in this prince to have dis¬ 
gusted so powerful a nation by a mean and sordid 
avarice; and he committed a second, no less con¬ 
siderable, ip the war itself. To strengthen himself 
against that nation, he sought aid from a people to 
whom he had made himself chore hateful than to 
the Scythians themselves; these were the Greek 
foreign troops, who had been in the pay of Antio- 
chus in the last war against him, and had been 
made prisoners. Phraates thought proper to incor¬ 
porate them into his own troops; believing that he 
should considerably reinforce them by that means. 
But when they saw themselves with arms in their 
hands, they were resolved to be revenged for.the in¬ 
juries and ill-treatment they had suffered during their 
captivity ; and as soon as the armies engaged, they 
went over to the 0 enemy, and gave such a turn to 
the battle, whilst the victory was in suspense, that 
Phraates was defeated with a great slaughter of his 
troops. He perished himself in the pursuit, and 
almost his whole army. The Scythians and Greeks 
contented themselves with plundering the country, 
and then retired to their several homes. 

When they wei^e gone, Artaban, Phraates’s uncle, 
caused himself to be crowned king of the Parthians. 
He was killed some days after in a battle with the 
Thogarians, another Scythian nation. Mithridates 
was his successor* who “for his glorious actions was 
surnamed the Great 

A. M. During all these revolutions k in the Syrian and 
S874 ' Parthian empires, Ptolemy Physcon did not alter 
iso. "is conduct in Egypt. 1 have.already observed, 

M Justin. 1. xxxriii. c. 8,$. 1. xxxix. c l . Vsl. Max. 1. ix. 
e. 2—7. Oros. I. v. c. JO. Epit. Uv. 1. lix. Ix. Diod. in Ex¬ 
cerpt. Vale* p. 374—-378. Joseph. Antiq. l.xiii. 17. 
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that on his mar riage.'with bis sister Cleopatra* 
who was his brother’s widow, be had killed in her 
arms the son she had by his brother, on the very 
day of their nuptials. Afterwards, having taken a 
disgust for the mother, he fell passionately in love 
with one of her daughters by Philometer, called also 
Cleopatra. Me began by violating her, and, then mar* 
ri'ed her, after taming away her mother. 

He soon made himself hated also by the new inha* 
bitants of Alexandria, whom he had drawn thither to 
repeople it, and supply the places of those whom his 
former cruelties had obliged to abandon, their country. 

To put them out of a condition to do him hurt, 
he resolved to have the throats cut of all the young 
people in the city, in whom its whole force coni 
sisted. For that purpose, he caused them to be 
invested one day by his foreign troops in the place 
where the exercises were performed, when the as¬ 
sembly there was most numerous, and put them all 
to the sword. The whole people ran in a fury to set 
fire to the palace, and to burn him in it; but he bad 
quitted it before they arrived there, and made his 
escape into Cyprus, with his wife Cleopatra, and his 
son Memphitis. Upon his arrival there, be was in* 
formed that the people of Alexandria had put the go¬ 
vernment into the bands of Cleopatra, whom be had 
repudiated. He immediately raised troops to make 
war upon the new queen and her adherents. 

But first, apprehending that the Alexandrians A. M - 
would make his son king, to whom he* had given a ^ 7 /' Ci 
foe government of Cyranaica, be caused him t© 
come to him, a °d put him to death as soon as Be 
arrived, only to prevent a pretended danger, which 
bad no foundation but in his falsely-alarmed imagi¬ 
nation. That barbarity enraged every body the 
more against him. They pulled down mid dashed 
to pieces all bis statues in Alexandria. He believed 
that Cleopatra, whom he had repudiated, had ia* 
duoed the people to this action and to be revenged 
of her, ordered the threat of Memphitw to becuf, 

VOL. vii. 2 c 
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that it mi*, 

Lb,,e ot%.gW«i s -W "P*? 4 "* m t? “ 
.bit,till 

preaching, s ^i)d Wh-fo f)* 2®^ to her. g His 
niagnificepce, apd. theB to t0 

orders- were, .obeyed* Jse^cpest wbs w , 
her in the midst of * ofi ^ !^u a 

were immediately changed into 
mentations.. $»e,bo«W 

theviewof tbatBad ohject excited agtofret-the.tyrant, 
^^nstrous^Xnty M WWjPggg 
natural and unheard-of a crime. The a ^, Q Su 
Sot was exposed to tbe.vfow of the public, with 
?bom it;had ttesame effect as with the court^who 
had; first seen that sad spectacle. ^ P®° P e .;* ' 
arms.; and nothing was thoughtof, but, how to pre- 
rant that monster, from ever re-ascendjng the thron 
^ army was formed, and the commando! A gwen to 
Marsyasi whom tire queen had appointed §® De ”^ 
all the. necessary precautions were t^en for the 

feo«e®f the country. ; 

Ptdemv Phvscon .having raised an army, on hw 
*;**• aide save the command of it to Hegelochusj and 
Ant J.'c.^nt him .against the Alexandrians. *A battle was 
128. r At enchained by Begelochus. He, even took 
M&rsyas : prisoner, apd sent himJadenjwith chains 
to Phvscon; It was expected that so bloodya tyrant 
would have put him.todpath in 
torments; .hut the contrary He gave 

K«n fat* r«injton. and sdt him at liberty. ior.bnd- 

by; Experience, that, bis crueldes otdy drew 

^fXTU *■** «gan to 

tod was for doing .fomself hooour ; _by his dem^. 
. reduced to 

ofehec,artoy.r*hic!hww almost entirely 
in toe oursuit, rent to. demaad aid of Demetnus 
■ ,po»* ooan-iivt .tm- eldest dauehter 
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by PhilOmetof, kbd promised hiki (fee crowd hf'EgySt 
for his reward. D'errtetrins, Without* hesitation^ 
ceptd that proposal; marChCd with dll bil troops, and 
Hid siege to Peiustum. 

That prince was no less bated ' by the Syrians for 
his haughtiness, tyfMhy,' and excesses, tnkn Phy- 
sedh by the Egyptwrid. When they saw him at a 
diStance ' ind etopldyedm the siege of Petosiom, 
theytodkup artps- The p^le Of Antioch began, 
and after tneih tbbse.of Apamea; many othCr cities 
of ! Syria followed their example, and joined with 
them. Demetrius Was obliged to leave Egypt, in 
otder to reduce his own subjects to obedience. 
Cleopatra, destitute of the aid she expected from 
him, embarked with alt her treasures, and took 
refuge- with her ’ daughter Cleopatra, queen of 
Syria; 

This Cleopatra, the, daughter, had been first 
married to Alexander Bale, and afterwards to De¬ 
metrius, in the Hfe-time of her father Philometor. 

Butj Demetrius; having Been taken prisoner by the 
PartMans, ahd ; detained amongst them, she had 
married AwSotebus Sidetes, Demetrius’s brother; 

After the death ©f Sidetes, she returned to Deme¬ 
trius, her, first husbihd; who, being set at liberty by 
the Parthians, had repossessed himself of Syria: 
she kept her court at Ptolemais, where her mother 
came Wber. • • ' ' 

PhysCOiyafs' soon as Cleopatra had abandoned a. M. 
Alexandria; returned thither, and’ reassumed the 3877.’ 
government. ’ For after the 1 defeat of Marsyas, and^ nt - J -^* 
ii« flight of •Cleopatta, '’thefq was faobody in condi- 127, 
$dh%> 'employed' some 

ime’ip stret^ttehmg; Wa»fl^ to revenge the inva- 
aOn of DetneMusy he , *etup ! against him aw impostor 
called Alexandjs^‘j®fbinai * He waa ; the-son of 
\ broket of’ AlexahMi^t He gave himself out for 
he son of Alexandet Bala, tM pretended, in tiM 
quality, that the awWii' ^ 'SyrHi was hia right. 
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last him an army to put him in possesion 
o£% : He was no sooner in Syria, than, without 
e&arai nW the justice of, his pretensions, the people 
came in crowds to join him, out of their hatred to 
IJpmetriiJh - ‘they cared not who was to be their 
Vina provided they got rid of him* . 

^ length a battle decided the affair. It was 
fought near Damascus, in Cmle-syria. Demetnas 
uras entirely defeated,afld flfcd to Ftotemais, where 
hb wife Cleopatra ^was* * Sfee r whp had always at 
ja^art his nriirriage „wi& Rbodoguna amongst the 
jParthiani, took this occasion to be revenged, and 
caused die gates 1 of ‘ the city to he shut against him. 
Would tiot one &iuk,that in theageof which we 
HOW treat, there was a kind of dispute*and emula- 
t»n between the princes and princesses, who should 
distinguish themselves most by wickedness and the 
blackest crimes? Demetrius was obliged to fly to 
Tyre, where he was killed. After has death, GJeo- 
patra preserved for lierself part of the kingdom: Zb- 
bfoa had all, the rest; and, to-establish himself the 
better, made a strict alliance With Hyrcanus, who* a* 
aa able statosmaw. took the advantage of th^e di¬ 
visions to strengthen himself, and to obtain for ms 
people the confirmation of their liberty^ and many 
dfoer considerable advantages, which rendered the 

'j ,! ‘l rr 

He had sent the preceding year an embassy to 
ftopfe to todew toe treaty made with Simon his 
tofoer. The senate reoeived those ambassadors yery 
graciously, and granted*them -all foey demanded. 

' \ because Antwchoa •' Sidoles had - ®«do war 

iM Mie -to Jewa: eentmsy to the dccree of lhe 

ioma^ end his alUtoco Wito Stoma; bad; token 

■litoral * ritirwl" bad made-foem pay ’ tribute for 
Sa2m,^ «* some 1 Other pbure. which he 
bgto to«p f! tmdhted otode them «on- 

*8* hy' itooe fo h- dtoadvaatogeoas peae% by 

•#««& Alhfcf 1. *ifl. C. 17. 
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bassadors represented to the senate ot» these heads, 
they condemned all that had been done in such man¬ 
ner against the Jews from the time of the treaty made 
with Simon, and resolved that Gaz&ra, Joppa, and 
the rest of tlje places taken from them by the Sy¬ 
rians, or which had been made tributary, contrary to 
the tenor of that treaty, should be restored to them, 
and exempted from all homage, tribute, or other sub¬ 
jection. it was also ^decreed that the Syrians should 
make amends for all losses that the Jews had sus¬ 
tained from them in contravention to the senate’s re¬ 
gulations in die treaty concluded with Simon: in 
fine? that the kings of Syria should renounce their 
pretended right to march their troop® into the terri¬ 
tories of the Jews. 

At the time of which we speak, k incredible swarms A. M. 
of locusts-laid Africa waste in an unheard-of roan- 3879 * 
neri They ate up all the fruits of the earth; and j 25 ‘ 
afterwards, being carried by the wind into the sea, 
their dead bodies were thrown by the waves upon 
the shore, where they rotted, and infected the air 
to such a degree, that they occasioned a pestilence, 
which carried off in Libya, Cyrenaica, and some 
other parts of Africa, more than eight hundred thou* 
sand souls. 

We have seen that Cleopatra 1 had possessed her- AM. 
self of part of the kingdom of Syria, at the death of ^ j t ‘c. 
Demetrius Nicator her husband.* He left two sows 124 . 
by that princess, the eldest of whom, ' called Seleu- 
chs, conceived hopes of ascending the throne of his 
father, and accordingly caused bimselfto be declared 
king. His! ambitious mother was anxious to riign 
alone, and was very much offended at her son’s inten¬ 
tion toestabhsh bknself to her prejudice. She had 
also Yeason to fear that be might desire to avenge his 
father’s death, of wbich it was well known she hfefi 


k Lir. Epit 1. lx. Oro«.'l. v. c. 11. . . « 

1 Lit. Epit 1. fat Jaam. 1. xXxix. c. I, 2. Apptan. in pyr. 
p. 132. 
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been the cause. She killed him with her own: hands, 
by pluhgingadagger into bis breast. He reigned 
only orte year. It w hardly conceivable, how a wo¬ 
man and a mother could be capable of committing 
aueh horrid excesses: but when some unjust passion 
takes possession ;t)f the heart, it becomes the source 
of every kind ©f guilt. However geode k may appear, 
it is not far from arming itself with poniards, and 
from having recourse to poison; because, being 
anxious to attain its ends, it has a natural ten- 
dency to destroy every thing which opposes that 
view.' : 

Zebina had made himself master of part of the 
kingdom of Syria. Three of his principal officers 
revolted against him, and declared for Cleopatra. 
They took the city of Laodicea, and resolved to 
defend that place against him. But he found means 
to bring them to reason. They submitted, and he 
pardoned them with the most uncommon clemency 
and greatness of soul, and without doing them any 
hurt. This pretended prince had in reality an ex¬ 
ceeding good heart* He received all who approached 
him in the most affable and engaging manner, so 
that he acquired the love of all men, and even of 
those who abhorred the imposture by which he had 
usurped the crown. 

Mithridates Euergetes, Sing of Pontus, died this 
year; he was assassinated by his own servants. His 
son, who succeeded him, .was the famous Mithri¬ 
dates Eupator, who disputed so long the empire of 
Asia withthe Romans, and supported a war of almost 
■ibirty years’ duration against^ them.* He was but 
twelve years of age wbed his father .died. I shall 
make his history separate article. 

A. M. \ Cleopatra, aror having killed her eldest son, be- 

3881 . lieved it for her interest to make a titular king, 
An j2j C - under whose name she might conceal the authority 
which she intended to retain entirely to herself. 
She well knew that a warlike people, accus¬ 
tomed to he "governed by kings, would always re- 
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gard the throne as vacant whilst filled only by a 
princess, and that they would not fail to offer it to 
any prince that should set up for it. She therefore 
caused her other sob, Antiociius, to return from 
Athens, whither she /had sent him for his education, 
and ordered him to be declared king as soon as he 
arrived.. But thatwas ■no-more than an enapty title. 

She gave him no*share in the affairs of government; 
and as that prince was very young, bejng no more 
than twenty years of age, lie suffered her to govern 
for some time jwit& patience enough. To distin¬ 
guish him from other princeS of the name of An- 
tiochus, he was generally called- by the surname of 
Grypus* taken from his great nose. Josephus calls 
him Philometor ; but that prince in his medals took 
the title of Epiphanes. ■ 

Zebina having well established himself, after the A. M. 
death of Demetrius Nicator, in the possession of A 3882 - 
part of the Syrian empire, Physcon, who looked , 22 . 
upon him as his,creature, insisted upon his doing 
him homage for itU Zebina refused in direct terms 
to comply with that demand, Physcon resolved to 
throw him down as he had set him up; and having 
accommodated all differences with his niece Cleo¬ 
patra* ho sent a considerable army to the assistance 
of Grypus, and gave him his daughter Tryphena in 
marriage. Grypus, by* the means of this aid, de¬ 
feated Zebina, and obliged him to retire to An¬ 
tioch./ The latter formed a dfesign of plundering 
the temple of Jupiter, to defray the expences of 
the war. Upon its bping discovered, the inhabi¬ 
tants rose; and drove him out - of* the city. He 
wandered some time about the country from place to 
place, but was taken at last and put to-death. 

After the defeat and death of Zebina, Antiochus A. M. 
Grypus, believing himself of sufficient years, re- A 3884, * c 
solved , to take the government upon himself. The , 20 ' 
ambitious Cleopatra, who saw her power diminished, 

* Tfuir os iR Greek signifies a man with an aquiline nose. 
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anti-grandeur eclipsed by that measure, could act suf¬ 
fer it. , Tp render herself again absolute mistress of 
tile government of Syria, she resolved to rid herself 
pf pry pus,, asshe had already done of his brother 
Seleucus, and to give the crown to another of 
ijer sons by Antiochus Sidetes,' under whom, being 
an infant, she was, in hopes of possessing the royal 
authority for many years, and of taking such mea¬ 
sures as might establish her iu it during her life. 
This wicked woman prepared a poisoned draught 
for that purpose, which she presented to Grypus 
one day as he returned very hot from some exercise. 
J3ut that prince having been apprised of her design, 
desired her first, by way of respect, to drink die 
cup herself; and upon her obstinate refusal to do it, 
having called in some witnesses, he gave her to 
understand, that the only means she had to clear 
herself of the suspicions conceived against her, was 
to drink the liquor she bad presented to him. That 
unhappy woman, who found herself without evasion 
or resource, swallowed the draught. The poison 
took effect immediately, and delivered Syria from 
a monster, who, by her unheard-of crimes, had been 
so long the scourge of the state. She had been the 
wife of three * kings of Syria, and the mother of 
four. She had occasioned the death of two of her 
husbands; and as to her chifdren, she had murdered 
one with her own bands, and would have destroyed 
Grypus by the poisoft which he made her drink herself. 
That prince afterwards applied himself with success 
to, the affairs of the public, and reigned several 
years in peace and tranquillity, till his brother Antio¬ 
chus of Gyzieum occasioned the troubles we shall 
relate hereafter, 

- The three kings of Syria, who had been her husbands, were 
Alexander Bala, Demetrius Nicator, and Aiitiochus Sidetes. 
Her four sons were Antiochus, by Alexander Bala; Seleucus 
and Antiochus Grypus, by Demetrius; and Antiochus the Cyzi- 
cenian, by Antiochus Sidetes. 
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Ptolemy Physcon, king of Egypt,” after having A.M. 
reigned twenty-nine years from the death of his 3887 • 
brother Philometor, died at last in Alexandria. No An 1 t j 7 " ■ 
reign was ever more tyrannical, nor abounded more 
with crimes, than his. 

Sect. VI. Ptolemy Lathyrus succeeds Physcon. 

JVar between Grypus and his brother Antiochus 
of Cyzicum, for the kingdom of Syria. Hyr- 
canus fortifies \imself in Judaea. His death± 
Aristobulus succeeds him, and assumes the title 
of king. He is succeeded by Alexander Jannceus. 
Cleopatra drives Lathyrus out of Egypt , and 
places Alexander, his youngest brother, on the 
throne in his stead. JVar between that princess 
and her sons. Death of Grypus. Ptolemy Apion 
leaves the kingdom of Cyrenaica to the Romans. 
Continuation of the wars in Syria and Egypt . 

The Syrians choose Tigranes king. Lathyrus is 
re-established upon the throne of Egypt. He dies. 

' Alexander his nephew succeeds him. Nicomedes, 
king of Bithynia, makes the Roman people his 
heirs. 

Physcon 1 at his death left three sons. The first, A. M. 
named Apion, was a natural son, whom he had by 
a concubine. The two others were legitimate, and n , j 7 ‘ 
the children of his niece Cleopatra, whom he married 
after having repudiated her motllfer. The eldest was 
called Lathyrus,' and the other Alexander. 

He left the kingdom of Cyrenaica by will to Apion, 
and Egypt to his widow Cleopatra, and to whichever 
of his two sons she should think fit to choose. Cleo¬ 
patra believing that Alexander would be the most 
complaisant, resolved to choose him; but the people 
• 

“ Porphyr. in Gr»c. Euseb. Seal. Hieron. in Dan. ix. 

•Justin. 1. xxxix. c. 4, 5. Appian. in Mithrid. sub fiuem, & 
in Syr. p. 132. Strab. 1. xvii. p. 795. Piin. I. ii. c. 67. & 1. vi. 
c. 30. Porphyr. in Grsec. Euseb. Scalig. Joseph, Antiq. 1. xiii. 
c. 18. Diod. in Excerpt. Vales, p. 385. 
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would not Buffer the eldest o to lose his birth-right, 
and obliged the queen to recall him from Cyprus, 
whither' She had caused him to be banished by his 
■fatherl and to associate Mm with her on the throne. 
Before she would , suffer him to take possession of 
the 1 'throne at Memphis according to custom, she 
obliged him to repudiate his .eldest sister Cleopatra, 
whom he passionately loved, and to take Selene, his 
youngest sifter,-for whom he had no inclination. 
Arrangements of tMs kind promise ao very pacific 
reign. 

At his coronation He took the title of Soter. Some 
authors give him that of Philetnefor ;. but the gene¬ 
rality of historians distinguish biro by the name of 
* Lathyrus. However, as that was but a kind of 
nick-name, nobody dared to give it him in his own 
time. 

A.M. Antiochus Grypus, king of Syria, was making 
Anf j°"c P re P arat ' ons f° r invading Judaeay when a civil war 

114. broke out to employ him, which, was fomented by 
Antiochus of Cyzicum, his brother by the mother’s 
ride. He was the .son of Cleopatra and Antiochus 
Sideies, and bora whilst Demetrius was prisoner 
amongst the Parthians. When Demetrius returned, 
and repossessed himself of his dominions after the 
death of Antiochus Sidetes, his. mother, out of regard 
to Ms safety, had sent him fo Cyzicum, a city situate 
upon the Propontis, in Mysia Minor, where .he was 
educated by the cfcpe of ®, faithful, eunuch named 
Craterus, -to Whom -she had < intrusted) hjkn. > Prom 
thence he was called- the (jlyzicenian. Grypus, tc 
whom he gave umbrage, wished to have him poison¬ 
ed. His design was discovered, and the Gyaeeniar 
was compelled to take up arms in his own defence, 
and to endeavour to make good ftif jirete^sibns tc 
the crown of Syria. 

■ Adfaftf signifies a. kind of pea/ called in Latin cicer/fron 
which came the surname of Cicero. Lathyrus must have hat 
some very visible-mark of this sort upon his face, dr the nam 
would have been still more offensive. 
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Cleopatra, whom Latbyrus had been obliged to a. M. 
repudiate, finding herself at her own disposal, map* 3891. 
ried the Cyzkenian. She brought him an *army for An 1 t j ^ c 
her dowry, to assist him against his competitor.— 

Their forces by that means being very near equal, 
the two brothers came to.a battle, in which the Cy- 
zicenian.having the misfortune to be defeated, re- 
tired to AndoChi > He left his wife in that place, 
where he fancied she would be secure, and went 
himself to raise new troops for the:reinforcement of 
his army. 

But Grypus immediately laid siege to the city, and 
took it. Tryphena, his wife, was very earnest with 
him to put Cleopatra his., prisoner into her hands. 

Though her sister by father and mother, she was. so 
excessively enraged at. her for having married their 
enemy, and giving him an army against them, that 
she resolved to deprive her of life. Cleopatra had 
taken refuge in one of the temples of Antioch; a 
sanctuary which was held inviolable. Grypus would 
not shew a complaisance for his wife, which he saw 
would be attended with fatal effects from the violence 


of her rage. He alleged to her the sanctity of the 
asylum where her sister had taken refuge; and re- 
.presented, that her death would neither be of use to 
them; nor of prejudice to the Cyziceniatt: that in all 
the civil or foreign wars* wherein his.ancestors .bad 
been engaged; it had never been known, that after 
victory any cruelty had been exercised against the 
women, especially against so near a relation : that 
Cleopatra was her sister, and his near f relation: 
that therefore he desired her to;*speak no more of 


her to him; because he cdukl by no means consent 

it if fil: tit ;~s 1 , 

* ,We findinthe latter editions ofJustin the following words : 
exer'cilum Gtypi'wtHktciiltit, vetiii dotaltm, ad maritum deductl; 
which shows, that Cleopatra, having succeeded in corrupting 
part of Grypus’s army, carried it to her husband. Several edi¬ 
tions read Cypri instead of Grypi, which would imply, that Cleo¬ 
patra had an army in Cyprus. * 

+ Her father Physconwas the uncle of Cleopatra, Grypus’s 


mother. 
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to tier being treated with any severities. “ Jirypheha, 
hr from acquiescing in his reasons, became more 
violent through sentiments of jealousy; imagining, 
that 1 it ! was not through compassion, but love, that 
her husband thus took the part of that unfortunate 
princess. She therefore sent soldiers into the temple, 
who could not tear her in any other manner from the 
altar, than by cutting off her hands with which she 
embraced it. t Cleopatra expired, uttering a thousand 
Curses against the parricides who were the authors 
of her death, and imploring the god, in whose sight 
so barbarous a,cruelty was committed, to avenge her 
upon them. 

However, the other Cleopatra, the common mo¬ 
ther of the two sisters, did not seem' to be affected 
at all, with either the fate of the one or the crime of 
the other. Her heart, which was solely susceptible 
of ambition, was so taken up with the desire of reign¬ 
ing, that she had no other thoughts than of the means 
of supporting herself in Egypt, and of retaining an 
absolute authority in her own hands during her life. 
To strengthen herseAf the better, she gave the king¬ 
dom of Cyprus to Alexander her youngest son, in 
order to draw from him the assistance for which she 
might have occasion, in case Lathyrus should ever 
dispute the authority she was determined to keep. 

A. M. The death of Cleopatra hi Syria did not long re- 
3892 - main unpunished. The jCyzicenian returned at the 
All , t ' 1 2 ' * head of a new army to give his brother battle a se¬ 
cond time, defeated him, and took Trypbena, upon 
whom he inflicted the tormeflts which" her cruelty to 
her sister had well-deserved. 

Grypus was obliged to abandon Syria to the victor. 
He retired to Aspendus in Pamphylia, which occa¬ 
sioned his being sometimes called in history the As- 
pendian, but returned a year after into Syria, and 
A, M. repossessed himself of it. The two brothers at 
3893. 

^ " ~ Sed quanto Grypus abimit, tanto soror mulkbri pertimcid ac~ 
cendilur, rata non mitericordia hoc verba, sed amoris esse. Justin, 
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length divided that empire between them. The 
Cyzicenian had Ccele-syria and Phoenicia,, and took 
up his residence at Damascus. Grypus had all the 
rest, and kept his court at Antioch. Both equally 
abandoned themselves to luxury, and many other 

excesses. ■ ■ . . 

Whilst the two brothers were exhausting their a.m. 
forces against one another, or indolently dozed after Ant j ^ 
the peace in luxurious sloth and ease, J^hn Hyrcanua i jq, 
was augmenting his wealth and power; and seeing 
that he had nothing* to fear from them, he undertook 
to reduce the city of Samaria? He sent Aristobulus 
and Antigonus, two of his sons, to form the siege of 
that place. The Samaritans demanded aid of the 
Cyzicenian, king of Damascus, who marched thither 
at the head of an army. The two brothers quitted 
their lines, and a battle ensued, wherein Antiochus 
was defeated, and pursued, as far as Scytfaopolis, 
escaping with great difficulty. 

The two brothers after this victory returned to the a.m. 

siege, and pressed the city so vigorously, that it was Ant J / c _ 
obliged a second time to send jto the Cyzicenian, to 109 . 
solicit him to come again to its aid. But he had not 
troops enough to undertake the raising of the siege, 
and the same request was made to Lathy rus, king of 
Egypt, who granted six thousand men, contrary to 
the opinion of Cieopafra his mother. As Chelcias 
and Ananias, two Jews, were her favourites, mini¬ 
sters, and generals, both the soils of Onias, whs built 
the temple of Egypt, those two,ministers, who en¬ 
tirely governed her, influenced her in favour of their 
nation; and out of regard for them, she would not do 
any thing to the prejudice erf the Jews. She was al¬ 
most resolved to depose Lathyrus for having engaged 
in this war without her consent, and even against her 

When the auxiliary troops of Egypt arrived, the 
Cyxicenian joined them with his. He was afraid, 
however, to attack the army that formed the siege, 

Jowph. Antiq. 1. *»K. c. iV—M- 
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Mill contented himself with‘ravaging the country, by 
flying parties and excursions, in order to form a di¬ 
version, and to induce the enemy to raise thte siege, 
in order to defend 1 themselves at home. But Seeing 
that the Jew ish army dklOot move; and that hi3 own 
was much diminished by the defeat of some detach* 
ments, by desertion, and other accidents ; lie thought 
it improper to expose his person by continuing in the 
field with an, army so mbch weakened, and retired to 
TVipoli. He left the command of his troops to two of 
his best generals, XJallimander add Epicrates. The 
first was killed id a huh enterprise, in which his 
whole party perished with him. Epicrates, seeing 
no hopes of success, had no farther thoughts but of 
serving his private interest in the best manner he 
couid in the present situation of affairs. He treated 
secretly with Hyrcanus, and for a sum of money put 
Scytbopolis into his hands, with all the other plates 
which the Syrians possessed in the country, without 
regard to his duty; honour, and reputation; and all 
for a sum perhaps inconsiderable enough; ' 

Samaria, destitute«of all appearanee of relief, was 
obliged, after having sustained a siege for a year, to 
surrender at last to Hyrcanus, who immediately Or¬ 
dered it to be demolished. 'The walls Of the city, 
and the houses of the inhabitants, were entirely rased 
and laid level with the grofind; and, to prevent its 
being rebuilt, he caused large and detp ditches to be 
cut through the new‘plain where the city had stood, 
into-which water was turned. It Was riot re-esta¬ 
blished till the time of Herpd, who gfeVe-tbe new 
city, whidi he caused‘to be rebuilt thwe, the aame 
of Sebaste^* in honour Of‘Augustus. 

Hyrcanus saw himself at that time master of all 
Judasa, Galilee, Samaria, ’and Of many places upon 
the frontiers, and became thereby-One of the most 
considerable princes of his time. None of his neigh¬ 
bours dared to attack him any more, and he’passed 


* in Greek signifies Augustus. 
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the res^ofijkdays in perfect tranquillrtywithregard 
to foreign laffairs. 

Biot towards the close of his life he did not find A. M. 
the saroe repose at home. The Pharisees, a violent A ^ t 89 j 6 ' c 
and rebellious sect,gave him abundance of vexation. i 0 g. 
By an affected profession of attachment to the law, 
aod a severity of, manners, they had acquired •& re¬ 
putation winch gave them great sway amongst the 
people.^. Hyrcanus had endeavoured, by all sorts of 
favours, to engage, them in his interests. Besides 
having been educated amongst them, and having al¬ 
ways professed their sect, be had protected and 
served them upoe all occasions; and,’to make them 
more firmly his adherents, not long before < he had in¬ 
vited the heads of them to a magnificent entertain¬ 
ment, . in, which he. made a speech to them, highly 
capable of affecting reasonable minds. He repre¬ 
sented, that it had always been bis intention, as they 
well knew, to be just in bis 1 actions towards men, 
and to do all things in regard to God that might be 
agreeable to him, according to the doctrine taught 
by the Pharisees: that he conjured them therefore, 
if they saw that he departed in any thing from the 
great end he proposed to himself in those two rules, 
that they would give him their instructions, in order 
to his amending and correcting his errors. Such a 
disposition is highly laudable in princes, and in all 
men; but it ought to be attended with prudeace and 
discernment 

The whole assembly applauded this discourse, and 
highly praised him for it One man only, named 
„Eleazar, of a turbulent,and seditious spirit, rose upl¬ 
and spoke to him to this effect: “Since you desire 
“ that the truth should be. told you with freedom, if 
“ you would prove yourself just, renounce the high-, 

“ priesthood, and content yourself with tlie civil go- 
“ vernmedt” Hyrcanus was surprised, and asked 
him what reasons he had to give him such counsel. 

Eleazar replied, that it was known, from the testi¬ 
mony of aged persons worthy of belief, that his 
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mother was a taptiye, and that, as the son , of a 
stranger, .he was incapable‘by the law of bolding, 
that office. If the fact had been true, Eleazar would 
have.been in the right; 4 for the law was express in 
that, point: but it was a false supposition, and a mere 
calumny; and all who were present extremely blamed 
him for advancing it, and expressed great indignation 
upon that account. 

This adventure, however, occasioned great trou¬ 
bles. Hyrcanus was highly incensed at So insolent 
an attempt to defame his mothdr, and call in ques¬ 
tion the purity of his birth, and, in consequence, to 
invalidate his right to the high-priesthood. Jonathan, 
his intimate friend and a zealous Sadducee, took ad¬ 
vantage of this opportunity to incense him against 
the whole party, and to bring him over to that of 
the Sadducees. 

Two powerful sects in Judasa, but directly oppo¬ 
site to each other in sentiments and interests, entirely 
divided the state; that of the Pharisees, and that of 
the Sadducees. The first piqued themselves upon 
an exact observance of the law; to which they added 
a great number of traditions, that they pretended to 
have received from their ancestors, and to which they 
much more strictly adhered than to the law itself, 
though often contrary to what the latter enjoined. 
They acknowledged the immortality of the soul, and, 
in consequence,, another life after this.—They af¬ 
fected an outside of virtue, regularity, and austerity, 
which gained them great consideration with the peo¬ 
ple- But under that imposing appearance they con¬ 
cealed the greatest vices: sordid avarice; insupporta¬ 
ble pride ; an insatiable thirst of honours and distinc¬ 
tions; a violent desire of ruling&lonejan envy, that 
rose almost to fury, against all merit but their own; 
an irreconrileable hatred for all who presumed to 
contradict them; a Spirit of revenge capable of the 
most horrid excesses; and, what was aril! moretheif 


4 lev. xxL IS. 
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distinguishing characteristic, and outdid all the rest, 
a black hypocrisy^ vvhiah always wore the mask of 
religion. The Sadducees rejected the Pharisaical 
traditions with contempt, denied the immortality of 
the soul, and the resurrection of the body; and ad¬ 
mitted no felicity, but that which may be enjoyed in 
this life. The rich, the nobility, and most of those 
who composed the Sanhedrim, that is to say, the 
Great Council of the Jews, in which the affairs of 
state and religion were determined, were* of this lat¬ 
ter sect. 

Jonathan, therefore, to brin^over Hyrcanus to his 
party, insinuated to him, that what had passed was not 
the mere suggestion of Eleazar, but a trick concerted 
by the whole cabal, of which Eleazar had only been 
the tool; and that, in order to convince himself of the 
truth of this assertion, he had only to consult them 
upon the punishment which the calumniator deserved; 
that he would find, if he thought fit to make the ex¬ 
periment, by their conduct in favour of the criminal, 
that they were all of them his accomplices. Hyrca¬ 
nus followed his advice, and consulted the chief men 
among the Pharisees upon the punishment due to the 
person who had so grossly defamed the prince and 
high-priest of his people, expecting that they would 
undoubtedly condemn him to die. But their answer 
was, that calumny was not a capital crime; and that 
all the punishment he deServed, was to be scourged 
and imprisoned. So much lenity in so heinous a 
case, made Hyrcanus believe all that Jonathan had 
insinuated ; and he became the mortal enemy of the 
whole sect of the Pharisees. He prohibited, by a 
decree, the observation of the regulations founded 
upon their pretended tradition; inflicted penalties 
upon such as disobeyed that ordinance; and abandon¬ 
ed their party entirely, to throw himself into that of 
the Sadducees their enemies. am 

Hyrcanus did not long survive this storm; he died 3 ' g7 ‘ 
the year following, after having been high-priest end Ant. j c, 
prince of the Jews twenty-nine years. 107 . 

VOL. vn. 2 D 
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Not to interrupt the history of other kingdoms, I 
shall reserve the greatest part of what regards the 
successors of Iiyrcanus for the article in which I 
shall treat the history of the Jews separately. 

* We have seen that Ptolemy Lathyrus had sent 
an army into Palestine to aid Samaria, contrary to 
the advice of his mother, and notwithstanding her 
opposition. She carried her resentment of this and 
some other similar encroachments upon her authority 
so far, that she took his wife Selene from him, by 
whom he had already had two sons,* and obliged 
him to quit Egypt. Jhe method which she devised 
to effect her purpose was this. She procured some 
of her favourite eunuchs to be wounded, and then 
produced them in an assembly of the people at Alex¬ 
andria. She caused it to be reported, that they had 
been used thus barbarously by her son Lathy rus, for 
having endeavoured to defend her against his vio¬ 
lence ; and enttamed the people so much by this 
black fiction, which convinced them that he had de¬ 
signed to kill her, that they immediately rose univer¬ 
sally against Lathyrus, and would have torn him in 
pieces, if he had not escaped from the port in a ship, 
which set sail as soon as he got on board. Cleopatra 
sent immediately after for Alexander, her youngest 
son, to whom she had given the kingdom of Cyprus, 
and made him king of Egypt in his brother’s stead, 
whom she obliged to content himself with the king¬ 
dom of Cyprus, which the other quitted. 

A. M. Alexander, f king of the Jews, after having pul 
Anf J 9 'c the internal affairs of his kingdom in good order, 
jos! marched against the people of Ptolemais, beat them, 
and obliged them to shut themselves up within then 
walls, where he besieged them. They sent to de¬ 
mand aid of Lathyrus, who went thither in person, 
But the besieged changing their sentiments, front 
the apprehension of having him for their master, 


•Justin. 1 . xxxviii. c. 4. * Joseph. Autiq. I. xiii. c. fO, 2t. 

* Those two sons died before him. 
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Lathyrus dissembled his resentment for the present. 

He was upon the point of concluding a teeaty with 
Alexander, when he was apprised that the latter waft 
negociating secretly with Cleopatra, to engage her to 
join him with all her forces in order to drive him out 
of Palestine. Lathyrus became his declared ene¬ 
my, and resolved to do him all the injury in his 
power. 

The next year he did not fail to carry his resolution A - M * 
into effect. He divided his army into’two bodies, A ^j°’ c 
and detached one ofthem under the command of one 104 , 

Of his generals, to form the siege of Ptolemais, with 
which place he had reason to be dissatisfied ; and with 
the other marched in person against Alexander. The 
inhabitants of Gaza had supplied Lathyrus with & 
considerable number of troops. A bloody battle was 
fougbt between them upon the banks of the Jordan. 
Alexander lost thirty thousand men, without including 
the prisoners taken by Lathyrus after the victory. 

A most cruel and horrid action is related to have 
been committed by Lathyrus upon this occasion. The 
same evening that he gained this battle, in going to 
take up his quarters in the neighbouring villages, he 
found them full of women and children, and caused 
them all to be put to the sw ord, and their bodies to be 
cut in pieces, and put into caldrons to be cooked, as 
if he intended to make .his army sup upon them. 

His design was to have it believed that his troops 
ate human flesh, to spread the greater terror through- ' 
out the country. Could one believe such a barbarity 
possible, or that any man should ever conceive so 
wild a thought? JosephuS reports this fact upon the 
authority of Strabo, and another author. 

Lathyrus, after the defeat of Alexander, not having 
any enemy in the field, ravaged and laid waste all the 
flat country. Without the succours brought by Cle¬ 
opatra the following year Alexander would have been 
undone; for after so considerable a loss it was impos¬ 
sible for him to retrieve his affairs, and make head 
against his enemy. 


2D 2 
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That princess saw plainly, that if Lathyrus made 
himself master of Judaea and 'Phoenicia, he would be 
in a condition to enter Egypt, and to dethrone Iter; 
and that it was necessary to put a stop to his pro¬ 
gress. For that purpose she raised an armv, and 
gave the command of it to Chelcias and Ananias, 
the two Jews of whom we have spoken before. She 
fitted out a fleet at the same time, to transport tier 
troops; and embarking with them herself, landed 
in Phoenicia ? 6 She carried with her a great sum of 
money, and her richest jewels.* In order to secure 
them in case of accident, she chose the isle of Cos tor 
their repository, and sent thither at the same time her 
grandson Alexander, the son of him who reigned 
jointly with her. When Mithridates made himself 
master of that island, and of the treasures laid up 
there, he took that young prince under his care, and 
gave him an education suitable to his birth. Alexan¬ 
der withdrew by stealth from Mithridates, some time 
after, and took refuge with, Sylla, who received him 
well, took him into his protection, carried him to 
Rome, and at length set him upon the throne of 
Egypt, as we shall see in the sequel. 

The arrival of Cleopatra made Lathyrus immedi¬ 
ately raise the siege of Ptolemais, which he had con¬ 
tinued till then. He retired into Ccele-syria. She 
detached Chelcias with pa/t of her army to pursue 
him, and with the other, commanded by Ananias, 
formed the siege, of Ptolemais herself. Chelcias, 
who commanded the first detachment, having been 
killed in the expedition, his death put a stop to every 
thing. Lathyrus, to take advantage of the disorder 
occasioned by that loss, threw himself with all his 
forces into Egypt, in hopes of finding it without de¬ 
fence in the absence of his mother, who had carried 
her best troops into Phoenicia. He was mistaken. 
The troops Cleopatra had left there, made head 
till the arrival of those she detached to reinforce 

* Appian. in Mithridat. p. 186. & de Bel. Civil, p. 414. 
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them from Phoenicia, upon receiving advice of his 
design. He was compelled to return into Palestine, 
and took up his winter-quarters in Gaza. 

Cleopatra, in the mean time, pushed the siege of 
Ptolemais with so much vigour, that she at last took 
it. As soon as she entered it, Alexander made her a 
visit, and brought rich presents with him to recom¬ 
mend himself to her favour. But what conduced 
most to his success, was his hatred for Jier son La- 
thyrus; which was alone sufficient to assure him of 
a good reception. 

Some persons of Clcopatra’s’court pointed out to 
her the fair opportunity she now had of making her¬ 
self mistress of Judaea, and all Alexander’s dominions, 
by seizing his person : they even pressed her to take 
the advantage of it, which she would have done, had 
it not been for Ananias. But he represented to her, 
how base and infamous it would be to treat an ally 
in that manner, who was engaged with her in the 
same cause; that it would be acting contrary to ho¬ 
nour and good faith, which are the foundations of so¬ 
ciety; that such a conduct would |^e highly prejudicial 
to her interests, and would draw upon her the abhor¬ 
rence of all the Jews dispersed throughout the world. 

In fine, he so effectually prevailed by his arguments 
and influence, which he employed to the utmost for 
the preservation of his coentryman and relation, that 
she came into his opinion, and repewed her alliance 
with Alexander. Of how great value to princes is a 
wise minister, who has courage enough to oppose 
their unjust undertakings with vigour! Alexander re¬ 
turned to Jerusalem, where he at length set another 
good army on foot, with which he passed the Jordan, 
and formed the siege of Gadara. 

Ptolemy La thy r us, after having wintered at Gaza, A. M. 
perceiving that his efforts would be ineffectual against 3903 - 
Palestine whilst his mother supported it, abandoned j 01 * ’ 
that design, and returned into Cyprus. She, on her 
side, retired also into Egypt, and the country was de¬ 
livered from them both. 
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Being k informed, upon her return to Alexandria, 
that Lathyrus had entered info a treaty at Damascus 
with Antiochus the Cyzicenian, and that with the aid 
which he expected from him he was preparing to 
make a new attempt for the recovery of the crown 
of Egypt; that queen, to make a diversion, gave her 
daughter Selene, whom she had taken from Lathy- 
rus, to Antiochus Grypus, and sent him at the same 
time a considerable number of troops, and great 
sums of money, to put him into a condition to at¬ 
tack his brother the Cyzicenian with vigour, lhe 
affair succeeded as 'She had intended. The war 
was renewed between the two brothers, and tha 
Cyzicenian had so much employment upon his hands 
at home, that he was in no condition to assist 
Lathyrus, who was thereby obliged to abandon hw 

design. , 

Ptolemy Alexander, his younger brother, whom 
she had placed upon the throne in conjunction with 
herself, shocked by the barbarous cruelty with which 
she persecuted his brother Lathyrns, especially in de¬ 
priving him of his wife to give her to hweoemy; 
and observing besides, that the greatest crimes cost 
her nothing, when the gratification of her ambition 
was concerned; did not believe himself sale near 
her, and resolved to abandon the throne, and retire, 
preferring a quiet life without fear in banishment, 
to reigning with so wicked and cruel a mother, 
with whom he was perpetually in danger. It was 
not without abundant solicitation he was preyed 
upon to return: for the people were absolutely e- 
termined that she should'not reign alone, though 
they well knew that she gave her son only the name 
of king; that since the death of Physcon she had 
tWp mval authority; aflu that 


the real cause of Lathyras’s disgrace, which had cost 
him bis crown and wife, was his having fccmma fo 
ect .ioo&e instance without her. 


k Juitin. 1. xxxi*. e. 4 
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The death of Antiochus Grypus happened this A. M. 
year. He was assassinated by Heracleon,oneof his 3B07 - 
own vassals, after having reigned twenty-seven years. nt j 7 / ' 
He.left five sons; Seleucus, the eldest, succeeded 
him; the four others were Antiochus and Philip, 
twins; Demetrius Eucheres, and Antiochus Diony¬ 
sius. They were all kings in their turns, or at least 
pretended to the crown. 

Ptolemy Apion , 1 son of Physcon, king of Egypt, A.M. 
to whom his father had given the kingdom of Cy- . SB j 8 V, 
renaica, dying without issue, left his kingdom to g 6 ' ' 
the Romans by will; who, instead of taking advan¬ 
tage of that legacy, gave the citieS their liberty, 
which soon filled the whole country with tyrants; 
because the most powerful persons of each of those 
small -states were for making themselves sovereigns 
of them. Lucullus, in passing that way against 
Mithridates, remedied those disorders in some mea¬ 
sure ; but there was no other means of re-estublish- 
ing peace and good order, than by reducing the 
country into a province of the Roman empire, as was 
afterwards done. 

Antiochus the Cyzicenian seized Antioch, k after the 
death of Grypus, and used his utmost endeavours to 
dispossess Grypus’s children of the rest of the king¬ 
dom. But Seleucus, who was in possession of many 
other strong cities, maintained himself against him, 
and found means to support his right. 

Tigranes, son of Tigranes king of Armenia, 1 who a. M. 
had been kept as a hostage by the Parthians during 3909 - 
the life of his father, was released at his death, and Allt g5 y * 
set upon the throne, on’condition that he should re¬ 
sign certain places to the Parthians which lay conve¬ 
niently for them. This happened twenty-five years 
before be espoused the part of Mithridates against the 
'Romans, i shall have occasion hereafter to speak of 
this Tigranes, and of the kingdom of Armenia. 

1 Lir. Epit. 1. Ixx. Plut. in Lucul. p. 492. Justin, l.xxxix. 
c. 5. k Porphyr. in Grtec. Seal. 1 Juatin. 1. xxxvlii. i. 5. 

Appian. in Syr. p. 118. Strab. 1. xi. p. $S2. 
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A. M. The Cyzicenian,” who saw that Seleucus was gain- 
’3910. j (1 g strength every day in Syria, set out from An- 
Ant oiI C tioch to give him battle; but being defeated, he was 
made prisoner, and put to death. Seleucus enteied 
Antioch, and saw himself in possession of the whole 
empire of Syria; but could not keep it long. An- 
tiochus Eusebes, son of the Cyzicenian, who made 
bis escape from Antioch, when Seleucus took it, 
went to Aradus,* where he caused himself to be 
A. M. crowned king. From thence he marched with a 
3911. considerable army against SeleuCus, obtained a great 
Ant. J.C. vic t0 |.y 0 ver him, and obliged him to shut himself 
up in Mopsues’tia, a city ot Cilicia, and to abandon 
all the rest to the mercy of the victor. In this re¬ 
tirement he oppressed the Inhabitants so much by the 
heavy subsidies which he exacted from them, that at 
length they mutinied, invested the house where he 
resided, and set it on fire. Himself, and all who were 
in it, perished in the flames. 

A. M. Antiochus and Philip, the twin-sons of Grypus, 

* -■ to revenge the death of their brother S aieucus, 
An l;; T ;marched at the head of all the troops they could 
raise against Mopsuestia. They took and demolish¬ 
ed the city, and put all the inhabitants to the sword. 
But on their return, Eusebes charged them near the 
Orontes, and defeated them. Antiochus was drown¬ 
ed in endeavouring to swim«his horse over that river. 
Philip made a fine retreat with a considerable body 
of men, which soon increased to such a number, as 
enabled him to keep the field, and dispute the empire 
with Eusebes. 

The latter, to strengthen himself upon the throne, 
had married Selene the .widow of Grypus. That 
politic princess, upon her husbands death, had 
found means to secure part of the empire in her 
own possession, and had provided herself with good 

“Joseph. Antiq. 1. xiii. c. 21. Appian. in Syr. p. 132. Por- 
pbyr. in Grec. Seal. 

v An island and city of Phoenicia. 
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troops. Eusebes married her, therefore, in order to 
augment his forces. Lathyrus, from whom.she had 
been taken, to avenge himself for this fresh insult, 
sent to Cnidos for Demetrius Eucheres, the fourth 
son of Grypus, who was brought up in that place, and 
made him king at Damascus. Eusebes and Philip were 
too much employed against each other to prevent that 
blow. For though Eusebes bad well retrieved his 
affairs, and augmented his power by his marriage, 

Philip, however, still supported himself,'’and at last 
so totally defeated Eusebes in a great battle, that he 
was reduced to abandon his dominions, and take re¬ 
fuge amongst the Parthians, whose kiflg at that time 
was Mithridates II. surnamed the Great. The empire 
of Syria by this means became divided between 
?hilip and Demetrius. Two vears after, Eusebes, 
assisted by the Parthians, returned into Syria, 
repossessed himself of part of what be had before, 
and involved Philip in new difficulties. Another 
competitor fell also upon his hands, almost at thesame 
time; this was Antiochus Dionysius, his brother, the 
fifth son of Grypus. He seized the city of Damascus, 
established himself there as king of Coele-syria, and 
supported himself in that city for three years. 

Affairs ' 1 were neither more quiet, nor crimes and A. M. 
perfidy more rare, in Egypt, than in Syria. Cleopa- 3S15 * r 
tra, not being able to boar a companion in the su- nt g,',' 
preme authority, nor to admit her son Alexander to 
share the honour of the throne with her, resolved to 
rid herself of hitn, in order to reign alone for the fu¬ 
ture. That prince, who was apprised of her design, 
prevented her, and put hfir to death. She was a mon¬ 
ster of a woman, who had spared neither her mother, 
her sons, nor her daughters, and had sacrificed every 
thing to the ambitious desire of reigning. She was 
punished in this manner for her crimes, but by a 
crime equal to her own. 

" Justin. 1. xxxix. c. 4. Pausan. in Attic, p. 15. Athen. 1. xii. 
p. 550. 
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I do not doubt but the reader* as well as myself, 
is struck with horror at the sight of so dreadful a 
scene as our history has for some time exhibited. 
It furnishes us no where with such frequent and 
sudden revolutions, nor with examples of so many 
kings dethroned, betrayed, and murdered by their 
nearest relations, their brothers, sons, mothers, wives, 
friends, and confidants; who all in cold blood, with 
premeditated design, reflection, and concerted policy, 
employ the' most odious and most inhuman means to 
effect their purpose. Never waS the anger of Heaven 
more distinctly visible, nor more dreadfully inflicted, 
than upon these [winces and nations. We see here a 
sad complication of the blackest and most detestable 
crimes; perfidy, imposture of heirs, divorces, murders, 
poisoning, incest. Princes on a sudden become mon¬ 
sters, vyingin treachery and wickedness with each other; 
attaining crowns with rapidity, and disappearing as 
soon; reigning only to satiate their passions, and to 
render their people unhappy. Such a situation of 
a kingdom, w herein all orders of the state are in con¬ 
fusion, all laws despised, justice abolished, all crimes 
secure of impunity, denotes approaching ruin, and 
seems to call for it with the loudest exclamations. 

Aa soon as it was known at Alexandria, that it was 
Alexander who had caused his mother-to be put to 
death, that horrid crime made the parricide so odious 
to his subjects that they could not endure him any 
longer. They expelled him, and called in Lathyrus, 
whom they replaced upon the throne, in which he 
supported himself to his death. Alexander having 
got some ships together, endeavoured to return into 
Egypt the year fotlowingy but without success. He 
perished soon after in a new expedition which he un¬ 
dertook. 

The Syrians, * weary of the continual wars made 
in their country by the princes of the house of Se- 


• Justin. I. xl. c. 1. & 2. Appisn. ’m Syr.p. I IS. Joseph. Antiq. 
1. xiii. c. 24. 
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leucus for the sovereignty, and not being able to 
suffer any longer the Ravages, murders, ajid other 
calamities, to which they were perpetually exposed, 
resolved at last to exclude them all, and to submit 
to a foreign prince, who might deliver them from 
the many evils which those divisions occasioned, and 
restore tranquillity to their country. Some had 
thoughts of Mithridates, king of Pontus; others of 
Ptolemy, king of Egypt: but the former tvas actually 
engaged in a war with the Roman?, and the 
other had always been the enemy of Syria. They 
therefore determined upon electing Tigranes, king 
of Armenia; and sent ambassadors td acquaint him 
with their resolution, and the choice they had made 
of him. He agreed to it, came into Syria, and took 
possession of the crown, which he wore eighteen 
years. He governed that kingdom fourteen years 
together by a viceroy named Megadates, whom he did 
not recall from that office till he had occasion for 
him against the Romans. 

Eusebes, being driven out of his dominions by 
bis subjects and Tigranes, took refuge in Cilicia, 
where he passed the rest of his 3ays in concealment 
and obscurity. As to Philip, it is not known what 
became of him. It is probable that he was killed 
in some action defending himself against Tigranes. 
Selene, the wife of Eusebes, retained Ptolemais, with 
part of Phoenicia and Coele-syria, and p reigned there 
many yearsafter, which enabled her to give her own two 
sons ap education worthy of their birth. The eldest 
was called Antiochus Asiaticus, and the youngest 
Sekucus Cvbiosactes. * I shall have occasion to 
•peak of them in the sequel. 

Some time ’ after Ptolemy Lathyrus had been 
replaced upon the throne of Egypt, a considerable 
rebellion broke out in the Upper Egypt. The rebels, 


l Cic. in Ver. vi. n. 61. Appian. in Syr, p. 133. Strab. 1. svii. 
p. ?$($. * Patina, in Attic, p. 15. 
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being overthrown and defeated in a great battle, shut 
themselves up in the city of'Thebes, where they de¬ 
fended themselves with incredible obstinacy. It was 
at length taken after a'siege of three years. Lathy- 
rus used it with so much rigour, that, from being the 
greatest and richest city till then in all Egypt, it was 
almost reduced to nothing. 

Lathyrus did not long survive the ruin of Thebes. 
Reckoning from the death of his father, he had reign¬ 
ed thirty-sik years; eleven jointly with his mother 
in Egypt, eighteen in Cyprus, and seven alone 
in Egypt after his mother’s death. Cleopatra, his 
daughter, succeeded him, who was his only legiti¬ 
mate issue. Her proper name was Berenice; but 
by the established custom of that family all the 
sons were called Ptolemy, and the daughters Cleo¬ 
patra. 

Sylla,' at that time perpetual dictator of Rome, 
sent Alexander to take possession of the crown of 
Egypt, after the death of his uncle Lathyrus, as the 
nearest heir male of the deceased. He was the son 
of that Alexander who had put his mother to death. 
But the people of 'Alexandria had already set Cleo¬ 
patra upon the throne, and she had been six months 
in possession of it when Alexander arrived. To ac¬ 
commodate the difference, and not to draw Sylla, 
the master of Rome, and, in consequence, dispenser 
of law to the universe, upon their hands, it was 
agreed that Cleopatra and he should marry, and 
reign jointly. But,Alexander, who either <fid not 
approve of her for a wife, or would have no associate 
in the throne, caused her to be put to death nine¬ 
teen days after their marriage, and reigned alone 
fifteen years. Murder and parricide were no longer 
reckoned as any thing in those times, and, if I may use 
that expression, were grown into fashion among 
princes and princesses. 

‘ Appian. de Bel. Civ.p. *14. Pcrphyr. in Grsc, Seal. p. 60. 
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Some time ' after, Nicomedes, king of Bithynia, A. M. 
died, having first made the Roman people bis heirs. 392s - 
His country by that means became a province of the Ant 7g' C ' 
Roman empire, as Cyrenaica did also the same year. 

The Romans, instead of appropriating the latter to 
themselves, had granted it liberty. Twenty years had 
since elapsed, during which term sedition and ty¬ 
ranny had occasioned infinite calamities. It is said, 
that the Jews, who had been long settled there, and 
composed a great part of the nation, ‘contributed 
very much to those disorders. The Romans, to put 
a stop to them, were obliged Co accept Cyrenaica, 
which had been bequeathed to theiti by the last 
king’s will, and to reduce it into a Roman province. 

1 Appian. in Milhridat. p. 218. De Bel. Civil. 1. i. p. 420. 

Liv. Epit. 1. lxx. & xciii. Plut. in Lucul, p. 492. 
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Sect. VJI. Selene, sister"of Lathyrus, concaves 
hopes of the crown of Egypt; she sends two of 
her sons to Rome for that purpose. The eldest, 
called Antiochus, on his return passes through 
Sicily. Verres, preetor of that island, takes from 
him a golden candelabrum, designed for the Capi¬ 
tol. Antiochus, surnamed Asiaticus, after hav¬ 
ing reigned four years over part of Syria, is dis¬ 
possessed''of his dominions by Pompey, who re¬ 
duces Syria into a province of the Roman empire. 
Troubles in Judxa and Egypt. The Alexandri¬ 
ans expel Alexander their king, and set Ptolemy 
Auletes on the throne in his stead. Alexander, at 
his death, makes the Roman people his heirs. In 
consequence, some years after, they order Ptolemy 
king of Cyprus, brother of Auletes, to be de¬ 
posed, confiscate his property, and seize that 
island. The celebrated Cato is charged with this 
Commission. 

AM 'Some * troubles which happened in Egypt, oc- 
3931. casioned by the disgust taken against Alexander, 
Ant. J.C. made Selene, the sister of Lathyrus, conceive 
73> thoughts of pretending to the crown. She sent her 
two sons, Antiochus Asiaticus and Seleucus, whom 
she bad by Antiochus Eugebes, to Rome, to solicit 
the senate in her behalf. The important affairs 
which then employed Rome, at that time engaged in a 
war with Mithridates, and perhaps the motives of 
policy, from which she had hitherto always opposed 
the kings who were desirous of joining the forces of 


1 Cic. vi. in Ver. Orat. n. 61—67. 

* Reges Syria, regis Antiochi filios pueros, iritis Roma nuper 
fume: qui venerant, non propter Syria regnum, rum id sine contro-. 
versid obtinebant, ut d patre el d majoribus acceperant; sed reg¬ 
num Mgypti ad se et ad Selenem mutrem mam pertincrc arbitra- 
bantur. Hi, postquam temporibus populi Romani exclusi,per sena- 
trn agere qua voluerant non potucrunt, in Syriam, in regnum patrium 
profecti sunt. 
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Egypt with those of Syria, prevented the princes from 
obtaining what they demanded. After a residence of 
two years in Rome, and ineffectual solicitations, they 
set oat upon their return into their own kingdom. 

The eldest, * called Antiochus, resolved to pass 
through Sicily. He experienced an insult there, 
which is hardly credible, and shews how much Rome 
was corrupted in the times we speak of; to what an 
excess the avarice of the magistrates, sent into the 
provinces, had risen; and what horrid fapine they 
committed w'ith impunity, in the sight and with the 
knowledge of the whole world. • 

Verresf was at that time prastor hi Sicily. As 
soon as he heard that Antiochus was arrived at 
Syracuse, us he had reason to believe, and had been 
told, that that prince had abundance of rare and pre¬ 
cious things w ith him, he judged his arrival a kind of 
rich inheritance fallen to him. He began by sending 
Antiochus presents considerable enough, consisting 
in provisions of wine, oil, and corn, fie then in¬ 
vited him to supper. The hall was magnificently 
adorned. The tallies were set off with all his vessels 
of the most excellent workmanship, of which he had 
a great numlier. The feast was sumptuous and deli¬ 
cate, for he had taken care that nothing should be 
wanting to make it so. In a word, the king with¬ 
drew, well convinced of t£e prastor's magnificence, 
and still better satisfied with the honourable reception 
he had given him. 

Eorum alter, qui Antiochus vocatur, iter per Sicilian faeere 
voluit. 

f Itaque isto ( Verre) prtxtore vcnit Syraeusas. Hie Verna 
hareditatem sibt venisse arbitratus est, quod in ejus regnum ac met* 
nus venerat is, quern isle et audierat mullet secum praclara habere, 
et suspicabatur. Mittit honiini munera satis larva: hoc ad ttsum 
domesticum, tint, olei, quod visum erat, etiam tritici quod satis 
esset. Denude ipsum regent ad ctxnum invitat Exornat amplt 
magnifieeque triclinium. Expanit ea, quibus ubundabat, plurima ac 
ptdeherrima vasa argentea. . . . Omnibus curat rebus instructum et 
paratum ut sit convivium.' Quid niulta f Rex itu discessit, ut et 
isturn copvssi omatwn, et sc honorific} etcceptmn arbitraretur. 
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He* invites Vet-res to supper in his turn; ex¬ 
poses alRhis riches, a vast quantity of silver plate, and 
not a few cups of gold set with jewels, after the 
custom of kings, especially those of Syria. There 
was among the rest a verv large vessel for wine, 
made out of one precious stone. Verres takes each 
of these vessels into his hand one after the other, 
praises and admires them, while the king rejoices that 
the praetor of the Roman people is so well pleased 
with his entertainment. 

On retiring from this entertainment, f the latter 
had no other thoughts, as the sequel sufficiently shewed, 
than how to rifle Antiochus, and send him away fleeced 
and plundered of all his rich effects. He sent to desire 
that he would let him have the finest of the vessels he 
had seen at his house, under pretence of shewing them 
to his workmen. The prince, who did notknow Verres, 
complied without difficulty or suspicion. The prastor 
sent again to desire that he would lend him the beau¬ 
tiful vessel made of a single precious stone, that he 
might examine it more attentively, as he said. The 
king sent him that also. 

But to crown all 1 ,$ the kings of Syria, of whom we 
are speaking, had carried a candelabrum with them to 

* Vocat ad cttnam deinde ipse prietorem. Exponit suas capias 
omnes: multum argentum, non pauca etiam pocula ex auro, qua, ut 
mos est regius et maxim $ in Syria i, gemmis erant distincta clarissi- 
mis. Erat etiam vas vintajurn ex una gemmd pergrtndi.—Isle 
unumquodque vas in manus sumere, laudare, mirari. Rex gaudere 
pratori populi Romani satis jueundum et gratum itlud esse convivium. 

f Postea quam inde discessum est, cogitate iste nihil aliud, quod 
ipsa res declaravit, nisi quemadmodum regem ex provincia spoliatum 
expilatumque dimitteret. Mittit vogatum vasa ea, qua pulcherrima 
apud ilium viderat: ail se suis calatoribus telle astendere. Rex, 
qui istum non ndsset, sine ulld'suspicione libcntissime dedit. Mit¬ 
tit etiam trullam gemmeam rogatum: velle se earn diligcntiut con - 
siderare. Ea quoque mittitur. 

J Nunc reliquum, judices, attendite—Candelabrum i gemmis cla- 
rimmis, opere mirubiti perjectum, reges hi,quos dico, Romamcum at- 
tulissent, ut in Capitolio ponerent; quid nondum etiam perfectum 
templum offenderant, neque poncre, neque vulgo ostendcre ac pro- 
Jkrre voluerunt ; ut et magnificentius videretur, dim mo tempore in 
telld Jovis Opt. Max. poneretur, et clarius, dim pulchritudo cjus re- 
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Rome, of singular beauty, as well from the precious 
stones with which it was adorned, as its exquisite 
workmanship. With this they intenderT to adorn 
the Capitol, which had been burnt during the wars 
between Marius and Sylla, -and was then rebuilding. 
But that edifice not being finished, they would not 
leave it behind them, nor suffer any body to have a 
sight of it; in order that when it should appear, at a 
proper time in the temple of Jupiter, the surprise 
might add to the admiration of it, a»d the charm 
of novelty give new. splendor to the present. They 
therefore chose to carry it ba$k into Syria, resolving 
to send ambassadors to offer this rare and magnifi¬ 
cent gift, amongst many others, to the god, when they 
should know that his statue was set up in the temple. 

* Verres was informed of all this by some means 
or other: for the prince had taken care to keep the 
candelabrum concealed ; not that he feared or sus¬ 
pected any thing, but that few people might see it be¬ 
fore it was exposed to the public view of the Romans. 
The praetor demanded it of the king, and earnestly 


cens ad oculos hominum atque Integra 'perveniret. Statuerunt id 
secum in Syriam reportare, ut, cum audissent simulacrum Jovis Opt. 
Max. dedicatum, legatos mitterent, qui cum ctetcris rebus illud qttoquc 
eximium atque pulchcrrmum donum in Capitolium afferrent. 

* Pervenit res ad istius aures nescio quomodo. Nam rex idcelatum 
voluerat: non quo quidquam jnetuerat aut suspicaretur, sed ut ne 
multi illud ante pereipercnt oculis, qufon populus Romanus. Isle 
petit a rege, et cum pluri?nis verbis rogat, uti ad se mittat: cupere 
se dicit inspicerc, neque se aliis videndi*polestatem esse facturum. 
Antiochus, qui animo et puerili esset et regio, nihil de istius improbi- 
tate suspicatus est. Imperat suis, ut id in practorium iniolutum qudm 
occultissime deferrent. Quo posteaquam attulerunt, involucrisque 
rejeclis constituerunt, iste clamare capit, dignam rent esse regno 
Syria, dignam regio munere, dignam Capitolio. Etenim eral eo 
splendore, qui ex clarissimis et plurimis gemmis esse debebat: ea va- 
rietate operum, ut arscertare viderctur cumcopid; ea magnitudine, 
ut intr.lligi posset, non ad hominum apparatum, sed ad amplissimi 
templi omamentum, esse factum. Quod cum satis jam perspexim 
videretur, tollere incipiunt ut referrcnt. Iste ait se velle illud, etiam 
atque etiam considerare: nequaquam se esse satiatum. Jubet illos 
discedere, et candelabrum relinquere. Sic illi turn inanes ad Antio- 
chum revertuntur. 
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entreated him to send it him, expressing a great de¬ 
sire to examine it, and promising to let nobody else 
see it. The young prince, with the candour and sim¬ 
plicity of whose youth the noble sentiments of his 
birth were united, was far from suspecting any bad 
design. He ordered his officers to carry the candela¬ 
brum secretly to Verres, well covered from sight 
which was done accordingly. As soon as the wrap¬ 
pers were taken off, and the praetor beheld it, he cried 
out. This is s present worthy of a prince, worthy of a 
king of Syria; worthy of the Qapitol. For it was 
amazingly splendid, from the quantity of fine jewels 
with which it was adorned, and the variety of the 
workmanship, in which art seemed to vie with the 
materials; and at the same time of so large a size, 
that it was easy to distinguish it was not intended to 
be used in the palaces of men, but to adorn a vast 
and superb temple. The officers of Antiochus, hav¬ 
ing given the prastor full time to consider it, prepared 
to carry it back; but were told by him, that he would 
examine it more at his leisure, and that his curiosity 
was not yet sufficiently gratified. He then bade 
them go home, and leave the candelabrum with him. 
They accordingly returned without it. 

The * king was not alarmed at first, and had no 
suspicion :—one day, two days, several days passed, 
and the candelabrum was not brought home. The 
prince therefore sent to demand it of the prsetor, who 
put it off till the next day ; but it was not returned 

* Rex primd nihil mctuere, nihil suspicari. Dies turns, alter, plures 
rum referri. Turn mittit rax ad istum, si sibi videatur, ret reddat. 
Jubet iste posterius ad se reverti. Minim illi videri. Mittit iterum : 
non redditur. Ipse hominem appellat: rogat ut reddat. Os hominis 
insignemque impudentiam cognoscke. Quod sciret, quodque ex ipso 
rege audisset , tn Capitolio esse ponendum ; quod Jovi Opt. Max. 
quod populo Rom. servari videret, id sibi ut donaret, rogare et ve- 
hementpr petere ceepit. Cdm Me se religione Joois Capitolini et homi- 
mm existimatione intpediri dicer et, quod multtt naticmes testes essbit 
illius operis ac muneris: iste homini minari acerrimi ccepit. Ubi 
videt eum nihilo magis minis quhm precibus permoveri, repenti homi¬ 
nem He prooincia jubet ante noctem discedere. Ait se comperitse, em 
ejus regno piratas in Siciliam esse venturos. 
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then. At length he applied in person to him, and 
prayed him to restore ’it. Who would believe it ? 
That very candelabrum, which, he knew from the 
prince himself, was to be set up in the Capitol, and 
designed for the great Jupiter and the Roman peo¬ 
ple, Verres earnestly entreated the prince to give 
him. Antiochus excusing himself, both from the 
vow he had made to consecrate it to Jupiter, and the 
judgment which the many nations that had witnessed 
the progress of the workmanship of it, and knew for 
whom it was designed, would pass upon such an 
action: the praetor began to* threaten him in the 
sharpest terms; but when he saw hi§ menaces had 
no more effect than his entreaties, he ordered the 
prince to quit his province before night; and al¬ 
leged for his reason, that he had received advice 
from good hands that pirates from Syria were about 
to land in Sicily. 

The * king upon that withdrew to the public 
square, and, with tears in his eyes, declared with a 
loud voice, in a numerous assembly of the Syracu¬ 
sans, calling the gods and men to witness, that 
Verres had taken from him a candelabrum of gold, 
enriched with precious stones, which was to have been 
placed in the Capitol, to be a monument in that 
august temple of his alliance and amity with the 
Roman people. That he cared little, and did not 
complain, for the other vessels of gold and the 
jewels which Verres had got from,him; but that to 
see that candelabrum taken from him by violence, 

was a misfortune and an affront that made him in- 

• 

* Rex maximo conventu Syracusjs, in faro, Jims, deos hominesque 
contemns, clamare aepit, candelabrum factum e gemmis, quod in 
Capitolium missurus csset, quod in templo clarisiimo, populo Rom. 
monumentum sua societatis amiciiiceque esse voluisset, id tibi C. b:r- 
rem abstulisse. De cateris operibus ex auro et gemmis, quee sua penes 
ilium essent, se non laborare: hoc sibi eripi miserum esse et indigrmm. 
Id etsi anteajam, merite et cogitationc sudf atrisque mi, consecration 
esset: tamen turn se in illo conventu civium Romanorum dare, do* 
nare, dicare, consecrare, Jooi Opt. Max. testemque ipsum Jovem sues 
voluntatis ac reUgionis udhibere. 
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consolable. That though by his intention, and that 
of his brother, that candelabrum was already conse¬ 
crated to Jupiter; however, he offered, presented, 
dedicated, and consecrated it again to that god, in 
the presence of the Roman citizens, who heard him, 
and called Jupiter to witness to the sentiments of his 
Jieart, and the piety of his intentions. 

A. Mr Antiochus Asiaticus, being returned into Asia, soon 

3939 - after ascended the throne: he reigned over part of 
65 ‘the country'for the space of four years. Pompey 
deprived him of his kingdom during the war against 
Mithridates, and reduced Syria into a province of the 
Roman empire. 

What must foreign nations think, and how odious 
must the name of Roman be to them, when they 
heard it told, that in a Roman province a king had 
been so grossly injured by the praetor himself; a 
«uest plundered, an ally and friend of the Roman 
people driven away with the highest indignity and 
violence! And what Cicero reproaches Verres with 
in this place, was not peculiar to him ; it was the 
crime of almost alj the magistrates sent by Rome 
into the provinces; a crime which the senate and 
people seemed to approve, and of which they made 
themselves equally guilty by their weak and abject 
connivance. “ We * have seen for several years,” 
says the same Cicero, in another of his Orations 
against Verres, “ and have suffered in silence the 
“ wealth of all nations to be transferred into the 
“ hands of a few private persons. Athens, Perga- 
“ mus, Cyzicum, Miletus, Chios, Samos, in short, 
14 all Asia, Achaia, Greece,'Sicily, are now inclosed 

Patimur multos jam annos et silemus, cum eideamus ad paucos 
homines omnes omnium nationum pecuniae pervenisse. Quod eo maeis 
ferre aquo ammo atque concedere videmur, quia nemo tstorum dis- 
iimulat, nemo laborat, ut obscura suacupiditas esse videatur. Ubi 
pecuniae exlerarum nationum esse arbitramini, quibus nunc omnes 
egatt cum Athenas, Pergamum, Cyzicum, MUelum, Chium, Samum, 
totam denique Asian), Achaiam, Grecian, Siciliam.jam in paucis 
willit inclusastsse vidiatis. Cic, in Ver. uH.d# Sappl. n. 125,125. 
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“ in some of the country houses of those rich and 
“ unjust plunderers, whilst money is universally a 
“ prodigious rarity every where else. And we have 
“just reason to believe, that we ourselves connive at 
“ all these flagrant and terrible disorders, since those 
“ who commit, take no manner of pains to conceal 
“ them, nor to hide their thefts and depredations 
“ from the eyes and knowledge of the public.” 

Such was Rome at the time we nqw speak of, 

.which soon occasioned its ruin, and the loss of its 
liberty. And, in my opinion, to consider in this 
manner the failings and vices fhat prevail in a state, 
to examine their causes and effects, to enter thus into 
men’s most secret retirements, (if I may use that ex¬ 
pression,) to study closely the characters and dispo¬ 
sitions of those who govern, is a much more import¬ 
ant part of history, than that which only treats of 
sieges, battles, and conquests: to which, however, 
we must return. 

The reign of Alexander Jannseus in Judaea had 
always been involved in troubles and seditions, oc¬ 
casioned by the powerful faction of the Pharisees, 
that continually opposed him, because he was not of 
a disposition to suffer himself to be governed by them. 

His death "did not put an end to those disorders. Alex- a. M. 
andra, his wife, was appointed supreme administra- 3925. 
trix of the nation according to the kings last will. She Ant - J - c - 
caused her eldest son Hyrcanus to be acknowledged ■ 79 ' 
high-priest. The Pharisees continually persisted in 
persecuting those who had been their enemies in 
the late reign. That process, at her death, had ap- a.M. 
pointed Hyrcanus her sole heir ; but Aristobulus, his 3934. ^ 
younger brother, had the Strongest party, and took An !_ 0 J ' C ' 
his place. 

Nothing * but troubles and violent agitations were a. M. 

to be seen on all sides. In Egypt, the Alexandrians, 3939. 

Ant. J. C. 

65. 

* Joseph. Antiq. 1. xiii. c. 23, 24. & de Bell. Judaic, i. 4. &c. 
x Sueton. in Jul. Caes. c. xi. Trogus in Pro), xxxix. Appian. 
in Mithridat. p. 251. 
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weary of their king Alexander, took up arms and 
expelled ‘him, and called in Ptolemy Auletes. 
He was a bastard of Lathyrus, who never had 
a legitimate son. He was surnaped Auletes, that 
is to say, “ the player upon the flute,” because 
he valued himself so much upon playing well upon 
that instrument, that he disputed the prize of it 
in the public games. Alexander, being driven out 
in this manner, went to Pompey, who was then in 
the neighbourhood, to demand aid of him : Pom¬ 
pey would not interfere in his affairs, because they 
were foreign to his Commission. That prince re¬ 
tired to Tyre, to wait there a more favourable con¬ 
juncture. 

But none offered, and he died there some time 
after. Before his death he made a will, by which he 
declared the Roman people his heirs. The succes¬ 
sion was important, and included all the dominions 
Alexander had possessed, and to which he had re¬ 
tained a lawful right, of which the violence he had sus¬ 
tained could not deprive him. The affair was taken 
into consideration by the senate. y Some were of opi¬ 
nion that it was necessary to take possession of Egypt, 
and of the island of Cyprus, of which the testator 
had been sovereign, and which he had bequeathed 
in favour of the Roman people. The majority of 
the senators did not appTOvfe this advice. They had 
very lately taken possession of Bithynia, which had 
been left them by® the will of Nicomedes; and of 
Cyrenaioa and Libya, which had been also given 
them by that of Apion; apd they had reduced all 
those countries into Roman provinces. They were 
afraid, that if they also accepted Egypt and the 
isle of Cyprus in virtue of a like donation, that 
their facility in accumulating provinces upon pro¬ 
vinces, might alienate men’s minds from them, and 
indicate and express too clearly a fixed design to 
engross in. the same manner all other states, They 


Cicer. Orat, ii. in Rullum. n. 41—41. 
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believed, besides, that Jhis enterprise might involve 
them in another war, which would embarrass them 
very much, whilst they had that with Mithridates 
upon their hands. So that they contented them¬ 
selves for the present with causing all the effects 
which Alexander had at his death to be brought 
from Tyre, and did not meddle with the rest of his 
estates. This proceeding sufficiently implied, that 
they did not renounce the will, as the sequel will fully 
.explain. 

This is the fourth‘example of dominions left to the 
Roman people by will; a very* singular custom, and 
almost unheard-of in all other history, which un¬ 
doubtedly does great honour to those in whose favour 
it was established. The usual methods of extend¬ 
ing the bounds of a state, are war, victory, and con¬ 
quest. But with what enormous injustice and vio¬ 
lence are those methods attended, and how much de¬ 
vastation and blood must it cost to subject a country 
by force of arms? In this there is nothing cruel and 
inhuman, and neither tears nor blood are shed. It 
is a pacific and legitimate increase of power, the sim¬ 
ple acceptance of a voluntary gift. Subjection here 
has nothing of violence to enforce it, and proceeds 
from the heart. 

There is another sort of violence, which has 
neither the name nor appearance of being so, but it 
is no less dangerous on that account; I mean seduc* 
tion : when, to obtain the suffrages of a people, un¬ 
dermining arts, indirect means, secret artifices, and 
great donations of mon§y, are employed to corrupt 
the fidelity of the persons of the highest credit and 
authority in states and kingdoms, and events are 
influenced, in which the principal agents act at a 
distance, and do not seem to have any share. In 
this we now speak of, there was no visible trace of a 
policy so common with princes, and which, so far 
from making any scruple of it, they imagine for their 
glory. 
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Attalus, who was the first,, if I am not mistaken, 
that appointed the Roman people his heirs, had not 
engaged in any strict union with that republic during 
the siiort time he reigned. As for Ptolemy Apbn, 
kiog of Gyrenaica, the Romans, far from using any 
arts to attain the succession to his dominions, re¬ 
nounced it, left the people in the full enjoyment of 
their liberty, and would not accept the inheritance 
afterwards^ tijl they were in some measure obliged to 
it against their will. It does not appear that they 
employed any solicitations, either public or private, 
towards Nicomedes king of Bithynia, or Ptolemy 
Alexander king* of Egypt. 

What motives then induced these princes to act 
in this manner? First, gratitude: the house of 
Attalus was indebted for all its splendor to the 
Romans; Nicomedes had beeri defended by them 
against Mithridates: and next, love for their people, 
the desire of procuring a lasting tranquillity for them, 
and the idea they entertained of the wisdom, justice, 
and moderation of the Roman people. They died 
without children or Jawful successors; for bastards 
were not looked upon as such. They had only in 
view the future divisions and civil wars that might 
arise about the choice of a king, of which Egypt 
and Syria supplied them with dreadful examples. 
They saw with their own eyes the tranquillity and 
happiness enjoyed by many cities and nations under 
the shelter and protection of the Roman people. 

. A prince, in the situation of which we speak, had 
but three (things to choose: ejther to leave his throne 
to the ambition of the grandees of his kingdom; to 
restore to his subjects their entire liberty, by insti¬ 
tuting republican government ; or to give his king¬ 
dom to the Romans. 

, The first choice undoubtedly exposed the king¬ 
dom < to, all the horrors of a civil war, which the 
factions and jealousies of the great would not. fail to 
pjcite, and continue with heat and fury: and the 
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prince’s love for his subjects induced him to spate 
them misfortunes as fatal as they would be inevitable. 

The execution of the second choice was impracti¬ 
cable. There are many nations, whose genius, man¬ 
ners, characters, and habit of living, do not admit 
their being formed into republics. They are not 
capable of that uniform equality, that dependence 
upon mute laws, which do not make an impression 
on their senses. They are made for monarchy; and 
•every other kind of goverr^gent is incompatible with 
the natural frame of heir mfnds. Cyreoaica, which 
has a share in the present question, is £ proof of this ; 
and all ages and climates supply us with examples of 
the same kind. 

A prince therefore, at his death, could not do more 
wisely than to leave his subjects the alliance and pro¬ 
tection of a people, feared and respected by the whole 
universe, and therefore capable of defending them 
from the unjust and violent attempts of their neigh¬ 
bours. How many civil divisions, and bloody dis¬ 
cords, did he spare them by this kind of testamentary 
disposition? This appears from the example of 
Cyrenaica. The Romans, out of a noble disinterest¬ 
edness, having refused the legacy which the king 
had bequeathed to them at his death, that unhappy 
kingdom, abandoned to liberty and its own will, gives 
itself up to cabals and irftrigues. Torn by a thousand 
factions, exasperated almost to madness against each 
other, and, in a word, become like a ship without a 
pilot in the midst of the most violent' storms, it suf¬ 
fered many years the.mqst incredible calamities; the 
only remedy of which was to pray, and in some man¬ 
ner to force, the Romans t6 vouchsafe to take the go¬ 
vernment of it upon themselves. 

Resides this, a prince by such conduct did no 
more than prevent, and that advantageously for his 
people; what must necessarily have happened sooner 
or biter. Was there any city or state capable of 
making head against the Romans? Could it be ex¬ 
pected, that a kingdom, especially when the royal 
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family was extinct, could seaport itself, and its indc- 
peodeaceplong against them ? There was an inevita¬ 
ble .necessity, therefore* for its falling into the hands 
of that people; and for that reason it was highly con¬ 
sistent with prudence to soften the yoke by a volun¬ 
tary subjection. For • they made a great difference 
between those nations, who submitted to them freely, 
as to friends and protectors, and those who. only 
yielded to them out of force, after a long and obstinate 
resistance, and being compelled, by reiterated defeats,. 
to give way at last to a conqueror. We have seen 
with what severity tfie Macedonians, at least the 
principal persons of the nation, and after them the 
Achasans, were treated; especially during the first 
years of their subjection. 

The other nations suffered nothing of that kind; 
and, generally speaking, of all foreign yokes none 
ever was lighter than that of the Romans. Scarce 
cooid its weight be.perceived by those who bore it. 
The subjection of Greece to the Roman empire, even 
under the emperors themselves; was rather a meant 
to ensure the public tranquillity, than a servitude 
heavy upon private persons, and prejudicial to so¬ 
ciety. Most of the cities were governed by their 
ancient laws, had always their own magistrates, and 
wanted very little of enjoying entire liberty. They 
were by that means secured from all the inconve¬ 
niences and misfortunes of war with their neigh¬ 
bours, which had sb long and so cruelly distressed 
the republic of Greece in the times of their ancestors. 
So that the Greeks seemed to be great gainers in 
ransoming themselves from these inconveniences by 
some dinanutipn of their liberty. 

It is true, the provinces sometimes suffered very 
much from the. avarice of their governors. But those 
were only transient evils, which had no long effects, 
and to which the goodness and justice of a worthy 
successorapplied a speedy redress; and which, after 
all, were not comparable to the disorders with which 
the wass of the Athenians, Thebans, and Laced®- 
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monians, against each qther, were attended; and still 
less to thfe violences and ravages'occasioned in many 
cities and states, by the insatiable avarice and barba¬ 
rous cruelty of tyrants. 

An evident proof of the wisdom of the plan adopted 
by princes, of leaving their dominions to the Romans 
after their death, is, that their people never exclaimed 
against that disposition, nor proceeded to any revolt 
of their own accord, to prevent its taking effect. 

. I do not pretend to exculpate the Romans entirely 
in this place, nor ‘to justify their conduct in all 
things. I have sufficiently animadverted upon the 
interested views and political motives which influen¬ 
ced their actions. I only say, that the Roman govern¬ 
ment, especially with regard to those who submitted 
voluntarily to them, was gentle, humane, equitable, 
advantageous to the people, and the source of their 
peace and tranquillity. There were indeed some in¬ 
dividual oppressors, who made the Roman people au¬ 
thorize the most flagrant injustice, of which we shall 
soon see an example: but there was always in that 
republic a considerable nunobes of citizens, zealous 
for the public good, who rose up against those vio¬ 
lences, and declared loudly for justice. This, how¬ 
ever, was not tbe.case in the affair of Cyprus, which it 
is now time to relate. 

* Clodius, who comm&nded a small fleet near Cili¬ 
cia, was defeated and taken prisoner by the pirates of 
that coast, against whom he had Been sent He caused 
Ptolemy king of Cyprus, brother of Ptolemy Aule- 
tes, to be desired in hisjaame to send him money to 
pay his ransom. That prince, who was a kind of 
prodigy in point of avarice*, sent him only two talents. 

The pirates chose rather to release Clodius,without 
ransom, than to take so small a one. 

His thoughts were bent upon being revenged on A. M. 
that king as soon as possible. He had found means ^ n( . j £ 
to get himself elected tribune of the people; an j$. 


* Strab. 1. xif. p. 
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important office,'which gave Jiim great power. Clo- 
dius made use of it for the. destruction of his enemy. 
He pretended that that prince had no fight to the 
kingdom of Cyprus, which had been left to the Roman 
people by the will of Alexander, who died at Tyre. 
It was determined, in consequence, that the kingdom 
of Egypt, and that of Cyprus, which depended on it, 
appertained to the Romfins in virtue of that donation; 
and CIodius r accordingly obtained an order of the 
people to seize the kingdom of Cyprus, to depose. 
Ptolemy, and to confiscate all his effects. To put so 
unjust an ordei; in execution, he had sufficient influ¬ 
ence and address to cause the justest of all the Ro- 
rnans'to be elected, I mean Cato, whom he * removed 
from the republic, under the pretext of so honourable 
a commission, that he might not find in him an ob- 
staefc to the violent and criminal designs which he was 
meditating. Cato was therefore sent into the isle of 
Cyprus, to deprive a prince of his kingdom, who well 
Served that disgrace, says an historian, for his many 
iiMeularities; as if a man’s vices sufficiently author¬ 
ized the seizure of all hie property. 

Cato,* upon his arrival at Rhodes, sent to bid 
Ptolemy retire peaceably ,* and promised him, if he 
complied, to procure him the high-priesthood of the 
temple of Venus at Paphos, the revenues of which 
were sufficiently considerable to enable him to subsist 
honourably. Ptolemy rejected that proposal. He 
was not, however, hi a condition to defend himself 
against the power of the Romans; but could not 
resolve, after having worn $ crown so long, to live 
as a private person. Determined therefore to end 
his life and reign together,* he embarked with all his 
treasure*, and put to sea. His design was to have 


* Pint, in Cato. p. 776. 

* P, Clodins in tenatu sub honorificentissimo titulo M. Catoncm 
d rep. reUgmit. Sluippe legem lulit, ut is—mitteretur in iiisulcm 
Cpprum, ad spoliandm regno Ptolemaum, omnibus norum viliis earn 
commeHam meritum. Veil. Paterc. 1. ii, c. 45. 
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holes bored in the bottom of his ship, that it might 
sink with him and all hfe riches. But wheq he came 
to the execution of his purpose, though he persisted 
constantly in the resolution of dying himself, he had 
not courage to include his innocent and well-beloved 
treasures in his ruin; and thereby * shewed that he 
loved them better than he did himself:—king of 
Cyprus indeed in title, but in fact, the mean slave 
of his money. He returned to shore, and replaced 
his gold in his magazines, after which *he poisoned 
’himself, and left the whole to his enemies. Cato 
carried those treasures the foliowing year to Rome. 

The sum was so large that in the greatest triumphs 
the like had scarce ever been laid up in the public 
treasury. Plutarch makes it amount to almost seven 
thousand talents (one million and fifty thousand 
pounds sterling). Cato caused all Ptolemy’s pre¬ 
cious effects and furniture to be sold publicly ; re¬ 
serving to himself only a picture of Zeno, the founder 
of the Stoics, the sentiments of which sect he fol¬ 
lowed. 

The Roman people here throw off the mask, and 
shew themselves not such as they had been in the 
glorious ages of the republic, full of contempt for 
riches aud of esteem for poverty, but such as they 
were become, after that gold and silver had entered 
Rome in triumph with their victorious generals. Ne¬ 
ver was any thing more capable of disgracing and re¬ 
proaching the Romans than this last action, f “The 
“ Roman people,” says Cicero, “instead of making 

■ Procul dubio hie non possekit divitias, ted d divitiis possesses 
est; titulo rex insula, animo petunia mistrabile mancipium. Val. 

Max. 

f Ptolemaus rex, it nondum socius, at non hostis, pacatus, qui¬ 
etus, fietus imperio populi Rom., regno paiemoatque avito, regali 
otio peifruebatur. De hoc nihil cogit'ante, nihil nspicante, est 
rogatum, ut sedens cum purpurA et sceptro et illit insignibus regiis, 
praam publico snbjiceretur, et imperante populo Rom., qmetiam 
victis bello regibus regno, redderc consuevit, rex amicus, mdid 
iifjurid commemorate, nullis repetitis rebut, cum bonis omnibus 
pub licaretur Cyprius miser, qui temper socius, semper amicus 
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“ it their honour, and almost a duty, as formerly, ta 
“ re-establish the kings their'bnemies whom they had 
" conquered, upon their thrones, now see a king, 
“ their ally, or at least a constant friend to the re- 
“ pfoblic, who Imd never done them any wrong, of 
“ whom neither the senate nor any of our generals 
“ had ever received the least'complaint, who enjoy¬ 
ed the dominions left him by his ancestors in tran- 
“ qudiity, plundered on a sodden without any for- 
“ mality, add all his effects sold by auction almost 
“ before his eyes, by order of the same Roman peo- 
" pie. This,” cootinoss Cicero, "shews other kings, 
“ upon what they are to rely for their security: from 
“ this fatal example they learn, that amongst us, 
“ there needs only the secret intrigue of some sedi- 
“ tious tribune, to deprive them of their thrones, and 
" to plunder them at the same time of all their for- 
" tunes.” 

What I am most amazed at is, that Cato, the just- 
est and most upright man of those times, (but what 
was the most shining virtue and justice of the Pa¬ 
gans !) should lend bis name and service in so notori¬ 
ous an injustice. Cicero, who had reasons for sparing 
him, and dared not blame his conduct openly, shews, 
however, in the same Oration which I have now cited, 
but in an artful and delicate manner, and under the 
appearance of excusing hint, how much he bad dis¬ 
honoured himself by that action. 

During Cato’s -stay at Rhodes, Ptolemy Auletes, 
king of Egypt, and brother to him: of Cyprus, came 
thither to him. I reserve for a following book the 
history of that prince, which merits particular atten¬ 
tion. 

fait; it quo nulla unauam mpicio darter aut ad semium, out ad 
imperatpres nostras mala est: skits (at aunt) est et videos, 
cum victuet vestitu suo.publicalus. Ea cur cetteri reges ttabUcm esse 
suamfortupapi. arbitrator, dim hoc iltwjvnesli amiperdito excmplo 
videani, per tribumim aUqucmscfartunis spoliari (pome) ex regno om¬ 
ul mdstri. Cic. Orat. pro Sextio. n, 57. 
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JL HE twenty-first Book is divided into three articles, 
which are all abridgments: the first, of the history 
of the Jews, from the reign of Aristobulns to that of 
Herod the Great; the second, of the history of the 
Parthians, from the establishment of that empire to 
the defeat of Crassus; the third, of the history of 
the kings of Cappadocia, to the annexing of that 
kingdom to the Roman enlpire. 

ARTICLE I. 

Abridgment of the history of the Jems, from Ari¬ 
stobulus, son of Hyrcanue, who first assumed the 
title of king, to the reign of Herod the Great, the 
Idumcean. 


As the history of the Jews is often intermixed with 
that of the kings of Syria and Egypt, I have taken 
care, as occasion offered, to relate those circumstan- 
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cea of it which were most necessary and suitable to 
my subject. I shall add here wbat remains of that 
history, to the reign of Herod the Great. The histo¬ 
rian Josephus, who is in every one’s hands, will 
satisfy the laudable curiosity of such as are desirous 
of being more fully informed. Dean Prideaux, of 
whom I have here made much use, may be also con¬ 
sulted for the same purpose. 

Sect. I. Reign of Aristobufas the First, which 
lasted two years. 

A. M. k Hyrcanus, high-priest and prince of the Jews, had 
Anf J 8 'c left five sons at his death. The first was Aristobulus, 
"06. the second Antigonus, the third Alexander Jannseus, 
the fourth’s name is unknown. The fifth was called 
Absalom. 

Aristobulus, as the eldest, succeeded his father in 
the high-priesthood and temporal sovereignty. As 
soOn as he saw himself well established, he assumed 
the diadem and, title of king, which none of those who 
had governed Judtea since the Babylonish captivity 
had done besides himself. The circumstances of the 
times seemed favourable for that design. The kings 
of Syria and Egypt, who were alone capable of op¬ 
posing it, were weak princes, involved in’domestic 
troubles and civil wars, little secure upon the throne, 
and not maintaining themselves long in the possession 
of it. He knew that the Romans were much inclined 
to authorize the dismembering and dividing the do¬ 
minions of the Grecian, kings, in order to weaken and 
keep diem low in comparison with themselves. Be- 
. sides) it was natural for Xristobulus to take advantage 
of the victories and acquisitions made by his ances¬ 
tors, who had given an assured and uninterrupted 
establishment to the Jewish nation, and enabled it to 
sopport tbe dignity of a king amongst its neighbours. 

* Jowph. Aoiiq. 'xiii, 19, &c, Id. <fe Bell. Jad. i. i. 
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Aristobulus’s mother,' in virtue of Hyrcanus’s will, 
pretended to the government,' but Aristqbuluswas 
the strongest, and put her in prison, where he caused 
her to be starved to death. With respect to his 
brothers, as be very much loved Antigonus the eldest 
of them, he gave him at first a share in the govern¬ 
ment. He confined the other three in prison, and 
kept them there during his life. 

c When Aristobulus had fully possessed himself of A. M. 
the authority which his father had enjoyed, he enter- a 88 j 8, c 
* ed into a war with the Ituraans; and after having sub- lbs, 
jected the greatest part of them, he obliged them to 
embrace Judaism, as Hyrcanus had* compelled the 
Idumeans some years before. He gave them the al¬ 
ternative, either to. be circumcised and profess the 
Jewish religion, or to quit their country and seek a 
settlement elsewhere. They chose to stay, and com¬ 
ply with what was required of them, and thus were 
incorporated with the Jews, both as to Spirituals and 
temporals. This practice became a fundamental 
maxim with the Asmoneans. It shews, that they had 
not a just idea of religion at that time, which does not 
impose itself by force, and winch ought not to be 
received but voluntarily and by persuasion. Iturtea, 
which was inhabited by the people in question, form¬ 
ed part of Ccele-syria, on the north-east frontier of 
Israel, between the inheritance of the half tribe of 
Manasseh on the other side of Jordan, and the terri¬ 
tory of Damascus. • 

A distemper obliged Aristobulus tb return from 
Itursea to Jerusalem, and to leave the command of 
die army to his brother Antigonus, to make an end of 
the war he had ' begun. The queen and her cabal, 
who envied Antigoous the king’s favour, took advan¬ 
tage of tbis illness, to prejudice the king against him 
by false reports and vile calumnies. Antigonus soon 
returned to Jerusalem after the successes by which 

Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 19. Id. de Bel. Jud. i. 3. 
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firsts timw 

be M tteHbiWiifeditie 'mn Jfte entry was a %M of 
trtiWn^. cTSfe fttut tftsbefowslea Was then ttetei 
brMlftg. Hfe Went difbctty to tfcfe tetnfrte with tin 
|ukrife, bomplettty bfmed m he hid entered the city* 
wfthbut giving hitr^elf tithe to change any part of 
This Wer4 imputed to hitn-as a crime 
#ftt» the king; who, eifttefwfee pr^adiced against 
him, sent him orders Id disarm bhnoelf, and cbme 
to %hh US SOOtt Os possible ; conceiving, that if he 
refused tb obey, ft was apcbof of some bad design; 
aVid in that ehse he gave otdett that he shotildW 
killed. The person sm by Artstdbola®, was gained 
by the queen add her cabal, and «W town the better 
quite differently; that the king desired to wee him 
ebibpietely armed as he was. AntigoiWs wut di- 
ffedtfy to w&H dn him; and the guards who ; saw him 
come in his amis, obeyed their orders, and kitted 
iiim. 

ArfsfObUtos, having discovered all tlmt had passed; 
was “keenly affected nlth it, and inconsolable for 
his death. Tormented with remorse of conscience 
for this murder, arid that of bis mother, be led a 
miserable Kfe, and ‘WpitOd at test in aguish and 
despair. 


Sfec'T; II. %e\pi of jfteMtider jMn&ia, fytiich ctm- 
tltiml twenty-iet&i years. 
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tranquillity as a private person, be granted bios bis 
favour, and protected*him during bis whole yfe. 

* No more is said of him, than that he gave f»is dauffe* 
ter in marriage to Ariatobulus the. youngest son of 
his brother Alexander, and that he served him against 
the Romans at the siege of Jerusalem), in which ho 
was made prisoner forty rtwo years after, when the 
temple was taken fey Fornpey. 

Whilst all this was passing, the two kings of Syria, 
of whom Grypus reined at, Antioch* a«d Aotioebus 
•of Cyzicum at Damascus,made a om?l warupon each 
other, although they were brothers. Cieppaira, and 
Alexander the youngest of her sons, roused in Egypt, 
and Ptolemy Lathy ros the eldest, in Gy pens, 

Alexander Jaanseus, some time after he returned 
to Jerusalem, and,bad taken possession of the throne, 
had set a strong amoy on toot, which passed the 
Jordan, and formed the siege of Gadara. At the end 
of ten months, having made himself master of 
that eity, be took several other very strong places, 
situated also on the .other side ,of the Jordan. Rut 
not being sufficiently upon his guard on his return, 
be was beaten by the enemy, and lost fen thousand 
men, with all the spoils he bad taken, and his own 
baggage. He returned to Jerusalem m the highest 
affliction for this loss, and the shame with which it 
was attended. He bad «*eo the mortification to see, 
that many people, instead of lamenting hi* misfor¬ 
tune, took a malignant joy in & For since the 
quarrel of Hyecanus with the Pharisees, they had 
always bees it he enemies of bishopie,andespecially 
ef this Alexander.- Andtm they had drawn almost 
foe iwbdte , people into jfehfir paatjr, they had sp 
rtrea^y jprejudifiod and fifflamed them against 
him, that *H *, the. disorders -md commotions will 1 
which bis whole nwgawas embroiled, flowed from 
ffcaaeousoe. , -AM 

uEhja kffis, gi«at as.it was, dichnpt proved hi? sow. 

Aat.J. C. 
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going to seize Raphia and Anthedon, when he saw 
the coast qf Gaza without defence, after the departure 
of Lathyrus. 

Those two frosts, which were only a few miles 
from Gaza, kept it in a manner blocked up, which 
was what he proposed when he attacked them. He 
had never forgiven the inhabitants of Gaza for calling 
in Lathyrus against him, and giving him troops, 
which had contributed to his gaining the fatal battle 
of the Jordah; and he earnestly sought all occasions 
to avenge himself upon them. * 

As soon as his affairs would permit, he came with 
a numerous artoy to besiege their city. Apollodorus, 
the governor of it, defended the place a whole year 
with a valour and prudence that acquired him great 
reputation. His own brother Lysimachus could not 
see his glory without envy; and that base passion in¬ 
duced him to assassinate the governor. That wretch 
afterwards associated with some others as abandoned 
as himself, and surrendered the city to Alexander. 
Upon his entrance, it was thought by his behaviour 
and the orders which he gave, that he intended to use 
his victory with clemency and moderation. But as 
soon as he saw himself master of all the posts, and 
that there was nothing to oppose him, he let loose his 
soldiers with permission to kill, plunder, and destroy; 
and immediately all the barbarity that could be ima¬ 
gined was exercised upon that unfortunate city. The 
pleasure of revenge cost him very dear. For the in¬ 
habitants of Gaza defended themselves like men in 
despair, and killed almost as many of his people as 
they were themselves. But at length he satiated his 
brutal revenge, and reduced that ancient and famous 
city to a heap of ruins ; after which he returned to 
Jerusalem. This war employed him a year. 

Some time after the people affronted him in the 
most heinous manner/ At the feast of tabernacles, 
whilst he Has in the temple, offering the solemn 

f Joseph, Antiq. xiii. 21. 
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sacrifice, iu quality of high-priest, upon the altar of 
burnt-offerings, they threw lemons at his head, calling 
him a thousand injurious names, and amongst the rest 
giving him that of “ Slavea reproach which suffi¬ 
ciently argued, that they looked upon him as unwor¬ 
thy of the crown and pontificate. This was a conse¬ 
quence of what Eleazar had presumed to advance; 
that the mother of Hyrcanus had been a captive. 

These indignities enraged Alexander tp such a de- 
.gree, that he attacked those insolent people in person, 
at the head of his guards, and killed six thousand of 
them. Seeing how much the tfews were disaffected 
towards him, he was afraid to trust his person any 
longer to them, and used foreign troops for his guard, 
whom he caused to come from Pisidia fend Cilicia. 

Of these he formed a body of six thousand men, who 
attended him every where. 

When Alexander saw the storm which had been A. M. 
raised against him a little appeased by the terror of 39 w - 
the revenge he had taken for it, he turned his arms An ^ J ' c - 
against the enemy abroad. After having obtained 
some advantages over them, he.fell into an ambus¬ 
cade, wherein he lost the greatest part of his army, 
and escaped himself w ith great difficulty. At his re- a. M. 
turn to Jerusalem, the Jews, incensed at this defeat, 3912. 
revolted against him. They flattered themselves, that Ant - J - C - 
they should find him sfl much weakened and de- 92 ‘ 
jected by his late loss, that they should experience no 
difficulty in completing his destruction, which they 
had so long desired. Alexander, who wanted neither 
application nor valour, ayd who*besides had a more 
than common capacity, soon found troops to oppose 
them. A civil war ensued between him and his sub¬ 
jects, which continued six years, and occasioned great 
misfortunes to both parties. The rebels were beaten 
and defeated upon many occasions. 

Alexander, haviog'taken a city wherein many of A.M. 
them had shut themselves up, carried eight hundred ^9|8. 
of them to Jerusalem, and caused them all to be cru- ' 
cified in one day. When they were fixed to the cross, 
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be Ordered their wives and ^children to be brought 
put* and to have their throats cut before their faces. 
'During this cruel execution, the king regaled his 
wives and concubines in a place from whence they 
saw all that passed; and this sight was to him and 
them the principal part of the entertainment. Horrid 
gratification! This civil war, during the six years that 
it lasted, had cost the lives of more than fifty thou¬ 
sand men op the side of the rebels. 

Alexander, after having put an end to it, under-, 
todk many other foreign expeditions with very great 
Success. Upon his return to Jerusalem, he aban¬ 
doned himself to intemperance and excess of wine, 
Which brought a quartan ague upon him, of which 
he died at the end of three years, after having reigned 
twenty-seven. 

A. M. He left two sons, Hyreamss and Aridtobulus; 
hut he decreed by his will, that Alexandra his wife 
A nt C- Should govfem the kingdom during 'her life, and 
choose whftch of her sons she thought fit to succeed 
her. 


SECT. I'll. Reign of Alexandra, the wife ‘of Alex¬ 
ander Sannam, xchich ‘continued nine yew's. 
‘Byrcanm her eldest S on is high-priest during 
nim time. 


A. M. * Aecbkbi^© lo the'a&vice of her husband, Atexan- 
3926. tit* submitted herself M^her children to the power 
Aat :o' ' C, ^tflhe ’Pharisees, dechwiwg to uhetn, that » 'doing so, 
‘ rfae only Rtfted fo cofffofmity to the /last Will of her 


®y this step the so Well cUndtidted them, 'that, for¬ 
getting their hatred for the 'dead, though they had 
it dtfrihg his 'life as for -as possible, they 
eh'dhged % Oh a ! saddea into respect and veneratioh 


i m$ii. miq. XTTt. *29, *2*. <k & BS». Jvd. i.t. 
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for his memory; and instead of the invectives and re¬ 
proaches which they had always abundantly vented 
against him, nothing was heard but praises and pa¬ 
negyrics, wherein they exalted immoderately the 
great actions of Alexander, by which the nation had 
been aggrandized, and its power, honour, and credit, 
much augmented. By this means they brought over 
the people so effectually, whom till then they had 
always irritated against him, that they celebrated his 
funeral with greater pomp and magnificence than that 
* of any of his predecessors; and Alexandra, according 
to the intent of his will, was aonfirmed sovereign ad¬ 
ministratrix of the nation. We see from hence, 
that a blind and unlimited conformity to the power 
and will of the Pharisees was with them a substitute 
for every kind of merit, and made all failings, and 
even crimes, disappear as effectually as if they had 
never been; which is very common with those who 
are fond of ruling. 

When that princess saw herself well established, 
she caused her eldest son Hyrcanus to be received as 
high-priest: he was then near thirty-three years of 
age. According to her promisS, she gave the admi¬ 
nistration of all important affairs to the Pharisees. 

The first thing they did was to repeal the decree, by 
which John Hyrcanus, father of the two last kings, 
had abolished all their traditional constitutions, which 
were afterwards more generally received than ever. 

They persecuted with great crusty all those who had 
declared themselves their enemies in the preceding 
reigns, without the queen’s being able to prevent 
them; because she had tied up her own hands, by 
putting herself into those qf the Pharisees. She had 
seen in her husband’s time what a civil war was, and 
the infinite misfortunes' with which it is attended. 

She was afraid of kindling a new one; and not know¬ 
ing any other means to prevent it, than by giving way 
to the violence of those reveoge&l and inexorable 
men, she believed it necessary jto suffer a less evil, in 
order to prevent a greater. 
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A. M. 

3931. 

int.J.C 

73. 


What we have said upon this head may contribute 
very much .to our having a right notion of the state of 
the Jewish nation, and of the characters of those who 
governed it. 

h The Pharisees still continued their persecutions 
against those who had opposed them under the late 
king. They made them accountable for all the cruel¬ 
ties and faults with which they thought proper to 
blacken his memory. They had already god rid of 
many of theft enemies, under this pretext, and in¬ 
vented every day new articles of aecusation to destroy 
those who gave them most umbrage amongst such as 
still survived. ' 

The friends and partisans of the late king, seeing 
that there was no end to these persecutions, and that 
their destruction was sworn, assembled at last, and 
came in a body to wait on the queen, with Aristobu- 
lus, her second son, at their head. They represented 
to her the services they had done the late king; their 
fidelity and attachment to him in all his wars, and 
all the difficulties in which he had been involved du¬ 
ring the troubles. That it was very hard at present, 
that under her government, every thing they had clone 
for him should be made criminal, and they should see 
themselves sacrificed to the implacable hatred of their 
enemies, solely for their adherence to herself and her 
family. They implored heii either to put a stop to 
such sort of enquiries; or, if that was not in her power, 
to permit them to retire out of the country, in order 
to seek an asylum elsewhere: at least they begged 
her to put them into garrisoned places, where they 
might find some security against the violence of their 
enemies. . 

The queen was as much affected as it was possible 
to be with the condition she saw them in, and the 
injustice done them. But it was out of her power 
to do for them ail she desired; for she had given 
herself masters, by engaging to take no steps with¬ 
out the consent of the Pharisees. How dangerous 
k Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 24. & de Beil. Jud. i. 4. 
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is it to invest such people with too much authority ! 

They exclaimed, that it would be putting a stop to 
the course of justice, to suspend the enquiries after 
the culpable; that such a proceeding was what no 
government ought to suffer, and that therefore they 
never would accede to it. On the other side, the 
queen believed that %he ought not to give her con¬ 
sent, that the real and faithful friends of her family 
should abandon their country in such a manner; 

> because she would then lie at the mercy of a turbu- 
Tent faction, without?any support, and would have no 
resource in case of necessity. «She resolved therefore 
upon the third point they had proposed to her, and 
dispersed them into places where she had garrisons. 

She found two advantages resulting from that con¬ 
duct : the first was, that their enemies dared not at¬ 
tack them in those fortresses, where they would have 
arms in their hands; and the second, that they would 
always be a body of reserve, upon which she could 
rely upon occasion in case of any rupture. 

Some years after, queen Alexandra fell sick of a A.M. 
very dangerous distemper, whiclj brought her to the 3934> • 
point of death. As soon as Aristobulus, her youngest Ant ^\ c - 
Son, saw that she could not recover, as he had long 
formed the design of seizing the crown at her death, 
he stole out of Jerusalem in the night, with only one 
domestic, and went to the places, in which, accord¬ 
ing to a plan he had given them, the friends of his 
father had been placed in garrison. He was receiv¬ 
ed there with open arms, and in fifteen days’ time 
twenty-two of those towns and castles declared for 
him, which put him in possession of almost all the 
forces of the state. The people as well as the army 
were entirely inclined to declare for him, being weary 
of the cruel administration of the Pharisees, who had 
governed without control under Alexandra, and were 
become insupportable to every one. They came 
therefore in crowds from all quarters to follow the 
standards- of Aristobulus; in hopes that he would 
abolish the tyranny of the Pharisees, which could 
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not be expected from Hyrcanus his elder brother, 
who had heen brought up by bis mother in a blind 
submission to that sect: besides which, he bad neither 
the courage nor capacity necessary for so vigorous a 
design; for he was heavy and indolent, void of acti¬ 
vity and application, and of a very mean capacity. 

When the Pharisees saw that Aristobulus’s party 
augmented considerably, they went with Hyrcanus 
at their head to represent to the dying queen what 
was going forward, and to demand her orders and 
assistance. She answered, that? she was no longer 
in a condition to intermeddle in such affairs, and that 
she left the care of them to the Pharisees. How¬ 
ever, she appointed Hyrcanus her heir, and expired 
soon after. 

As soon as she was dead, he took possession of the 
throne, and the Pharisees used all their endeavours 
to support him upon it. When Aristobulus quitted 
Jerusalem, they had caused his wife and children, 
whom he had left behind him, to be shut up in the 
castle of * Baris, as hostages against himself. ‘But 
seeing this did not, stop him, they raised an army. 
Aristobulus did the same. A battle near Jericho 
decided the quarrel. Hyrcanus, abandoned by most 
part of his troops, who went over to his brother, was 
obliged to fly to Jerusalem, and to shut himself up in 
the castle of Baris; his partizans took refuge in the 
temple. A short time after they also submitted to 
Aristobulus, and Hyrcanus was obliged to come to 
an accommodation with him. 

C 

Sect. IV. Reign of Aristobulus II., which continued 
six years. 

A. M. It was agreed by this accommodation, that Aristo- 

3935. hulus should have the crown and high-priesthood, 
Ant.J. C. 

* Joseph. Antiq. air. 1. & de Bell. Jud. i. 4. 

* Bari* was a castle situate upon a high rode without the 
snubs of the temple, which were upon the same rock. 
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nnd that Hyrcanus should resign both to him, and 
content himself with a private life, under the pro¬ 
tection of his brother, and with the enjoyment of 
his fortune. It was not difficult to reconcile him to 
this; for he loved quiet and ease above all things. 

Thus he quitted the government, after having pos¬ 
sessed it three montfis. The tyranny of the Pharisees 
ended with his reign, after having greatly distressed 
the Jewish nation from the time of the death of Alex- 
, ander Jannaeus. 

The troubles of* the state were not so soon ap¬ 
peased : these were occasioned by jhe ambition of 
Antipas, better known under the name of Antipater, 
father of Herod. He was by extraction an Idumasan, 
and a Jew by religion, as were all the Idumasans, 
from the time that Hyrcanus had obliged them to 
embrace Judaism. As he had been brought up in 
the court of Alexander Janmeus, and of Alexandra 
his wife, who reigned after him, he had gained an 
ascendant over Hyrcanus their elder son, with the 
hope of raising himself by his favour, when he should 
succeed to the crown. k Butt •when he saw all his A. M. 
treasures defeated by the deposition of Hyrcanus, 3!ja ' , y, 
and the coronation of Aristobulus, from whom he Allt gj' ' 
had nothing to expect, he employed his whole ad¬ 
dress and application to replace Hyrcanus upon the 
‘throne. * 

The 'latter, by his secret negotiations, had at first 
applied to Aretas, king of Arabia Petrea, for aid to 
re-instate himself. After various events, which I pass 
over to avoid prolixity,, he had recourse to Pompey, 

“who, on his return from his expedition against Mitlh- 
ridtrtes, was arrived tn 'Syria. 1 Me there took cog- 
ttizatice t>f the competition between Hyrcanus and 
ArMtcfbuius, who repaired thither according to his 
orders. A greaft number of Jews went thither also, 
to request that ‘he would free them from the go¬ 
vernment of both the one and the other. Theyre- 

* 'Joseph. Antiq. xiv. 2—8. & deHell. 3ud. i. 5. 

’•‘Id. ftrttiq. Xiv. ‘5. Id. de Bell. Jud. i. 5. 
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presented that they ought not. to be ruled by kings: 
that they had long been accustomed to obey only 
the high-priest, who, without any other title, ad¬ 
ministered justice according to the laws and consti¬ 
tutions transmitted down to them from their fore¬ 
fathers: that the two, brothers were indeed of the 
sacerdotal line; but that they h&d changed the form 
of the government for a new one, which would en¬ 
slave them, if not remedied. 

Hyrcanus complained, that Aristobulus had un¬ 
justly deprived him of his birthright, by usurping 
every thing, and leaving him only a sipall estate for 
his subsistence.' He accused him also of practising 
piracy at sea, and of plundering his neighbours by 
land. And to confirm what he alleged against him, 
he produced almost a thousand Jews, the principal 
men of the nation, whom Antipater had brought ex¬ 
pressly, to support by their testimony what that 
prince had to say against his brother. 

Aristobulus replied to this, That Hyrcanus had 
been deposed only for his incapacity: that his sloth 
and indolence rendered him entirely incapable of the 
management of public affairs; that the people de¬ 
spised him; and that he, (Aristobulus,) had been 
obliged to take the reins of the government into his 
own hands, to prevent them from falling into those 
of strangers. In fine, that h© bore no other title than 
what his father Alexander had done before him. 
And in proof of what lie advanced, he produced a 
great number of the young nobility of the country, 
who appeared with all possible splendour and magni¬ 
ficence. Their superb habits, haughty manners, and 
proud demeanour, did no great service to his cause. 

Pompey heard enough to discern that the conduct 
of Aristobulus was violent and unjust; but would not, 
however, pronounce immediately upon it, lest Ari¬ 
stobulus, out of resentment, should oppose his de¬ 
signs against Arabia, which he had much at heart: 
he therefore politely dismissed the two brothers; 
and told them, that at his return from reducing 
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Aretas and his Arabians, he should pass through 
Judaea, and that he weuld then regulate their affair, 
and settle every thing. 

Aristobulus, who fully penetrated Pompey’s sen¬ 
timents, set out suddenly from Damascus, without 
paying him the least instance of respect, returned 
into Judaea, armed his subjects, and prepared fora 
vigorous defence. By this conduct, he made Porn- 
pey his mortal enemy. 

Pompey applied himself also in making prepara- 
• tions for the Arabian war. Aretas till then had de¬ 
spised the Roman arms; but ^vhen he saw them at 
his door, and that victorious army reedy to enter his 
dominions, he sent an embassy to make his submis¬ 
sion. Pompey, however, advanced as far as Petra, 
his capital, of which he made himself master. Aretas 
was taken iu it. Pompey at first kept him under a 
guard, but at length he was released upon accepting 
the conditions imposed on him by the victor, who 
soon after returned to Damascus. 

He was not apprised till then of Aristobulus’s pro¬ 
ceedings in Judaea. He marched thither with his 
army, and found Aristobulus posted in the castle of 
Alexandrion, which stood upon a high mountain at 
the entrance of the country. This was an extremely 
strong place, built by his father Alexander, who had 
given his name to it. # Pompey sent to bid him 
come down to him. Aristobulus was not much in¬ 
clined to comply, but he at last acceded to the opi¬ 
nion of those about him, who, dreading a war with 
the Romans, advised him to go. He did so; and 
after a conversation which turned upon his differ¬ 
ence with his brother, he returned into his castle. 
He repeated the same vfsit two or three times, in 
hopes by that civility to gain upon Pompey, and in¬ 
duce him to decide in his favour. But for fear of 
accident, he did not omit to put good garrisons into 
his strong places, and to make all other preparations 
for a vigorous defence, in case Pompey should deckle 
against him. Pompey, who had advice of his pro¬ 
ceedings, the last time he came to him, obliged him 
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to put them all into his hands, by way of sequestra¬ 
tion, and made him sign orders for that purpose to 
all the commanders of those places. 

Aristohulus, incensed at the violence which had 
been offered him, as soon as he was released, made 
all haste to Jerusalem, and prepared every thing for 
the war. His resolutions to keep the crown, made 
him the sport of two different passions, hope and 
fear. When he saw the least appearance that Pom- 
pey would decide in his favour, he made use of all 
the arts of complaisance to incline him to it. When, 
m the contrary, he had the least reason to suspect 
that he would declare against him, he observed a 
directly opposite conduct. This was the. cause of 
the contrariety visible in the different steps he took 
throughout this affair. 

Pompey followed him close. The .first place 
where he encamped in his way to Jerusalem, was 
Jericho; there he. received the news of Mithridates’s 
death, as we shall see in the following book. 

He continued his march towards Jerusalem. When 
he approached, Aristohulus, who began to repent 
of wh«t lie had donte, came out to meet him; and 
endeavoured to bring him to an accommodation, by 
promising an entire submission, and a great sum of 
money to prevent the war. Pompey accepted his 
offers, and sent Gabinius, the head of a detach¬ 
ment, to receive the money: but when that lieute¬ 
nant-general arrived,at Jerusalem, he found the gates 
shut against him; and, instead of receiving the mo¬ 
ney, lie was told from the top of the walls, that 
the city would not stand to die agreement Pompey 
thereupon, not being willing that they should de¬ 
ceive him with impunity, -ordered Aristohulus, whom 
he had kept with him, to be put in irons, and ad¬ 
vanced with has whole army against Jerusalem. The 
city was extremely strong by its situation .and the 
works winch had been made; and bad it not hem 
for the dissensions that prevailed within it, was capa¬ 
ble of making a long defence. 

Aristobuius’s party was for defend in g the place; 
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especially when they saw that Pompey kept their 
king prisoner. But the adherents of Hyrcanus were 
determined to open the gates to that general. And 
as the latter were much the greater number, the 
other party retired to the mountain of the temple, 
to defend it, and caused the bridges of the ditch 
and valley which sUrsounded it, to be broken down. 
Pompey, to whom the city immediately opened its 
gates, resolved to besiege the temple. The place 
held out three whole months, and would have done 
*so three more, and perhaps obliged the Romans to 
abandon their enterprise, but for the superstitious 
rigour with which the besieged observed the sabbath. 
They believed, indeed, that they might defend them¬ 
selves when attacked, but not that they might prevent 
the works of the enemy, or make any for themselves. 
The Romans knew how to take advantage of this in¬ 
action upon the sabbath-days. They did not attack 
the Jews upon them, hut filled up .the fosses, made 
their approaches, and fixed their engines without op¬ 
position. They threw down at length a great tower, 
which carried along with it so great a part of the 
wall, that the breach was large chough for an assault. 
The place was carried sword in hand, and a terrible 
slaughter ensued, in which more than twelve thousand 
persons were kilted. 

During the whole tumylt, the cries, and disorder of 
this slaughter, history observes that the priests, who 
were at that time employed in jlivine service, con¬ 
tinued k with surprising calmness, notwithstanding 
the rage of their enemies, and their grief to see their 
Mends and relations nAssacred before their eyes. 
M&ny of them saw their oyn blood mingle with that 
of the sacrifices they were offering, and the sword of 
the enemy make themselves the victims of their duty: 
happy, and worthy of being envied, if they had been 
as faithful to the spirit as the letter of it! 

Pompey, with many of his superior officers, enter¬ 
ed the temple, and not only into the sanctuary, but 
into the holy of holies, into which, by the law, the 
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high-priest alone was permitted to enter,once a year, 
upon the solemn day of expiation. This was what 
most keenly afflicted the Jews, and enraged that peo¬ 
ple so bitterly against the Romans. 

Pompey did not touch the treasures of the temple, 
which consisted principally in sums that had been 
deposited there by private families for their better 
security. Those sums amounted to two thousand 
* talents in specie, without- reckoning the gold and 
silver vessels} which were innumerable, and of infinite 
value, fit was not, says Cicero, out of respect for 
the majesty of the Gqd adored in that temple, that 
Pompey behaved in this manner; for, according to 
him, nothing was more contemptible than the Jewish 
religion, more unworthy the wisdom and grandeur of 
the Romans, nor more opposite to the institutions 
of their ancestors. Pompey in this noble disinterest¬ 
edness had no other motive, than to deprive malice 
and calumny of all means of attacking his reputation. 
Such were the thoughts of the most learned of the 
Pagans, with respect to the only religion of the true 
God. They blasphemed what they knew not. 

It hath been observed, that till then Pompey had 
been successful in all things, but that after this sacri¬ 
legious curiosity, his good fortune abandoned him, 
and that the advantage gained over the Jews, was 
his last victory. 

Three hundred thousand pounds sterling. 

f Gi. Pompeius, captis Hierosolymit, victor tt illo fano nihil at- 
tigit. In primit hoc, ut muka alia, lapienter, quod in tam wpi- 
ciosd ac maledicd civitatc locum seynoni obircctatorum non rcliquit. 
Non enim credo religionem et Judadrum et hostium impcdimento pra- 
itantimmo imperatori, ted pudor(mJuisse—ittorum religio sacrorum 
i tplendore hujus imperii, gravitate nominit vestri, rnjorm institute 
ahhorrebat. Cic. pro Flac. n. 67—69. 
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Sect. V. Reign of Hyrcanus IT,, which’continued 
twenty four years. 

IPompey having thus put an end to the war, caused A. M. 
the walls of Jerusalem to be demolished, re-establish- 3941 • 
ed Hyrcanus, and sent Aristobulus, with his two Ant g 3 J,C ' 
sons, Alexander and Antigonus, prisoners to Rome. 

He dismembered several cities from She kingdom 
*of Judsea, which he united with the government of 
Syria, imposed a tribute upon hyrcanus, and left the 
administration of affairs to An tip a ter, who w'as at 
the court of Hyrcanus, and one of his principal 
ministers. Alexander made his escape upon the way 
to Rome, and returned into Judaea, where he after¬ 
wards excited new troubles. 

Hyrcanus finding himself too weak to take the A. M. 
field against him, had recourse to.the arms of the 3947 ■ 
Romans. Gabinius, governor of Syria, after having n 37 ‘ - 
overthrown Alexander in a battle, went to Jerusalem, 
and reinstated Hyrcanus in the high-priesthood.™ 

He made great alterations in the civil government, 
for instead of monarchical, as it had been, he changed 
it into aristocratical; but those innovations were but 
of short duration. 

Crassus, upon his march against the Parthians, A. M. 
always intent upon gratifying his insatiable avarice, An 39 j°‘ c 
stopped at Jerusalem, where he had been told great ' 5i [ 
treasures were laid up. He plundered the temple of 
all the riches in it, which amounted to the sum of ten 
thousand talents; that is. to say, about fifteen hundred 
thousand pounds sterling. 

Caesar," after his expedition into Egypt, being A. M. 
arrived in Syria,^.ntigonus, who had made his escape A 3957- c 
from Rome with his father Aristobulus, came tp throw A7 ' 
himself at his feet, begged him to re-establish him 


m Joseph. Antiq. xir. 10. Id. de Bell. Jud. i. 6. 
* Joseph. Antiq. xir, 15. Id, de Bell. Jud. i. 8. 
VOL. VII. 2 0 
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upon the throne of his father, who was lately dead, 
and made great complaints'against Antipater and 
Hyrcanus! Cassar had too great obligations to both, 
to do any tiling contrary to their interests; for, as 
we shall see in the sequel, without the aid he had 
received from them, his expedition into Egypt would 
have miscarried. He decreed dhat Hyrcanus should 
retain the dignity of high-priest of. Jerusalem, and 
the sovereignty of Judrea, to himself and his posterity 
after him for ever, and gave Antipater the office of 
procurator of Judrea under Hyrcanus. By this de¬ 
cree, the aristocracy pf Gabinius was abolished, and 
the government of Judaea re-established upon the 
ancient footing. 

Antipater caused the” government of Jerusalem to 
be given to Phasael bis eldest son, and that of Galilee 
to Herod his second son. 

A. M. C©sar p at Hyrcanus’s request, and in consideration 
S90o. 0 f the services he had rendered him in Egypt and 
Ant 44 - C ‘ Syria, permitted him to rebuild the walls of Jerusa. 
lera, which Pompey had caused to be demolished. 
Antipater, without losing time, began the work, and 
the city was soon fortified as it had been before the 
demolition. Caesar was kilted this same year. 

During the civil wars, Judaea, as well as all the 
other provinces of the Roman empire, was agitated 
by violent troubles. 

4, j4. Pacorus,' son of Orodes king of Parthia, had en- 
3964. tered Syria with a powerful army. From thence he 
Ant J.C. sent a detachment into Judaea, with orders to place 
40, Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, upon the throne^ 
who on his side had also raised troops. Hyrcanus, 
and Phasael, Herod’s brother, upon the proposal of 
an accommodation, had'the imprudence to go to 
the enemy, who seized them and put them in irons. 
Herod escaped from Jerusalem the moment before 
the Parthian* entered it to seize him also. 

* Joseph. Antiq. xiv. 17. de Bell. Jud. i. 8. t Id.Aatiq.xir. 17. 

* Joseph. Aatkj. xiv. 34,2<S. Id, de Bell. Jud. i. 11. 
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Having missed Herod, they plundered the city 
and country, placed Antigonus upon the tlfrone, and 
delivered Hyrcanus and Phasael in chains into his 
Hands. Phasael, who well knew that his death was 
resolved, dashed out his brains against the wall of his 
prison, to avoid the hjnds of the executioner. As for 
Hyrcanus, his life was granted him; but to render 
him incapable of the priesthood, Antigonus caused 
his ears to be cut off: for according to the Levitical 
law,' it was requisite, that the high-priest should be 
perfect in all his members. After having thus muti¬ 
lated him, he gave him back to the Parthians, that 
they might carry him into the East, from whence 
it would not be possible for him to embroil affairs in 
Judtea. ‘He continued a prisoner at Seleucia in 
Babylonia, till the accession of Phraates to the crown, 
who caused his chains to be taken off, and gave him 
entire liberty to see and converse wjth the Jews of 
that country, who were very numerous. They looked 
upon him as their king and high-priest, and raised 
him a revenue sufficient to support his rank with 
splendor. The love of his native* country made him 
forget all those advantages. He returned the year 
following to Jerusalem, whither Herod had invited 
him to come; but some years afterwards he caused him 
to be put to death. 

Herod had at first tak*en refuge in Egypt, from 
whence he went to Rome. Antony was then in the 
high degree of power which the* triumvirate had 
given him. He took Herod under his protection, 
and even did more in his favour than he expected. 
For instead of what he proposed, which was at most 
to obtain the crown for * ArStobulus, to whose sister 
Mariamne he had for some time been betrothed, with 
the view only of governing under him, as Antipater 

‘ » Levit. xxi. 16—24. * Joseph. Antiq. xv. 2. 

♦ Aristobulus was the son of Alexandra, Hyrcanus’s daugh¬ 
ter; and bis-'father was Alexander, son of Aristobulus, brother 
of Hyrcanus ; so that the right of bbth brothers to the crown 
was united in his person. 
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had done under Hyrcanus; Antony caused the crow« 
to beconferred upon him, contrary to the usual maxim 
of the Romans in like cases. For it was not their 
custom to violate the rights of the royal houses, 
which acknowledged them for protectors, and to 
give the crown to strangers. Herod was declared 
king of Judaea by the senate, and conducted by the 
consuls to the capitol, where he received the investi¬ 
ture of the, crown, with the ceremonies usual upon 
such occasions. 

Herod passed only seven days'at Rome in negociat- 
ingthis great qffair/ahd returned speedily into Judasa. 
He had employed no more time than three months in 
his journeys by sea and land. 


Sect. VI. Reign of Antigonus, of only two years' 
duration. 

A. M. Ix was not so easy for Herod to establish himself 
An f/c in the possession of the kingdom of Judaea, as-it 
1 j 9> ' ' had been to obtain his title from the Romans. Aji- 

tigonus was not at all inclined to. resign a throne 
which had cost him so much pains and money to 
acquire. He disputed it with him very vigorously for 
almost two years. 

A. M. * Herod, who during tfie winter had made great 

3966. preparations for the following campaign, opened it 
Ant. J. C. at ] ea gth with the siege of Jerusalem, which he in¬ 
vested at the head of a fine and numerous army. 
Antony had given ordeas to Sosius, governor of 
Syria, to use his utmost endeavours to reduce Anti- 
gonus, and to put Herod into full possession of the 
kingdom of Judina. Whilst the works necessary for 
the siege were carrying on, Herod made a tour to 
Samaria, and at length consummated his marriag* 
with Mariamne. They had been contracted four 
years to each other: but the unforeseen troubles 

* Joseph. Antiq. xiv. 27. Id. de Bell. Jad. i. IS. 
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which had befallen him* had prevented their consum¬ 
mating the marriage till then. She was the daughter' 
of Alexander the son of king Aristobulus, and Alex¬ 
andra the daughter of Hyrcanus the Second, and 
thereby grand-daughter to those two brothers. She 
was a princess of extraordinary beauty and virtue, and 
possessed in an eminent-degree all the other quali¬ 
ties that adorn the sex. The attachment of the Jews 
to the Asmonaean family, made Herod imagine, that, 

.by espousing her, he should find no difficulty in gain¬ 
ing their affection, which was one of his reasons for 
consummating his marriage at that time. 

On his return to Jerusalem, Sosius and he, having 
joined their forces, pressed the siege in concert with 
the utmost vigour, and with a very numerous army, 
which amounted to at least sixty thousand men. The 
place, however, held out against them many months 
with exceeding resolution; and if the besieged had 
been as expert in the art of war and the defence of 
places, as they were brave and resqlute, it would not 
perhaps have been taken. But the Romans, who were 
' much better skilled in those things than they, carried 
the place at lengthy after a siege of something more 
than six months. 

The Jews being driven from their posts, the enemy A. M. 
entered on all sides, and made themselves master* of 3967 - 
the city. And to revenue the obstinate resistance nt j 7 - 
they had made, and the fatigue they had suffered 
during so long and difficult a stbge, they filled all 
quarters of Jerusalem with blood and slaughter, plun¬ 
dered and destroyed all J>efore them, though Herod 
did his utmost to prevent both the one and the other. 

Antigonus, seeing all wasdost, came and threw him¬ 
self at the feet of Sosius in the most submissive and 
most abject manner. He was put in chains, and sent 
to Antony as soon as he arrived at Antioch. He de¬ 
signed at first to have reserved him for his triumph: 
but Herod, who did not think himself safe as long 
as that remnant of the royal .family survived, would 
not let him rest till he had obtained the death of 
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that unfortunate prince, for which he even gave a 
large sutn«of money. u He was proceeded against in 
form, condemned to die, and had the sentence exe¬ 
cuted upon him in the same manner as. common cri¬ 
minals, with the rods and axes of the lictor, and was 
fastened, to a stake; a treatment with which the Ro¬ 
mans had never used any crowned head before. 

Thus ended the reign of the Asmonseans, after a 
duration of a hundred and twenty-nine years, reckoning 
from the beginning of thegovernment of J udas Macca-, 
baeus. Herod entered by this means upon the peace¬ 
able possession of the‘kingdom of Judaea. 

This singular, extraordinary, and, till then, unex¬ 
ampled event, by which the sovereign authority over 
the Jews was given to a stranger, an Idumaean, ought 
to have opened their eyes, and rendered them atten¬ 
tive to a celebrated prophecy, which had foretold it 
in clear terms; and had given it as the certain mark 
of another event', in which the whole nation was in-' 
terested, which was the perpetual object of their vows 
and hopes, and distinguished theig^by a peculiar 
characteristic from all the other nations of the world, 
that had an equal interest in it, but without know¬ 
ing or being apprised of it. This was the prophecy 
of Jacob, who at his death foretold to his twelve 
sons, assembled round his bed, what would happen 
in the series of time to th6 twelve tribes, of w’hich 
they were the chiefs, and after whom they were 
called. Amongst Uie other predictions of that pa¬ 
triarch concerning the tribe of Judah, there is this 
of which we now speak: “Jrtie 1 sceptre shall not de* 
“ part from Judah, nor a law-giver from between his 
“ feet, until Shiloh come, send unto him shallthe gather- 
“ ing of the people be.” The sceptre, or rod (for the 
Hebrew signifies both), implies here the authority and 
superiority over the other tribes. 

Ail the ancient Jews have explained this prediction 

* Joseph. Antiq. xiv, 27. Plut. in Antoa. p. VIf. Dion. 
Oms, I, xlix. p, 405, x 6m xKx. 10, 
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to denote the Messiah: the fact is therefore incontest¬ 
able, and is reduced io two essential points. The 
first is, that as long as the tribe of Judah shall subsist, 
it shall have pre-eminence and authority over the 
other tribes: the second, that it shall subsist, and 
form a body of a republic, governed by its laws and 
magistrates, till the Messiah comes. 

The first point is verified in the series of the his¬ 
tory of the Israelites, wherein that pre-eminence of 
t the tribe of Judah appears evidently.' This is not 
the proper place fcfr proofs of this kind; those who 
would be more fully informed,m^y consult the expla¬ 
nation of Genesis lately published. * * 

For the second point, we have only to consider it 
with the least attention. When Herod, the Idumasan, 
and in consequence a stranger, was placed upon the 
thrqne, the authority and superiority which the 
tribe of Judah had over the other tribes, began to be 
taken from it. This was an indication that the time 
of the Messiah's coming was not far off. The tribe of 
Judah has no longer the supremacy; it no longer sub¬ 
sists as a body, from which the magistrates are taken. 
It is manifest, therefore, that the Messiah is come. 
But at what time did that tribe become like the rest, 
and was confounded with them? In the times of Titus 
and Adrian, who finally exterminated the remnant of 
Judah. It was therefore before those times that the 
Messiah came. 

How wonderful does God appear in the accom¬ 
plishment of his prophecies! Would it be making 
a right use of history, not to dwell a few moments 
upon facts like this, when we meet them in the 
course of our, subject? Herod, reduced to quit Je¬ 
rusalem, takes refuge at Home. He has no thoughts 
of demanding the sovereignty for himself, but for 
another. It was the grossest injustice to give it to a 
Stranger, whilst there were princes of the royal family 
ht being. It was contrary to the laws, and even con- 

By F. Bstbnty, Rtte St. Jacques. 
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trary to the usual practice of the Romans, But 
it had begn decreed from all eternity, that Herod 
should be king of the Jews. Heaven and earth should 
sooner pass away, than that decree of God not be ful¬ 
filled. Antony was at Rome, and in possession of 
sovereign power, when Herod arrived there. How 
many events were necessary to the conducting of 
things to this point! But is there any thing too hard 
for the Almighty? 


ARTICLE It. 

. * 

Abridgment of the history of the Parthians, from ' 
the establishment of that empire to the defeat of 
Crassus , which is related at large. 

The Parthian empire was one of the most powerful 
and most considerable that ever was in the East. 
Very weak in its beginnings, as is common, it ex¬ 
tended itself by little'and little over all upper Asia, 
and made even the Romans tremble. Its duration 
is generally allowed to be four hundred threescore 
and fourteen years; uf which two hundred and fifty- 
four years were before Jesus Christ, and two hun¬ 
dred and twenty after him. Arsaces was the founder 
of that empire, from whom all his successors were 
called Arsacidse. Artaxerxes, by birth a Persian, 
having overcome and slain' Artabanus, the last of 
those kings, transferred the empire of the Parthians 
to the Persians, in “the fifth year of the emperor 
Alexander, the son of Mammasa. I shall only speak 
here of the affairs of the Parthians before Jesus 
Christ, and shall treat them very briefly, except 
the defeat of Crassus, which I shall relate in all 
its extent. 

A. m. I have observed elsewhere what gave 7 Arsaces I. 

37.54. occasion to make Parthia revolt, and to expel the 
Ant J.C. Macedonians, w ho had been in possession of it from 

250 ‘ the death of Alexander the Great j and in what man- 

t See Vol. VI, 
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ner he had caused hinjself to be elected king of the 
Parthians. Theodotus at the same time made Bac- 
triana revolt, and took that province from Antiochus, 
surnamed Theos. 

Some time after, Seleucus Callinicus, 1 who sue- A.M. 
ceeded Antiochus, endeavoured in vain to subdue 3768 - 
the Parthians. He* fell into their hands himself, 
and was made prisoner: this happened in the reign 
of Tiridates, called otherwise Arsaces ^1. brother of 
. the first. 

Antiochus, surnamed the Great, 1 was more sue- A. M. 
cessful than his predecessor. *He rryirched into the A ^ 9 f' c 
East, and repossessed himself of Media, which the 212 ! 
Parthians had taken from him. He also entered 
Parthia, and obliged the * king to retire into Hyr- 
cania, from whence he returned soon after with an 
army of a hundred thousand foot and twenty thou¬ 
sand horse. As the war was of a tedious duration, 
Antiochus made a treaty with Arsaces, by which he 
left him Parthia and Hyrcania, upon condition that 
he should assist him in reconquering the other re¬ 
volted provinces. Antiochus .marched afterwards 
against Euthydemus king of Bactria, with whom he 
was also obliged to come to an accommodation. 

PRrAPATius, the son of Arsaces II., succeeded a. M. 
his father; and after having reigned fifteen years, 3798 , 
left the crown at his death to Phraates I., his eldest An ‘- J - c - 
son. 

Phraates left it to MithridItes, whom he pre- a. M. 
ferred before his own issue, upon account of his ex- ss+o. 
traordinary merit. In fcet, he was one of the great- c ; 

est kings the Parthians ever had. He carried his 
arms farther than Alexander the Great. It was he 
who made Demetrius Nicator prisoner. 

Phraates II. succeeded Mithridates his father. A.M. 

3873. 

SeeVol. VI. Ibid. Ant. J. C. 

The Abbe Longuerue, in his Latin Dissertation upon the 13 *• 
Arsacidee, ascribes what is here said to Artabanus, whom he 
places between Arsaces II. and Priipatius. Justin says nothing 
of him. 
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Atttiochus Sidetes, king of .Syria, marched against 
him at the head of a powerful army, under pretence 
of delivering his brother Demetrius, who had been 
long, kept in captivity. After having defeated 
Phraates in three battles, he was himself overthrown 
and killed in the last, and his army entirely cut to 
pieces. Phraates in his turn, at the time he had 
formed the design of invading Syria, was attacked by 
the Scythians, and lost his life in a battle. 

A. M. ArtabanusIus uncle reigned in his stead, and. 

An* j 5 c 800n a ^ er- 

' 129 , ' His successor was Mithridates II., of whom 
Justin Says b that his great actions acquired him the 
surname of Great. 

He declared war against the Armenians, and 
by a treaty of peace which be made with them, he 

A, m obliged their king to send him his son Tigranes as a 

3909. hostage. The latter was afterwards set upon the 
Ant. J. C. throne of Armenia by the Parthians themselves, and 
9 ’ joined with Mithridates king of Poritus in the war 
against the Romans. 

A. M. Antiochus Eusebes .took refuge with Mithridates, 

3912. w ho re-established him in the possession of part of 
92 . C ^ ie kingdom of Syria two years after. 

A. M. It was the same Mithridates, as we shall see here- 

3914. after, who sent Orobazus to Sylla, to demand the 
AnuJ.C. ^ity and alliance of the Romans, and who caused 
him to be put to death on his-return, for having given 
precedence to Sylla. 

A. M. c Demetrius Eucheres, who reigned at Damascus, 
Antj'c besieging Philip bis brother in the city of Beraea, 
89 ,’ was defeated and taken by the Parthian troops sent 
to the aid,of Philip, and tarried prisoner to Mithri¬ 
dates, who treated him with all possible honours. 
He died there of a disease. 

A.M. Mithridates II. died, d after having reigned forty 
Anf'j C y ears > generally regretted by his subjects. The do- 
89.' 


Justin. 1. xxxviii. c. 3. Joseph. Antiq. xiii. 22. 

Btrab. 1. xi. p. 532. Plut. in Lucul. p. 300, &c. 
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mestic troubles with wjiich his death wa 3 followed, 
considerably weakened the Parthian empire, 'and 
made his loss still more sensibly felt. Tigranes re¬ 
entered upon all the provinces which he had given 
up to the Parthians, and took several others from 
them. He passed the Euphrates, and made himself 
master of Syria and Phoenicia. 

During these troubles, the Parthians elected 
Mnaskires, and, after him, Sinatr # occes, kings, 
of whom scarcely any thing more is known than their 
names. 

Phraates, the son of thfc Matter, was he who 
caused himself to be surnamed the god. Anf J^C 

He sent ambassadors to Lucullus, after the great "eg.' 
victory which the Romans had obtained over Tigra¬ 
nes. He held at the same time secret intelligence 
with the latter. It was at that time Mithridates 


wrote to him the letter which Sallust has preserved, 

Pompey having been appointed in the place of a. M. 
Lucullus, to terminate the war against' Mithridates, 3938. 
engaged Phraates in the party of the Romans. Ant g/' C 
The latter joins Tigranes the younger against his 
father, and breaks with Pompey. 

After Pompey ’s return to Rome, Phraates is killed A. M. 
by his own children. Mithridates his eldest son 3sH8> 
takes his place. 50 ' 

Tigranes king of Arrdenia dies almost at the same 
time. Artavasdes his son succeeds him. 


Mithridates, e expelled his klhgdom either by his 
own Subjects, to whom he had rendered himself 
odious, or by the ambition of his brother Orodes, 
applies to Gabmius, who commanded in Syria, to re* A. M. 
establish him upon the throne; but without effect. ^ 949 . 
He takes up arms in his own defence. Besieged in Ant 5 ' j ’ ' 
Babylon, and warmly pressed, he surrenders to 
Orodes, who, considering him only as an enemy, and 
not as a brother, causes him to be put- to death; by 


* Justin. 1. xfii. c. *. 
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which means Orodes becomes peaceable possessor 
of the throne. 

A. M. f But he found enough to employ him abroad, that 
Am J°C ^ reason t0 expect. Crassus had lately been 

nt j 4 1L ' created consul at Rome, for the second time, with 
Pompey. On the partition of the provinces, Syria 
fell to Crassus, who was exceedingly rejoiced upon 
that account; because it favoured the design he had 
formed of carrying the war into Parthia. When he 
was in company, even with people whom he scarce 
knew, he could not moderate his transports. Amongst 
his friends, with whom he was under less restraint, 
he even burst out into rhodomontades unworthy of 
his age and character, and seemed to be no longer 
the same man. He did not confine his views to the 
government of Syria, nor to the conquest of some 
neighbouring provinces, nor even to that of Parthia. 
He flattered himself with doing such things, as should 
make the great exploits of Lucullus against Tigranes, 
and those of Pompey against Mithridates, appear like 
child’s play in comparison with his. He had already 
over-run, in imagination, Bactriana and the Indies, 
and penetrated as far as the remotest seas, and the 
extremities of the East. However, in the instructions 
and powers which were given him, war against Par¬ 
thia was in no manner included; but all the world 
knew his design against it Was his darling passion. 
Such a beginning forebodes no success. 

His departure had besides something more' inau¬ 
spicious in it. One of the tribunes,, named Ateius, 
threatened to oppose his going; and to joined.by 
many people, who could not suffer him to set out, 
merely through wantonness, to make war against a 
people who had done the Romans no injury, and were 
their friends and allies. That tribune, in consequence, 
having in vain opposed the departure of Crassus, 
made haste to the gate of the city through wliich he 


f Plut. in Crass, p. 552, 5<H. 

* $ . 
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was to pass, and set a chafing-dish full of fire before 
him ; and as soon as Crassus came to the place, he 
threw perfumes, and poured libations into the pan, 
uttering over them the most terrible imprecations, 
which could not be heard without making all present 
shudder with horror, and of which the misfortunes of 
Crassus have been fegarded by many writers as the 
accomplishment. 

Nothing could stop him. Superior to all oppo¬ 
sition, he continued his march, arrive'd at Brand u- 
sium; and, thougB the sea was very tempestuous, 
embarked, and lost many of his.ships in his passage. 

When he arrived at Galatia, he had an interview 
with king Dejotarus, who, though far advanced in 
years, was at that time employed in building a new 
city. Upon which Crassus rallied him to this effect: 

“ King of the Galatians, you begin full late to build 
“ a city at the * twelfth hour of the day.” “And 
“ you, my lord,” replied Dejotartfs, “ are not over 
“ early in setting out to make war against the Par- 
« tbians.” For Crassus was at that time upwards of 
sixty years old, and his countenance made him look 
still older than he was. 

He had been informed* that there were consider¬ 
able treasures in the temple of Jerusalem, which Pom- 
pey had not ventured to touch. He believed it well 
worth his while to go a little out of his way to make 
himself master of them. He therefore marched thi¬ 
ther with his army. Besides the other riches, which 
amounted to very considerable sums, in the temple 
there was a beam of gold, inclosed and concealed in 
another of wood inade'hollow for Ijhat purpose: tins 
was known only to Eleazar, the priest, who kept the 
treasures of the sanctuary. This beam of gold weigh¬ 
ed three hundred min®, each .of which weighed two 
pounds and a half. Eleazar, who was apprised of the 
motive of Crassus’s march to Jerusalem, in order to 

l Joseph. Antiq. xiv. f 12. 

* The twelfth hour was the end of the dtf • 
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save the other riches, which were almost all of them 
deposited in the temple by private persons, discover¬ 
ed the golden beam to Crassus, and suffered him to 
take it away, after having made him take an oath 
not to meddle with the rest. Was he so ignorant as 
to imagine any thing sacred in the eyes of avarice ? 
Crassus took the beam of gold; and, notwithstanding, 
plundered the rest of the treasures, which amounted 
to about fifteen hundred thousand pounds sterling. 
He then continued his route. 

Every thing succeeded at first as happily as he 
could have expected. r He built a bridge over the 
Euphrates without any opposition, passed it with his 
army, and entered the Parthian territories. He in¬ 
vaded them without any other real motive for the war, 
than the insatiable desire of enriching himself by the 
plunder of a country which was supposed to be ex¬ 
tremely opulent. The Romans under Sylla, and af¬ 
terwards under Pompey, had made peace and several 
treaties with tbera. There had been no complaint of 
any infraction of these treaties, nor of any other en¬ 
terprise that could give a just pretext for a war. So 
that the Parthians expected nothing less than such an 
invasion; and not being upon their guard, had made 
no preparations for their defence. Crassus, in conse¬ 
quence, was master of the field, and' overran without 
■opposition the greatest part-of Mesopotamia. He 
took also several cities without resistance; and had fie 
known how to take advantage of the occasion, it had 
been easy for him to have penetrated as tar as Seleu- 
cia and Ctesiphon, to have seized them, and made 
himself master of all Babylonia, as he had done of 
Mesopotamia. But instead of pursuing his point, in 
the beginning of autumn, after having left seven 
thousand foot and a thousand horse to secure the ci¬ 
ties which had surrendered to him, he repassed the 
Euphrates, and put bis troops into winter-quarters in 
the cities of Syria, where his sole employment was to 
amass money, and to plupder temples. 

tie was joined there by his son, whom Caesar sent 
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to him out of Gaul, a young man who had already 
been honoured with several of the military crowns, 
which were given by generals to such as distinguished 
themselves by their valour. He brought with him a 
thousand chosen horse. 

Of all the faults committed by Crassus .in this 
expedition, which were all very considerable, the 
greatest undoubtedly, after that of having undertaken 
this war, was his hasty return into Syria. For he 
ought to have gone on without stopping! and to have 
seized Babylon and Seleucia, cities always at enmity 
with the Parthians, instead of .giving his enemies 
time to make preparations by his retfeat, which was 
the cause of his ruin. 

Whilst he was re-assembling all his troops from 
their winter-quarters, ambassadors from the king of 
Parthia arrived, who opened their commission in few 
words. They told him that if that army was sent by 
the Romans against the Parthians, the war could not 
be terminated by any treaty of peace, and could only 
be brought to a conclusion by the final ruin of the 
one or the other empire. That if, as they had been 
informed, it was only Crassus, ftho, contrary to the 
opinion of his country, and to satiate his private ava¬ 
rice, had taken arms against them, and entered one 
of their provinces, the king their master was well dis¬ 
posed to act with moderation in the affair, to take 
pity on the age of Crassus, and to suffer the Romans 
m bis dominions, who were rather/hut up, than keep¬ 
ing possession of cities, to depart with their lives and 
rings safe. They spoke no doubt of the garrisons 
which Crassus had left* in the conquered places, 

Crassus answered this discourse only with a rbodo- 
montade. He told them,’ “They should have his 
« answer »the city of Seleucia.” Upon which the 
most ancient of the ambassadors, named Vabises, 
nude answer, laughing and shewing him the palm of 
bis band; “Crassus, you will sooner see hair grow 
“ in the palm ofjny hand, than yon will see Seleucia. 
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The ambassadors retired, and went to give their king 
notice that he must prepare fbr war. 

A.M. As soon as the season would permit, 11 Crassus 
Ant* J 1 c t00 ^ t * ie The P a| dhans had time, during the 
5 3 ' ’ winter, to assemble a very great army to make 
• head against him. Orodes their king divided his 
troops, and marched in person with one part of them 
to the frontiers of Armenia: he sent the other into 
Mesopotamia, under the command of Surena. That 
general, upon his arrival there, retook several of the 
places of which Crassus had made himself master 
the year before. 

About the same time some Roman soldiers, who 
with exceeding difficulty had escaped out of the cities 
of Mesopotamia, where they had been in garrison, of 
which the Parthians had already retaken some, and 
were besieging the rest, came to Crassus, and re¬ 
lated things to him highly capable of disquieting and 
alarming him. They told him, that they had seen 
with their own eyes the incredible numbers of the 
enemy, and that they had also been witnesses of their 
terrible valour in the bloody attacks of the cities they 
besieged. They added, that they were troops not to 
be escaped when they pursued, nor overtaken when 
they fled; that their arrows, of an astonishing weight, 
and at the same time of an astonishing rapidity, were 
always attended with morfal wounds, against which 
it was impossible to guard. 

This discourse ipflnitely abated the courage and 
boldness of the Roman soldiers; who had imagined, 
that the Parthians differed in nothing from the Ar¬ 
menians and Cappadocians, wffiotn Lucullus had so 
easily overthrown;, and o flattered themselves, that 
the whole difficulty of the war would consist in the 
length of the way, and the pursuit of the enemy, who 
would never dare to come to blows with them* 
They notv saw, contrary to their expectation, that 
they were to undergo great battles and great 
h Wot. in Cran. p. I34. - 
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dangers. This discouragement rose so high that 
many of the principal 'officers were of opinion, that 
it was necessary- for Crassus, before he advanced 
farther, to assemble a council, in order to delibe¬ 
rate again upon the whole enterprise. But Crassus 
listened to no other advice than that of those who 
pressed him to begirwhis march, and to make all pos¬ 
sible expedition. 

What encouraged him the most, and confirmed 
him in that resolution, was the arrivahof Artabasus 
king of Armenia. »He brought with him a body of 
six thousand horse, which were part of his guards; 
adding that, besides these, he had ten thousand 
cuirassiers, and thirty thousand foot, at his service. 
But he advised him to take great care not to march 
his army into the plains of Mesopotamia, and told 
him, that he must enter the enemy’s country by the 
way of Armenia; the reasons with which he enforced 
this advice, were, that Armenia,, being a moun¬ 
tainous country, the Parthian cavalry,.in which the 
greatest strength of their army consisted, would be 
rendered entirely useless to them: that if they took 
this route he should be in a condition to supply the 
army with all necessaries ; instead of which, if they 
marched by the way of Mesopotamia, convoys would 
fail, and he would have a powerful army in bis front 
on all the marches it v^ould be necessary for him to 
take, before be could penetrate to the centre-of the 
enemy’s dominions; that in thgse plains, thd horse 
would have all possible advantages against him; and, 
lastly, that he must cross several sandy deserts, 
where the troops might be in great distress for 
want of water and, provisions. The advice was ex¬ 
cellent, and the reasons unanswerable; but Crassus, 
blinded, by Providence, who intended to punish 
the sacrilege he Itad committed in plundering the 
temple of Jerusalem, despised ail that was said to 
him. He only desired Artabasus, who was return¬ 
ing into his dominions, to bring him his troops as 
soon as possible. 

VOL. vn. 2 h 
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I have said, that Providence blinded Crassus, 
which is self-evident in a great measure. But a 
Pagan writer makes the same remark: this is Dion 
Cassius, a very judicious historian, and at the same 
time a military man. He says, that the Romans, 
under Crassus, “ had no salutary view, and were 
“ either ignorant upon all occasions of what was 
“ necessary to be done, or in no condition to exe- 
“ cute it; so that one would have thought, that, con- 
“ demned and persecuted by some divinity, they 
“ could neither make use of their*-bodies nor minds.” ' 
That Divinity was pnknown to Dion. It was He 
whom the Jewish nation adored, and who avenged 
the injury done to his temple. 

Crassus made haste, therefore, to set forward. 
He had seven legions of foot, near four thousand 
horse, and as many light-armed.soldiers and archers, 
which-amounted in all to more than forty thousand 
men; that is to say, one of the finest armies the 
Romans ever, set on foot When his troops were 
passing the bridge he had laid over the river Eu¬ 
phrates, near the city of Zeugma, a dreadful storm 
of thunder arid lightning drove in the face of the sol¬ 
diers, as if to prevent them from going on. At the 
same time a black cloud, out of which burst an im¬ 
petuous whirlwind, attended with thunder-claps and 
lightning, fell upon the bridge and broke down a part 
of it. The troops, were seized with fear and sadness. 
He endeavoured to,re-animate them as well as be 
was able, promising them with an oath, that they 
should march back by the way of Armenia: and 
concluded his discourse with'assuring them, that not 
one of them should return that way. Those last 
words, which were ambiguous, and had escaped him 
very imprudently, threw the whole army into the 
greatest trouble and dismay. Crassus well knew-tee 
bad eieet they had produced: but out of a spirit of 
obstinacy and haughtiness, he neglected te-remedy it, 
by explaining tee sense of these words, to re-assure 
the timorous. 
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He made bis troops advance along the Euphrates* 
His scouts, whom he had sent out for intelligence* 
shortly returned, and reported, that there was not a 
single man to be seen in the country, but that they 
had found the marks of abundance of horse which 
seemed to have fled suddenly, as if they had beeh 
pursued. 

Upon this advice, Crassus confirmed himself in 
his hopes; and his soldiers began to despise the Par- 
thians, as men that would never have cotirage to stand 
'a charge, and conife to an engagement with them. 
Cassius advised him at least to approach some town, 
where they had a garrison, in order lo rest the army 
a little, and have time to learn the true number of 
the enemies, their force, and what designs they had 
in view; of, if Crassus did not approve that counsel, 
to march along the Euphrates towards Seleueia; be* 
cause, by always keeping upon the bahks of that 
river, he would put it out of the power of the Par* 
thian cavalry to surround him: and that "with the fleet 
which might follow him, provisions might be always 
brought from Syria, and all othg* things of which the 
army might stand in need. This Cassius was Cras* 
suss quaestor, and the same who afterwards killed 
Ctesar. 

Crassus, after having considered this advice, was 
upon the point of complying with it, when a chief of 
the Arabians, named Ariamnes, came in unexpect* 
edly, and had the address to n»ake him approve a 
quite different plan. That Arab had formerly served 
under Pompey, and was known by many of the 
Roman soldiers, who looked upon him as a friend, 
Surerta found him, from this circumstance, admirably 
qualified to play the part he gave him. Accordingly, 
when he was Conducted to Crassus, he informed him, 
that the Parthian* Would not look the Roman army 
hi the face; that Ha name alone had already spread 
an universal terror among their troops; and that there 
wanted tw more for the obtaining a complete victory, 
than to march directly op to them, and give them 

4 »« 
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battle. He offered to be their guide himself, and t* 
carry thenj the shortest way.* Crassus, blinded by 
his flattery, and deceived, by a man who knew how 
to give a specious turn to what he proposed, fell into 
the snare, notwithstanding the pressing entreaties 
of Cassius, and some others, who suspected that im¬ 
postor’s design. * 

Crassus would hearken to nobody. The traitor 
Ariamnes, after having persuaded him to -draw off 
from the bafiks of the Euphrates, conducted him 
across the plain by a way at first level and easy, but * 
which at length became difficult, from the deep 
sands, in which the army found itself engaged in 
the midst of a vast country all bare and parched, 
where the eye, could discover neither end nor 
boundary, where the troops might hope to find rest 
and refreshment. If thirst, and the fatigue of the 
way, discouraged the Romans, the prospect of the 
country alone threw them into a despair still more 
terrible: for-they could perceive neither near them, 
nor at a distance, the least tree, plant, or brook ; 
not so much as a hill, nor a single blade of grass; 
nothing was to be seen all round but heaps of burn¬ 
ing sand. 

This gave just reason to suspect some treachery, 
of which the arrival of couriers from Artabasus ought 
to have fully convinced them. That prince in¬ 
formed Crassus, that king Orodes bad invaded his, 
dominions with a great army; that the war he had 
to maintain, prevented him from sending the aid, 
he had promised; but that he advised him to ap¬ 
proach Armenia, in order th'ht they might unite their 
forces against the common enemy:' that, if he 
would not follow that advice, he cautioned him at 
least to avoid, in his marches and encampments, 
the open plains, and such places as were commodi¬ 
ous for the horse, and to keep always close to the 
mountains. Crassus, instead of giving ear to these 
wise counsels, inveighed against those that gave 
them; and without vouchsafing tq write an apswer 



ALEXANDERS SUCCESSORS. 469 

to Artabasus, be only told his couriers, “ I have not 
“ time at present to C 9 nsider the affairs of Armenia; 

“ I shall go thither soon, and shall then»punish'Ar- 
“ tabasus for his treachery.” 

Crassus was so infatuated with his Arab, and so 
blinded by his artful suggestions, that he had conti¬ 
nued to follow him without the least distrust, notwith¬ 
standing all the advice that was given him, till he had 
brought him into the sandy desert we have mentioned. 

The traitor then made his escape, aqd went to give 
Surena an account.of what he had done. 

After a march of some days in a desert and enemy’s 
country, where it was difficult? to have any intelli¬ 
gence, the scouts came in full speed to inform Cras¬ 
sus, that a very numerous army of the Parthians was 
advancing with great order and boldness to attack 
him immediately. That news threw the whole 
camp into great trouble and consternation. Crassus 
was more affected with it than the rest. He made 
all possible haste to draw up his army in battle. At 
first, following the advice of Cassius* he extended 
his infantry as far as he could, that it might take up 
the more ground, and make it«difficult for the enemy 
to surround him; and he posted all his cavalry upon 
the wings. But afterwards he changed his opinion, 
and drawing up his foot in close order, he made them 
form a large hollow square, facing on all sides, of 
which each flank had twelve # cohorts in front. Every 
cohort had a company of horse near it, in order that, 
each part being equally sustained by the cavalry, the 
whole body might charge with greater security and 
boldness. He gave oije of the wings to Cassius, the 
other to his son the younger Crassus, and posted 
himself in the centre. ; 

They advanced in this order to the banks of a 
brook which had not much water, but was how- 

* The Roman cohort was a body of infarttry consisting of fir* 
or six hundred men; and differed very httie from what is now 
called a battalion. 
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•W highly grateful to the soldiers, from the exceed* 
Wg drought and excessive hea£, 

Must of.tbe officers were of opinion, that it was 
proper to encamp in this plaee, to give the troops 
time to recover from the extraordinary fatigues they 
had undergone in a long and painful march, and to 
rest there during the night; that in the mean time, 
lU possible endeavours should be used to get in¬ 
telligence of the enemy, and that when their number 
and disposition were known, they should attack them 
the next day. But Crassus suffering himself to be 
carried away by the ardour of his 'son, and of the ca¬ 
valry under his commaftd, who pressed him to lead 
theta agaiast the enemy, gave orders, that all who 
had occasion, should take their refreshment under 
arms in their ranks; and scarce allowing them time 
foe that purpose, he commanded them to march, 
and led them on, not slowly, and halting some* 
phases, but with rapidity, and as fast as they could 
move, till they came in view of the enemy. Con¬ 
trary to their bxpeotatioo, they did not appear either 
m numerous or so terrible, as they had been re¬ 
presented, which was-a stratagem of Surena’s. He 
had concealed the greatest part of bis battalions be¬ 
hind the advanced troops, and to prevent their being 
perceived by the brightness of their arms, he had 
give® them orders to cover themselves with their vests 
or with skins. c 

When they approached and were ready to charge, 
the Parthian general ‘had no sooner given the signal 
of battle than the whole held resounded with dread- 
fel arias, and the most horrid noise. For the Par¬ 
thian* did oat excite their troops to battle with 
horns or trumpets, but made use of a great number 
•f hollow instruments, covered with leather, and 
'having balls of brass round them, which they struck 
violently against each other; and the noise made by 
these instruments was harsh and terrible, and seemed 
like the wring; of wSd beasts* joined with claps of 
thunder. Those barbarians nad well observed, that 
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of all the senses none disorders the soul more than 
the hearing: that it strikes upon, and affects it the 
most immediately, and is the most sudden in making 
it in a manner confused and distracted. 

The trouble and dismay into which this noise had 
thrown the Romans, were quite different when the 
Parthians, throwing off on a sudden the covering of 
their arms, appeared all on fire, from the exceeding 
brightness of their helmets and cuirasses, which were 
of burnished steel, and glittered like sun-beams, and 
to which the furnjture and armour of their horses 
added not a little. At their head appeared Surena, 
handsome, well made, of ad advaptageous stature, 
and of a much greater reputation for valour than the 
effeminacy of his mien seemed to promise. For he 
was painted after the fashion of the Medes, and, like 
them, wore his hair curled and dressed with art; 
whereas the other Parthians still persevered in wear¬ 
ing theirs after the manner of the Scythians, much 
neglected, and such as nature gave them, in order to 
appear more terrible. 

At first the barbarians were for charging the Ro¬ 
mans with their pikes, and endeavoured to penetrate 
and break the front ranks; but having observed the 
depth of the hollow square so well closed and even, in 
which the troops stood firm and supported each other 
successfully, they fell back and retired in a seeming 
confusion, as if their order of battle were' broken. 
Bat the Romans were much astonished to see on a 
sadden their whole army surAiunded on all sides. 
Grassus immediately gave orders for his archers and 
light-armed foot to chvge them; but they could not 
execute those orders long; for they were compelled 
by a shower of arrows to Yetire, and cover themselves 
behind their heavy-armed-foot. 

Their disorder and dismay now began, when they 
experienced the rapidity and force of those arrows, 
a gain*, which no armour was proof, and which pene¬ 
trated alike whatever they hit. The Parthians divid¬ 
ing, applied themselves on ail sides to shooting at a 
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distance without its being possible for them to miss, 
even though they had endeavoured it, so close were 
the Roman* embattled. They did dreadful execution, 
and made deep wounds, because as they drew their 
bows to the utmost, the strings discharged their arrows, 
which were of an extraordinary weight, with an impe¬ 
tuosity and force that nothing could resist. 

The Romans, attacked in this manner on all sides 
by the enemy, knew not in what manner to act. 
If they continued firm in their ranks, they were 
wounded mortally, and if they quitted them to charge 
the enemy, they could do them no hurt, and suffered 
no less than befqre. Tlfe Parthians fled before them, 
and kept a continual .discharge as they retired; for 
of all nations in the world they were the iiiost ex¬ 
pert in that exercise after the Scythians : an opera¬ 
tion in reality very wisely conceived; since by flying 
they saved their lives, and by fighting, avoided the 
infamy of flight. 

As long as the Romans had hopes that the bar¬ 
barians, after k having exhausted all their arrows, 
would either give over the fight, or come to blows 
with, them hand to hand, they supported their dis¬ 
tress with valour .and resolution; but when they 
perceived that in the rear of the enemy, there were 
camels laden with arrows, whither those who had 
exhausted their quivers wheeled about to replenish 
them, Crassus, losing almost a'll courage, sent orders 
to his son to endeavour, whatever it cost him, to 
join the enemy, beforfe he was entirely surrounded 
by them; for they were principally intent against 
him, and. were wheeling about to take him in the 
rear. 

Young Crassus, therefore? at the head of thirteen 
hundred horse, five hundred archers, and * eight co¬ 
horts armed wfith round bucklers, wheeled about 
against those who endeavoured to surround him. The 
latter, whether, they were afraid to stand the charge 

These formed four or five thousand men. 
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of a body of troops that came on with so good an 
aspect, or whether they designed to draw off young 
Crassus, as far as they could from his father, imme¬ 
diately faced about and fled. Young Crassus upon 
that, crying out as loud as he could, “ They don’t 
stand us,” pushed on full speed after them. The 
foot, animated by the* example of the horse, piqued 
themselves upon not staying behind, and followed 
them at their heels, carried on by their eagerness, 
and the joy which the hopes of victory gave them. 
•They firmly believed they had conquered, and had 
nothing to do but to pursue, till being at a great dis¬ 
tance from their main body, they .discovered the 
stratagem; for those who had seemed to fly, faced 
about, and being joined by many other troops, came 
on to charge the Romans. 

Young Crassus thereupon made his troops halt, 
in hopes that the enemy, upon seeing .their small 
number, would not fail to attack .them, and come 
to close fight. But those barbarians contented 
themselves with opposing him in front with their 
heavy-armed horse, and sent out detachments of 
their" light horse, that wheeling about, and sur¬ 
rounding them on all sides without joining them, 
poured in a perpetual flight of arrows upon them. 
At the same time, by stirring up the heaps of sand, 
they raised so thick a dust, that the Romans could 
neither see nor speak to one another; and being pent 
up in a narrow space, and keeping close order, they 
were a mark for every arrbw shot at them, and died 
by a slow, but cruel death. For finding their entrails 
pierced, and not being aide to support the pain they 
suffered, they rolled themselves upon the sands with 
the arrows in their bodies,*and expired in that man¬ 
ner in exquisite torments; or endeavouring to tear 
out by force the bearded points of the arrow's, which 
had penetrated through their veins and nerves, they 
only made their wounds the larger, and increased 
their pain. 


m 
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Most of them died in this manner; and those who 
were still alive were no longer in any-condition to 
act For when young Cragsus exhorted them to 
charge the heavy-armed horse, they showed him their 
hands nailed to their bucklers, and their feet pierced 
through and through and riveted to the ground; so 
that it was equally impossibly for them either to 
defend themselves or fly. Putting himself therefore 
at the head of his horse, he made a vigorous charge 
upon that heavy-armed body covered with iron, and 
threw himself boldly amongst the,squadrons, but with 
great disadvantage, as well in attacking as defending. 
For bis troops with 1 weak and short javelins struck 
against armour either of excellent steel, or very hard 
leather; whereas the barbarians charged tire Gauls, 
who were either naked or lightly armed, with goal 
and strong spears. These Gauls were troops in 
whom young Crassus placed the greatest confidence, 
and with whom he did most wonderful exploits. For 
those troops took bold of the spears of the Parthians, 
ami closing with them, seized them by the neck, and 
threw them off their horses upon the ground, where 
they lay without power to stir, from the exceeding 
weight of their arms. Several of the Gauls quitting 
their horses, erept under those of the enemy, and 
thrust their swords into their bellies. The horses, 
Wild with the pain, plunged and reared, and throwing 
off their riders, trampled them under foot as well as 
the enemy, and fell.dead upon both. 

But what gave the Gaels most trouble, was the 
heat and thirst; for they were not accustomed to sup¬ 
port them. They lost also the greatest part of their 
horses, which running precipitately upon that heavy- 
armed body; killed themselves upon their spears, 
they were obliged therefore to retire to their infantry, 
•ad to carry off young Crassus, who had received se* 

. wand daageronff wounds. 

Upon their way they saw, at a small distance, a 
tiling bank of sand, to which they retired- They 
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fastened their horses in the centre, and made an 
enclosure with their bucklers, by way of entrench¬ 
ment, in hopes that it would assist them con¬ 
siderably in defending themselves against the bar¬ 
barians ; but it happened quite otherwise. For in 
a level spot, the front covered tire rear, and gave 
it some relaxationwhereas upon this, hill, the 
inequality of the ground shewing them over each 
Other’s heads, and those in the rear most, they were 
all exposed to the enemy’s shot So,that, unable 
.to avoid the arrows* which the barbarians showered 
continually upon them, they were all equally struck 
by them, and deplored their iftibappy destiny, in 
perishing thus miserably, without being able to make 
use of their arms, or to give the enemy proofs of their 


Young Crassus had two Greeks with him, who 
bad settled in that country in the city of Carr®. 
Those two young men, touched with compassion 
to see him in so bad a condition, pressed him to 
make off with them, and to retire into the city 

of Ischnes, which had espoused the party of the Ro¬ 
mans, and was at no great distance. But he replied, 
“ that no fear of any death, however cruel, could 
induce him to abandon so many brave men, who 
died through love for him.” A noble sentiment m a 
young nobleman l He ordered them to make off as. 
fast as they could, awT embracing them, dismissed 
to the service. For himself, not being able to 
make use of his hand, which was shot througb wUh 
an arrow, be commanded one of bis domestics to 
thrust his, sword tbrough.bim, and Rented Ins side 
to him. The. principal officers killed themselves, and 
many of those that reBltnei »Uu>, SghOog 

The **--*^5 

about five hundred prisoners}aft 6 * having c 

-«W i—•*"* 

^XheUtter, altohaving<«lMe4 

tine Fartfcians* and received advice that they 
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put to the rout, and were pursued vigorously, had 
resumed some courage, and the more, because those 
who opposed him, seemed to abate considerably of 
their ardour; for the greatest part of them were gone 
with the rest against young Crassus. Wherefore, 
drawing his army together, he retired to a small hill 
in his rear, in hopes that his son would speedily re¬ 
turn from the pursuit. 

Of a great number of officers, sent successively by 
his son to inform him of the danger he was in, the 
greatest part had fallen into tha hands of the bar¬ 
barians, who had put them to the sword. Only the 
last, who had'escaped with great difficulty, got 
to his presence, and declared to him that his son was 
lost, if he did not send him directly a powerful rein¬ 
forcement. Upon this news, Crassus was struck with 
such a diversity of afflicting thoughts, and his reason 
thereby so much disturbed, that he was no longer 
capable of seeing or hearing any thing. However, 
the desire of, saving his son and the army, determined 
him to go to his aid, and he ordered the troops to 
march. 

At that very instant the Parthians, who were re¬ 
turning from the defeat of young Crassus, arrived 
with great cries and songs of victory, which from far 
apprised the wretched father of his misfortune. The 
barbarians, carrying the head of young Crassus upon 
the end of a spear, approached the Romans, and in¬ 
sulting them with the most scornful bravadoes, asked 
them of what family that young Roman was, Und who 
were his relations; “ For,” said they, “it is impossi¬ 
ble that a young man of sisch extraordinary valour 
and bravery should be the son of so base and 
eowardly a father as Crassus.” 

This sight exceedingly dispirited the Romans, and 
instead of exciting the height of anger, and the desire 
of revenge in them, as might have been expected, froze 
them with terror and dismay. Crassus, however, 
shewed more constancy and courage on his disgrace 
than he bad done befbrh: and* running through the 
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ranks he cried out, “ Romans, this mournful spectacle 
“ concerns me alone. The fortune and glory of Rome 
“ are still invulnerable and invincible, whilst you con- 
“ tinue firm and intrepid. If you have any compas- 
“ sion for a father who has just now lost a son, whose 
“ valour you admired, let it appear in your rage and 
“ resentment against the barbarians. Deprive them 
“ of their insolent joy, punish their cruelty, and do 
“ not' suffer yourselves to be cast down by my misfor- 
“ tune. There is a necessity for experiencing some 
“ loss, when we aspire at great achievements. Lucul- 
“ lus did not defeat Tigranes, «nqr Scipio Antiochus, 
“ without its costing them some blobtl. It is after 
“ the greatest defeats that Rome has acquired the 
“ greatest victories. It is not by the favour of fortune 
“ she has attained to so high a degree of power, but 
“ by her patience and fortitude in supporting herself 
“ with vigour against adversity.” 

Crassus endeavoured by remonstrances of this kind 
to re-animate his troops; but when he had given 
them orders to raise the cry of battle, he perceived 
the general discouragement of his army even in that 
cry itself, which was faint, unequal, and timorous; 
whereas, that of the enemy was bold, full, and 
strenuous. 

The charge being given, the light-horse of the 
Parthians dispersed themselves upon the wings of 
the Romans, and taking them in fiank, over¬ 
whelmed them with their arrow*, whilst the heavy 
cavalry attacked them in tront, and obliged them 
to close up in one compact body; except those 
who, to avoid the arrows, the wounds of which 
occasioned a long and painful death, had the courage 
to throw themselves upon the horse, like men in 
despair. Though’they did not do them much hurt, 
their audacity was attended with this advantage; it 
occasioned their dying immediately, by the large 
and deep wounds they received. For the barbarians 
thrust their lances through .their bodies with such 
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force and vigour, that they often pierced two at 
once. ' 

After having fought in that manner the remainder 
of the day, when night came oti the barbarians re* 
tired; saying, they would grant Crassus only that 
night to lament for his son, unless he should find it 
more expedient to consult his dwn safety, and prefer 
going voluntarily to their king Arsaces, to being 
dragged before him. They then encamped in the 
presence of tfie Roman army, in the firm expectation 
that the next day they should ttfeet with little or no' 
difficulty in completing its defeat. 

This was a terrible night for the Romans. They 
had no thoughts either of interring their dead, or of 
dressing their wounded, of whom the greatest partdied 
in the most horrible tormentB. Every man was solely 
intent upon his own particular distress. For they alt 
saw plainly that they could not escape, whether they 
waited for day in camp, or ventured during the 
night to throw themselves into that immense plain 
of Which they saw no end. Besides which, in the 
tetter choice, their wpunded gave them great trouble. 
For to carry them off would be very difficult, and 
extremely retard their flight; and if they were left 
behind, it was not to be doubted but they would dis¬ 
cover the departure of the army by their cries and la¬ 
mentations. 

Though they were perfectly sensible that Crassus 
alone was the eaufo of all their misfortunes, they 
however were unanimous in desiring to see his face, 
and to hear his voice. But be lying upon the ground* 
in aft obscure corner, with life head covered in his 
cloak, was to the vulgat, says Plutarch, a great 
example of the testability of fortune; to wise and 
considerate persons, a still greater instance of the 
perrdetoes effects of temerity and ambition, which had 
Minded him to such a degree, that he could not boar 
tube teas at Roms than the first and greatest of .so 
many miftioos of men* sad thought himself low add 
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mean, because there were two above him, Cassar and 
Pompey. 

Octavius, one of his lieutenants, and Cassius ,ap* 
proached him, and endeavoured to make him rise, and 
to console and encourage him: but seeing him en¬ 
tirely depressed with the weight of his affliction, and 
deaf to all consolaticm and remonstrance, they as¬ 
sembled the principal officers, and held a council of 
war directly; and it being their unanimous opinion, 
that it was necessary to retire immediately, they de- 
tamped without sound of trumpet. This was done at 
first with great silence. But soqp after, the sick and 
wounded who could not follow, perceiving themselves 
abandoned, filled the camp with tumult and confusion, 
cries, shrieks, and horrible lamentations; so that the 
troops who marched foremost were seized with trouble 
and terror, imagining the enemy were coming on 
to attack them. By frequently turning back, and 
drawing up again in order of battle, or busying 
themselves in setting the wounded, who followed 
them, upon the beasts of burden, and in dismount¬ 
ing such as were less sick, they lost considerable 
time. There were only three hundred horse, under 
the command of Ignatius, who did not stop, and 
arrived about midnight at the city of Carras. Igna¬ 
tius called to the sentinels upon the walls, and 
when they answered, bade them go to Coponius, 
who commanded in the place, and tell him that 
Crassus had fought a great battle *ith the Parthians ; 
and without saying any more, or letting them know 
who he was, he pushed on with all possible expedi¬ 
tion to the bridge which Crassus had laid over the 
Euphrates, and saved his trQops by that means. Bat 
he was very much blamed for having abandoned his 

^ However, the message he had sent to Coponius 
by three guards, was of great service to Crassus. 
For that governor, wisely conjecturing from the 
manner in which tbe unknown person had given hrai 
that intelligence, that it implied some disaster, gave 
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orders immediately for the garrison to stand to their 
arms. And when he was r informed of the way 
Crassus had taken, he marched out to meet him, and 
conducted him and his army into the city. The 
Parthians, though well informed of his flight, would 
not pursue him in the dark. But early the next 
morning, they entered the cawnp, and put all the 
wounded who had been left there, to the number of 
four thousand, td the sword; and their cavalry being 
dispersed over the plain after those who fled, took 
great numbers of them, whom they found straggling 
on all sides. (> , 

One of Cra&us’s lieutenants, named Vargunteius, 
having separated in the night from the main body of 
the army with four cohorts, missed his wav, and was 
found the next morning upon a small eminence by 
the barbarians, who attacked him. He defended 
himself with great valour, but was at length over¬ 
powered by multitudes, and all his soldiers killed, 
except twenty, who with sword in hand fell on the 
enemy in despair, in order to open themselves a 
passage throughithem. The barbarians were so much 
astonished at their bravery, that out of admiration of 
it, they opened, and gave them a passage. They ar¬ 
rived safe at Carrae. 

At the same time Surena received false advice, that 
Crassus had escaped with .his best forces, and that 
those who had retired to Carrae were only a body of 
troops collected from all quarters; that were not worth 
the trouble of pursuing. Surena, believing the re¬ 
ward of his victory lost, but still uncertain whether 
it was or not, desired to b£ better informed, in order 
that he might resolve, .either to besiege Carrae, if 
Crassus was there, or to pursue him if he had quitted 
it. He therefore dispatched one oT his interpreters, 
who spoke both languages perfectly well, with orders 
to approach the walls of Carrae, and in the Romani 
language to desire to speak with Crassus himself, or 
Cassius, and to say that Surena demanded a confer¬ 
ence with them. 
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The interpreter having executed his orders, CrassuS 
accepted the proposal with joy. Soon after some 
Arabian soldiers came from the barbarians, who 
knew Crassus and Cassius by sight, from having 
seen them in the camp before the battle. Those 
Soldiers approached the place, and seeing Cassius 
upon the walls, they told him, that Surena was in¬ 
clined to treat with them, and permit them to retire, 
upon condition that they would continue in amity 
with the king his master, and abandon Mesopotamia 
lo him: that this proposal was more advantageous for 
both parties, than to proceed to, the last extremities. 

Cassius acceded to this offer, and demanded that 
the time and place for an interview between Surena 
and Crassus should immediately be fixed. The 
Arabians assured him that they would go and do their 


utmost to that effect, and withdrew. 

Surena, overjoyed with keeping his prey in a 
place from whence it could not escape, marched 
thither the next day with his Parthians, who talked 
at first with extreme haughtiness, and declared that 
if the Romans expected any favourable terms from 
them, they must previously deliver up Crassus and 
Cassius bound hand and foot into their hands. The 
Romans, enraged at such flagrant deceit, told Crassus 
that it was necessary to renounce all remote ana 
vain hopes of aid from the Armenians, and fly that 
very night, without losing a moments, time. It 
was highly important that not one^rf the inhabitants 
of Carr® should know of this design, till the instant 
of its execution. But Andromachus, one of the 
citizens, was informed of* it first, and by Crassus 
himself, who confided it to him, and chose him tor 
his guide, relying very injudiciously upon his fidelity. 

'Hie Parthians consequently were not long before 
they were fully apprised of the whole plan by means 
of that traitor. But as it was not their custom to 
engage in the night, the impostor, to prevent Crassus 
from getting so much ground as might make it nn- 
voi.. tii. * 1 
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possible fox the Persians ji# ,come up with him? led 
the Kotpfktis sometimes hy^pe way,. sometimes by 
pother, '.and at fengtb brought the#} into 4&p 
marshy grounds, and places intersected with great 
ditches, where it was very difficult to march, md 
npcessary jto make a great many turnings and find¬ 
ings to extricate themselves out of that labyrinth. 

There were some who, suspecting that ft was with 
no good design that Andrqmacbus made them g° 
backwards and forwards in that manner, refused at 
last to follow him, and Cassiu^ himself returned to¬ 
wards Cafrffi. By hasty marches he escaped into 
Syria with five hundred horse. Most of therest, who 
had ttusty guides, gained the pass of the mountains, 
called the Sinnachian mountains, and were in a plapf 
of safety before the break of day. The latter might 
be about five thousand men, under the command of 
Octavius. 

As for Crassus, the day overtook him, while he was 


still embarrassed, by the contrivance of the perfidipuf 
An.drpmachus, in those marshy and difficult places, 
$e had with him four cohorts pf foot awd with 
rpund bucklers, a few horse, apd fiye ljctors who par¬ 
ried the fasces before him* 
fie af fength came into fhp main road, after abun¬ 
dance pf trouble and difficulty, when the enemy were 
flmpst upon him, and he had np more than tw^y* 
stadia fp maiph, ip orderto join the tropps upper 
Pctayius. AH hecpuld do was fp gain as SQpn U 
possible another summit pf those mountains, }e$f 

impracticable tq the burse? and in ponsnanw n<# 

19 secure. This was under that 9 fi tb e §\ nn Q&W. 
mpuntai"^ to which it was joined by a lung chain 
Of mnrtn? that filled hr all the space between 

t em* Qptayms therefore saw plainly the danger 
at tbreat^ppd praams, and d^mM first himself 
jpift th°s e ant'pen^j wnb a smaif number 4 
' ‘ •« $ his aid* pf w m? Wwti hi 
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cowardice, lew to his assistance. Upon their arrival 
they charged the barbadians so roughly, that they 
obliged them to abandon the hill. Alter that they 
placed Grasses m the midst of them, and forming a 
kind of rampart for him with their bucklers, they de¬ 
clared fiercely that not an arrow of the enemy should 
approach their general body till they were all dead 
round him fighting in his defence. 

Surena, seeing that the Parthians, already repulsed, 
went on with less vigour to the attack, and that if the 
sight came on, and,the Romans should gam the 
mountains, it would be impossible for him to take 
them, had again recourse to 'stratagem to amuse 
Crassus. He gave secret orders, that some prison¬ 
ers should be set at liberty, after having posted a 
number of his soldiers around them, who, seeming 
in discourse together, said, as the general report of 
the army, that the king was much averse to con- 
tinuin« war with the Romans; that, on the contrary, 
his design «M to cultivate their amity,and to give 
them proofs of his favourable incimaUOtB, by treat 
ins Crassus with great humanity. And that their 
deeds might agree with their words, as soon as the 
pr^ners^were released, the barbarians retired from 
the fight and Sureoa, advancing peaceably with 
Ws mSndpal officers towards the hill, with his bow 
unstrung, and arms extended, invited Crassusi to come 
Sown and treat of an Accommodation He sai£ 
with a loud voice, That contrary to the king his 
master’s will, and through the i&essUy of a just 
defence, he tad made them experience the 
power of the Parthian arrns; hut that at 
was disposed to treat them with mildtws 
by granting them .peace, and giving them hberty t 

Jtire with entire'security on-h» !'»'<• 
observed on more than one occasion, that P 
coliar characteristic ofjhese bartenaM was^ Pj 

- their engagements upon such occa 
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The troops of Crassus lent a willing ear to this 
discourse of Surena’s, and expressed exceeding joy 
at it; hut Crassus, who had experienced nothing 
but deceit and perfidy from the barbarians, and to 
whom so sudden a change was very suspicious, did 
not easily give into it, and deliberated with his 
friends. The soldiers began to call out to him, and 
to urge him to accept the interview. From thence 
they proceeded to outrage and reproaches : and went 
so far as to accuse him of cowardice; charging him 
with exposing them to be slaughtered by enemies 
with whom he had not so much as the courage to 
speak, when they appeared unarmed before him. 

Crassus at first had recourse to entreaties, and 
remonstrated to them, that by maintaining their 
ground for the rest of the day, upon the eminence* 
and difficult places where they then were, they 
might easily escape when night came on: he even 
shewed them the way, and exhorted them not to 
frustrate such 'hopes of their approaching safety. 
But seeing they grew outrageous, that they were 
ready to mutiny, and, by striking their sword* 
upon their shields,,even menaced him; apprehend¬ 
ing that commotion, he began to descend, and 
turning about, he said only these few words: 
“ Octavius, and you Petronius, with all the officers 
“and captains here present, you see the necessity 
“ I am under of taking & step I would willingly 
“ avoid, and are witnesses of the indignities and 
“ violence I suffefc But I beg you, when you have 
“ retired in safety, that you will tell all the world, 
11 for the honour of Rome our common mother, 
“ that Crassus perished, ’deceived by the enemy, 
“ and not abandoned by his citizens,” Octavius 
and Petronius could not resolve to let him go 
alone, but went down the hill with him, when 
Crassus dismissed his lictors, who would have fol¬ 
lowed him. 

The first persons the barbarians sent to him were 
two Greeks, who, demounting from their horses, 
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saluted him with profound respect, and told him in 
the Greek tongue, that he had only to send some of 
his attendants, and Surena would satisfy them, that 
himself, and those with him, came without arms, and 
with all the fidelity and good intentions possible. 
Crassus replied, that had he set the least value upon 
his life, he should not hive come to put himself into 
their hands; and sent two brothers, named Roscius, 
to know only upon what foot they should treat, and 
in what number. 

’Surena caused those’two brothers to be seized and 
kept prisoners; and advancing orfberseback, follow¬ 
ed by the principal officers of his army, as soon as 
he perceived Crassus, “ What do I see ?” said he: 
“ What! the general of the Romans on foot, and 
“ ourselves on horseback! Let a horse be brought 
“ for him immediately.” He imagined that Crassus 
appeared in that manner before him out of respect. 
Crassus replied, “That there was no* reason to be 
“ surprised that they came to an interview, each after 
“ the # custom of his own country.” “ Very good,” 
returned Surena; “ from henceforthlgt there be atreaty 
“ of peace between king Orodes and the Romans: but 
“ we must go to prepare and sign the articles of it 
“ upon the banks of the Euphrates. Foryou Romans,” 
added he, “ do not always remember your conven- 
“ tions.” At the same time he held out his hand to 
him. Crassus would have sent fora horse; but Surena 
told him there was no occasion for it, dnd that the king 
made him a present of that. 

A horse was immediately presented to him, which 
had a golden bit; and the king’s officers taking him 
round the middle set him upon it, surrounded him, 
and began to strike the horse to make him go for¬ 
wards faster. Octavius was the first, who, offended 
at such behaviour, took the horse by the bridle. 

* Amongst the Romani the consul alwayi marched on foot, at 
the head of the infantry. 
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Petronius seconded him, and afterwards all the pest 
of bis attendants, who came round him, and endea¬ 
voured to stop the horse, and to make those retire 
by force who pressed close on Crassus. At first 
they pushed against each other with great tumult 
and disorder, and afterwards came to blows. Octa¬ 
vius, drawkag his sword, kifled a grown of one of 
those barbarians. At the same time another of them 
gave Octavius a great stroke with his sword behind, 
which laid'him dead upon the spot, Petronius, who 
had no shield, received a stroke upon his cuirass, 
and leaped fronadfis horse without being wounded. 
Crassus at the same moment was killed by a Parthian. 
Of those who were present, some were killed fight¬ 
ing around Crassus, and others had retired in good 
time to the bill. 

The Parthians soon followed them thither, and 
told them, that Crassus had suffered the punishment 
due to his treachery; but as for them, that Surena 
let them 'know they had only to come down with 
confidence, and gave them his word that they should 
suffer no ill treatment Upon this promise some 
went down and put themselves into the hands of the 
enemy; others took the advantage of the night, and 
dispersed on all. sides. But of the latter very few 
escaped-; all the rest were pursued the- next day by 
the Arabia® sy who came tip with theca; and put them 
t® tbe swoed. 

The loss 'of this battle was the most terrible blbw 
the Romans had received since the battle of Cannae, 
They had twenty thousand) men, killed in- it; and 
teiii thousand; taken, prisoners. The nest mads their 
eseape by different ways, into Armenia^ Cilicia, and 
Syriaand out of these ruins another army was after¬ 
wards formed, in Syria, of which Cassius took upon* 
bite the command;, and with it prevented that country 
from falling into the hands of the victor. 

This defeat must, in one sense,, have been more 
affecting to them tb^n that of the battle of Cannae, 
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bddduse they had* less reason to expect it. When 
Hannibal was victorious at Cahnae, Rome, was in a 
state Of humiliation. She had already lost many 
battles, add had ho thought but of* defending her¬ 
self, add repulsing the enemy from her territory. At 
this time Rbnie was triumphant, respected and dread¬ 
ed by all nations: she \^s mistress of the most 
potent kingdoms Of Europe, Asia, and Africa; lately 
victorious over one of the most formidable enemies 
she ever had 1 ; yet in the most exalted height of her 
greatness, she saw *her glory suddenly fall to the 
ground, in an attack'upon a pepple, formed out of 
the assemblage of the eastern nation^, whose valour 
she despised, and whom she reckoned already amongst 
her conquests. So complete a victory shewed those 
haughty conquerors of the world a rival in a remote 
people, capable of making head against’, and dispu¬ 
ting the empire of the universe with, them; and not 
only of setting bounds to their ambitious projects, 
but of making them tremble for their ov^n safety. If 
shewed that the Romans might be overthrown in a 
pitched battle, and'fighting with all their forces; that 
that power, which till then, lik^ the inundation of a 
mighty sea, had overflowed all the countries in its 
way, might at length receive bounds, and be restrain¬ 
ed for the future within them. 

The check received by Crassus from the Parthian® 
Was a blot on the Roman name, which the victories 
gained over them sbme time aftqf by Ventidius were 
Hot capable of effacing. The standards of the van¬ 
quished legions were always shewn by them as sights. 
The prisoners taken in that fatal day were kept there 

’ Miletne Croat conjuge BatbarA 
Turpit maritut virit t Et hostium 
(Proh Curia, invertible mora l) 

Qmenuit soccrorum in armit, 

Skb rege Medo, Marttu et Appoint! 

Anciliontm, el nominit, ettoga' 

Oblitut, aunutqu^ Veita, 

Incolumi Jove cl urbe Rond f 
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in captivity, and the Romans, citizens or allies, con¬ 
tracted ignominious marriagesito the shame of Rome, 
as Horace*emphatically describes it, and grew old in 
tranquillity, upon the lands, and under the standards, 
of barbarians. It was not till thirty years after, in 
the reign of Augustus, that the king of the Partis¬ 
ans, without being compelled* to it by arms, con¬ 
sented to restore their standards and prisoners to the 
Romans, which was looked upon by Augustus and 
the whole enjpire, as a most glorious triumph; so 
much were the Romans humbled by the remem - 1 
brance of that defeat, and so much did they believe 
it incumbent on the to *to efface it, if possible, to the 
least trace. For themselves, they never could forget 
it. Cassar was upon the point of setting out against 
the Parthians, to avenge the affront which Rome had 
received from them, when he was killed. Antony 
formed the same design, which turned to his dis¬ 
grace. The Romans, from that time, always re¬ 
garded the war with the Parthians as the most im¬ 
portant of their wars. It was the object of the 
application of their most warlike emperors, Trajan, 
Septimius Severus, &c. The surname of Parthicus 
was the title of which they were fondest, and which 
most sensibly flattered their ambition. If the Ro¬ 
mans sometimes passed the Euphrates to extend their 
conquests beyond it, the Parthians in their turn did 
the same, to carry their arms and devastations into 
Syria, and even into. Palestine, In a word, the Ro¬ 
mans could never suoject the Parthians to their yoke; 
and that nation was like a wall of brass, which with 
impregnable force resisted the most violent attacks of 
their power. 

When the battle of Carte was fought, Orodes was 
in Armenia, where he had lately concluded a peace 
with Artabasus. The latter, upon the return of the 
expresses he had sent to Crassus, perceiving by the 
false measures he had taken, that the Romans were 
infallibly lost, entered into an accommodation with 
Orodes; and by giving one of bis daughters to Pacorus, 



Alexander’s successors. 

sod of the Parthian king, he cemented by that alli¬ 
ance the treaty he hrid lately made. Whilst they- 
were celebrating the nuptials, the head and hand of 
Crassus were brought to them, which Surena had 
caused to be cut off, and sent to the king as a proof 
of his victory. Their joy was exceedingly augmented 
by that sight; and it*is sajd that orders were given 
to pour molten gold into the mouth of that head, in 
mockery of the insatiable thirst which Crassus always 
had for that metal. 

' Surena did not long enjoy the pleasure of his vic¬ 
tory. His master, jealous o£ lps glory, and of the 
credit it gave him, caused him to put to death 
soon after. Tnere are princes, near whom too 
shining qualities are dangerous; who take umbrage 
at the virtues they are forced to admire, and cannot 
bear to be served by superior talents, capable of 
eclipsing their own. Orodes was of this character. 
He * perceived, as Tacitus observ.es of Tiberius, that 
with all his power.he could not sufficiently repay the 
service his general had lately done him. Now, where 
a benefit is above all return, ingratitude and hatred 
take the place of acknowledgment and affection. 

Surena was a general of extraordinary merit At 
thirty years of age he possessed consummate ability, 
and surpassed all the men of his time in valour. He 
was, besides that, perfectly well made, and of the 
most advantageous stature. For riches, credit, and 
authority, he had also more thajd any man; and was, 
undoubtedly, the greatest subject the king of Partbia 
had. His birth gcve him the privilege of putting 
the crown upon the king’s head at bis coronation, 
and tl^t right ,had,appertained to his family from the 
establisbrnent ( pf the pmpire. - When he travelled, he 
had always a thousand camels to carry his baggage, 
two hundred chariots for his wives and concubines, 

• Dcstrui per had “forkmam mam Casar, imparemque tanio me- 
rito rebatur. Nam betuficia ed tuque lata amt, dim videntur ex- 
tolvi pout; ii bi medium atutvencfe, pro gratid odium rtddiUtr. 
Tacit. Anna). 1. iv, c. 18. 
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ami, for hie guard, a thousand hdMtf completely 
armed,, besides at great rtumbef of light-armed troops- 
and domestics, which in all did rt'ot amount to lesS" 
thaw ten' thousand men. 

A. M. The Parthiaus expecting, after the defeat Of thtf 
inf J 2 c army, to ! find Syria without defence, marched' 

"52. to conquer it. But Cassius, Aho had formed an 
army out of the ruins of the other, received them 
with so>much vigour, that) they were obliged to re¬ 
pass the Euphrates shamefully, without effecting any 
thing. 

a. M. The’ next i year to the consuls, M. Cdlpumius Bi- 
bulus and M. Tdllius Cicero, were assigned the pro- 
jj' ' vinces of Syria and Cilicia 1 . Cicero repaired imme¬ 
diately to toe latter, which had been allotted him; 
but Bib ulus amusing himself at Rome, Cassius con¬ 
tinued to command in Syria. And that was much to 1 
the advantage of toe Romans; for the afiairs of toat 
country required 1 a man 1 of a quite different capacity 
from Bibulusi, Pacorus, son of Orodes king of the 
Parthians; had passed toe Euphrates; itt ; the begin¬ 
ning! of the spring, at the head of a numerous army, 
and had* entered Syria* He was too young'to com¬ 
mand alone, and 1 was therefore accompanied by Or- 
saces; an old general, who regulated every thing. He 
marched directly to Antioch, which he besieged; 
Cassius had shut himself up in that place with all 
his troops. Cicero, who had received- advice of his* 
condition in his province, by the means of Antiochus* 
Mag of Com&gena, assembled 1 all his forces; and' 
marched to the eastern frontier of his province, which 
bordered upon Armenia, to^oppose an invasion on‘ 
toat side, % should the Armenians attempt it, and'at 
toe same time to be at hand to support' Cassius iff 
case of need. He sent another body of troops to¬ 
wards > toe mountain' Amanus, with the 1 same'view; 
That detachment fell in with a large body of the 

- aktoaM- U ii.' Bpktt 1Wm ffi; 21 xftMSfi 

Ad Attic. 1. v. IS. 20. 2!. vi. 1. 8. vii. 2;' 
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Parthian cavalry, which bad entered Cilicia, and en¬ 
tirely defeated it, soAtiat not a single m$n escaped. 

The news of this success and that of Cicero’s ap¬ 
proach to Antioch, extremely encouraged Cassius, 
and his troops to make a good defence, and so much 
abated the ardour of the Parthwns, that, despairing 
to carry the plac<* they raised 1 the siege, and went 
to form that of Antigonia, which was not far from 
thence. But they were so little skilled in attacking 
towns, that they miscarried again Before this, and 
were compelled to retire. We are not to he sur¬ 
prised at this, as the Parthwqp made their principal 
force consist in cavalry, and applied themselves most 
t© engagements in the field, which suited their genius 
best. Cassius, who was apprised of the route they 
would take, laid an ambuscade for them, which they 
did. not fail to fall into. He defeated' them entirely, 
and killed a great number of them, amongst whom 
was their general Orsaces. The remains of their 
army repassed the Euphrates. 

When Cicero saw the Parthians removed, and 
Antioch out of danger, he turned 1 his arms against 
the inhabitants of mount Amanus, who, being situ¬ 
ated between'Syria and ! Cilicia, were independent of, 
and at war with, both those provinces. They made 
continual incursions info them; and gave them great 
trouble. Cicero entirely subjected those moun¬ 
taineers, and took and demolished all their castlfes 
and forts. He afterwards mArched against another 
barbarous nation, a kind of savages, who called'them^ 
selves k free Cilicians, and pretended to have never 
been subjected to tfofempire of any of the kings who 
had been masters ot th§ countries round about. He 
took all their cities, and made such dispositions in 
the country as very, much pleasetl all their neigh¬ 
bours, whom they used perpetually to harass. 

It is Cicero himself, who acquaints us .with’ these? 
circumstances in several of his' fetters; There aw 

• 

Eleuthero-Cilicei, 
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two among the rest, which may be looked upon as 
perfect models of the manner fa which a general or 
commander ought to give a prince, or his ministry, 
an account of a military expedition; with such sim¬ 
plicity, perspicuity, and precision, in which the pro¬ 
per character of writings and relations of this kind 
consists, are they expressed. The first is addressed 
to the senate and people of Rome, and to the princi¬ 
pal magistrates ; it is the second of his fifteenth book 
of his familiar epistles; the other is written particu¬ 
larly to Cato. This last is a master-piece, wherein 
Cicero, , who passionately desired the honour of a tri¬ 
umph for his military expeditions, employs all the art 
and address of eloquence to engage that grave senator 
in bis favour. Plutarch tells us, 1 that after his return 
to Rome, the senate offered him a triumph, and that 
he refused it, upon account of the civil war then 
ready to break out between Caesar and Pompey; not 
believing that it became him to celebrate a solemnity 
which breathed nothing but joy, at a time when the 
state was upon the point of falling into the greatest 
calamities. His refusal to triumph in the midst of 
the apprehensions and disorders of a bloody civil war, 
evinces in Cicero a great love for the public good and 
his country, and does him much more honour than a 
triumph itself could have done. 

During the civil war between .Pompey and Caesar, 
and those that followed, the Parthians declaring some¬ 
times for one, and sometimes for the other party, 
made several irruptions into Syria and Palestine. 
But those are events which particularly relate to the 
Roman or Jewish histories, and therefore do not enter 
into myphm. t t;, : 

. I shall conclude this abridgment of that of the 
Parthians, wpth the deaths of Pacorus and Orodes 
bis father.,,. .Ventidius, who commanded the Roman 
armies, undqr the authority of Antony die triumvir, 
did not a* jHtde contrite to the re-establishing the 
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honour of the nation. He was a soldier of fortune, 
who from the lowest condition of" life, had raised 
himself by his merit to the highest dignities of the 
republic. In the war against the allies of Rome, 
who attempted to extort the freedom of the city by 
force, he was taken when an infant, with his mother, 
in Asculum, the capital of the Picenians, by Strabo, 
the father of Pompey the Great, and led in triumph 
before that general/ Supported by the influence of 
C. Caesar, under whom he had served in Gaul, and 
who had raised him through all the degrees of the 
service, he became praetor ajnd consul. He was the 
only person till the time of Trajan that triumphed for 
his exploits against the Partisans, and the only one 
who obtained that honour, after having been led in 
a triumph himself. 

I have said that Ventidius contributed very much 
to make the Romans amends for the affront they had 
received at the battle of Carr®.. He had begun to 
revenge the defeat of Crassus and his t army, by two 
successive victories gained over those terrible enemies. 

A third, still greater than the former, completed the 
work, and was obtained in this manner. 

That ” general, apprehending the Parthians, whose a. M. 
preparations were far advanced, would get the start 3965. 
of him, and pass the Euphrates before he had time An £ J - e - 
to draw all his troops Jogether out of their different 9 ‘ 
quarters, had recourse to this stratagem. There was 
a petty eastern prince in his camp, under the name 
of an ally, whom he knew to be entirely in the in¬ 
terest of the Parthians, and that he held secret intel¬ 
ligence with them, and gave them advice of all the 
designs of the Romans which he could discover. He 
resolved to make this rahn’s treachery the means of 
drawing the Parthians into a- snare he had laid for 
them. 

■ Veil. Paterc. 1. ii. c. 65. Valer. Max. 1. vi. c. 9. AulGell. 

1. xv. c. 4. 

B Joseph. Antiq. 1. xiv. c. 24. Plut. in Antoa p. 931. Ap- 
pian. in Parth. p. 156. Dion Cass. 1. xlix. p. 403, 404. Justin. 

I. xlii. c. 4. 
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With that view he contracted a more than ordi¬ 
nary intimacy with this trwto». He conversed fre¬ 
quently widi him upon the operations of ti>e cam¬ 
paign. Affecting at length to open himself to him 
frith great coohdeoce, he observed, that lie was 
much afraid, from advioes he had received, that the 
Parthians designed to pass the Euphrates not at 
Zeugma/ as usual, but a great way lower. For, said 
lie, if they pass at Zeugma, die country on this side 
is *o mountainous, that the cavalry, in which the 
whole force of their army consists, can do us -no • 
great hurt. But if they pass below, there are no¬ 
thing but plains, where they will have all manner of 
advantages against us, and it will be impossible for 
us to make bead against them. As soon as he had 
imparted this secret to him, the spy did not fail, as 
Veotidius had rightly foreseen, to communicate it 
Co the Parthians, with whom it had all the effect he 
could desire. Pacorus, instead of going to Zeugma, 
immediately tqok the other route, lost abundance of 
time in consequence of the great compass he was 
obliged to take, and in the preparations necessary for 
passing the river there'. Ventidius got forty days by 
this means, which he employed in making Silon join 
faun from Judaea, with the legions which were quar¬ 
tered on the other side of mount Taurus, and found 
himself in a condition to givp the Parthians a good 
reception when they entered Syria. 

As they saw that t^ey had not been attacked either 
in passing the river, or afterwards, they attributed 
that inactivity to terror and cowardice, and marched 
dinecdy to charge the enemy* in their camp, though 
situated very advantageously upon an eminence, not 
doubting but they should soon make themselves ma¬ 
sters of it, and that without much resistance. They 
were mistaken. The Romans quitted, their camp, 
feU on them with impetuosity, and pushed them with 
the utmost vigour upon the declivity,; and as they 
had the advantage of the ground, and their light¬ 
armed troops from the top of the hill poured showers 
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ofdarts upon the Parthians, they soon p«t them ioto 
disorder, notwithstanding the vigorous resistance they 
made at first. The slaughter was very great. Pa- 
corus was killed in the battle, and iiis death was fol¬ 
lowed immediately with the flight of his whole army. 
The vanquished made haste to regain the bridge, m 
order to return into*their own country; but the Ro¬ 
mans prevented them, and cut the greatest part of 
them in pieces. Some few escaping by flight, retired 
to Antiochus king of Comagena. Iliatory observe*, 
that this celebrated battle, which so well revenged 
the defeat of Crassus, was fought exactly on theeama 
day with the battle of Carrae fourteen years before. 

* Orodes was so struck with the loss of this battle, 
and die death of his son, that he was almost out of 
his senses. For several days, he neither opened his 
mouth, por took any nourishment When the ex¬ 
cess of his grief was a little abated, and would permit 
him to speak, nothing was heard from him but the 
name of Pacorus. He imagined that t he saw him, 
and called to him; he seemed to discourse with him 
as if he were living, to speak to him, and hear him 
speak. At oilier times he reiftemhered that he was 
dead, and shed a torrent of tears. 

Never was grief more just. This was the most 
fatal blow for the Parthian monarchy it had ever ro. 
ceived; nor was the lo^s of the prince less than that 
of the army itself. For he was the most excellent 
character the bouse of the Arsucidae had ever pro¬ 
duced, for justice, clemency, valour, and all the qua¬ 
lities which constitute tue truly great prince. He had 
made himself so much beloved in Syria, during the 
little time he resided there, that never did the people 

* Orodes, repente filii morls et exercitus clade auditd, ex dolore 
in farorcm vtrtitur. Multis diebus non alloqui quenquam, non 
cibum sumere, non vocem mitiere, ita ut etiam muttis factus videretur. 
Post multos deinde dies, ubi dolor vocem laxavernt, nihil aliud 
qudm Pacorum vocabat. Pacorus illi videri, Pacorus audiri vi~ 
debcttur : cum illo loqui, cum illo cdnsislere. Interdum quasi amis- 
sum Jlebiliter dolebat. Justin. 
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express more affection for any of their native sove¬ 
reigns, than for the person of this foreign prince. 

When Orodes had a little recovered the dejec¬ 
tion, into which the death of his dear son Pacorus 
had thrown him, he found himself extremely embar¬ 
rassed about the choice of his successor out of his 
other children. He had thirty by different women, 
each of whom solicited him in favour of her own, and 
made use of all the ascendancy she had over a mind 
impaired by age and affliction. At last he deter¬ 
mined, however, to follow the order of birth, and no¬ 
minated Phraates, the eldest, and also most vicious 
of them all. He hati scarce taken possession of the 
throne, when he caused all his brothers, whom his 
father had by the daughter of Antiochus Eusebes, 
king of Syria, to be murdered, and that only because 
their mother was of a better family than his, and they 
had more merit than himself. The father, who was 
still alive, not being able to avoid professing extreme 
displeasure upon that occasion, that unnatural son 
ordered him also to be put to death. He treated the 
rest of his brothers in the same manner ; and did not 
spare his own son, from the apprehension, that the 
people would set him upon the throne in his stead. 
It was this prince, so cruel towards all his own fa¬ 
mily, that treated Hyrcanus, king of the Jews, with 
peculiar favour and clemency. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Abridgment of the history of the kings of Cap¬ 
padocia, from thg foundation of that kingdom 
to the time when it became a province of the 
Roman empire. 

I have spoken in several parts of this history of the 
Lings of Cappadocia, according as I had occasion, but 
without mentioning either their* beginning or succes¬ 
sion. I shall here unite in one point of view all that 
relates to that kingdom. 

Cappadocia is a great country c of Asia Minor. 

The Persians, under whose dominion it was at first, 
had divided it into two parts, and established two sa¬ 
trapies or governments in it. Jlie Macedonians, 
into whose possession it fell, suffered those two go¬ 
vernments to be changed into kingdoms. The one 
extended towards mount Taurus, and was properly 
called Cappadocia, or Cappadocia Major, the other 
towards Pontus, and was called Cappadocia Pontica, 
or Cappadocia Minor; they were at length united 
into one kingdom. 

Strabo says, that Arjarathes was the first king of 
Cappadocia, but does not mention at what time he 
began to reign. It is probablo, that it was about A.M. 
the time that Philip, father of Alexander the Great, 3(H4 > 
began to reign in Macedonia, and Ochus in Persia. An 3 g 0 ' ' 
Upon this supposition ihe kingdom of Cappadocia 
continued three hundred threescore and sixteen years, 
before it was reduced int6 a province of the Roman 
empire under Tiberius. 

It was governed at first by a long succession of 
kings named Ariarathes, then by kings called Ario- 
barzanes, who did not exceed the third generation; 
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and at length by the last, Archelaus. According to 
Diodorus Siculus, there had been many kings of 
Cappadocia before Ariaratbes; but as their history 
is almost efttirely unknown, 1 shall make no mention 
of it in this place. 

A.M. AriauathesI. Herrignedjointlywithhisbrother 
. 3 t 6 j 4 c Holophernes, for whom he had'u particular affection. 
" 360 . * Having joined the Persians in the expedition 
A. M. against Egypt, he acquired great glorv, and returned 
3653. home laden with honours by king Ochus. 

Al 35i C 4 Ariarathes II. son of the*former, had lived at 
A. M. peace in his dominions, during the wars of Alexander 
3668 . the Great, who, out of impatience to come to blows 
Ant. J. C. Darius, was unwilling to be delayed by the con- 
330 ‘ quest of Cappadocia, and had contented himself with 
some instances of submission. 


After that prince’s death, Cappadocia, in the 
partition made of the provinces of bis empire by his 
generals, fell to .Eumenes. Perdiccas, to put him 
into possession of it, conducted him thither at the 
head of a powerful army. Ariarathes on his side 
prepared for a vigorous defence. He had thirty 
tbWisand foot and a'numerous cavalry. They came 
to a battle. Ariarathes was defeated and taken pri¬ 
soner. Perdiccas caused him, with his principal offi¬ 
cers, to be crucified, and put Eumenes into possession 
of his dominions. 


Ariarathes III. After the death of his father, he 


escaped into Armenia. 

A. M. As soon as he was apprised of the death of Perdic- 

3089. cas and Eumenes, and the employment which other 
•'wars gave Antiochus and Seleucus, he entered Cap¬ 
padocia with troops lent him by Ardoates king of 
Armenia. He defeated’ Amyntas, general of the 
Macedonians, drove him out of the country, and re- 
ascended the throne of his ancestors. 

A. M. Ariamnes, his eldest son, succeeded him. He 

572°. entered into an alliance with Antiochus Theos, king 
AsaJ.C. 


284. 


Plat in Eumen. p. 548. Mod. L zriii. p. <99. 
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of Syria, and married his eldest son to Stratonice, the 
daughter of the same Antiochus. He hqd so great 
■ an affection for this son, that lie made him his col¬ 
league in the kingdom. 

Ariarathes IV. having reigned alone after the 
death of his father, left his dominions, when he died, 
to his son of the sam£ name with himself, who was at 
that time very young. 

Aiuarathes V. He married Antiochis, daughter -A.M. 
of Antiochus the Great, an artful princess, who find- A ^ s ^ 
*ing herself barren, had recourse to imposture. She 190 _ 
deceived her husband, and ma{|e him believe that 
she had two sons, one of whom waS called Ariara- 
thes, and the other * Holophernes. Her barrenness 
ceasing some time after, she had two daughters, and 
then one son, who was named Mithridates. She con¬ 
fessed the fraud to her husband, and sent the elder of 
the supposititious children to be brought up at Rome, 
with a small train, and the other into Ionia. The 
legitimate son took'the name of Ariarathes, and was 
educated after the manner of the Greeks. 

Ari arath es V. supplied his^father-in-law, Antio¬ 
chus king of Syria, with troops, *in the war which he 
undertook against the Romans. Antiochus having 
been defeated, Ariarathes sent 0 ambassadors to 
Rome, to ask pardon of the senate, for having been 
obliged to declare agaiast the Romans in favour of 
his father-in-law. This was granted him, but not 
till after he had been condemned to pay, by way of 
expiation of his fault, two hundred talents, that is to 
say, two hundred thousand crowns. The senate af¬ 
terwards abated him hal# that sum, at the request of 
Eumenes king of Pergamu^ who bad lately married 
his daughter. 

Ariarathes afterwards entered into an alliance with 


• Liv. 1. xxxvii. n. 40.1. xxxviii. n. 37, & 39. 

* He if called io by Polybiui, ind Oropheme* by Kodoru* 
Siculus. 

us 
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his son-in-law Eumenes, against Pharnaces king of 
Pontus. The Romans, who 1 had rendered them¬ 
selves arbiters of the kings of the East, sent am¬ 
bassadors to negociate a treaty between those three 
princes: but Pharnaces rejected their mediation. 
However, two years after, he was obliged to treat 
with Eujnencs and Ariarathes upon conditions suf¬ 
ficiently hard. 

The latter had a son of his own name, who loved 
him in the most tender manner, which occasioned 
his being surnamed Philopator for whom he had 
no less affection. He desired to give him proofs 
of it by resigning the kingdom to him, and placing 
him upon the throne during his life. The son, who 
had the utmost affection and respect for a father 
who so well deserved both, could not resolve to 
accept an offer so advantageous in the vulgar opinion 
of men, but one w hich aimed a mortal wound at so 
good a heart as his; and represented to his father, 
that he was not one of those who could consent to 
reign during the life of him to whom he owed his 
being. Such examples of moderation, generosity, 
disinterestedness, and sincere affection for a father, 
are the more extraordinary, and the more to be ad¬ 
mired, as in the times of which we are npw relating 
the history, inordinate ambition respected nothing, 
and boldly violated the most sacred ties of nature 
and religion. 

38* 2 ' f Ariarathes VI. sbrnamed Philopator, reigned after 
Ant J. C. his father’s death, and was an excellent prince. As 
16 2. soon as tie ascended the throne, he sent an embassy 
Rome, to renew' the alliance his father had con- 
acted with the Romans, which he found no dif- 
:ulty to* obtain. He applied himself very closely 
the study of philosophy, from whence Cappa- 
cia, which, till then, had been unknown to the 
reeks, became the residence of many learned men, 

Diod. in Eclog. 1. xxxi. p. 865. 
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Demetrius, king of Syria, had a sister, whom Ari- 
arathes refused to espouse, lest that alliance should 
give offence to the Romans. The refusal extremely 
prejudiced Demetrius against the king of Cappa¬ 
docia. He soon found an occasion to be revenged, 
by supplying Holophernes with troops, who pretended 
to be the brother of ‘Ariarathes, expelled him from 
the throne, and after that violence reigned tyranni¬ 
cally. He put many to death, confiscated the estates 
of the greatest noblemen, and even* plundered a 
temple of Jupiter, which had been reverenced by the 
people from time immemorial*a«d had never suffered 
such a violation before. Apprehending a revolution 
which his cruelty gave him reason to expect, he 
deposited * four hundred talents with the inhabitants 
of Priene, a city of Ionia. Ariarathes lmd taken 
refuge at Rome, to implore aid of the Romans. 

The usurper sent his deputies thither also. The 
senate, according to the usual motives of their policy, 
decreed that the kingdom should be divided between 
the two brothers. 

Ariarathes found a more rfady and more effec- a. M. 
tual protector in the person of Attalus king of Per-. 38 + 5 . 
gamus, who signalized the beginning of his reign Ant - J,c * 
by re-establishing this unfortunate prince upon the 15# ‘ 
throne of his ancestors. Ariarathes, to revenge him¬ 
self on the usurper, wished to compel the inhabitants 
of Priene to deliver into his hapds the four hundred 
talents Holophernes had left tfith them. They op¬ 
posed that demand, with pleading the inviolable 
faith of deposits, which would not admit their giv¬ 
ing up that sum to any one whosoever, during the 
life of the person who had confided it to their keep¬ 
ing. Ariarathes had no regard to so just a repre¬ 
sentation, and laid waste their lands without mercy; 
notwithstanding which, so considerable a loss did 

Diod. in Excerpf. p. 334, & 336. 

Four hundred thousand crowns. 



405 THE HISTORY OF 

Hot inddce them to violate the fidelity they thought 
themselves obliged to observe in regard to him, who 
had confided that deposit with them. 

Holopbernes had h retired to Antioch, where he 
jofpgd in a conspiracy with the inhabitants of that 
city against Demetrius his benefactor, whose place 
he had conceived hopes of Supplying. The con¬ 
spiracy was discovered, and Holopbernes imprisoned. 
Demetrius would have put him to death directly, if 
he had not judged it more advisable to reserve him, 
in order to make use of him afterwards in the preten¬ 
sions he had upon Cappadocia, and the design he 
had formed of dethroning and destroying Ariarathes; 
but he was' prevented by the plot contrived against 
him by the three kings of Egypt, Pergamus, and 
Cappadocia, who set Alexander Bala upon the throne 
in his stead. 

A. M. * Ariarathes aided the Romans against Aristonicus, 
An* 7 / C ^d possessed himself of the kingdom of Perga- 
n 12 9 , ' mus, and perished in that war. 

He left six children, whom he had by Laodice. The 
Romans, in gratitude for the father’s services, added 
Lycaonia and Cilicia to their dominions. Laodice, 
who was regent during the minority of those six 
princes, apprehending thelpss of her authority when 
they should be of age to reign, poisoned five of them 
the same year their father died. She would have 
treated the sixth in the same manner, if the vigilance 
of relations had nfit removed him from the fury of 
that unnatural mother. The people set him upon the 
throne, after having destroyed that cruel murderess 
ef her children. o 

AM. Ariarathes VII. k He married another Laodice, 
Mithridates Eupator,aod had two sons by 
gj ,u her, Ariarathes VIII. and Ariarathes IX. 
His brother-in-law caused him to be murdered by 


k Justin. L xxxv. c. 1. 
k Id, 1. sxxviii. c. 1. 


'Justin. 1. xxxrii.c. I. 
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Gordius, one of bis subjects. Laodice afterwards 
married Nicomedes king of Bithynia, who imme- 
diately took possession of Cappadocia. Mithridates 
sent an army thither, drove out the garrisons of Ni¬ 
comedes, and restored the kingdom to his nephew, 
the son of the same Ariarathes, whom he had caused 
to be assassinated. 

Ariarathes VIII. had scarce ascended the throne, 
when Mithridates pressed him to recall Gordius from 
banishment, with design to rid himself pi the son by 
* the same assassin who had killed the father. That 
young prince shuddered at tlje proposal, and raised 
an army to oppose the violence*of his uncle. Mith¬ 
ridates being unwilling to decide his measures by the 
hazard of a battle, chose rather to draw Ariarathes to 
a conference, in which he assassinated him, with a 
dagger concealed for that purpose, in the view of the 
two armies. He set his own son of only eight years 
of age in his place, caused him tq be called Ariara- 
thes; and gave him Gordius for his governor. z The 
Cappadocians, not being able to bear the oppression 
of the lieutenants of Mithridates, rose in arms, called 
in Ariarathes, the late king’s brother, from Asia, and 
placed him upon the throne. 

Ariarathes IX. Soon after his return, Mithri¬ 
dates attacked, overthrew, and expelled him the king¬ 
dom. That young prinpe’s grief brought a disease on 
him, of which he died soon after. Mithridates had 
re-established his son upon the tfirone. 

Nicomedes, king of Bithynia, apprehending that 
Mithridates, being in possession of Cappadocia, might 
fall upon his dominions,*et up an infant of eight years 
Of age, to whom he also gave the name of Ariarathes, 
and sent deputies to the Romans to demand the king¬ 
dom of his father in his name. Queen Laodice his 
wife went expressly to Rome to support the imposture, 
and to testify that she had had three sons by Aria- 
rathes VII. of whom this, which she produced, waf 


Justin. 1. xixTiii. c. 2. 
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A. M. 
3915. 
Ant, J. C 
89. 


the last. Mithridates, on his side, ventured to have 
assurances grade by Gordius, fhat this son, whom he 
had placed upon the throne, was the son of that Aria- 
rathes who had been killed in the war against Ari- 
stonicus. What times were these! what a series is 
here of frauds and impostures ! The Roman people 
saw through them; and in order hot to support them 
on either side, decreed that Mithridates should re¬ 
nounce Cappadocia, which for the future should enjoy 
its liberty, and govern itself as it thought, proper. 
But the Cappadocians sent to Rotoe to declare that 
liberty was insupportable to them, and to demand a 
king. We may Justly be astonished at the taste of a 
people, who could prefer slavery to liberty! But 
there are nations to which the monarchical is better 
adapted than the republican government; and there 
are few who are wise enough to make a moderate use 
of perfect and entire liberty. The Cappadocians 
elected, or rather received from the Romans, Ario- 
barzanes for their king, whose family was extinct at 
the third generation. 

Ariobarzanes I.* This new prince did not enjoy 
his dignity in peace. Mithraas and Bagoas, generals 
■ of Tigranes, drove him out of Cappadocia, and esta¬ 
blished there Ariarathes, son of Mithridates, The Ro¬ 
mans caused Ariobarzanes to be re-instated. He was 
expelled some time after by an army sent by Mithri¬ 
dates into Cappadocia in favour of his son. Sylla, 
having obtained great advantages over Mithridates, 
compelled him to abandon Cappadocia. Some time 
after, at the instigation of that prince, Tigranes in¬ 
vaded that kingdom, and carried off three hundred 
thousand men, to whom he gave lands in Armenia, 
andplaced a considerable number of them in the city 
of Ijgranocerta. Ariobarzanes, who had escaped to 
Rome before the invasion, was not restored till Pom- 
pey had put an end to the war with Mithridates. 


• Appian. in Mithrid. p. 17C, &c. Justin, i. xxxviii. c. 3. 
Pint, in Sylla. 
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Ariobarzanes II. JPompey had considerably en- A. M. 
larged the dominions of Ariobarzanes, when he re* S938 - 
placed him on the throne of Cappadocia. His son An gg' C ' 
succeeded to all that great inheritance, but did not 
keep it long. He was killed some time before 
Cicero went to cornmand in Cilicia. The prince 
who reigned at that time was Ariobarzanes III. grand¬ 
son of Ariobarzanes I. 

b Ariobarzanes III. Cicero, uponquitting Rome, A. M. 
had received orders to favour and protect Ariobar- 3953 - 
zanes with all possible care, as a prince whose wel- Ci 
fare was dear to the senate dhd people; a glorious 
testimonial, which had never before been granted to 
any king. Cicero punctually executed the order of 
the senate. When he arrived in Cilicia, Ariobar¬ 
zanes w as menaced with being killed, as his father 
had been. A conspiracy was on foot against him, 
in favour of his brother Ariarathes. The latter de¬ 
clared to Cicero, that he had no ‘part in that plot: 
that indeed he had been earnestly soliotted to accept 
the kingdom, but that he had always been infinitely 
averse to such thoughts, during Jhe life of his brother; 
who, it seems, had no issue. Cicero employed the 
authority of his office, and all the influence his high 
reputation gave him, to dispel the storm with which 
the king was threatened. His ‘endeavours were suc¬ 
cessful ; he saved the Icing’s life and crown by his 
resolution, and a generous disinterestedness, which 
rendered him inaccessible to $11 the attempts that 
were made to corrupt his integrity,.and to seduce him. 

The greatest danger came from thfc high priest of Co- 
mana. There were two principal cities of that name, 
the one in Cappadocia, and the other in the kingdom 
of PontusA They were consecrated to Bellona, and 
observed almost the same ceremonies in the worship 


* Cic. Epist. 2 & 4. I. xv. ad Famil. 8t Epist. 20. 1. v. ad Attic. 
c Strabo, I. xii. p. 535, & 557. 

* Ariobarzanes opera med chit, regnat comilioet doc¬ 

tor it ate, et quodproditoriimejus difyonrov pt, non modo dbufoSix. 1 )- 
rev, prxttui, regem, regm^nque servavi. Cic. Epist. 20.1. v. ad Attic. 
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of that goddess. The one was formed upon the mo¬ 
del of the Other; that of Ponths upon that of Cappa¬ 
docia. It is hf the latter we speak in this place. 
The temple of that goddess was endowed with great 
estates, and served by a vast number of persons, un¬ 
der the authority of a pontiff, a man of great influ¬ 
ence, and so considerable, that the king alone was his 
superior: he was generally of the blood royal. His 
dignity was for life. Strabo s^ys, that in his time 
there were above six thousand persons consecrated 
to the service of the temple of Cdinana. It was that 
■ which made the high,,priest so powerful; and* in the 
time of which iVe speak, might have occasioned 
a very dangerous war, and involved Ariobarzanes 
in great difficulties, had he thought proper to 
defend himseif by force of arms, as it was be¬ 
lieved he would; for lie had troops, both horse 
and foot, ready to take the field, with great funds to 
pay and subsist them. But Cicero, by his prudence, 
prevailed upon him to retire out of the kingdom, 
and to leave Ariobarzanes in the peaceable posses¬ 
sion of it 

During the civil war between Cmsar and Pompey, 
Ariobarzanes marched with some troops to the latter, 
who were present at the battle of Pharsalia. This, no 
doubt, was the reason that Caesar laid Ariobarzanes 
under contribution. It is certain that he exacted 
very considerable spms of money from him;' 1 for 
that prince represented to him, that it would be 
impossible for hi\n to pay them, if Pharnaces con¬ 
tinued to plunder Cappadocia. Csesar was then in 
Egypt, from whence he set 6ut to reduce Pharnaces 
to reason. He passed through Cappadocia, and made 

4 Cesar de Bell. Civ. 1. iii. Hirt. <Je Bell. Alex. 

* Cum magnum beUum in Cappadocia covcitarctur, si sacerdos 
amis ft (quad facturus putabaturj defendant, adokscens ft r.ijut tutu 
et peditatu et pectnud parutus, et toto, iis qui iiovttri illiquid vote- 
bant, perfect ut i rtgno Me disdedeirt , rexque sine tumuliu nc sme 
ctrmw, Mint auctoritate duke community, regnum cum dignitate obti- 
ntref. Ck. £pi*k 4. life. xr. ad Fauni. 
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such regulations there, as imply that Ariobarzanes 
and his brother kept bp no very good uoderstanding 
with each other, and entirely subjected the latter to 
the authority of the former. After Caesar had con¬ 
quered Pharnaces,* he gave part of Cilicia and Ar¬ 
menia to Ariobarzanes. 

f This mild treatment gave the murderers of Ctesar A. M. 
reason to believe, that the king of Cappadocia would A „ t !, j 2 ‘ c 
not favour their party. He did not openly declare "42. 
against them; but he refused to enter into their al¬ 
liance. This coirtluct gave them a just distrust of 
him, so that Cassius thought i{ incumbent upon him 
not to spare him. He attacked him,'and having taken 
him prisoner, put him to death. 

Ariarathes X. By the death of Ariobarzanes, 
the kingdom of Cappadocia fell tt> his brother 
Ariarathes. The possession of it was disputed 
with him by Sisinna, the eldest sof of Glaphyra, 
wife of Archelaus, high priest ofBeilona, at Comana, 
in Cappadocia. This Archelaus wa$ the grandson 
of Archelaus, a Cappadocian by nation, and general 
of an army in Greece for Mithridates against Sylla. 

He abandoned the party of Mithridates in the second 
war, as we shall relate in the twenty-third book, and 
joined the Romans. ‘ He left one son, named also 
Archelaus, who married Berenice, queen of Egypt, 
and was killed six months after in a battle. He 
had obtained a very honourable dignity from Pom- 
pey, which was the high priesthood of Comana in 
Cappadocia. His son Archelaus possessed it aftei* 
him. I(le married Glaphyra, a lady of extraordinary 
beauty, and had two steis by her, Sisinna and Arche- 
iaus. h The first dispute^ the kingdom of Cappado- A M. 
cia with Ariarathes who possessed it. Mark Antony Ant j 
was the judge of this difference, and determined it 41.‘ 

in favour of Sisinna. What became of him is not 

• Dio. 1. xlii. p. 183. * Dio. 1. xlvii. p. 348. 

* Strab. 1. xii. p. 558. Dio. 1. xxxix. p. 116. 

‘ Appian. de Bell. Civ. 1. v. p. 875. 
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A,M. known; history only tells us,.that Ariarathes rcas- 
ABt* jV cended the'thyne.' Five or six years after, Mark 
j 6 - ‘ Antony expelled him, 1 and established Archelaus, the 
- second son of Glaphyra, in his stead, 
ggi™ Archelaus. That prince became very power- 
jart.j.C.fal. He expressed his gratitude to Mark Antony 
31 . by joining him with good troops at the battle of 
Actium. He was so fortunate, notwithstanding that 
conduct, as tcj escape the resentment of Augustus. 
He was suffered to keep possession of Cappadocia, 
and was almost the only one treated with so much 
favour. c P 

A..M. ‘He assisted Tiberius to re-establish Tigranes in 
fwt & JC ■^ rinen * a > an d obtained of Augustus, Armenia Minor, 
goj ' and a great p|trt of Cilicia. Tiberius rendered him 
great services with Augustus, especially when his 
subjects brought accusations against him before that 
prince. He pleaded his cause himself and w-as the 
occasion of his gaining it. Archelaus fixed his re¬ 
sidence in th't island of Eleqsis near the coast of 
Cilicia, and having married Pytbodoris, the widow of 
Polemon king of Pontus, he considerably augmented 
his power. For as the sons of Polemon were infants 
at that time, he had undoubtedly the administration 
of their kingdom jointly with their mother. 

A.M. His reign was very long and happy: “but his latter 
SB88, years were ■unfortunate, and his misfortunes were the 
j0.' ^ consequence of Tiberius’s revenge. That prince, who 
saw with pain, that*' Caius and Lucius, the sons of 
Agn'ppa, grandsons of Augustus, and his sons by 
^option, were raised by degrees above him ;* to 
avoid giving umbrage to the two young Caesars, and 

Dio. 1. xlix. p. 411. k Plut. in Anton. 944. 

Joseph. Anli<]. 1. xv. c. S. Dio. 1. liv. p. 526. Suetoih in 
T»b* cyvijf Dio. 1. Ivii. p. 614. jjtrab. 1. xiv. p. 671, & 1. xii. 
p/55fr. ■ , 

* Dio, in Excerpt. p. 662. Sueton. in 'fib. c. x. Veil. Paterc. 
l. ii. c. 99. 

* Ntjkigar sum oriaUium jwsequm obsiaret initiis, dissimulatd 
emui comlii tui t eommeatum db socero atque eodem vitrico acqui- 
mtmii d coitiiwtfionc Utborum petiit. Pfterc. 1. ii. c. 99. 
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to spare himself the mortification of being; witness to 
their aggrandizement, demanded and obtained per¬ 
mission to retire to Rhodes, under pre|gxl\hat he had 
need of repose for the re-establishment of his health. 

His retreat was considered as a real banishment, and 
people began to fcdiglect him as a person in disgrace, 
and did not believeoit safe to appear his frifends. 
*During his stay at Rhodes, king Archelaus, who was 
not at a great distance from thence, residing generally 
at fEleusis, paid him no honours, forgoing the great 
obligations he had to him. It was not, says Tacitus, 
out of pride or haughtiness* but by the advice of 
Augustus’s principal friends, wKo believed the amity 
of Tiberius dangerous at that time. On the contrary, A. M. 
when young Caius Cresar, appointed governor of the A ^ 2 ' c 
East, was sent into Armenia by Augustus, to appease j 2 ' ' 
the troubles of that country, Archelaus, who looked 
upon him as the future successor to the empire, 
paid him all kind of honours, ^'nd distinguished 
himself by the zeal w ith which he paid his court to 
him. Politicians are often mistaken"m their con¬ 
jectures, for want of a clear insight into futurity. It 
would have been more consistent with prudence and 
wisdom in Archelaus to have observed such a conduct 
as would have been agreeable to each of the princes, 
who might both arrive at the empire. Something 
of this nature is observed of Pomponius J Atticus, 
who during all the divisions, with which the republic 

Rex Archelaus quinquagesimum antlUm Cappadoci^ potiebatvr, 
invisus Tiberio, quad cum Rhodi agentem nullo officio cnkxsset. Jj0 
id Archelaus per superbiam omiserat, sed ab iiUimis Augusts msmUUi 
'quia fiorente Caio Cttsare, mifsoque ad. res Orientis, intuta meni 
umkitia credebatur. TaciwAnnal. 1. ii.C. 42. 

f Eleusis was but six leagues distant from Rhodes. straw. 

1. xiv. p. 651. 

| Hoc quale sit,facilius existimabit is, quijudtcare potent quanta 
sit sapient ta, eorum retinere usum bencvoteniianqut/ tnterquos 
maximarum rerum non solum trmulatio, sed obtrectatio tunta 
cedcbat, quanlamfuit incident necesse inter Catarem atqueAntcmmm, 
dim sc uterque principem non solum, urbis Rosnano sed Orbit terra- 
rum esse cuperet. Coro. Ngp. in Attic, c. xx. 
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try torn at different times, always knew how to ren¬ 
der himself.figreeable t6 the Ifeacls of both parties. 

Tiberius naffer forgot the injurious preference that 
bad been given to his rival, which was the more 
Offensive to him, as it argued an ungrateful dis- 
position in Archelaus. He made him highly sen- 
An. Pom, sible of this when he became' master. Archelaus 
IS. ms cited to Rome, a$ having endeavoured to excite 
troubles in the province. Li via wrote to him, and, 
without dissembling the emperor’s anger, gave him 
hopes of pardon, provided he crtfne in person to de¬ 
mand it. This was a? snare laid for draw ing him 
dot of his kingdom. The *king of Cappadocia 
either did not perceive it, or dared not to act as if 
he did. He set out for Rome, was very ill received 
by Tiberius, find saw himself shortly after proceeded 
against as a criminal. Dion assures us, that Arche- 
kus, depressed with age, was generally believed to 
have lost his reason; but that in reality he was per¬ 
fectly in his senses, and counterfeited the madman, 
because he saw no other means of saving his life. 
The senate passed no sentence against him: but age, 
the gout, and, more than those, the indignity of the 
treatment he was made to suffer, soon occasioned his 
death. He had reigned two and fifty years. After 
his death, Cappadocia was reduced into a province of 
the Roman empire. > 

This kingdom was very powerful. The revenues 
of Cappadocia were'so considerable when Archelaus 
^ed, that Tiberius thought himself able, from his 
BwfejKxpiWkiotjj to abate the half of a tax he had 
Cttaied* to be levied. He ‘Oven gave that province 
some relief, and would not exact from Stall the duties 
It had paid the last king. 

ttkignm ir ieii, vet, « intelligere videretur, vim metucm, in 
witm peqpenti: exaptusque tmmiti b principe, et mox eccvmtus d 
P* itm iiS crimtM, qua Jmgebantur, sed angore, mml fesmt 
miti egqmartgibuaaqu*, ntdpm inf am, intolita iuM, Jmem vita 
9*¥e e*fm imoieviu Tack. Ann. L ii. c. 42. 
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The kings of Cappadocia generally resided at Mfc- 
zaca," a city situate afr the foot of the mountain Ar- 
gea, and which was governed by the la«^ ot *Chafon- 
das. This city was built upon the river Melas, which 
empties itself into the Euphrates. A king of Cappa¬ 
docia, whom Strabo calls simply Ariarathes, without 
mentioning the time*when he lived, having filled up 
the mouths of this river, it overflowed all the neigh¬ 
bouring country; after which he caused small islands to 
he made in it, alter the manner of the Cyclades, where 
he passed part of his life in puerile diversions. The 
river broke the dams of its jpouths, anti the waters 
returned into their channel, 'file Euphrates having 
received them, overflowed, and did incredible da¬ 
mage in Cappadocia. The Galatians, who inhabited 
Phrygia, suffered also great losses by th|t inundation, 
for which they insisted upon being made amends. 
They demanded three hundred talents of the king of 
Cappadocia, and made the Romatjs their judges. 

Cappadocia abounded with horses, asses,* and 
mules. It was from thence the horsed were brought 
so particularly allotted for the use of the emperors, 
that the consuls themselves were forbidden to have 
any of them. It furnished also a great number ot 
slavesf and false witnesses. The Cappadocians were 
reported to accustom themselves to the bearing of 
torments from their infancy, and to put one ano¬ 
ther to the rack and other methods of torture, in or¬ 
der to inure themselves against the pains their, false 
witness might one day expose them to suffer. Thig , 
people exceeded the Greek nation in perjury , r tha*gff 
the latter had carried t|jat vice to a great height, a 
we may believe Cicero, who ascribes to them the har¬ 
ing made this manner of peaking common amongst 

> Strab. l.*ii. p. 587, 539. Boch. Phaleg. I. Hi. t. It. 

SchohPersii. » Cic. pro Flac. n. 9,10. 

- This Chatondaa was • celebrated legislator of Gr»c»a Ma¬ 
jor, of whom mention has been mpU. _ „ 

f Mancmit looufia tgti grit Capptdoamrtx, pen*. 



THE,HISTORY SiC. 

|bein; ff Lend me your evidence, ’ and I will pay you 
“ with mine.” 

Cappaddcie, generally speaking, was far from be- 
'|ng a country of great geniuses and learned men. It 
Jwts produced, however, some very celebrated authors. 
^Strabo and Pausanias are of that number. It was 
believed especially, that the Cappadocians were very 
unfit for the profession of orators; and it became a 
proverb, that a *rhetorician of that country was as 
hard to be found as a white raven or a flying tortoise. 
•$. Basil and 5. Gregory.Naziat^en are exceptions to 
that rule. 

Da mihi testimonium mutuun^ 

■ ©array enjv \evxu; xopaxaf ifrtjvam ^eXuivas 
'E-ifeTv, ij Ja'xiftov pijropa Kamtaioxy. 


END OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME. 


MSttSf-SUaikon, Weybrite. 












